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PREFACE. 



In tills volume, as in those preceding it and in those to come^ I 
dure win be found only the history of Public Fowen. OUiei 
hBtoriaM win write diat of diplomacy, of war, c^the financeB, of 
dte Church: my Bu1!:ject is a limited one. To my great regret, 
however, tiiis new part fiUs an entire volume ; and the last pai^ 
on the revolutionaiy government, will be as long. 

I have agdn to r^ret the dissatisfaction which I foiesee this 
woric win cause to many of my countrymen. My excuse is, that 
altnost all of them, more fortunate than myself have political 
principles which serve them in forming tbeir judgments of the 
past I had none; if^ indeed, I had any motive in undertaking j 
this wcA, it was to seek for political principles. Thus far I have : 
attiuned to scarcely more than one j and this is so simple that it 
win seem puerile, and that I hardly dare enunciate it Never- 
theless I have adhered to it, and in what the reader is about to 
peruse my jui^ments are aU derived bom diat ; its truth is the 
measure of theirB. It consists wboUy in this observation : that 
httmtm sodttf, esfetialijL a modem tocUty, is a vast and compU- 
tated tang. Hence die difficulty in knowing and comprehend- 
ing it For die same reason it is not easy to handle the subject 
wdL It foUowB diat a cultiTated mind is much better able to 
do diis than an uncultivated mind, and a nan specially qualified 
than one who is not From these two last truths flow many 
other consequences, which, if the reader deigns to reflect on theni, 
he win have no trouUe in defining. 
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do thej exceed their mandate; they disann, mjtilate, and gpig 
their legitimate sovereigu. they pass decrees against the people in 
the people's name; such is wSdr martial la w, specially devised fin 
*' suppressing the uprising of dtizens" — Aat is to say, the only 
resource left to us against oonspirators, monopolists, and traitors. 
Such is their decree against publishing any kind of joint placard oi 
petition, a decree ''null and void," and ''constitutuig a most fla- 
grant attack on the nation's rights."^ Especially is the electoral law 
one of these, a law which, requiring a small qualification tax for 
electois and a larger one for ies titles f ** consecrates the aris- 
tocracy of wealth." The poor, who are excluded by the decree, 
must regard it as a nullity; they must register themselves as they 
please and vote without scruple, because natural law has prece- 
dence over written law; it would be amply '^ fiur reprisals " i^ at 
the end of the session, the millions of citizens lately deprived of 
their vote unjustly, should seize the usurping majority by the 
throat and tell them : '' You cut us off firom society in your cham- 
ber, because you are the strongest there; we, in our turn, cut 
you off from out-door society, because we are strongest in the 
street. You have killed us civilly — ^we kiU you physically." 

Accordingly, fix>m this point of view, all riots are legitimate. 
Robespierre in the tribune' excuses jacfueries^ refuses to call 
castle-burners brigands, and justifies the insurgents of Soissons, 
Nancy, Avignon, and the colonies. Desmoulins, alluding to two 
men hung at Douai, states that it was done by the people and 
soldiers combined, and declares that " henceforth — I have no 
hesitation in saying it — they have legitimated the insurrection ; " 
they were guilty, and it was well to hang them.^ Not only do 
the party leaders excuse assassinations, but they provoke them. 
Desmoulins, '' attorney-general of the Lantern,* insists on each 

1 Bndiei ec Roaz, X. 104, aa ardde by Bfant^X. x-aa^ speedi by Robc ipicn e at 
ibB morning of May 9, Z79Z. — ^IIL 047, an article by Louttalot. IIL 017, tpeedi by 
Robo apien o , meetinf of Oct as, 1789. /M£ 431, arttde by Lonstalot and Deamoufini, 
Nor. I S789.— >VL 336^ aitidea by Louttalot and Marat, July, Z79a 

> Tba Conatituent Aaaembly created two daases of electon; oaa^ dia onai of Toter^ 
coiwiiring of dioae who paid a smaO qnafification tax, the value of a dqr'a labor, and whc 
m* caOed metive dtiaens, and the other, choaen by this daaa, of tfaoaa who eleoted depu- 
tlaa to die National Aaaembly, their qnafification tax being Uie vahie of a hal^poond of 
rfhrar.— Tk. 

> Emeit Hamel, "Hlstoire de Robeapferre," >«mAk, (I. 436). Rdbeapiano propoaed to 
•onftr poBtioal righta on the blacka.— Baches et Roux, IX. 964 (March, 1791). 

«Bsdi«s ec Roux, V. 146 (March, 1790); VI. 436 (Jnly a6^ 1790): VIIL 047 (Dec., 
M^S X 884 CJ«ffl^ «79«). 
4^^Tbk Bootriqaei k to l Pir wl on BaamouIiBS on acoofOBl oC Ua aftvocMf «C «Gnex< 
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of the dght]r-three depaitments beitig threatened with at least 
one lantern descent ; " while Marat, in the name of principle, 
constantI]r sounds the tocsin in his journal : " When public safe^ 
is in peril, the people must take power out of the faantte of those to 
whom it is entrusted. . . Put that Austrian wonuo and het 
brother-in-law in prison. . . Seize the ministers and their detlu 
and put them in irons. . . Make sure of the mafor and hit 
lieutenanta; keep the general in sight, and attest bis staff . . 
The heir to the throne has no right to a dinner while yoo want 
bread. Organise bodies of armed men. March to the Na- 
tional Assembly and demand food at once, supplied to you out 
of the national possessicws. . . Demand that the nation's 
poor have a future secured to them out of the national contribu- 
tion. If you are refused join the army, take the land, as well w 
gold which the rascals who want to force you to come to terms 
by hunger have buried and share it amongst you. Off with 
the heads of the ministers and their underlings, for now is the 
time ; that of La&yette and of every rascal on his sta£^ and of 
every unpatriotic battalion officer, including Bailly and those 
municipal reactionists— all the traitors in the National Assem- 
bly] " Marat, indeed, still passes for a furious ranter among 
I people of some intelligence. But for all that, this is the sum and 
substance of his theory: It installs in the poUtical edifice, over ' 
the heads of delegated, regular, and legal powers an anonymous, 
imbecile, and terrific power whose decisions are absolute, whose 
projects are constantiy adopted, and whose intervention is san- 
guinary. This power is that of the populace, of a fcrodoua, 
suspicious sultan, who, appcnnting his viziers, keeps his hands 
free to direct them, and his scimiter ready sharpened to cut off 
their heads. -1 

XL 

That a speculator in his closet should have concocted sodi a 
theory is comprehensible ; paper will take all that is put upon i^ 
while abstract beings, the hollow ^ulacres and philosophic pup- 
pets he creates, are adapted to every sort of combination.^lliat 
a lunatic in his cell should adopt and preach this theory is also 
comprehensible ; he is beset with phantoms and lives outside the 

Hi nnpcwled ■DOB lbs «D<«>q Togu « duilB*«-i:V«. 
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actual worid, and, moreover, m this ever-agitated democraqr lit 
is the eternal denunciator and instigator of eveiy riot and mnider 
that takes place; he it is who under the name of '*ihe peopled 
friend " becomes the arbiter of lives and the veritable sovemgn. 
•—That a people borne down with taxes, wretched and starving, 
schooled by declaimers and sophists, should have welcomed diis 
theory and acted under it is again comprehensible; extreme suf- 
fering renders all weapons avaflable, and where there is oppres- 

_ don, that doctrine is true which serves to throw oppression off. 
But that public men, legislators and statesmen, with, at last, min- 
isters and heads of the government, should have made tiiis 
theory their own ; that they should have more fondly clung to it 
as it became more destructive ; that, daily for three years they 
should have seen social order crumbling away piecemeal undiar 
its blows and not have recognised it as the instrument of sudi 
vast ruin that, in the light of the most disastrous experience, 
instead of regarding it as a curse they should have glorified it aa 
a boon ; that many of them — an entire party, almost all of the 
Assembly — should have venerated it as a religious dogma and 
:arried it to extremes with the enthusiasm and rigor of &ith; 
that, driven by it into a narrow strait, ever getting narrower and 
narrower, they should have continued to crush each other at 
every step ; that, finally, on reaching the visionary temple of their 
so-called liberty, they should have found themselves in a slaughter- 
house, and, within its precincts, should have become in turn 
butcher and brute; that, through their maxims of universal, typical 
liberty they should have inaugurated a despotism worthy of Da- 
homey, a tribunal like that of the Inquisiton, and raised human 
hecatombs like those of ancient Mexico; that, amidst their prisons 
and scaffolds they should persist in beUeving in the righteousness 
of their cause, in their own humanity, in their virtue, and, on their 
fall, have regarded themselves as martyrs — ^is certainly strange; 
such intellectual aberration, such excessive self-conceit are rardy 
encountered, and a concurrence of circumstances, the like of 
which has never been seen in the world but once, was necessary 
to produce it 

£xaggerated^lf-:.QOi;iQeit and dogmatism , however, are not rare 

1 in the human species. These two rp9tsii>f-the„Ja^bin intellect 
exist in all countries, underground and indestrucdUe. Evetjr 
where tfiey axe kept from sprouting by the established older ol 
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things ; evoywhere are they strivmg to upheave old historic fonn- 
dations which press them down. Nov, as foimerly, students live 
in garrets, bohemians in lodgings, physidans without patients and 
lawyeis without clients in lonely offices, so many Brissots, Dait- 
tons, Marats, Robespieires, and Sl Justs in embryo; only, for 
lack of air and sunshine, they never come to maturity. At twen- 
ty, on entering society, a young man's judgment and self-esteem 
are exuemely sensitive. — Let the sodety in which he is com- 
prised be what it will, it is for him a scandal to right reason: it 
was not organized by a legislative philosopher according to a 
sound principle, but is the work of one generation after another, 
according to manifold and changing necessities. It is not a. pro- 
duct of logic, but of history, and the new-fledged thinker shrugs 
bis shouldera as he looks up and sees what the ancient tenement 
is, the foundations of which are arbitrary, its architecture con- 
fiised, and its many repairs plainly visible. — In the second place, 
whatever degree of perfection preceding institutions, laws, and 
customs have reached, these have not received his assent ; others, 
his predecessors, have chosen for him, he being subjected before- 
hand to moral, political, and social forms which pleased them. 
Whether they please him or not is of no consequence. Like a 
horse trotting along between the thills of a wagon in the harness 
that happens to have been put on his back, he has to make the 
best of it. Besides, whatever its oi^anization, as it is essentially 
a hierarchy, he is oearly always subaltern in it, and must ever 
remain so, either soldier, corporal or sergeant. Even under 
the most Hberal system, that in which the highest grades are 
accessible to all, for every five or six men who take the lead ot 
command others, one hundred thousand must follow or be coto- 
nanded, which makes it vain to tell every conscript that he caiv 
ries a marshal's baton in his sack, when, nine hundred and 
ninety-nine times out of a thousand, he discovers too late, on 
rummaging bis sack, that the baton is not there.— It is not sm^ 
prising that he is tempted to kick against social bairieis withio 
which, willingly or not, he is enrolled, and which predestine him 
to subordination. It is not surprising that on emerging from tra- 
ditional influences he should accept a theory which subjects these 
arrangements to his arbitrament and gives him authority over his 
uperiors. And all the more because there is no doctrine more 
simple and better adapted to his inex.^ieEve[iC«\ ''&.''&'&« cn^ tsB& 
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he can comprehend and manage off-hand. Henoe it is that 
young men on leaving college, especially those who have their 
way to make in the world, are more or less Jacolnn, — it is a dSr- 
tender whkh belong to growth} — In well organised communities 
this distemper is beneficial, and is soon cured. The public 
edifice being substantial and carefiilly guarded, malcontents soon 
discover that they have not enough strength to pull it down, and 
that on conten(^g with its guardians they gain nothing bat 
blows. After some grumbling, they too enter at (me or the other 
of its doors, find a place for themselves, and enjoy its advantages 
or become reconciled to their lot Finally, either through imita- 
tion, or habit, or calculation, they willingly form part of that gar- 
rison which, in protecting public interests, protects ^lor own 
private interests as wdL Generally, after ten years have gone 
by, the young man has obtained his rank in the file, where he 
advances step by step in his own compartment, which he no 
longer thinks of tearing to pieces, and under the eye of a police- 
man whom he no longer thinks of condemning. He even some- 
times thinks that policeman and compartment are of use to him ; 
considering the millions of individuals who are trying to mount 
the social ladder, each striving to get ahead of the other, he suc- 
ceeds in comprehending this — that the worst of calamities would 
oe a lack of barriers and of guardians. 

Here the worm-eaten barriers have cracked all at once, their 
easy-going, timid, incapable guardians having allowed things to 
take their course. Society, accordingly, disintegrated and a pell- 
mell, is turned into a turbulent, shouting crowd, each pushing 
and being pushed, all alike over-exdted and congratulating each 
other on having finally obtained elbow-room, and all demanding 
that the new barriers shall be as fiagile and the new guardians 
as feeble, as defenceless, and as inert as possible. This is what 
has been done. As a natural consequence, those who were 
foremost in the ranks have been turned back; many have 
been struck down in the firay, while in this permanent state of 
disorder, which goes under the name of definitive order, red 
beeb and pumps continue to be trod on by hob-nailed shoes 
and sabots.'^-^K firee field is now open to the dogmatist and 

> Gwlnre Pbnbcrt. <*Toat Dotairearhr6(k«talUnes'* ( 'Bfadasne Bovary"). '*Fr6- 
iirfe tio u f ak que le boaheur ta/kax£ par rexodlenoe de mb Ive tardaat 4 Tcair ** {** L'E<in 

... . ,j_ 
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the intemperate egotist There are no more veoerable instliiU' 
tions to overawe, nor physical force to keep them in restraint 
On the contrary, the new constitution, through its theoretical 
deciaiations and the practical apphcation of these, invites them 
to disolay themselves. — For, on the one hand, this constitution, 
as lav declares that it is founded on pure reason, beginning 
with a long string of abstract dogmas irom which its positive 
prescriptions are assumed to be rigorously deduced ; this is sub- 
mitting all laws to the shallow comments of reasoners who will 
both interpret and break them according to principle. — On the 
other hand, practically, it hands over all government powers to the 
elections and confers on the clubs the control of the authorides ; 
this is ofiering a premium to the presumption of the ambitious who 
put themselves forward because they think themselves capable, and 
who defame their rulers purposely to displace them. — Every ad- 
ministrative system is a miiieu which serves to develop some 
species ol the human plant and blight others. This is the be£l 
one for the propagation and rapid increase of the coffee-house 
politician, the club haranguer, the stump -speaker, the street-rioter, 
the committee dictator — in short, the revolutionist and the tyrant 
Phantasy and presumption in this political Jiot-bed assutne mon- 
strous proportions, and, in a few months, brains that are now 
only ardent become of a white heat 

Let us trace the effect of this excessive, unhealthy temperature 
on imaginations and ambitions. The old tenement is down; the 
foundations of the new one are not yet laid; society has to be 
made over again from top to bottom. All well-meaning people 
are invited to come and help, and, as one plain principle suffices 
m drawing a plan, the first comer may succeed. Henceforth polit- 
ical fancies swarm in the district meetings, in the clubs, in the 
newspapers, in pamphlets, and in every head-long, venturesome 
brain. " There is not a merchant's clerk shaped by reading the 
'Nouvelle H^loise,'' not a pedagogue that has translated ten 
pages of Livy, not an artist that has looked through Rollin, not 
a paragraphist that is converted into a political authority by com- 
mitting to memory the logogriphs of the 'Contrat Social,' who 
does not manu&cture a constitution. . . Ab nothing pre- 
sents less of an obstacle than the perfecting of the imaginary, 
all perturbed spirits flock to, and become exdted, in litis 
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ideal reahn. Begiiming widi curiosity^ all end in tnuiq>orl& 
Ordinary people rush to the enterprise the same as a muer to an 
incantation scene which promises to bring him treasure, and, 
thus childishly attracted, each hopes to find at once, what hat 
never been seen under even the most liberal governments, immu* 
table perfection, universal brotherhood, the power of acquiring 
what one lacks, and a life composed wholly of enjoyment" 

One of these enjoyments, and a keen one, is this species of 
speculation. One soars in space. By means of eight or ten 
ready-made phrases, derived fix)m the six-penny catechisms circu- 
lated by thousands in the country and in the suburbs of the towns 
and cities,^ a village attorney, a customs clerk, a check-taker of a 
theatre, the sergeant of a soldier's mess becomes a legislator and 
philosopher; he criticises Malouet, Mirabeau, the Ministry, the 
King, the Assembly, the Church, foreign Cabinets, France, and 
all Europe. Consequendy, on these important subjects, which 
always seemed forever forbidden to him, he offers resolutions, 
reads addresses, makes harangues, obtains applause, and con- 
gratulates himself on having argued so well and with such big 
words. To hold forth on questions that are not understood is 
now an occupation, a matter of pride and profit '' More is 
uttered in one day," says an eye-witness,* " in one section of Paris 
than in one year in all the Swiss political assemblies put together. 
An Englishman would give six weeks of study to what we dispose 
of in a quarter of an hour." Everywhere, in the town halls, in 
popular meetings, in the sectional assemblies, in the wine shops, 
on the public promenades, on street comers vanity erects a tribune 
to verbosity. " Contemplate the incalculable activity of such a 
machine in a loquacious nation where the passion for being some- 
thing dominates all other affections, where vanity has more phases 
than there are stars in the firmament, where reputations already 
cost no more than the trouble of insisting on their being deserved, 
ndaere society is divided between mediocrities and their trumpeters 
who laud them as divinities ; where so few people are content 
with their lot, where the comer grocer is prouder of his epaulette 

1 ■< Entredent du P^ Ginud," l>y Collot d'Heibois. ** Les Etrawes do Peuple/' by 
Itairbre. ** La Constitution Fran^abe pour ks Habitant des Campagnca,** ate. Later, 
"L'Alphabet dea Sana-Coloctea,'' ««Le Nouveau Cat^chiime RdpablicaiB,'' <'Lci Com. 
aBDdements de la Patrie et de la R^ubliqoe " (in vene), etc 

^Mercum dt Frwui, an aitich by ICaUeuDupan, April 7» 1799. (SnradiKf op of d^ 
iTpi.) 
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than the Grand CoodJ of his Maishal's baton, where agitation 
without object or resources is perpetual, where, frosa the floor* 
■CTubber to the dramatist, from the academician to the simpleton 
who gets muddled over the evening newspaper, from the witty 
courtier down to his philosophic lackey, each one revises Montes- 
quieu with the self-sufficiency of a child which, because it is learning 
to read, deems itself wise ; where self-esteem, in disputation, cav- 
illing and sophistication, destroys all sensible conversation; where 
no one utteis a word but to teach, never imagining that to learn 
one must keep quiet ; where the triumphs of a few lunatics entice 
every crackbrain from his den ; where, with two nonsensical ideas 
put together out of a book that is not understood, a man assume? 
to have principles; where swindlers talk about morality, women 
of easy virtue about civism, and the most infamous of beings 
about the dignity of the species ; where the discharged valet of a 
grand seignor calls himself Brutus I "—In reality, he is Brutus in 
his own eyes. Let the time come and he will be so in earnest, 
especially against his late master; all he has to do is to give him 
a thrust with his pike. Until he acts out the part he spouts it, 
and grows excited over his own tirades ; his common sense gives 
way to the bombastic jargon of the revolution and to declama- 
tion, which completes the Utopian performance and eases his 
brain of its last modicum of ballasL 

It is not merely ideas which the new regime has disturbed, but 
it has also disordered sentiments. " Authority is transferred from 
the Ch&teau of Versailles and the courtier's antechamber, with no 
intermediary or counterpoise, to the proletariat and its flatterers." ' 
The whole of the staff of the old government is brusquely set 
aside, while a general election has brusquely installed another in 
its place, offices not being given to capacity, seniority, and expe- 
rience, but to self-sufficiency, intrigue, and exaggeration. Not 
<Hily are legal rights reduced to a common level, but natural 
grades are transposed ; the social ladder, overthrown, is set up 
again bottom upwards; the first eflfect of the promised regenera- 
tion is " to substitute in the administration of public a^irs petti- 
foggers for mapstiates, ordinary citizens for cabinet ministers, 
ex-commoners for ex-nobles, rustics for soldiers, soldiers for cap- 
tains, captains for generals, cur^s for bishops, vicars for cur6^ 
Vionks for vicars, brokers for financiers, en\^\v\cs t« ^ispiNswjRcaj 
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ton, journalists for political economists^ rhetoricians for legisla- 
tors, and the i>oor for the rich." — Every species of covetousnesi 
is stimulated by this spectacle. The profusion of offices and the 
anticipation of vacancies '* has excited the thirst for command, 
stimulated self-esteem, and inflamed the hopes of the most inept. 
A rude and grim presumption renders the fool and the ignoramus 
unconscious of their insignificance. They have deemed them- 
selves capable of anything, because the law granted public 
functions merely to capacity. There has dawned upon each an 
ambitious perspective ; the soldier thinks only of displacing his 
captain, the captain of becoming a general, the derk of supplant- 
ing the chief of his department, the new-fledged attorney of don- 
ning the purple, the cur^ of being ordained a bishop, the veriest 
scribbler of seating himself on the legislative bench. Offices and 
professions vacated by the appointment of so many upstarts aflford 
in their turn a vast field for the ambition of the lower classes."— 
Thus, step by step, owing to the reversal of social positions, is 
brought about a general intellectual fever. ^ France b trans- 
formed into a gammg-table, wnere, alongside of the discontented 
citizen oflering his stakes, sits, bold, blustering, and with ferment- 
ing brain, the pretentious subaltern rattling his dice-box. • • • 
At the sight of a public fimctionary emerging firom nothings 
where is the bootblack whose soul does not bound with emulsr 
tion ? " — He has merely to push himself and elbow his way to 
secure a ticket '' in this immense lottery of popular luck, of pre- 
ferment without merit, of success without talent, of apotheoses 
without virtues, of an infinity of places distributed by the people 
wholesale, and enjoyed by the people in detail." Political charla- 
tans flock thither firom every quarter, those taking the lead who, 
being most in earnest, believe in the virtue of their nostrum, and 
need power to impose its recipe on the community ; all being 
saviors, all places belong to them, and especially the highest 
They lay siege to these conscientiously and philanthropically ; if 
necessary, they will take them by assault, hold them through 
force, and, forcibly or otherwise, administer their panacea to the 
human species. 

IIL 

Such are our Jacobins, bom out of social decomp)osition like 
mmbrooms ant of compost Let us considtx lh^\i xsmitt oc^guiv 
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sation, for they have one as fonneily the Puritans; we have only 
to follow their dogma down to its depths, as with a sounding- 
line, to reach the psychological stratum in which the normal 
balance of faculty and sentiment is overthrown. 

When a statesman, who is not wholly unworthy of that great 
name, finds an abstract principle in his way, as, for instance, that 
of popular sovereignty, he accepts it, if he accepts it at all, accord- 
ing to his conception of its practical bearings. He begins, accord- 
ingly, by imagining it applied and in operation. From personal 
recollections and such information as he can obtain, he forms an 
idea of some village or town, some community of moderate size 
in the north, in the south, or in the centre of the country, for 
which he has to make laws. He then imagines its inhabitants 
acting according to his principle, that is to say, voting, mounting 
guard, levying taxes, and administering their own affairs. Famil* 
iar with ten or a dozen groups of this sort, which he regards as 
examples, he concludes by analogy as to others and the rest on 
the territory. Evidently it is a difficult and uncertain process; 
to be exact, or nearly so, requires rare powers of observation, 
and, at each step, a great deal of tact, for a nice calculation has 
to be made an given quantities imperfectly ascertained and imper^ 
fectly noted I^ Any political leader who does this successfully^ 
does it through the ripest experience associated with genius 
And even then he keeps his hand on the check-rein in push« 
ing his innovation or reform; he is almost always tentative; 
he applies his law only in part, gradually and provisionally ; he 
wishes to ascertain its efifect ; he is always ready to stay its opera- 
tion, amend it, or modify it, according to the good or ill results of 
experiment; the state of the human material he has to deal with 
is never clear to his mind, even when superior, until after many_ 
and repeated gropings. — Now the Jacobin pursues just the oppo- | 
site course. His principle is an axiom of political geometry, 
which always carries its own proof along with it; for, like the 
axioms of common geometry, it is formed out of the combination 
of a few simple ideas, and its evidence imposes itself at once on 

> Fox, before deckfing on any meatore, consulted a Mr. H » one of the most minfli^ 
•otfad, and eren narrow-minded, members of the House of Commons. Some astoaJshmaat 
kcmf expfessed at this, he nepiied that he regarded Mr. H— — as a perfect tjrpe of dM 
hnilrirn and prejudices of a country gentleman, and he used him as a thermom e ter. N14MK 
leon likewise stated that before framtng an important law, hit ImsfjbiBii^^iBBHMSi^^f^VBBVN^ 
iAm ir avoid males OB the BBBd of a boriy pMMBfc. 
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all minds capable of embracing in one conception the two tenns 
of which it is the aggregate expression. Man in general, the 
rights of man, social contract, liberty, equality, reason, nature, 
the people, tyrants, are all elementary conceptions ; whether pre- 
cise or not, they fill the brain of the new sectary ; oftentimes 
these terms are merely vague, sounding words, but that makes 
no difference; as soon as they meet in his brain an axiom springs 
out of them that can be instantly and absolutely applied on every 
occasion and at all hazards. Men as they really are do not con- 
. cem him. He does not observe them ; he does not require to 
"Observe them ; with closed eyes he imposes a pattern of his own 
on the human substance manipulated by him ; the idea never en- 
ters his head of forming any previous conception of this complex, 
multiform, swaying material — contemporary j)easants, artisans, 
townspeople, curds and nobles, behind their ploughs, in their 
homes, in their shops, in their parsonages, in their mansions, with 
their inveterate beliefs, persistent inclinations, and powerful wills. 
Nothing of this enters into or lodges in his mind ; all its avenues 

are stopped by the abstract principle which flourishes there 
and fills it completely. Should actual experience through the 
eye or ear plant some unwelcome truth forcibly in his mind, it 
cannot subsist there ; however c»bstreperous and telling it may be, 
the abstract principle drives it out ; if need be it will distort and 
strangle it, on the ground or its being a calumny, as it gives the 
He to the principle which is true m itself and indisputable. Mani* 
festly, a mind of this stamp is not sound ; of the two faculties 
which should puU together harmoniously, one is undeveloped and 
the other over-developed; facts are wanting to turn the scale 
against the weight of formulae. Too heavy on one side and too 
light on the other, the Jacobin mind turns violently over on that 
side to which it leans, and such is its incurable infirmity. 

Consider, indeed, the authentic monuments of Jacobin thought, 
the '' Journal des Amis de la Constitution,'' the gazettes of Lou- 
stalot, Desmoulins, Brissot, Condorcet, Frdron and Marat, Robes- 
pierre's and St. Just's pamphlets and speeches, the debates in 
the Legislative Assembly and in the Convention, the harangues 
addresses and reports of the Girondists and Montagnards, in 
brief, the forty volumes of extracts compiled by Buchez and 
Roux. Never has so much been said to so little purpose ; alJ 
\ht \rath that is uttered is drowned in the monot.o\i>f a.v\d kifil^ 
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tion of empty verbiage and vociferous bombast One e]q>«ri- 
ence in this direcdoD is sufficient. The historian who resorts to 
this mass of rubbish for accurate information finds none of any 
account; in vain wiU he read kilometers of it: scarcely will he 
encounter one fact, one instructive detail, one document which 
brings before his eyes a distinct physiognomy, which shows him 
the real sentiments of a villager or of a gentleman, which vividly 
portrays the interior of a hdtel-de-ville, of a soldier's barracks, 
of a municipal council chamber, or the character of an insunec- ~ 
tion. To define fifteen or twenty types and situations which sum 
up the history of the period, we have been obliged, and shall be, 
to seek them elsewhere— in the correspondence of local admin- 
istrators, in affidavits on criminal records. In the secret police* 1 
reports, and in the narratives of foreigners,* who, prepared for it I 
by a different education, look behind words for things, and see 
France beyond the "Contrat Social." This teeming -Trance, thii 
grand tragedy which twenty-six millions of players are perform- 
ing on a stage of twenty-six thousand square leagues, is lost to 
the Jacobin; his literature, as well as his brain, contain only un- 
substantial generalizatiODS like those above cited, rolling out in a 
mere play of ideas, sometimes in concise tenns when the writer 
happens to be a professional reasoner like Condorcet, but most 
frequendy in a.tangled, knotty style full of loose and discon- 
nected meshes when the spokesman happens to be an improvised 
politician or a philosophic tyro like the ordinary deputies of the 
Assembly and the haranguers of the clubs. It is a pedantic 
scholastidsm set forth with fanatical rant Its entire vocabulary 
consists of about a hundred words, while all ideas are reduced 
to one, that of man in himself; society, in their conception 
of it, consists of so many human units, all alike equal and in- 
dependent, contracting together for the first time; none could 
be briefer, for, to arrive at it, man had to be reduced to % 
tta vynnm . Never were political intellects so dried up, and 
BO wilfully; for it is the attempt to systematise and to sim- 
plify which causes their impoverishment In that respect tbef 
follow the method of the century, keeping in the track of 
Jean-Jacques Kousseau : tbeir mental mould is the elassU mould, 
which mould, already contracted with the late philosophers, is yet 

"■Coaovaodno* tl Qmanatm Uoci^ "Utnobi 4 maoPi wr "■*■■*' 
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more so with them hardened and toughened to excess. The beil 
representatives of the type are Condorcet,^ among the Girondists, 
and Robespierre, among the Montagnards, both mere dogmatists 
and pure logicians, the latter the most remarkable and with a 
perfection of intellectual sterility never surpassed-^In the forma- 
tion of durable laws, that is to say, in the adaptation of social 
machinery to characters, conditions, and circumstances, such a 
mind of all others is certainly the most impotent and the most 
mischievous, for it is organically short-sighted; and, again, its 
rode of axioms, interposed between it and sturounding objects, 
shuts off its horizon ; beyond its own coterie and club it dis- 
tinguishes nothing, while in the vagueness and confusion of the 
distance it sets up the empty idols of its own Utopia. — But when 
power has to be taken by assault, and a dictatorship arbitrarily 
exercised, the mechanical rigidity of such a mind is serviceable 
rather than detrimental Unlike that of the statesman, it has no 
drawback, no embarrassment arising from the necessity of making 
investigations, of respecting precedents, of looking into statistic^ 
of calculating and tracmg beforehand in different directions th% 
near and remote consequences of its work as this affects the inter 
ests, habits, and passions of diverse classes. All this is super 
annuated and superfluous ; the Jacobin comprehends legitimate 
government and good lawr instantaneously ; his rectilinear pro- 
cess is the shortest and most efficient both for destruction and 
construction. For, if calm reflection is required to get at what 
suits twenty-six millions of living Frenchmen, a mere glance suf- 
fices for him to know what is requisite for the human abstractions 
of the theory ; — ^mdeed, according to the theory, men are all 
shaped to one pattern, nothing being left to them but an ele- 
mentary will ; thus defined, the philosophic automaton demands 
liberty, equality and popular sovereignty, the maintenance of the 
rights of man and adhesion to the " Contrat Social" This suf- 
fices : henceforth the will of the people is known, and known 
beforehand ; a consultation among citizens previous to action is 
not essential ; there is no obligation to await their votes. In any 
event, a ratification by the people is sure ; and should this not be 

> See, in ** Trogr^ de I'esprit humaine/' the superiority awarded to the republican coostl* 
tntikmof 179^ (Book ix.) "The principles oV of which the constitution and lawi ol 
Fnmce have been combined are purer, more exaci, uid deeper than those which governed 
ib« Americanft : they have aofe completely escaped the influence of every sort of pram- 
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forthcoming it is owing to their ignorance, disdain, or malice, in 
which case their response deserves to be considered as null ; the 
best thing to do, consequently, through precaution and to protect 
the people from what is bad for them, is to dictate to them whu 
is good for them. — In all this, the Jacobin acts in good faith; 
for the men in whose behalf he cWns rights are not flesh-and- 
blood Frenchmen, as we see them in the streets and in the fields, 
but men in general, as they ought to be on leaving the hands of 
Nature, or after the teachings of Reason. As to the former, 
there is no need of being scrupulous because they are infatuated 
with prejudices and their opinions are mere driveling; as for the 
later, it is just the opposite : fiill of respect for the vainglonous 
images of his own theory, of spectres begotten by lus own intel< 
lectual contrivance, the Jacobin always will bow down to responses 
that he himself has provided, for, the beings that he has created 
are more real in his eyes than living ones and it is their su&age 
on which he counts. Accordingly, viewing things in the wont 
Ught, he has nothing against him but the momentary antipathy 
of a purblind generation. To o&et this, he enjoys the approba- 
tion of humanity, self-obtained ; that of a posterity which his actt 
have regenerated ; that of men who, thanks to him, are again 
become what they should never have ceased to be. Hence, &r 
from looking upon himself as an usurper or a tjrrant, he considers 
hinasdf the natural mandatory of a veritable people, the author^ 
iied executor of the common wiU. Marching along in the pro- 
oesnon formed for him by this imaginary crowd, sustained by 
millions of met^bysical wills created by himself in his own imager 
be has their unanimous assent, and, like a chorus of triumphant 
■honts, he wilt fill the outward world with the inward echo of hit 



IV. 

In every doctrine lAich wins men over to it, die wa^^taHrj it 
contuns is less potent than the promises it makes; its powcf 
over them is greater through their sensibility than through their 
intelligence ; for, if the heart is often the dupe of the head, th« 
latter is much more frequendy the dupe of the former. We do 
not accept a system because we deem it a true one, but because 
die truth we find in it suits us. Political or religious bnatidsm^ 
117 theological at philoac^od channd in nYoi:^ ^im&v %KrAt 
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always has its source in some ardent longing, some secret paftmnif 
some accumulation of intense, painful desire to which a theory 
affords an outlet ; in the Jacobin, as well as in the Puritan, there 
is a fountain-head of this description. What feeds this source 
with the Puritan is the anxieties of a disturbed conscience which, 
forming for itself some idea of perfect justice, becomes rigid and 
multiplies the commandments it believes that God has promul- 
gated ; on being constrained to disobey these it rebels, and, to 
impose them on others, it becomes tyrannical even to despotism. 
The first effort of the Puritan, however, wholly internal, is self- 
control ; before becoming political he becomes moral. With the 
Jacobin, on the contrary, the first precept is not moral, but polit- 
ical; it is not his duties which he exaggerates but his righta^ 
while his doctrine, instead of being a prick to his conscience/ 
flatters his pride.^ Vast and insatiate as human pride may be^ 
it is satisfied this time, for never before has it had so mudi to 
feed upon. 

In the programme of the sect do not seek for the limited pre- 
rogatives growing out of self-respect which the proud-spirited man 
daims for himself, such as civil rights accompanied with those 
political liberties that serve as sentinels and guardians of these 
rights — security for life and property, the stability of the law, the 
mtegrity of courts, equality of citizens before the law and under 
taxadon, the abolition of privileges and arbitrary proceedings, 
the election of representatives and the administration of public 
funds ; in short, the precious guarantees which render each citizen 
an inviolable sovereign on his limited domain, which protect his 
person and property against all species of public or private 
oppression and exaction, which maintain him calm and erect 
before competitors as well as adversaries, upright and respectful 
in the presence of magistrates and in the presence of the gov* 
emment A Malouet, a Mounier, a Mallet-Dupan, partisans of 
the English Constitution and Parliament, may be content with 
such trifling gifts, but the theory holds them all cheap, and, xF 
need be, will trample them in the dust Independence and 

1 Cunine DesmouUns, the enfant UrribU of the Revolution, confesses this, as wdl as othof 
truths. After dting the Revolutions of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, "whidi 
dohred dieir virtue from and had their roots in conscience, which were sustained by fiutali> 
cism and the hopes of another world," he thus concludes ; " Our Revolution, pordy poEt 
(cal, b wholly rooted in egotism, in everybody's amour profrt, in the combinatknis of wUdl 
mhfund the oommoo interest" (" Brinot dfivoUft," bty CaaUk DcnmSlu. ^QmEJaMi fi^ 
Moaxg XIII aof, JanvMty, S799.) 
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Bccunty for the private citizen is not what it promises, not the 
right to vote every two years, oot a moderate exercise of tuflu- 
CDce, not an indirect, limited and intermittent control of the 
commonwealth, but political dominion in the full attd complete 1 
^^ossession of France and the Fremh people. There is do doubt 
on this point. In Rousseau's own words, the " Contrat Social" : 
prescribes "the complete alienation to the community of each 
associate and all his rights," every individual surrendering him- 
Klf wholly, "just as he may actually be, he himself and all his 
powers of which his possessions foim a part," so that the State, 
not only the recognised owner of property, but of minds and 
bodies as well, may forcibly and legitimately impose on every 
member of it such education, form of worship, religious faith, 
opinions, and sympathies as it deems best* Now, each man, 
■oldy because he is a man, is by right a member of this despotic 
sovereignty. Whatever, accordingly, my condition may be, my 
incompetency, my ignorance, my insignificance in the career in 
which I have plodded along, I have full control over the fortunes, 
lives, and consciences of twenty-six millions of French people, 
being accordingly Czar and Pope, according to my share of 
authority. 

But if I adhere strictly to this doctrine, I am yet more so than 
my quota warrants. This royal prerogative with which I am 
endowed is only conferred on those who, like myself, sign the 
Social Contract in full; others, merely because they reject some 
dause of it, incur a forfeiture ; no one must enjoy the advan- 
tages of a pact of which some of the conditions are repudiated. 
Again, as this pact is based on natursl right and is obligatory, 

1 ItniiwinH'i Uni nf ihi onudpotBiuaf the Sute li ilu that of Louii XIV. ud Nipclciia. 
tl b cxEriooi to hs Uh devdopmeat of Lhft ume idea in the miod of ft coatsmportrj bour 
gisit, lOu RMif de la fii«oiiBe,hilf Ktenrruul half one of tlw people. (" Nina da Pub,'' 
XV'nuil, 377. IB iba Scpttmbs Muocrei.) "No, I do not pitr ifaoee '•"■■'■"' ptieui; 
lh*T bave done Ihe coualiy too much miiduef Wkaimrr m ttcirtf.ir* wu^tUj^lt, 
dafra, Oimt it titAi Hi who oppoKt tliU, wba aili dmm wai ud tTDicaBog on ibt 
•ataon, ia a moiMVT. Order It alwayi found in die agneraenl of Iht aajmitf. TJU ■tHtfr. 
itfiflmtjip-m),lnttalil,n^i/aUwietaUyHtkL Nolhiai but cotaaoa aenie it 
iHdcd w lee thai mih." liU. (On the eiecuiian of Unu XVI.), p. 447- "Had du 
aatkn the ncht to condema and uecutc bimf No dunldng penon ^ai aak mch a qae» 
Bob. TIu «Iuf> b mtyMng m ituff: in power i> that vhicli ibe whole human kind 
vould bave if but one natiDn, one aingk govemmcnc Eovenwd tbo slobe. Who vonld dan 
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he who r^ects it or withdraws from it, becomes by that act a 
miscreant, a public wrong-doer and an enemy of the people. 
There were once crimes of royal 1^-majesty; now there are 
crimes of popular lise-majesty, which crimes are committed 
when by deed, word, or thought, any portion whatever of the 
nore than royal authority belonging to the people is denied or 
contested. The dogma through which popular sovereignty 
is proclaimed thus actually ends in a dictatorship of the few, 
and a proscription of the many. Outside of the sect you are 
outside of the law. We, five or six thousand Jacobins of Paris, 
are the legitimate monarch, the in&llible Pontiff, and woe betide 
the refi'actory and the lukewarm, all government agents, all 
private persons, the clergy, the nobles, the rich, merchants, 
traders, the indifferent among all classes, who, steadily opposing ^ 
or 3rielding uncertain adhesion, dare to throw doubt on our ui^aj 
questionable right I ^ 

One by one all these consequences are to come into light, and^ 
it is evident that, let the logical machinery by which they unfold 
themselves be what it may, no ordinary person, unless of con- 
summate vanity, will fully adopt them. He must have an 
exalted opinion of himself to consider himself sovereign other- 
wise than by his vote, to conduct public business with no more 
misgivings than his private business, to directly and fordblj 
interfere with this, to set himself up, he and his clique, as guides^ 
censors and rulers of his government, to persuade himself that^ 
with his mediocre education and average intellect, with his few 
scraps of Latin and such information as is obtained in reading- 
rooms, coffee-houses, and newspapers, with no other experience 
than that of a club, or a municipal council, he could discourse 
wisely and well on the vast, complex questions which superior 
men, specially devoted to them, hesitate to take up. At first this 
presumption existed in him only in germ, and, in ordinary times, 
it would have remained, for lack of nourishment, as diy-rot or 
creeping mould. But the heart knows not what strange seeds it 
contains I Any of these, feeble and seemingly inoffensive, needs 
only air and sunshine to become a noxious excrescence and a 
colossal plant Whether third or fourth rate attorney, counsel- 
lor, surgeon, journalist, cur6, artist, or author, the Jacobin is like 
the low hind that has just found, in one comer of his hut, a lot 
of old parchments which entitle him to the thmn^ What a 
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contrast between the meanneaf of his calling and the impoTtimce 
with which the theory invests him! With what rapture he 
accepts a dogma that rais^ him so high in his own estimation I 
Diligently conning the D^laration of Rights, the Constitution, 
all the official documents that confer on hira such glorious pre- 
rogatives, charging his imagination with them, he immediately 
assumes a tone befitting his new position.' 

Nothing surpasses the haughtiness and arTogancu of this tone. 
It declares itsejf at the' outset in the harangues of the clubs and 
in the petitions to the Constituent Assembly. Loustalot, Fr^on, 
Danton, Marat, Robespierre, St. Just, always employ dictatorial 
langu^c, that of the sect, and which finally becomes iie jargon 
of their meanest valets. Good-breeding or toleration, anything 
that denotes regard or respect for others, find no place in their 
utterances nor in their acts; an usurping, tyrannical conceit 
creates for itself a language in its own image, and we see not 
only the foremost actors, but their commonest supernumeraries, 
enthroned on their grandiloquent platform. Each in his own 
eyes is Roman, savior, hero, and great man. " I stood in the 
tribune of the palace," writes Anacharsis Clootz,' "at the head 
of the foreigners, acting as ambassador of the human species, 
while the ministers of the tyrants regarded me with a jealous and 
disconcerted air." A schoolmaster at Troyes, on the opening of 
the club in that town, advises the women "to teach their children, 
as soon as they can utter a word, that they are free and have 
equal rights with the mightiest potentates dl the universe." ' 
Pition's account of the journey In the king's carrii^, on the 
return from Varennes, must be read to see how &r self-import- 
ance and the impertinence of a blackguard can be carried.* 

^Manilmr^ XI. 46. Speech br Isrvrd in fhe Aucmblr, Jul 5^ 1791. ''Tlie peoj^urt 
oo» comcioin of their dignity. They know, Kiordiaj 10 the Cmnilulion, tlm cmj 
Frenchman '1 dlt>lEO u: Ijvc free, the equal of ■!!, mud one of the canmofl ■ot«R9Cfnjr.'*-» 
Cuaian dc Manilfaa, I. 44$. Speech by Choliet, in the Lyou Cvitnl Dub, March ii, 
1793- "Know Itulyt^iare kin^ and iddr than kingi. Do you not feci Hreragsty dm 
Culadng in your veiDi t' ' 

^Mtniliur, v. i}6. (Celsbration oT the PedentlaD. July 11, 1790.) 

■Albert HiiIkiu. "Hiitoire de Troya pendul la Rtvoliitlaii," I. 436 (April la, ino). 

'Mortiiner-Tcnuui, "Kiitare dc )a Tcrrtur," I. jsj. (Filioii'i own umtin sTtha 
^MrBcf.) Thi] pen blockhead oonot even ipell : be writci OKi^ for a««/i!(, etc Ur a 
•OOTinced that Madame Elixabetli. the kiog'i HHter, want! to meduCe hini. and that «ba 

■y anal, ajii] let (be bnpuliea of Daiujt ba- 1 their way." He taakei a diapiay of vntoa, 
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In their memoirs and even down to their epitaphs, Baxbaroux, 
Buzot, Pdtion, Roland, and Madame Roland ^ give themselves 
certificates of virtue, and would pasr. for Plutarch's characters, if 
we could take their word for it. Th's infatuation is always on 
the increase, from the Girondists to the Montagnards. St Just, 
at the age of twenty-four, and merely a private individual, is 
already consumed with suppressed ambition. Marat says : " I 
believe that I have exhausted every combination of the human 
intellect in relation to morality, philosophy and political science." 
IRobespierre, from the beginning to the end of the Revolution, is 
always, in his own eyes, Robespierre the unique, the one pure 
man, the infallible and the impeccable ; no man ever burnt to 
himself the incense of his own praise so constantly and so 
directly^^^lf-conceit thus drains the cup of theory to the bot- 
tom, however distasteful its dregs and however fatal its poison to 
those who even defy its nausea for the sake of swallowing it. 
Since it is virtue, no one may reject its dictates without commit- 
ting a crime. Thus construed, the theory divides Frenchmen 
into two groups—one consisting of aristocrats, fanatics, egoists, 
the corrupt, bad citizens in short, and the other patriots, philoso- 
phers, and the virtuous — ^that is to say, those belonging to the 
sect.' Thanks to this solution of it, the vast moral and social 

> The '* Mtooiret de Madame Roland '* is a masterpiece of tluU conceit supposed to be m 
carefuny concealed as not to be visible and never off its stOts. "I am beautiful, I am afleo- 
tionate, I am sensitive, I inspire love, I reciprocate, I remain virtuous, my mind is superior, 
and my courage indomitable. I am philosopher, statesman, and writer, worthy of the higli- 
est success," is constantly in her mind, and always perceptible in her phraseology. Real 
modesty never shows itself. On the contrary, many indecorous diings are said and done by 
her from bravado, and to set herself above her sex. Cf. the " Memoirs of Mrs. Hutchin* 
son," which present a great contrast Madame Roland wrote: "I see no part in society 
which suits me but that of Providence." — The same presumption shines out in otheiB, with 
less refined pretentions. The following letter, found among the papers of the iron ward- 
robe, is addressed to the king by the deputy Rouyer. "I have compared, examined, and 
foreseen everything. All I ask, to carry out my noble puri>oses, is that direction of forces 
which the law confers on you. I am aware of and brave the danger; weakness defefs to 
this, while genius overcomes it I have turned my attention to all the courts of Europe^ 
and am sure that I can force peace on them." — Robert, an obscure pamphleteer, asks Dq 
mouries to make him ambassador to Constantinople, while LouVet, the author of " Fan- 
blas," declares in his memoirs that liberty perished in 1792, because he was not appointed 
Minister of Justice. 

^MoniUur, p. 189. Speech by Collot d'Herbois, on the wdtrtdUadti at Lyons. "Wa, 
too^ possess sensibility I The Jacobins have every virtue ; they are oompaasbnate, humaxw, 
generous. These virtues, however, are cherished for patriots, who are their bredu^n, bal 
never for aristocrats." — Meilian, " M6moires," 4. " Robespierre was one day eulogisin|f a 
■uui named Desfieux, well known foi his lack of integrity, and whom he finally sacrificed. 
' I said to lum, your man Desfieux is known to be a thief.' * No matter,' he repEed, 'he ii 
a good patriot' * But he u a fiaudulent bankrupt' *He is a good patriot' 'Ueisare^ 
otr. * 'He Im a good patriot '—which three words were all I could get out of hSm," 
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worM with which diey deal finds its deimition, expression, a^A 
representatioD in a ready-made anUthesis. — It is quite clear now 
what the object of government is : the wicked must submit to 
the good, or, which is briefer, die wicked must be suppressed. 
To this end let us employ confiscation, imprisonment, exile, 
drowning and the guillotine. All means are justifiable and 
meritorious with traitors ; now that the Jacobin has made hi* 
slaughterings canonical, lie slays through philanthropy. 

^hus is this character rounded ofi' like that of the theologian 
who would become an inquisitor. Extraordinary contrasts meet 
in its formation — a lunatic that is logical, and a monster that 
pretends to have a conscience. Under the pressure of his ^th 
and egodsm, he has developed two defonnities, one of the head 
and the other of the heart ; his common sense is gone, and his 
m<»al sense is utterly perverted. In fixing his mind on abstract 
fonnnlas, he is no longer able to see men as they aie ; through 
self-admiration he finally comes to viewing his adversaries, and 
even his rivals, as miscreants deserving of death. On this down- 
hill road nothing stops him, for, in qualifying things inversely to 
their true meaning, he has violated within himself the predouS 
conceptions which bring us back to truth and justice. No light 
reaches eyes which regard blindness as clear-sightedness; no 
remorse affects a soul which erects barbarism into patriotism, and 
which sanctions murder with dutyTI 
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I. Fonnadon of the party. — ^Its recruits. — These are rare fai the 
class and amongst the masses. — They are nnmerons hi the low boargeols 
class and in the upper stratum of the people. — The position and edacation 
which enroll a man in the party. — ^11. Spontaneous associations after Joly 
14, 1789. — How these dissolve. — Withdrawal of people of sense and occq- 
pation. — Namber of those absent at elections. — Birth and multiplication of 
Jacobin societies. — ^Their influence over their adherents — ^Their manoeuvres 
and despotism. — III. How they view the liberty of the press. — Their 
political doings. — IV. Their rallying-points. — Origin and composition of 
the Paris Jacobin club. — It affiliates with provincial clubs. — Its Leaders.-— 
The Fanatics. — ^The Intriguers. — ^Thcir object — Their means. — ^V. SmaU 
number of Jacobins. — Sources of their power. — ^They form a league. — ^They 
have fiiith.— Their unscrupulousness. — ^The power of the party vested in 
the group which best fulfills these conditions. 

I. 

Characters of this sort are found in all classes of society ; no 
situation or position in life protects one from wild Utopias or 
frantic ambition. We find among the Jacobins a Barras and a 
Chiteauneuf-Randon, two nobles of the oldest families, Con- 
dorcet, a marquis, mathematician, philosopher and member of 
two renowned academies, Gobel, bishop of Lydda and suffragan 
to the bishop of Bdle, H^rault de S6chclles, a proteg^ of the 
Queen's and attorney-general to the Paris parliament, Lepelletier 
de St. Fargeau, chief-justice and one of the richest land-owners 
in France, Charles de Hesse, major-general, born in a royal 
family, and, last of all, a prince of the blood and fourth person- 
age in the realm, the Duke of Orleans. — But, with the exception 
of these rare deserters, neither the hereditary aristocracy nor the 
upper magistracy, nor the highest of the middle class, none of 
the land-owners who live on their estates, or the leaders of 
industrial and commercial enterprises, no one belonging to the 
administration, none of those, in general, who are or deserve to 
24 
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be considered social authorities, furnish the party with recruits; 
all have too much at stake in the political edifice, shattered as it 
is, to wish its entire demolition ; their political experience, brief 
as it is, enables them to see at once that a habitable house is not 
built by merely tracing a plan of it on paper according to the 
theorems of school geometry. — On the other hand, the theory in 
the lower class, among the mass of rustics and the populace, 
unless transformed into a shibboleth, finds no listeners. Me- 
tayers, farmers, and small cultivators looking after their own plots 
of ground, peasants and craftsmen who work too hard to think 
and whose minds never range beyond a village horizon, busy 
only with that which brings them in their daily bread, find 
abstract doctrines unintelligible ; should the dogmas of the new 
catechism arrest their attention the same thing happens as with 
the old one, they do not understand them ; that mental faculty 
by which an abstraction is reached is not yet formed in them. 
On being taken to a political club they fall asleep ; they open 
their eyes only when seme one announces that tithes and feudal 
privileges are to be restored; they can be depended on for 
nothing more than a broil and a jacquerie; later on, when their 
grain comes to be taxed or is taken, they prove as refiractory 
under the republic as under the monarchy. 

The adepts in this theory come firom other quarters, from the 
two extremes of the lower stratum of the middle class and the 
upper stratum of the low class. Again, in these two contiguous 
groups, which merge into each other, those must be left out who, 
absorbed in their daily occupations or professions, have no time 
or thought to give to public matters, who have reached a fair 
position in the social hierarchy and are not disposed to run 
risks, almost all of them well-established, steady-going, mature, 
married folks who have sown their wild oats and whom some 
experience in Ufe has rendered distrustful of themselves and oi 
theories. Overweening conceit is average in average human 
natiu-e at all times, and with most men speculative ideas obtain 
but a loose, transient and feeble hold. Moreover, in this society 
which, for many centuries consists of people accustomed to being 
ruled, the hereditary spirit is bourgeois ^ that is to say, used to dis- 
cipline, fond of order, peaceable and even timid. There 
remains a minority, a very small one,^ innovating and restless 

■<■— ' ■ .^1 111! 

>S«e the figure^ further <». 
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consisting, on the one hand, of people who are discontented 
with their calling or profession, because they are of secondary or 
subaltern rank in it,^ debutants not fully employed and aspirants 
for careers not yet entered upon ; and, on the other hand, of 
men of unstable character, all who are uprooted by the immense 
upheaval of things ; in the Church, through the suppression of 
convents and through schism ; in the judiciary, in the adminis- 
tration, in the financial departments, in the army, and in various 
private and public careers, through the reorganisation of institu* 
dons, througli the novelty of fresh resources and occupations, 
and through the disturbance caused by the changed relationships 
of patrons and clients. Many who, in ordinary times, would 
otherwise remain quiet, become in this way nomadic and extrav- 
agant in politics. Among the foremost of these are found those 
who, througli a classical education, can take in an abstract 
proposition and deduce its consequences, but who, for lack oi 
special preparation for it, and confined to the narrow circle of 
local affairs, are incapable of forming accurate conceptions of a 
vast, complex social organisation, and of the conditions which 
enable it to subsist. Their talent lies in making a speech, in 
dashing off an editorial, in composing a pamphlet, and in draw- 
ing up reports in more or less pompous and dogmatic style, and, 
if we accept the kind, a few of them who are gifted become 
eloquent, but that is all. Those who take leading parts, lawyers, 
notaries, bailiffs and former petty provincial judges and attorneys, 
are of this class, two-thirds of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly and of the Convention, surgeons and doctors in small 
towns, like Bo, Levasseur, and Baudot, second and third-rate 
literary characters, like Barr^re, Louvet, Garat, Manuel, and 
Ronsin, college professors like Louchet and Romme, school- 
masters like Leonard Bourdon, journalists like Brissot, Desmou- 

I Mallet-Dupan, II. 491. Danton, in 1793, said one day to one of his fonner lirediren, aa 
advocate to the Council: " The old regime made a great mistake. It brought me up oa a 
scholarship in Plessis College. I was brought up mith nobles, who were my comndes, and 
with whom I lived on familiar terms. On completing my studies, I had nothing ; I wai 
poor, and tried to get a place. The Paris bar was unapproachable, and it required an 
effort to be accepted. I could not get into the army, without either rank or a patxoo. 
There was no opening for me in the Church. I could purchase no employment, for I hadn't 
a cent My old companions turned their backs on me. I remained without a situation^ 
and only after many long years did I succeed in buying the post of advocate in the Royal 
Council I1ie Revolution came, when I, and all like me, threw tfaemsdves into it "thm 
ancient regime forced us to do so, by providing a good education for us, without providiag 
ma opening for our talents." This appliet to Robespierre, C Detmoufins, BkiMO^ Tei|Bi 
uud, And otben. 
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ItDS and Fr^ran, actors like CoUot d' Herbois, artists like Sergent, 
OratorUns like Fouch^, capuchins like Chabot, more or less 
secularised priests like Leboa, Chasles, Lakanal, and Gr6goire, 
students scarcely out of school like St. Just, Monet of Stras- 
bourg, Rousseliti of St. Alhin, and Julien of the Drdme — in short, 
badly-cultivated minds sown with poor seed, and in which the 
theory had only to fall to kill out every good seed and thrive 
like nettles. Add to these the chariatans and others who live by 
their wits, the visionary and morbid of all sorts, &om Fanchet 
and Klootz to Ch^ier or Marat, the whole of that needy, chat* 
tering, irresponsible crowd, ever swarming about large cities 
ventilating its shallow conceits and abortive pretensions. Farthet 
in the background appear those whose scanty education qualifies 
them to half understand an abstract principle and imperfecdy 
deduce its consequences, but whose roughly-polished instinct 
atones for the feebleness of a coarse argumentation; through 
cupidity, envy and rancor, they divine a rich pasture-ground 
behind the theory, and Jacobin dogmas become dearer to them, 
because the imagination sees untold treasures beyond the mists 
in which they are shrouded. They can listen to a club harangue 
without falling asleep, applaud its tirades in the right place, offer 
a resolution in a public garden, shout in the tribunes, pen 
affidavits for arrests, compose orders-of-the-day for the national 
guard, and lend theii lungs, arms, and sabres to whoever 
bids for them. But here their capacity ends. In this group 
merchants' and notaries' clerks abound, like Hubert and Hen- 
riot, Vincent, and Chaumette, butchers like Legendre, postmasters 
like Drouet, boss-joiners like Duplay, school -teacheis like that 
Buchot who becomes a minister, and many others of the same 
sort, accustomed to jotting down ideas, with vague notions of 
orthography and who are apt in speech-making,' foremen, sub- 
officers, former mendicant monks, pedlars, tavern-keepers, retail- 
ers, market-porters,* and city-journeymen from Gouchon, the 

■Daulwi, " Li Duiacogie & Puis a 1^3." "^ "Puii In 1794," Read Gencnl Hcb- 
riot'icrdenof tlMtUjriD thcH tivo irDrks. CoiapvdoD, "HuLdite du Tribunal R^lutwn- 
uire da Puu," a ktler by Trinchant, I. ^ (wbich <i hctc giien in the Diiginnl, dp Kcoiml 
of ilw irt)iogi>)ihy) 1 "SiluDcil putouu ieuU« et qua la compngoioa uil i tnnliertii 
pcua mm cbain uuia Tenii Toir juffcr 34 incDcan toui ti dcrtat prudent ou caEtclin- tq 
paricoiept da Puii et da Toulouse. Ja t'aiavita ■ prendre qualquc choge avea de >eiib 

'tU, II, 3y>, —• -I-"*-" of Asdrf Cbaoier.— Wallon, "Misc. du Trfb. IUt.". t, -^^ 
lAtdbr Sioiea. "JalacoinalaboajouimoiiatmaD«uv<»i**^" 
■"raraddaHkOa" Thar anDniad^tid* of "Ijh torn v™!^^^''^^'' 
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orator of the faubourg St. Antoine, down to Simon, the cobbler 
of the Temple, from Trinchard, the juryman of the Revolution- 
ary Tribimal, down to grocers, tailors, shoemakers, tapsters, 
waiters, barbers, and other shopkeepers or artisans who do thdr 
work at home, and who are yet to do the work of the September 
massacres. Add to these die foul remnants of every popular 
insurrection and dictatorship, beasts of prey like Jourdain of 
Avignon, and Foumier the American, women like Th^roigney 
Rose Lacombe, and the tricoteuses of the Convendon who have 
unsexed themselves, the amnestied bandits and other gallows*- 
birds who, for lack of a police, have a wide range, street-stroUen 
and vagabonds, rebels against labor and discipline, the whole of 
that class in the centre of civilisation which preserves the 
instincts of savages, and asserts the sovereignty of the people to 
glut a natural appetite for license, laziness, and ferocity. 

Thus is the party recruited through an enlisting process that 
gleans its subjects from every station in life, but which reaps 
them down in great swaths, and gathers them together in the 
two groups to which dogmatism and presumption naturally 
belong. Here, education has brought man to the threshold, 
and even to the heart of general ideas ; consequendy, he feels 
hampered within the narrow bounds of his profession or occupa- 
tion, and aspires to something beyond. But as his education 
has remained superficial or rudimentary, consequendy, outside of 
his narrow circle he feels out of his place. He has a perception 
or obtains a glimpse of political ideas and, therefore, assumes 
that he has capacity. But his perception of them is confined to 
a formula, or he sees them dimly through a cloud; hence his 
incapacity, and the reason why his menta lacuna as well as his 
attainments both contribute to make him a Jacobin. 

11. 

Men thus disposed cannot fail to draw near each other, to 
understand each other, and combine together; for, in the principle 
of popular sovereignty, they have a common dogma, and, in the 
conquest of political supremacy, a common aim. Through a 
common aim they form a faction, and through a common dogma 
they constitute a sect, the league between them being more easily 
effected because they are a faction and sect at the same time.«- 
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At first, their association is not distinguishable in the multitade 
of other associations. Political societies spring up on all sides 
after the taking of the Bastille. Some kind of organisation hac 
to be substituted for the deposed or tottering government, in 
order to provide for urgent public needs, to secure protection 
against ruffians, to obtain supplies of provisions, and to guard 
against the probable machinations of the court. Committees 
installed themselves in the Hotels-de-ville, while volunteers 
formed bodies of militia : hundreds of local governments, almost 
independent, arose xti the place of the central government, almost 
destroyed.* For six months everybody attended to matters of 
common interest, each individual getting to be a public person- 
age and bearing his quota of the government load — a heavy 
load at all times, but heavier in times of anarchy ; this, at least, 
is the opinion of the greatest number, but not the opinion of some 
of them. Consequendy, a division arises amongst those who 
had assumed this load, and two groups are formed, one huge, 
inert and disintegrating, and the other small, compact and ener- 
getic, each taking one of two ways which diverge fix)m each 
other, and which keep on diverging more and more. 

On the one hand are the ordinary, sensible people, those who 
are busy, and who are, to some extent, not over-conscientious, 
and not over-conceited. The power in their hands is assumed 
by them because they find it prostrate, lying abandoned in the 
street; they hold it provisionally only, for they knew before- 
hand, or soon discover, that they are not qualified for the post, 
it being one of those which, to be properly filled, needs some 
preparation and fitness for it. A man does not become legislator 
or administrator in one day, any more than he suddenly becomes 
a physician or surgeon. If an accident obliges me to act in the 
latter capacity, I yield, but against my will, and I do no more 
than is necessary to save my patients from hurting themselves ; 
my fear of their dying imder the operation is very great, and, as 
soon as some other person can be got to take my place, I go 
home.* I should be glad, like everybody else, to have my vote 
in the selection of this person, and, among the candidates, I 
should designate, to the best of my ability, one who seemed to 

•Ct "The Revolution," page 6a 

( C£ on this point the admisaans of the honest BaiUy (" M^oixe^* ^<u«^m^. 
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me the ablest and most conscientious. Once selected, however 
and installed, I should not attempt to dictate to him; his cabi- 
net is private, and I have no right to ran there constantly and 
cross-question him, as if he were a child or under suspicion. It 
does not become me to tell him what to do; he probably knows 
more about the case than I do ; in any event, to keep a steady 
handy he must not be threatened, and, to keep a dear head, he 
must not be disturbed. — Nor must I be disturbed ; my oflioe and 
books, my shop, my customers must be attended to as wdL 
Everybody has to mind his own business, and whoever woidd 
attend to his o^-n and another's too, spoils both. 

This way of thinking pre^-ails with most healthy mmds towaidi 
the beginning of the year 1790, all whose heads are not turned 
by insane ambition and the mania for theorising, especially after 
six months of practical experience and knowing the dangers^ 
miscalculations, and vexations to which one is exposed in trjring 
to lead an eager, over-exdted population. — ^Just at this time^ 
December, 1789, munidpal law becomes established throughout 
the country ; all the mayors and municipal officers are elected 
almost immediatdy, and in the following months, all administra- 
tors of districts and departments. The interregnum has at length 
come to an end. Legal authorities now exist, ^-ith legitimate and 
dearly-determined functions. Reasonable, honest people gladly 
turn power over to those to whom it belongs, and certainly do 
not dream of resuming it. All assodations for temporary pur- 
poses are at once disbanded for lack of an object, and if others 
are formed, it is for the purpose of defending established 
institutions. This is the object of the Federation, and, for six 
months, people embrace each other and exchange oaths of 
fidelity. After this, July 14, 1790, they retire into private lifi*, 
and I have no doubt that, from this date, the political ambition 
of a large plurality of the French people is satisfied, for, although 
Rousseau's denunciations of the social hierarchy are still dted 
by them, they, at bottom, desire but little more than the suppres- 
sion of administrative brutality and state favoritism." All diis 
is obtained, and plenty of other things besides ; the august title 

>R6iif de b Bretonne: "Nuits de Paris," xxime nutt, p. 36. "I lived in Paris twentyw 

fcT« yean as free as air. All could enjoy as much freedom as myself in two ways — by 

Iring oprif^tly, and by not writing pamphlets against the ministry. Ail else was per. 

■itted, my freedom never being interfered widi. It is only since die Revolution diat • 

AOMOMirc/ OKi/d Mieoeed in having me azrestcd twictti** 
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of sovereign, the deference of the public authorities, the saluta- 
tions of all who wield a pen or make a speech, and, still better, 
actual sovereignty in the appointment to office of all local and 
national administrators ; not only do the people elect their dep- 
uties, but every species of functionary of every degree, those of 
commune, district, and department, officers in the national guard, 
civil and criminal magistrates, bishops and cur6s. Again, to 
ensure the responsibility of the elected to their electors, the term 
of office fixed by law is a short one,* the electoral machine which 
summons the sovereign to exercise his sovereignty being set 
agoing about every four months. 

This was a good deal, and too much, as the sovereign himself 
soon discovers. Voting so fi-equently becomes unendurable ; so 
many prerogatives end in getting to be drudgery. Early in 
1790, and after this date, the majority forego the privilege of 
voting and the number of absentees becomes enormous. At 
Chartres, in May, 1790,* 1,447 ^^^ o^ i>SSi voters do not attend 
preliminary meetings. At Besan^on, in January, 1790, on the 
election of mayor and municipal officers, 2,141 out of 3,200 
registered electors are recorded as absent firom the polls, and 
2,900 in the following month of November.' At Grenoble, in 
August and November of this year, out of 2,500 registered 
voters, more than 2,000 are noted as absent.* At Limoges, out 
of about the same number, there are only 150 voters. At Paris, 
out of 81,400 electors, in August, 1790, 67,200 do not vote, 
and, three months later, the number of absentees is 71,408.' 

1 C£ "The Rerolutko," VoL I. p. 264. 

^Mamiieurf IV. 495. (Letter (irom Chartres, May vjt X79a) 

•Sausay, I. 147, t95» ax8, 7x1. 

^Mercun de Fri$ice, numbers of August 7, 14, 96, and Dec. x8, X790. 

^IHd., number if Noyember 36, x/pa Potion is elected mayor of Paris by 6,738 out 
of xoy63a voters. 'Only 7,000 voters are foimd at the election of the electors who elect 
deputies to the legislature. Primary and municipal meetings are deserted in the same pro- 
portion.'* — Moniteur^ X. 539 (Number of Dec 4, X79t). Manuel is elected Attorney of the 
Commtme by 3,770 out of 5,3xx voters. — Ihid. XI. 378. At the election of mtmidpal officers 
for Paris, Feb. 10 and zx, 1793, only 3,787 voters present themselves ; Dussault, who obtains 
the most votes, has 3,588; Sergent receives 1,648.— Buchec et Roux, XI. 938 (session of 
Aug. Z3, 1791). Speech by Chapelier ; "Archives Nationales," F. 6 {carUri)^ sz. Primary 
meeting of June 13, 1791, canton of B&ze (C6te d'Or). Out of 460 active citizens, 157 are 
present, and, on the final ballot, 58. — Ibid.^ F. 3,335 (January, X793). Lozerre: "z,ooo 
citizens, at most, out of 35,000, voted in the primary meetings. At Saint-<3h&ly, capital of 
the district, a few armed ruflSans succeed in forming the primary meeting and in substitut- 
ing their own election for that of eight parishes, whose frightened citizens withdrew fix>m 
it. . . At Langogne, chief town of the canton and district, out of more than 400 active 
c'iiaeiis, ea or 33 at most— just what one would suppose them to be when thdr 
^row awmj the rest— akue fonned the meetings" 
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Thus for every elector that votes, there are four, six, dght, ten, 
and even sixteen that abstain from voting. — In the election of 
deputies, the case is the same. At the primary meetings of 
1791, in Paris, out of 81,200 registered names more than 74^000 
fail to respond. In the Doubs, three out of four voters stay 
away. In one of the cantons of the Cdte d'Or, at the dose of 
the polls, only one-eighth of the electors remain at the counting 
of the votes, while in the secondary meetings the desertion is 
not less. At Pans, out of 946 electors chosen only 200 are 
found to give their suffrage ; at Rouen, out of 700 there are but 
160, and on the last day of the ballot, only 60. In short, "in 
all departments," says an ora^r in the tribune, "scarcely one 
out of five electors of the second degree discharges his duty.** 

In this manner the majority hands in its resignation. Throng^ 
inertia, want of forethought, lassitude, aversion to the electoral 
hubbub, lack of political preferences, or dislike of all the polit* 
ical candidates, it shirks the task which the constitution imposes 
on it. Its objc^ct is not to take up the burden of a collateral 
task in addition — a weightier task, namely, that of devoted labor 
to a new league. Men who cannot find time once in three 
months to drop a ballot in the box, will not come three times a 
week to attend the meetings of a club. Far from meddling with 
the government, they abdicate, and as they refuse to elect it, they 
will not undertake to control it. 

It is just the opposite with the upstarts and dogmatists who 
regard their royal privileges seriously. They not only vote at the 
elections, but they mean to keep in their own hands the authority 
they delegate. In their eyes every magistrate is one of theii 
creatures, and remains accountable to them, for, in point of law. 
the people may not part with their sovereignty, while, as a fiict, 
power has proved so sweet that they are not disposed to part 
with it.* During the six months preceding the regular elections, 
they have come to know, comprehend, and test each other; they 
have held conventicles ; a mutual understanding is arrived at, 

'This power, with its gratificatk^ns, is thtis shown, Deugnot, 1. 140^ 147. "On the ptthliai* 
don of the decrees of August 4, the committee of overseers of Montigny, rdnfoiced fay all 
the patxiots of Uie country, came down like a torrent on the borooy of Qioiseul, and exter- 
•linated all the hares and partridge. . . They fished out the ponds. . . At Mandi« 
we happen to be in the front room of the inn, with a dozen peasants gathered around a 
niUe decked with tumblers and beetles, amongst which we noticed an inkstand, pens, and 
someChing resembUng a register. * I don't know what thejr are about,' said the landlady, 
bat there they are, fiom morning till night, dnnVmg, tweaxmi^ a&4 ^toni^^ aswisf «( 
099ijbuJj, mod they taj that they ^n a com$mtUe* '* 
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and henceforth, as other associations disappear like scanty vege- 
tation, theirs * rise vigorously on the abandoned soil. A club is 
established at Marseilles before the end of 1789; each large 
town has one within the first six months of 1790, Aix in Febru- 
ary, Montpellier in March, Nismes in April, Lyons in May, and 
Bordeaux in June.* But their greatest increase takes place 
after the Federation festival. Just when local gatherings merge 
into that of the whole country, the sectaries keep aloof, and 
form leagues of their own. At Rouen, July 14, 1790, two 
surgeons, a printer, a chaplain at the Conciergerie, a widowed 
Jewess, and four women or children living in the house,— eight 
persons in all, pure and not to be confounded with the mass,'— 
bind themselves together, and form a distinct association. Their 
patriotism is of superior quality, and they take a special view of 
the social compact ; * in swearing fealty to the constitution they 
reserve to themselves the Rights of Man, and they mean to 
maintain not only the reforms already effected, but to complete 
the Revolution just begun. — During the Federation they have 
welcomed and indoctrinated their fellows who, on quitting the 
capital or large cities, become bearers of instructions to the small 
towns and hamlets ; they are told what the object of a club is, 
and how to form one, and, everywhere, popular associations 
arise on the same plan, for the same purpose, and bearing the 
same name. A month later, sixty of these associations are in 
operation; three months later, one hundred; in March, 179I9 
two htmdred and twenty-nine, and in August, 1791, nearly four 
hundred.^ After this date a sudden increase takes place, owing 
to two simultaneous impulses, which scatter their seeds broad- 
cast over the entire territory. — On the one hand, at the end of 
Tiily^ 179^^1 *^ moderate men, the fiiends of law and order, who 
still hold the dubs in check, all constitutionalists, or FeuUlants^ 

> Albert Babeau, L 906^ 34a. — The first meeting of the revolutioniuy committee of Ttoyei^ 
in the cemetery of St Jules, August, 1789. This committee becomes the only anthoriqr in 
die town, after the assassination of the mayor, Huez (Sept 10^ 1790). 

* " The French Revolution," VoL I. pp. 335, 349, 951. — Buches et Roox, VL x79.~OSii]DoB 
de Mention, " Hiatoire de la Ville de Lyon pendant la Revolution," L 87. — Guadet, "Les 
Gtrondins." 

■Micfaekt, "Histoiie de la Revolution/' 11. 47. 

4 The rules of Uke Paris dub state that memhen must " labor to establish and strengdMB 
the constitudon, according to the MpMi o/tht club" 

*Mercmrt de Francg, Aug. ix, XTga—" Journal de la Sod6te des Amis de k Conrfttl> 
tion," Nov. 9X, X79a— /3iUl, March, tj^t.^^Hd., Aug. 14, 1791 (speech by Roedwo).— 
Bodies et Rouz, XL 481. 
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withdraw from them and leave them to the ultraism or trivialitgr 
of the moiionnaires ; ^ the political tone immediately falls to that 
of the tavern and guard-house, so that wherever one or the other 
of these is found, there is a political dub. On the other hand, a 
convocation of the electoral body is held at the same date fiir 
the election of a new National Assembly, and for the renewal of 
local governments ; the prey being in sight, hunting-parties are 
everywhere formed to capture it In two months,* six hundred 
new clubs spring up ; by the end of September they amount to 
one thousand, and in June, 1792, to twelve hundred — as many 
as there are towns and walled boroughs. On the fall of the 
throne, and at the panic caused by the Prussian invasion, during 
a period of anarchy which equalled that of July, 1789, there 
were, according to Roederer, almost as many clubs as there were 
communes, 26,000, one for every village containing five or six 
hot-headed, boisterous fellows, or roughs, {tape-duri)^ with a 
copyist able to pen a petition. 

After November, 1790,' "every street in every town and ham- 
let," says a journal of large circulation, "must have a dub of 
its own. Let some honest mechanic invite his neighbors to his 
house, where, with a light at the common expense, he may read 
aloud the decrees of the National Assembly, on which he and 
his neighbors may comment. Before the meeting doses, in 
order to enliven the company, which may fed a little gloomy on 
account of Marat's articles, let him read the patriotic, amusing 
imprecations of Pfire Duchesne."* — ^The advice is followed. At 
these meetings are read aloud pamphlets, newspapers, and cate- 
chisms despatched from Paris, the "Gazette Villageoise," the 
"Journal du Soir," the "Journal de la Montague," "Pfire 
Duchesne," the " Revolutions de Paris," and " Laclos' Gazette." 
Revolutionary songs are sung, and, if a good speaker happens 
to be present, a former oratarien^ lawyer, or pedagogue, he 
empties his declamatory budget by expatiating on the Greeks 

> So called from certain faidiiridnals idzing ereiy opportunity at poHtical meetiBfi to naka 
motions and ofler reaolotions.— Til 

'Michelet, II. ^r/.'^MoMtUur, XII 347 (May ix, 1793), article by Bffaria Clilakr, •coord- 
bg to whom 800 JacoUn clubs exist at this dztc—Ih'd., XII. 753 (speech faj H* DeUau^ 
session of June 25, 1793).— Roederer, preface to his translation of Hobbes. 

s '* Lea Revolutions de Paris," by Prudhomme, number 173. 

* Constant, "Histoire d'un Gub Jacobin en province," ptutim (Fontainbleau Club, 
fomuSed May 5, X79X). — Albert Babeau, 1. 434 and following pages (foundation of the Troyes 
Clnb, Oct 1790). Sauzay, I. so6 and following pages (foundation of the Bes^npon Qufc 
Aaig:. a4 t^go), /hd, 9x4 (foundation of the Pontai^ia Qu\>, Maxdx, xt)^V 
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and Romans and proclEuming the regeneration of the human 
spedes. Another, appealing to women, wants to see "the decla- 
ration of the Rights of Man suspended on the walb of their 
bedrooms as their principal ornament, and, should war break 
out, these virtuous patriots, marching at the head of our armies 
like new bacchantes with dishevelled locks, brandishing the 
thyrsus." Shouts of applause greet this sentiment. The minds 
of the listeners, swept away by this gale of declamation, become 
overheated and ignite through mutual contact ; like half-con- 
sumed embers that would die out if let alone, they kindle into 
a blaze when gathered together in a heap. — Their convictions, 
at the same time, gain strength. There is nothing like a coterie to 
make these take root In politics, as in religion, faith generating 
the church, the latter, in its turn, nourishes faith ; in the dub, as 
in the conventide, each derives authority from the common 
unanimity, every word and action of the whole tending to prove 
each in the right. And ail the more because a dogma which 
-remains uncontested, ends in seeming incontestable; as the 
Jacobin lives in a narrow circle, carefiilly guarded, no contrary 
opinions find their way to him. The public, in his eyes, seems 
two hundred persons ; their opinion weighs on him without any 
counterpoise, and, outside of theii beUef, which is his also, every 
other belief is absurd and even culpable. Moreover, he dis- 
covers through this constant system of preaching, which is noth- 
ing but flattery, that he is patriotic, intelligent, virtuous, of which 
he can have no doubt, because, before being admitted into the 
dub, his civic virtues have been verified and he carries a printed 
certificate of them in his pocket. — Accordingly, he is one of an 
filite corps, a coq>3 which, enjoying a monopoly of patriotism, 
holds itself aloof, talks loud, and is distinguished from ordinary 
citizens by its tone and way of conducting things. The dub of 
Pontarlier, fi^m the first,' prohibits its members from using the 
common forms of politeneas. " Members are to abstain fivm 
saluting their fellow-citizens by removing the hat, and are to 
avoid the phrase, 'I have the honor to be,' and others of like 
import, in addressing persons." A proper idea of one's impor- 
tance is indispensable, " Does not the famous tribune of the 
Jacobins in Paris inspire traitors and impostors with fear? And 
do not anti- Revolutionists return to dust on beholding it?" 

'Swnr>LiiitA(ial «,n9»l- 
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True enough, acd in the provinces is weD is at tbe *^p»fl, 
for, scarcely is a dab organised when it sets to work on die 
population generally. In many of the luge aties, in Favisi 
Lyons, Aix and Bordeaux, there are two dabs in paitneishipy* 
one, more or less req>ectable and parliamentaiy, ''composed 
partly of the memben of the different branches of the idminis- 
tration and specially devoted to purposes of genend utility^" 
and the other, practical and active, made up of bar-room 
politicians and club-haranguers, who indoctrinate woikmen, 
market -gardeners and the rest of the lower bourgeois cdaas^ 
The latter is a branch of the former, and, in mrgent cases, sup- 
plies it with rioters. " We are placed amongst the people,** says 
one of these subaltern dubs, " we read to them the decrees, and, 
through lectures and counsd, we warn them against the publtca- 
tions and intrigues of the aristocrats. We ferret out and track 
plotters and their machinations. W> welcome and advise aD 
complainants; we enforce their demands, when just; finally, w^ 
in some way, attend to all details." Thanks to these vulgar 
auxiliaries, but whose limgs and amis are strong, the party soon 
becomes dominant ; it has force and uses it, and, denying that its 
adversaries have any rights, it re-establishes privileges of every 
kind for its o^n advantage. 

III. 

Let us consider its mode of procedure in one instance and 
upon a limited field, the fi-eedom of the press. In December, 
1790,' M. Etienne, an engineer, whom Marat and Fr6ron had 
denounced as a spy in their periodicals, brought a suit against 
them in the police court The numbers containing the libel 
were seized, the printers summoned to appear, and M. Etienne 
claimed a public retraction or 25,000 francs damages with costs. 
At this the two journalists, considering themselves infallible 
as well as exempt from arrest, are indignant. " It is of the ut* 
most importance," writes Marat, " that die informer should not 
be liable to prosecution as he is accountable only to the public 
for what he says and does for the public good." M. Etienne 

■ *' Journal des Amis de la ConsdtuUon/' I. 534 (Letter of the **Caft NatMoal" Qob 
of Bordeaax, Jan. 99, X79X). Cmllon de MontI6on, I. 88.— "The French Revolutioo," toL 
I. xaB, 343. 

* Eugtee Hadn, "Histoire pofidque et litt^raire de la presie," FV. aio (with Uiiaifi 
h "rAai du peuple," aad Ffdnm'i hi 'TOrateur du peupk"!. 
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(sumamed Languedoc), therefore, is a traitor : " Monsieur Lon- 
guedoc, I advise you to keep your mouth shut; if I can have 
you huDg 1 wilL" M. Etieone, nevertheless, persists and obtains 
a first decision in his favor. Fire and flame are at once belched 
forth by Marat and Fr^n : " Master Thorillon," ezdaima Fr^ 
ron to the commissaiy of police, "you shall be punished and 
held up to the people as an example I " This infamous decision, 
of course, had to be aimulled. " Citizens," writes Marat, "go in 
a body to the Hdtel-de-Ville and do not allow one of the guards 
to enter the court-room."— On the day of the trial, and in the 
most condescending spirit, but two grenadiers are let in. These, 
however, are too many and shouts from the Jacobin crowd arise . 
"Turn 'em out I We rule here," upon which the two grenadiers 
withdraw. Fi4joa avers triumphantly, by way of compensation, 
that he had counted in the court-room " sixty of the victors at 
the Bastille led by the brave Santerre, who intended to interfere 
in the trial." The interference, indeed, does take place and first 
with the plaintiff. M. Etienne is assailed at the entrance of the 
court-room and nearly knocked down, being so maltreated as to 
be obliged to take refuge in the guard-room ; he is spit upon, and 
they "move to cut off his ears." His friends receive "hundreds 
of kicks," while he runs away, and the case is postponed. It is 
called up again several times, but the judges are now to be com- 
pelled. A certiun Mandart in the audience, author of a pamphlet 
on "Popular Sovereignty," springs to his feet and, addressing 
Bailly, mayor of Paris, and president of the tribunal, challenges 
the court. As usual Bailly yields, attempting to cover up his 
weakness with an honorable pretext: "Although a judge can be 
challenged only by the parties to a suit, the appeal of one citizen 
is sufficient for nie and I leave the bench." The other judges, 
who are likewise insulted and menaced, yield also, and, through 
a sophism which admirably illustrates the times, they discover 
in tlie oppression to which the plaintiff is subject a legal device 
by which they can give a fiur color to their denial of justice. 
M. Etienne having signified to them that neither he nor his 
counsel could attend in court, because their lives were in danger, 
the court decides that M. Etienne, "failing to appear in person, 
or by counsel, is non-suited." Victorious shouts at once pro- 
ceed fi^m the two journalists, while th«r articles on the case 
disseminated throughout France relieve jurisprudence ol ^iiA 



Jl THE REVOLUTION BOOK IT. 

tnunmels of decisions. Any Jacobin after this may denounoe^ 
insult, and calumniate whomsoever he pleases with impimity, 
sheltered as he is from the action of courts, and held superior to 
the law. 

Let us see, on the other hand, what liberty they allow theo 
adversaries. A fortnight before this, Mallet-Dupan, a writer of 
great ability, who, in the best periodical of the day, discusses 
questions week after week free of all personalities, the most in- 
dependent, straight-forward, and honorable of men, the most 
eloquent and judicious advocate of public order and true liberty^ 
is waited upon by a deputation from the Palais-Royal,^ consist- 
ing of about a dozen well-dressed individuals, civil enough and 
not too ill-disposed, but quite satisfied that they have a right to 
interfere; the conversation which ensues shows to what extent 
the current political creed had turned peoples' heads. 

" One of the party, addressing me, informed me that he and 
his associates were deputies of the Palais-Royal clubs, and that 
they had called to notify me that I would do well to change my 
principles and stop attacking the constitution, otherwise extreme 
violence would be brought to bear on me, I replied that I recog- 
nised no authority but the law and that of the courts ; the law 
is your master and mine, and no respect is shown to the consti- 
tution by assailing the freedom of the press," 

"The spokesman responded that the constitution was the 
common \i'ill. * As law is the rule of mighty you are subject to 
the government of the strongest and you ought to submit to 
that We notify you of the will of the nation and that is die 
law.'" 

Mallet-Dupan stated to them that he was not in favor of the 
ancient regime, but that he did approve of royal authority. 
* Oh," exclaimed all together, " we should be sorry not to have 
a king. We respect the King and maintain his authority. But 
you are forbidden to oppose the dominant opinion and the liberty 
which is decreed by the National Assembly." 

Mallet-Dupan, apparentiy, knows more about this than they 
do, for he is a Swiss by birth, and has lived under a republic for 
twenty years. But this does not concern them. They persist 
all the same, frve or sue talking at once, misconstrumg the sense 
of the words they use, and each contradicting the other in points 
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of detail, but all agreeing to impose silence on him : ''You should 
not run counter to the popular will, for in doing this you preach 
civil war, bring the assembly's decrees into contempt, and initaU 
the naiion,^^ 

Evidently they constitute the nation ; at all events they repre- 
sent it. Through this self-investiture they are at once magis- 
trates, censors, and police, while the scolded journalist is ovly 
too glad, in his case, to have them stop at injunctions. 

Three days before this he is advised that a body of rioters in 
his neighborhood ''threatened to treat his house Iflce that of M. 
de Castries," in which everything had been smashed and thrown 
out the windows. At another time, apropos of the suspensive 
or absolute veto, "four savage fellows came to his domicile to 
warn him, showing him their pistols, that if he dared write in 
behalf of M. Mounier he should answer for it with his life." 
Thus, from the outset, "just as the nation begins to enjoy the 
inestimable right of free thought and free speech, factional tyrants 
lose no time in depriving citizens of these, proclaiming to all 
that would maintain the integrity of their consciences : Trembk^ 
dUy or believe as we do P^ After this, to impose silence on those 
who express what is offensive, the populace, the club, the section, 
decree and execute, each on its own authority,^ searches, airests, 
assaults, and, at length, assassinations. Durmg the month of 
June, 1792, "three decrees of arrest and fifteen denunciations, 
two acts of affixing seals, four civic invasions of his premises, and 
the confiscation of whatever belonged to him in France" is the 
experience of Mallet-Dupan. He passes four years "without 
knowing with any certainty on going to bed whether he should 
get out of it in the morning alive and free." Later on, if he 
escapes the guillotine and the lantern, it is owing to exile. On 
the loth of August, Suleau, a conservative journalist, is massa- 
cred in the street — ^This shows how the party regards the firee- 
dom of the press. Other liberties may be judged of by its 
encroachments on this domain. Law, in its eyes, is null when it 
proves an obstacle, and when it aflfords protection to adversaries ; 

^Mtreurt de Frunct, Sept 3, 1791 (article by M«llet-Diipan). "On the strength of a 
dennndation, the audioTB of which I knew, the Luxembourg aection on the sxst of Jan^ 
th« day of the Idng^i departuxe, sent commissaries and a military detachment to my domi> 
tile. There was no judicial Terdict, no legal order, other of police-court, or justice of the 
peace, no examination whaterer preceding this mission. . . The employes of the section 
•wriianlad my papers, books and letters, transcribin|[ lotae oJl \!tvt\aLX\ec, wcA cKctvd^-wRvs 
I aod Ite ori(giBali^ pottbg leab on thft test, wYdc^ ^ex« \r& VII <2k^ 
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conaequently there is no excess which it does not sanction fix 
itself and no right which it does not refuse to others. 

There is no escape from the tyranny of the dubs. "That of 
Marseilles has forced the city officials to resign ; ^ it has summoned 
the municipal body to appear before it; it has ignored the authoiitj 
of the department, and has insulted the administrators of the law. 
Members of the Orleans dub have kept the national Supreme 
Court under supervision, and taken part in its proceedings. 
Those of the Caen club have insulted the magistrates, and seized 
and burnt the records of the proceedings commenced against the 
destroyers of the statue of Louis XIV. At Alby they have 
forcibly abstracted from the record-office the papers relating to 
an assassin's trial, and burnt them." The dub at Coutance gives 
the deputies of its district to understand that ''no reflections must 
be cast on the laws of the people." That of Lyons stops an 
artillery train, under the pretext that the ministry in office does 
not enjoy the nation's confidence. — ^Thus does die dub every- 
where reign, or prepare to reign. On the one hand, at the 
elections, it sets aside or supports candidates ; it alone votes, or, 
at least, controls the voting ; in short, the dub is the dective 
power, and practically, if not legally, enjoys the privileges of a 
political aristocracy. On the other hand, it assumes to be a 
spontaneous police-board; it prepares and circulates the lists 
which designate the ill-disposed, suspected, and lukewarm; it 
lodges information against nobles whose sons have emigrated; 
against unsworn priests who still reside in their former parishes, 
and against nuns, "whose conduct is unconstitutional"; it 
prompts, directs, and rebukes local authorities ; it is itself a sup> 
plemental, superior, and usurping authority. 

All at once, sensible men realise its character, and protest 
against it " A body thus organised," says a petition,* " exists 

solely for arming one citizen against another Discussions 

take place there, and denunciations are made under the seal of in- 
violable secrecy Honest citizens, surrendered to the most 

atrocious calumny, are destroyed without an opportunity of 

^Mtrenre «U France^ Aug. 37, 1791 (report by Duport-Dutertre, Minister of Justice).— 
tbid.^ C£ numbers of Sept. 8, 1790, and March 19, 1791. 

'Sausaj, I. 3c8. (Petition of the officers of the National Guard of Besanfon, and obwfb 

vmtions of the municipal body, Sept. 15, 1790. — Petition of 500 national guards, Dec. 13^ 

Z790). — Observations of the district directory, which directory, having authorised the clnli^ 

■TOWS that " three-quarters " of the national guard and a portion of oti^ dtixens *' are qii 

ko&dh to it. "-nSuniZar petitions at Dax, Chalons-sur-Saftne, etc, akteuxox ^^VvoildBd^ 
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defendiDg themselves. It is a veritaiU In^isitum. It is the 
centre of seditious publications, a school of cabals and intrigue. 
If the citizens have to blush at the selection of unworthy candi- 
dates, they are all due to this class of associations 

Composed of the excited and the incendiary, of those who aim 
to rule the State," the club everywhere tends " to a mastery of 
the popular intelligence, to thwarting the municipalities, to an 
i\itnision of itself between these and the people," to an usurpa- 
tion of legal forms and a "colossus of despotism." 

Vain complaints ! The National Assembly, ever in alarm on 
its own account, shields the popular club and accords it its favoi 
or indulgence. A journal of the party had recommended "the 
people to form themselves into small platoons." These platoons, 
one by one, are growing. Each borough now has a local 
oligarchy, a drilled and governing band. The formation of an 
army out of these scattered bands, simply requires a staff and a 
central rally ing-po int. The central point and the staff are both a 
long time ready in Paris, in the association of the "Friends of 
the Constitution." 

IV. 
No association in France, indeed, dates farther back, and has 
an equal prestige. It was bom before the Revolution, April 50, 
1789.* At the assembly of tlie States- General in Brittany, the 
deputies from Quimper, Hennebon, and Fontivy saw how 
important it was to vote in concert, and they had scarcely 
reached Versailles when, in common with others, they hired a 
hall, and, along with Mounier, secretary of the States-General 
of Dauphiny, and other deputies from the provinces, at once 
organised a union which was destined to last. Up to the 6th 
of October, none but deputies were comprised in it ; after that 
date, on removing to Paris, in the library of the Jacobins, a 
convent in the Rue St. Honor^, many well-known eminent men 
were admitted, such as Condorcet, and then Laharpe, Chfinier, 
Champfort, David, and Talma, among the most prominent, with 
other authors and artists, the whole amounting to about a thousand 
notable personages. — No assemblage could be more imposing- 
two or three hundred deputies are on its benches, while its rules 

■"LMbM" (BwaiHcript) ofM. RoulU, depuir from Pan tivf, u dU wunj'sw'n <)hK% 
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and by-laws seem specially designed to gather a superior ted^ 
of men. Candidates for admission were proposed by ten mem- 
bers and afterwards voted on by ballot To be present at one 
of its meetings required a card of admission. On one occasioii, 
a member of the committee of two, appointed to verify these 
cards, happens to be the young Due de Chartres. There is a 
committee on administration and a president Discussions took 
place with parliamentary formalities, and, according to its stat- 
utes, the questions considered there were those under debate in 
the National Assembly^ In a lower hall, at certain hours, 
workmen received instruction and the constitution was ex- 
plained to them. Seen from afar, no society seems worthier of 
directing public opinion ; near by, the case is different In the 
departments, however, where distance lends enchantment, 
and where old customs prevail implanted by centralisation, it is 
accepted as a guide because its seat is at the capital. Its 
statutes, its regulations, its spirit, are all imitated ; it becomes 
the alma mater of other associations and they its adopted 
daughters. It publishes, accordingly, a list of all clubs conspic- 
uously in its journal, together with their denunciations; it insists 
on their demands; henceforth, every Jacobin in the remotest 
borough feels the support and endorsement, not only of his 
local club, but again of the great club whose numerous of&hoots 
overspread the territory and thus extend its all-powerful protection 
to the least of its adherents. In return for this protection, each 
associated club obeys the word of command given at Paris, and, 
to and fro, from the centre to the extremities, a constant corre- 
spondence maintains the established harmony. A vast political 
machine is thus set agoing, a machine with thousands of arms, 
all working at once imder one impulsion, and the lever which 
gives the motion is in the hands of a few master spirits in the 
Rue St. Honor6. 

No machine could be more effective ; never was one seen so 
well contrived for manufacturing artificial, violent public opinion, 
for making this appear to be national, spontaneous sentiment, 
for conferring the rights of the silent majority on a vociferous 
minority, for forcing the surrender of the government "Our 

* A rule of the association says : " The object of the association is to discuss qoestiaiii 
befiirdiand which are to be decided by the National Assembly, . . . and to cormpo«4 
#tf£b «jsodblJaai of the same character whkh may be foimedui Vb« Vob^^&ooou" 
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tactics were very simple," says Gr^goire,' "It was understood 
that one of us should take advantage of the first favorable 
opportunity to propose some measure in the National Assembly 
that was sure to be applauded by a small minority and cried 
down by the majority. But that made no difference. The pro- 
poser demanded, which was granted, that the measure should be 
referred to a committee in which its opponents hoped to see it 
buried. Then the Paris Jacobins took hold of it. A circular 
was issued, after which an article on the measure was printed 
in their journal and discussed in three or four hundred tlabs 
that were leagued together. Three weeks after this the Assembly 
was flooded with petitions from every quarter, demanding a 
decree of which the first proposal had been rejected, and which 
it now passed by a great majority because a discussion of it had 
ripened pubhc opinion." In other words, the Assembly must go 
ahead or it will be driven along, in which process the worst 
expedients are the best Those who conduct the c!ub, whether 
fanatics or intriguers, are fitlly agreed on this point. 

At the head of the former class is Duport, once a counselloi 
in the parliament, who, after 1788, knew how to turn riots to 
account The first revolutionary conventicles were held in his 
house. He wants to plough deep, and his devices for burying 
the ploughshare are such that Si^yes, a radical, if there ever was 
one, dubbed it a "cavernous policy."' Duport, on the 28th of 
July, 1789, is the organiser of the Committee on Searches, by 
which all favorably disposed informers or spies form in bis hands 
a supervisory police, which fast becomes a police of provoca- 
tioD. He finds recruits in the lower hall of the Jacobin club, 
where woricmen come to be catechised every morning, while his 
two lieutenants, the brothers Laurette, have only to draw on the 
same source for a zealous staff in a choice selection of their instru- 
ments. "Ten reliable men receive orders there daily;' each of 
these in turn gives his orders to ten more, belonging to different 
battalions in Paris. In this way each battalion and section 

■ " Mfanoiro,"* L 387^ 

■ Malouet, IL 14B. "Inw Counsdlor Duport, whoni ■ fiuudc, imd DOI • bad mih 
with mo or Itne othsi like him, atcUim: 'Tcrrotl Teirorl Wbit ■ pity Uul h hii 

' WiyeiEe, "M^c4ra" {In rdatioa to Meuicim do Lamcdi and tbarfrioidi). Accord- 
big 10 a squib of the day: "What Dupoit Ibinlu, Bunavesayi ud Lameth doo."— Thb 
Dig w3> named [he Trvamvirati. Uiisbeau, 11 jfnrErniDent man, uid a man to wbam InBt 
<huiil'r im irrmpiMit. mH'ilttlii IVnn^mM^ octriidqatiha&faiUiiniv 
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receives the same insurrectionary orders, the same 
of the constituted authorities, of the mayor of PariSy of the 
president of the department, and of the commander of the 
National Guard," while all are secret It is a work of daiknesk 
Its own chiefs call it ''the Sabbat" They enlist niflians along 
with fanatics. ''They start a report that, on a certain day, 
there ^^ill be great commotion with assassinations and pillage, |»e^ 
ceded by the pa^^ment of money distributed from hand to hand 
by subaltern officers among those that can be relied on, and 
that these bands are to assemble, as advertised, within a radius 
of thirty or forty leagues." ' — One day, to provoke a riot, "half 
a dozen men, who have arranged the thing, form a small group, 
in which one of them holds forth vehemently ; at once a crowd 
of about sixty others gathers around them, whereupon they widi- 
draw and betake themselves to other places," to form fresh 
groui>s and make their excitement pass for popular irritation.—- 
Anotiier day, "about forty fanatics, with powerful lungs, and four 
or five hundred paid men," scatter themselves around the Tuil- 
cries, ''yelling ftiriously," and, gathering under the windows of 
the Assembly, " move resolutions to assassinate." " Your officers," 
says a deputy, " whom you ordered to suppress this tumult, heard 
reiterated threats of bringing you the heads of those they wished 
to proscribe." That very evening, in the Palais- Royal, "I heard 

^Mftuieur, V. 313, 5S3. (Report and speech of Dupoot de Nemoun, leaioiif ofjol^ 31 
and September 7, X79a) — Vagabonds and ruflBans begin to play their parts in Psaik on Ihi 
•Tdi of April, X789 (the Rfreillon afiair). — Already on the 30th of July, 1789, Rirarol^ 
"Woe to whoever stirs up the lees of a nation ! There is no century of liefat for die 
boe i " — In the Discours pr/limimairt of Ids future dictionary, he refen to his artides ( 
period : *' There may be seen the precautions I took to prevent Europe fixmi attribatiny 
the French nadon the horron committed by the crowd of ruffiatu which the Revolmtitm 
the gold qf a great personage had attracted to the capitaL" — " Letter of a deputy to faii 
ooosdtuents,'* published by Duprez, Paris, in the beginning of 1790 (dted by M. de S^joi^ 
In the Revue de France ^ September i, x88o). It relates to the manoeuvres for fordng m. i^oat 
in favor of confiscating clerical property. " Hiroughout AD-Sainu' day (November x, 1789!^ 
drums were beaten to call together the band known here as the rntt ifrWfrnr ff f\t ffnwflp 
Hon. On the morning of November 3, when the deputies resorted to the Assembly, disy 
found the cathedral square and all the avenues to the archbishop's palace, where the aw* 
sions were held, filled with an innumerable crowd of people. This army was composed of 
from 30,000 to t5,ooo men, of which the greater number had lio shoes or stodcings ; wooOoa 
caps and rags fomicd their uniform and they had clubs for guns. They overwhdmed tho 
ecclesiastical dq.uties vAxh insults, as they passed on their way, and vodfeiated that 
vould massacre with )ut mercy all who would not vote for stripping the clergy. . . K« 
300 deputies who wet t opposed to the motion did not dare attend the Assembly, 
rush of mfiians in thj vicinity of the hall, their comments and threats, exdted lean of Ab 
atrocious prefect being carried ouL AD who did not feel courageous enou^ to 
themselves, avoided gotog to the Assembly." (The decree was adopCod tj jyt 
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a subordinate leader of this factious band boast of having 
enjoined your officers to take this answer back, adding that there 
was time enough yet for all good citizens to follow his advice."— 
The watchword of these agitators is, are you true f and the 
response is, a true man. Their pay is twelve francs a day, and 
when in action they make engagements on the spot at that rate. 
"From several depositions taken by officers of the National 
Guard and at the mayoralty," it is ascertained that twelve francs 
a day were tendered to "honest people to join in with those you 
may have heard shouting, and some of them actually had 
the twelve francs put into their hands." — ^The money comes from 
the coffers of the Duke of Orleans, and they are freely drawn 
upon; at his death, with a property amounting to 114,000,000 
francs, his debts amount to 74,000,000.^ Being one of the 
fruition, he contributes to its expenses, and, being the most opu- 
lent man in the kingdom, he contributes proportionately to his 
wealth. Not because he is a party leader, for he is too effeminatCi 
too enervated ; but "his petty council,"* and especially one of 
his private secretaries, Laclos, cherishes great designs for him, 
their object being to make him lieutenant-general of the kingdom, 
afterwards regent, and even king,^ so that they may rule in his 
name and "share the profits." — In the mean time they turn his 
whims to the best account, particularly Laclos, who is a kind of 
subordinate Machiavelli, capable of anything, profound, depraved, 
and long indulging his fondness for monstrous combinations; 
nobody ever so coolly delighted in indescribable compounds of 
human wickedness and debauchery. In politics, as in romance, 
his department is "Les Liaisons Dangereuses." Formerly he 
manoeuvred as an amateur with prostitutes and ruffians in the 
feshionable world ; now he manoeuvres in earnest with the pros- 
titutes and ruffians of the sidewalks. On the 5th of October, 
1789, he is seen, "dressed in a brown coat,"* foremost among 
the women starting for Versailles, while his hand* is visible "in 

> Of. "The Andent Regime," p. 51. 

'Malouet, L 047, 048. — " Correspondeiice (manuscript) of M. de StaS," Swediilt Am* 
busador, with his court, copied firom the archives at Stockhohn by M. L6ouzn-Le-Dac 
0etter of Apnl ax, 1791). " M. Laclos, secret agent of this wretched prince, a derer man 
and subtle intriguer." Api-H 24 : ** His agents are more to be feared than himwJf. Throu^ 
ys bad conduct, he b more of an injury to his party than a benefit** 

* Especially after the king 1 flight to Varennes, and at the time of the affidr la the ChaiBf 
Je Mars. The petition of tk 9 Jacobins was drawn up by Lados and BrisioL 

* Investigations at the Chatelet, testimony of Count d'Absac de Temay. 

•Malouet L 247, 248. This evidcBOS it ooDdusbr«. ** Xyiaft fxoia^«ftAl\«ni mp i MT 
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tibiC R^TcflloQ aflEuTf also i& die hwrmg erf lniiitiB sod clift* 
tfanr," and in the widespread panic wliU aroased all Fkmoe 
against imaginary bandits^ Bjs opcratsoD^ sajs Malone^^'vcfe 
an paid for by the Duke of Orleans"; he entered ioW'them 
"for his own accoont, and the Jacobins for thexES." — At Aii 
time their alliance is plain to ererjbody. On the aist of No- 
vember, 1790, Lados becomes secretary of the dvb, ddef of 
die department of correspondence, titular editor of its jonmal, 
and the invisible, active, and permanent director of all its enter- 
prises. Whether acnial demagogues or prompted by ambitian, 
whether paid agents or eamert revoIutiaDists, each gioop wcxki 
on its own account, both in concert, both in the same diifHiuu , 
and both devoted to the same imdertakingy which is die oqb- 
quest of power by every pcwrihir meai& 

V. 

At nzst si^t their soccess seems doabtfol, for diey are in a 
minority, and a Terr small one. At Besan^on, in Novembei^ 
1791, the revolutionists of every shade of opinion and d^ree^ 
whedier Girondists or Montagnards, consist of about 500 or 600 
oat of 3,000 electors, and, in November, 1792, of not more than 
the same number out of 6,000 and 7.000.^ At Paris, in Xovem- 
ber, 1 79 1, there are 6.700 out of more than 81,000 on the rolls; 
in October, 1792, there are less than 14x00 out of 160,000.' 
At Troves, in 1792, diere are found only 400 or 500 out of 7,000 
dectors, and at Strasbourg the same number out of 8,000 elect- 
ors.' Accordingly only about one-tendi of the electoral popu- 
lation are revolutionists, and if we leave out the Girondists and 
the semi-conservatives, the number is reduced by one-halE 
Towards the end of 1792, at Besan^on, scarcely more than 300 



mj% ILiIoaet, ** M. de Mootmoda and M. Dekasart coomuskafied to ae aB the 
icports of 17S9 aod iTja" 

■ Soaiay, It. 79 «iiisskipal dectkn, X^rr. 15, x^^t). — III. »x (aaronkj decdoa, 91 
vcmber, i79si>. The half-vaj nvvVr atas Lad 337 Toees, aod the tax*<MljtUx^ 3x0. 

^Mtrcmrt dg Framcr^ Not. s6, 1791 tPedsa was elected oufor. Not. 17, by f.^sS 
■of cf 10,689 Toeen' — Moraxer-Toaasx, V. 95. tOcs. 4, tfys, Pesiaa was c facttd 
•y »>74* ''o*" ^of rf ^^-37 voters. He decuaesw— Ow. 21, d'Onaessaa, a nuxknte, 

to staad, has, ueveitheless, 4,9x0 roces. His coapetuor, LbaCier, a pure Jacobii^ 

■Albert Bahra-;, IL X5. fThe 3=,9oo iabahuacts of Troyes tndkale abcnt 7,00c '^■■^^■v 
b Decenxber, 1790. Jacq-jet b eleced nujcr by 400 rctes out of 555 ▼ocers. A 
niacideaoe m fxxBd ia there bexcg 400 cywibcrs of the Troyes cfazb at this 

^imrnvM ," L lii. "Dr. IWtrrarn, wbo passed doooi^ 

C^ tff i^oao ^MiifcJ OBscH^ only 400 ' 
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pure Jacobins are found in a population of from 25,000 to 
30,000, while at Paris, out of 700,000 inhabitants only 5,000 are 
Jacobins. It is certain that in the capital, where the most ex- 
citement prevails, and where more of tliem are found than else- 
where, never, even in a crisis and when vagabonds are paid and 
bandits recruited, are there more than 10,000.* In a large town 
like Toulouse a representative of the people on missionary ser- 
vice wins over only about 400 persons.^ Counting fifty or so in 
each small town, twenty in each large borough, and five or six 
in each village, we find, on an average, but one Jacobin to fifteen 
electors and National Guards, while, taking the whole of France, 
all the Jacobins put together do not amount to 300,000.' — ^This 
is a small number for the enslavement of six millions of able- 
bodied men, and for installing in a country of twenty-six mill- 
ions inhabitants a more absolute despotism than that of an 
Asiatic sovereign. Force, however, is not measured by numbers ; 
they form a band in the midst of a crowd and, in this disor- 
ganised, inert crowd, a band that is determined to push its way 
like an iron wedge splitting a log. 

The only defense a nation has against inward usurpation as 
well as invasion from without is its government. Government is 
the indispensable instrument of common action. Let it fail or 
&lter and the great majority, otherwise employed, imdedded 
what to do and lukewarm, disintegrates and falls to pieces. Of 
the two governments around which the nation might have ralliedi 
the first one, after July 14, 1789, lies prostrate on the ground 
where it slowly cnmibles away ; its phantom which rises up is 
still more odious ; the latter not only brings with it the same 
senseless abuses and intolerable burdens, but, in addition to these, 
a yelping pack of claimants and recriminators; after 1790 it ap- 

> Mottimer-Teniaiix^^. az. In Februaxy, 1793, Pache b elected majror of Paris by 
iz»88x votes. — Jon-g^dt Paris, number 185. Henriot, July 3, 1793, is elected conunander- 
fav-chief of the Paris national guard, by 9,084, against 6,095 votes given for his competitor, 
Ra£fet The national guard comprises at this time zzo,ooo registered members, beadw 
zo,ooo gendarmes and federates. Many of Henriot's partisan^ again, voted twice. (C£ (Ml 
the elections and the number of Jacobins at Paris, dytpters xi and xiL of this volume.) 

* Biichdet, VI. 95. " Almost all (the missionary r e pre se ntatives) were supported by only 
ihe smallest minority. Baudot, for instance, at Toulouse, in 1793, had but 400 men for him." 

* For example, " Archives Nationales," F > 6, carton 3. Petition of the inhabitants 9t 
Amay-le-Duc to the king (April, Z793), very insulting, employing the most familiar la»> 
fuage: about fifty signatxues. — Sausay, III. ch. xxxv. and xxxiv. (details of local elefr 
ions). — lbtd.t VII. 687 (letter of Gr6goire, Dec. 24, 1796). — Malouet, II. 531 (letter by 
Ifalouet, July 2a, Z779). Malouet and Gr^goire agree on the number 3oo^ooa Mads 
^hiteier (Momteur, XII. 695, April ao^ 1792) catties it up to ^oo^ooo. 
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pears on the frontier more arbitrary than ever at the head of a 
coming invasion of angr>' emigris and grasping foreigneis.-— The 
other government, that just constructed by the Constituent 
sembly, it is so badly put together that the majority cannot 
it It is not adapted to its hand; no political instrument at 
once so ponderous and so powerless was ever seen. An enor- 
mous effort is needed to set it agoing; every citizen is obliged 
to give to it about two days labor per week.' Thus laboriously 
started and but half in motion, it poorly meets the various tasks 
imposed upon it — ^the collection of taxes, public order in the 
streets, the circulation of supplies, and security for consciences^ 
lives and property. Toppled over by its own action, another 
rises out of it, illegal and serviceable, which takes its place and 
stands. 

In a great centralised state whoever possesses the head poa* 
sesscs the body. By virtue of being led, the French have con- 
tracted the habit of letting themselves be led.* People in the 
provinces involuntarily turn their eyes to the capital, and, on a crisis 
occurring, run out to stop the mail-carrier to know what govern- 
ment they are under. Into whatever hands this central govern- 
ment happens to have fallen, the majority accepts or submits to it. 
— Because, in the first place, most of the isolated groups which 
would like to overthrow it dare not engage in the struggle — it 
ieems too strong; through inveterate routine they imagine be* 
hind it that great, distant France which, under its impulsion, will 
crush them with its mass.^ In the second place, should a few 
isolated groups undertake to overthrow it, they are not in a con- 
dition to keep up the struggle — it is too strong. They are, 
indeed, not yet organised while it is fully so, owing to the 
docile set of officials inherited firom the government overthrown. 
Under monarchy or republic the government clerk comes 
to his office regularly every morning to despatch the ordeis 
transmitted to him.^ Under monarchy or republic the police 



»Ct "The French RcvoJudon," VoL I. book B. ch. 3. 

•Ct "The Aiident Regime," p. 352. 

*"M£moires de Madame de Sapiaaud/' p. 18. Reply of M de Sapinaud to the 
flf La Vendee, who wished him to act as their general: "My friends, it it the earthen 
Bgainat the iron pot. What could we do T One department aipdnst dghty-two— we shoald 
be mashed!" 

« Malouet, II. 241. " I knew a derk in one of the bureaus, who, donn£ theae lad dayi 
(September, 1793), Bcrer missed coiog, as usual, to copy and add up his egisten. lfi» 
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man daily makes his round to arrest those against whom he 
has a warrant So long as instructions come from above in the 
hierarchical order of things, they are obeyed. From one end 
of the territory to the other, therefore, the machine, with its 
hundred thousand arms, works efficaciously in the hands of 
those who have seized the lever at the central point. Reso- 
lution, audacity, rude energy, are all that are needed to make the 
lever act, and none of these are wanting in the Jacobin. 

First, he has faith, and faith at all times '< moves mountains." 
Take any ordinary party recruit, an attorney, a second-rate 
lawyer, a shopkeeper, an artisan, and conceive, if you caiiy the 
extraordinary effect of this doctrine on a mind so poorly pre- 
pared for it, so narrow, so out of proportion with the gigantic 
conception which has mastered it. Formed for routine and the 
limited views of one in his position, he is suddenly carried away 
by a complete system of philosophy, a theory of nature and of 
man, a theory of society and of religion, a theory of universal 
history,^ condusions about the past, the present, and the rahh^e 
of humanity, axioms of absolute right, a system of perfect ana ^ 
final truth, the whole concentrated in a few rigid formulae as, for 
example: ''Religion is superstition, monarchy is usurpation, 
priests are impostors, aristocrats are vampires, and kings are jq 
many tyrants and monsters." These ideas flood a mind. of .tuii>Y. 

stamp like a vast torrent precipitating itself into a narrow gorge;' Si^ 

. V- 

bterial oorreipcmdenoe with the annifes and the proiliieatf 191^^ 

bur form. The Paris police looked after supplies and kept its eye on sharpeiBy while Uood '^ 

ran in the stxeel8.'*<~Cf. on this mechanical need dad InTeterate haUt of lece^ring orden 
from the central authority, MallcNDupan, "M^motres," 49a "Dumoaies' soldiers said 
to him: ' F— — > papa general, get the Conrention to order us to march on Paris and youll ^fcuk^ 
seehow we will make mince-meat of thoseb—— in the Aaaemblyi'" ' !^^^*«lj 

I Buchec et Roux, XXVIII. 55. Letter by Brun>LAfond, a grenadier In the national '^ 

guard* July 14, X799i4p a friend r^. the provinces, in justification of the 3xst of May. The 
whole of this letter requires to be read. In it are found the ordinary ideas of a Jacobin in 
lehtko to history. " Can we lose sight of this, that it is ever the people of P&ris wUch* 
throu^ its murmurings and righteous insurrections against the oppressive system of many 
ofour kings, hu fonsed them to entertain milder sentiments regarding the rdisf of the Fkendi 
people^ and prbdpaUy of the tiller of the soil? . . Widiout the energy of Paris, Paris 
and France woulil now be inhabited solely by slaves, while this beantifid soil would present 
an aspect as wiki and deserted as that cf the Turkish empire or diat of Germany,** iridch 
has led OS "to confer stiB-greater histre on this Revolution, by re-establishing on cardi the 
ancient Adtesian and other Grecian republics in all their ptuity. Distinctions among dm 
early people of the earth did not exist; eariy &mily ties bound people together who had no 
ancient founders or osi|^; ihey had no other laws in their repubUci but those whidb, ao lo 
say. insiHTcd them widk thoaa aentinients of fraternity experienced by them hi the cndb ol 
primitive populations.** 
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they upset it, and, no longer under sdf-direction, they sweep it 
away. The man is beside himself. A plain bourgeois, a common 
laborer is not transformed with impunity into an apostle or liber- 
ator of the human species. — For, it is not his country that he would 
save, but the entire race. Roland, just before the loth of Au- 
gust, exclaims '^ with tears in his eyes, should liberty die in France, 
she is lost to the rest of the world forever 1 The hopes of phi- 
losophers will perish I the whole earth will succumb to the crud- 
lest tyranny ! " * — Gr6goire, on the meeting of the Convention, 
obtained a decree abolishing royalty, and seemed overcome with 
the thought of the immense benefit he had conferred on the 
human race. '^I must confess,'* said he, ^'that for days I could 
neither eat nor sleep for excess of joy I " One day a Jacobin in 
the tribune declared : ''We shall be a nation of gods I" — Fancies 
like these bring on lunacy, or, at all events, they create disease, 
'' Some men are in a fever all day long," said a companion of St 
Just; "I had it for twelve years."* Later on, "when advanced 
in life and trying to analyse their experiences, they cannot com- 
prehend it." Another states that, in his case, on a " crisis occur- 
ring, there was only a hair*s breadth between reason and mad- 
ness." "When St. Just and myself," says Baudot, "discharged 
the batteries at Wissenbourg, we were most liberally thanked for 
it. Well, there was no merit in that; we knew perfectly weD 
that the shot could not reach us and do us harm." — Man, in 
this exalted state, is unconscious of obstacles, and, according to 
circumstances, rises above or falls below himself, freely spilling 
his own blood as well as the blood of others, heroic as a soldier 
and atrocious as a civilian; he is not to be resisted in either 
direction for his strength increases a hundredfold through his 
fury, and, on his tearing wildly through the streets, people get 
out of his way as on the approach of a mad bull. 

If they do not jump aside of their own accord, he will run at 

■Barbaroux, "M^moires" (Ed. Dauban), 336.~Gr^goire, "M^otret," L 4x0. 

*'* La Revolution Fran^aise," by Qutnet (extracts fivm the medited "Mdmdres*' of B^n^ 
doC)> !!• 309, azz, 421, 6ao. — Guillon de Montl^on I. 445 (speech by Chalier, in the LyoiH 
Central Qub, March 23, 1793). "They say that the saKt^uloUes will go on spiDing thak 
blood. Thbb only the talk of aristocrats. Can a ASMX>-£«i!er//r be reached in that quarter? Is 
he not inTtdneiable, like the gods whom he replaces on this earth T "—Speech by Dairid, In tbt 
Convendon, on Bana and Viala. " Under ao fine a government woman will bring fortli 
without pain." — Merder, "Le Nouveau Paris,** I. 13. "I heard (an orator) exclaim in one 
of the sections, to which I bear witness: 'Yes, I would take my own head by the hai^ 
cut it ofl^ and, presenting it to the despot, I would say to him: TyrwU, beheld ike act qfm 
freeman/*" 
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them, for he is unscrupiilous as well as furious.— In every polit 
ical struggle certain kinds of actions are prohibited; at all 
events, if the majority is sensible and wishes to act fairly, it 
repudiates them for itself. It will not violate any particular law, 
for, if one law is broken, this tends to the breaking of others. 
It is opposed to overthrowing an established government because 
every interregnum is a return to barbarism. It is opposed to the 
element of popular insurrection because, in such a resort, public 
power is surrendered to the irrationality of brutal passion. It is 
opposed to a conversion of the government into a machine for 
confiscation and murder because it deems the natural function 
of government to be the protection of life and property. — ^The 
majority, accordingly, in confi'onting the Jacobin, who allows 
himself all this, is like a man deprived of his arms in dose con- 
flict with one in fiill panoply.^ The Jacobin, through principle, 
holds law in contempt, for the only law which he accepts is the 
arbitrament of the people. He has no hesitation in proceeding 
against the government because, in his eyes, the government is 
a clerk which the people always has a right to remove. He 
welcomes insurrection because, through it, the people recover 
their inalienable sovereignty. A dictatorship suits him because 
by this means the people recover their sovereignty with no Umita- 
tions. — Moreover, as with casuists, "the end justifies the means."* 
^ Let the colonies perish," exclaims a Jacobin in the Constituent 
Assembly, "rather than sacrifice a principle." "When the day 
comes," says St Just, "which satisfies me that I cannot endow 
the French with mild, vigorous, and rational ways, inflexible 
against tyranny and injustice, that day I will stab myself," and 
in the mean time, he uses the guillotine against others. " We 
will convert France into a graveyard," exclaimed Carrier, " rather 
than not regenerate it our own way 1 " ' To place themselves at 

1 La&yette, " M^moirea,'* I. 467 (on the Jacobins of August xo^ 1799). '*Thk sect, the 
destruction of which was desired by nineteen-twentieths of France.**— Donmd-Manian, 49. 
The aversion to the Jacobins after June 90, 179a, was general. " The communes of France, 
everywhere wearied and dissatisfied with popular clubs, would gladly have got lid of theie, 
that they might no longer be under thor control." 

< The words of Leclerc, a deputy t^ the Lyons committee in the Jacobin Club at Paris. 
May 11, X793. "Popular machiavelianism must be established. . . Everything impure 
must disappear off the French soil . . I shall doubtless be regarded as a brigand, but 
there is one way to get ahead (^calumny, and that is, to exterminate the calumntators.** 

s Buches et Roux, XXXIV. 904 (testimony of Francois Lameyrie). '* OUection of a» 
documents for the History of the Revolution at Strasboux%»" VV. «v(k \y ymr]b a>\i^ 
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the helm of the government, they are ready to scuttle the sh^ 
and sink it. From the first, they let loose on society street riots 
and jacqturies in the rural districts, prostitutes and ruffians, the 
foul and the savage. Throughout the struggle they profit by the 
coarsest and most destructive passions, by the blindness, cre- 
dulity, and rage of an infatuated crowd, by dearth, by the fear kA 
bandits, by rumors of conspiracy, by threats of invasion. At 
last, attaining to power through a general upheaval, they hold 
on to it through terror and executions. — Straining will to the 
utmost, with no curb to check it, steadfastly believing in its own 
right and with utter contempt for the rights of others, with 
fanatical energy and the expedients of scoundrels, a minority 
employing such forces may easily overcome a majority. So true 
is it that, with faction itself, victory is always on the side of the 
few whose faith is greatest and who are the least unscrupulous. 
Four times between 1789 and 1794, political gamesters take their 
seats at a table whereon the stakes consist of supreme power, 
and four times in succession the " Impartiaux," the " Feuillants," 
the " Girondists," and the " Dantonists," form the majority and 
lose the game. Four times in succession the majority has no 
desire to break customary rules, or, at the very least, to infringe 
on any rule universally accepted, to wholly disregard the teach- 
ings of experience, the letter of the law, the precepts of human- 
ity, the suggestions of pity. The minority, on the contrary, is 
determined beforehand to win at all hazards; its opinion is the 
right one, and if rules are opposed to that, so much the worse 
for the rules. At the decisive moment, it claps a pistol to its 
adversary's head, turns the table upside down, and decamps with 
the stakes. 

Baudot, fVimaire 19, year IL, in the Jacobin Club at Strasbourg). " EgoiBta, the heediea^ 
the enemies of liberty, the enemies of all nature should not be regarded as her diildx«a. 
Are not all who oppose the public good, or who do not share it, in the same case? Let n% 
then, utterty destroy them. . . Were they a million, would not one sacrifice the twenty- 
fourthpartofone'sself to get rid of a gangrene which might infect the rest of the body? . . ** 
For these reasons, the orator thinks that every man who is not wholly devoted to the Ro* 
public must be put to death. He states that the Republic should at one blow cause dte 
instant disappearance of every friend to Idngs and feudalism. — Beaulieu, ** Essai," V. sool 
IC. d'Antonelle thought, "like most of the revolutionary clubs, that, to constitute a repuUic, 
an approximate e<ituility of property should be established : and to do thl% a third of the 
population should be suppressed." — *'This was the general idea among the fanatics of tbe 
Revolution." — Larevelliere-L^paux, "MAnoires," I. 150 "Jean Bon St. Andr6 . . . sugu 
gested that for the solid foundation of the Republic in France, the population should be 
reduced one-half" He is violently interrupted by Lareveliiere-I^paux, but continues and 
iasists on this. — Guffioy, deputy of the Pas-de>Cala\s, proposed Vxv V^ ^oMroaiL a. tfcSi' 
nputation; he wanted to reduce France to five maSlkma oiVnVia^xaxiVs. 
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Hie JacoUnB In power. — The elections of 1791. — Proportion of plioes 
gained bj them. — ^I. Their siege operations. — Means osed by them to dis- 
courage the majority of electors and conservative candidates. — Frequency 
of elections. — Effect of the oath. — II. Annoyances and dangers of public 
offices. — ^The Constituents excluded from -> Legislative body. — III. The 
friends of order deprived of the right of assemblage. — ^Violent treat- 
ment of their clubs in Paris and the pro •-. — ^Legal prevention of 
conservative associations. — IV. Turmoil at the ^ -v.aons of 1790. — Elections 
in 1 791. — Effect of the King's flight — Domiciliary visits. — Mortagne during 
the electoral period. — ^V. Intimidation and withdrawal of the Conserva- 
tives. — Popular outbreaks in Burgundy, Lyonnais, Provence, and the large 
cities. — Electoral proceedings of the Jacobins ; examples at Aix, Dax, and 
Montpellier. — Agitators go unpunished. — Denunciations by name. — Ma- 
noeuvres with the peasantry. — General tactics of the Jacobins. 

In June, 179I} and during the five following months, the class 
of active citizens ^ are convoked to elect their elective repre- 
sentatives, which, as we know, according to the law, are of every 
kind and degree; in the first place, there are 40,000 electors of 
the second degree and 745 deputies; next, one-half of the 
administrators of S^ departments, one- half of the administrators 
of 544 districts, one-half of the administrators of 41,000 com- 
munes, and finally, in each municipality, the mayor and syndic- 
attorney; in each department, the president of the criminal 
court and the prosecuting-attomey, and, throughout France, 
officers of the National Guard ; in short, almost the entire body 
of the agents and depositaries of legal authority. The garrison 
of the public citadel is to be renewed, which is the second and 
even the third time since 1789. — At each time the Jacobins have 
crept into the place, in small bands, but this time they enter in 
large bodies. Potion becomes mayor of Paris, Manuel, syndic- 

> Law of May 28, 29, 1791 (accordinfir to official statements, the total of active citi- 
zens amounted to 4,388,360).— Laws of July 23, Sept. xa, Sept. 29, 1791.— Buchez et 
Roux, Xn. 310. 
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attorney, and Danton the deputy of Manuel; Robespieire is 
elected prosecuting-attorney in criminal cases. The very first 
week,^ 136 new deputies enter their names on the club's register. 
In the Assembly the party numbers about 250 members. On 
passing all the posts of the fortress in review, we may estimate 
the besiegers as occupying one-third of them, and perhaps more. 
Their siege for two years has been carried on with unerring 
instinct, the extraordinary spectacle presenting itself of an entire 
nation legally overcome by a troop of factionists. 

I. 

First of all, they clear the ground, and through the decrees 
forced out of the Constituent Assembly, they keep most of the 
majority away from the polls. — On the one hand, imder the pre- 
text of better ensuring popular sovereignty, the elections are so 
multiplied, and held so near together, as to demand of each 
active citizen one-sixth of his time ; such an exaction is very 
great for hard-working people who have a trade or any occupa- 
tion,* which is the case with the great mass ; at all events, with 
the useful and healthy portion of the population. Accordingly, 
as we have seen, it stays away from the polls, leaving the field 
open to idlers or fanatics. 

On the other hand, by virtue of the constitution, the civic 
oath, which includes the ecclesiastical oath, is imposed on all 
electors, for, if any one takes the former and reserves the latter, 
his vote is thrown out ; in November, in the Doubs, the munici- 
pal elections of thirty-three communes are invalidated solely on 
this pretext.' Not only forty thousand ecclesiastics are thus 

1 Buches et Roux, XII. 33. — Mortimer-Teraaiuc, ** Histoire de la Terreur/' II. 005, 348. 
^&asay» II. cfa. xraix. — Albert Babeaa, I. ch. xx. 

'The following letter, by Camille Desmoulins (April 3, 1793), shows at once the time 000- 
fiuned by public af&irs, the sort of attraction they had, and the kind of men which they 
diverted from their business. " I have gone back to my old profession of the law, to wUch 
I give nearly all the time which my municipal or electoral functions, imd the Jacobins (dob), 
allow me— that is to say, very little. It is very disagreeable to me to come down to pleiufing 
bourgeds cases after having managed interests of such importance, and the affidrs of die 
government, in the &ce of all Europe." 

* Sanzay, II. 83-89 and 123. A resolution of the inhabitants of Chal^ze, who, headed by 
their mimidpa! officers, declare themselves unanimously "non-conformists," and demand 
"the right of using a temple for the exercise of their religious opinions, belonging to tfaem 
and built with their contributions." On the sti-ength of this, the municipal officers of Chaise 
are soundly rated by the district administration, which thus states what prindples are : " Iib> 
erty, indeSmtc for the private individual, must be restricted for the public man wkoae 
ophdooM must coaatorm to Che law; otherwise, ... he must tenoMno^ iS\ p>3^y\c Ivwitaaw p air 
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rendered unsworn {inserment/s\ but again, all scrupulous Catho- 
Kcs lose the sight of suffrage, these being by far the most 
numerous in Artois, Doubs and the Jura, in the Lower and 
Upper Rhine district,' in the two Sevres and la Vendue, in the 
Lower Loire, Morbihan, Finisterre and C6tes du Nord, in 
Lozire and Ard^che, without mentioning the southern depart- 
ments.' Thus, aided by the law which they have rendered 
impracticable, the Jacobins, on the one hand, are rid of all 
sensible voters in advance, counting by millions; and, on the 
other, aided by a law which they have rendered intolerant, they 
are rid of the Catholic vote which counts by hundreds of 
thousands. On entering the electoral lists, consequendy, thanks 
to this double exclusion, they find themselves confronted by only 
the smallest ntunbers of electors. 

IL 

Operations must now be commenced against these, and a first 
expedient consists in depriving them of their candidates. The 
obligation of taking the oath has already partly provided fof 
this ; in Lozire all the officials send in their resignations rather 
than take the oath ; ' here are men who will not be candidates 
at the coming elections, for nobody covets a place which he 
had to abandon ; in general, the suppression of all party can- 
didatures is effected in no other way than by making the post of 
a magistrate distastefiil. — On this principle the Jacobins have 
labored successfiilly by promoting and taking the lead in innu« 

I Archnres Nationales," F% 3,353 (letter (^ the department directory, April 7, 1793). "Oe 
die asth of January, in our report to the National Assembly, we stated the almost general 
opposition which the execution of the bws relating to the clergy has found in this depazti 
meat . . . nine-tenths, at least, of the Catholics refusing to recognise the sworn priests. 
The teachers, influenced by their old cur6s or vicars, are willing to take the civic oath, but 
they refuse to recognise their legitimate pastors and attend their services. We are, tlierB> 
fore, obliged to remove them, and to look out for others to replace them. The citizens of • 
large number of the communes, persisting in trusting these, will lend no as^israncr whatever 
to the election of the new ones ; the result is, that we are obUged, in selecting these people^ 
to refer the matter to persons whom we scarcely know, and who are scarcely better known 
to the directories of the district As they are elected against the will of the citixens, they do 
not gain their confidence, and draw thdr salaxies firom the commune treasury, without any 
advantage to public instruction." 

* Mtrcurt <U Framci, Sept 3, X791. " The right of attending primary meetings is thai 
of every citizen who pays a tax of three livres; owing to the violence to which opinions art 
subject, mere than mteJiatf ^ tht Fnneh are compelled to stay away firom these reunions, 
which aie abandoned to pcaons who have the least interest hi maintaining public ocder ta4 
in seeming stable kws, with the least property, and who pay the fewest taxes." 

t*«xiie Fkendi Rsfol u lioo,'* VoL L p. x8a and following pages. 
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merable riots against the King, the offidals and the clerks, against 
nobles, ecclesiastics, corn-dealers and land-owners, against every 
species of public authority whatever its origin. Everywhere the 
authorities are constrained to tolerate or excuse murders, pillage 
and incendiarism, or, at the very least, insurrections and dis- 
obedience. For two years a mayor runs the risk of being hung 
on proclaiming martial law ; a captain is not sure of his men on 
marching to protect a tax levy ; a judge on the bench is threat- 
ened if he condemns the marauders who devastate the national 
forests. The magistrate, whose duty it is to see that the law is 
respected, is constantly obliged to strain the law, or allow it to be 
strained ; if refractory, a summary blow dealt by the local Jaco* 
bins forces his legal authority to yield to their illegal dictation, so 
that he has to resign himself to being either their accomplice or 
their puppet. Such a rdle is intolerable to a man of feeling 
or conscience. Hence, in 1790 and 1791, nearly all the promi- 
nent and reputable men who, in 1789, had seats in the Hotels- 
de-villes, or held command in the National Guard, all country* 
gentlemen, chevaliers of St. Louis, old parliamentarians, the 
upper baurgeoisU and large landed-proprietors, retire into private 
life and renounce public functions which are no longer tenable. 
Instead of offering themselves to public suflfrage they avoid it, 
and the party of order, far from electing the magistracy, no 
longer even finds candidates for it. 

Through an excess of precaution, its natural leaders have been 
legally disqualified, the principal offices, especially those of deputy 
and minister, being interdicted beforehand to the influential men 
in whom we find the little common sense gained by the French 
people during the past two years. — In the month of June, 1791, 
even after the irrecondlables had parted company with the 
" Right," there still remained in the Assembly about 700 mem- 
bers who, adhering to the constitution but determined to repress 
disorder, would have formed a sensible legislature had they been 
re-elected. All of these, except a very small group of revolu- 
tionists, had learned something by experience, and, in the last 
days of their session, two serious events, the king's flight and the 
riot in the Champ de Mars, had made them acquainted with the 
defects of their machine. With this executive instrument in their 
bands for three months, they see that it is racked, that things are 
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tottering, and that they themselves are being run over by fanatics 
and the populace. They accordingly attempt to put on a drag, 
and several even think of retracing their steps.^ They cut loose 
from the Jacobins ; of the three or four hundred deputies on the 
club list in the Rue St. Honor6 ^ but seven remain ; the rest forii* 
at the Feuillants a distinct opposition club, and at their head are 
the first founders, Duport, the two Lameths, Bamave, the authors 
of the constitution, all the fathers of the new regime. In the 
last decree of the Constituent Assembly they loudly condemn 
the usurpations of popular associations, and not only interdict to 
these all meddling in administrative or poHtical matters, but 
likewise any collective petition or deputation.^ — Here may the 
friends of order find candidates whose chances are good, for, 
during two years and more, each in his own district is the most 
conspicuous, the best accredited, and the most influential man 
there ; he stands well with his electors on account of the popu- 
larity of the constitution he has made, and it is very probable 
that his name would rally to it a majority of votes. — The Jaco- 
bins, however, have foreseen this danger. Four months previous 
to this,* with the aid of the Court, which never missed an op- 
portunity to ruin itself and everything else,^ they made the most 
of the rancors of the " Right " and the lassitude of the Assem- 
bly ; fagged and disgusted, in a fit of mistaken disinterestedness, 
the Assembly, through impulse and taken by surprise, passes an 
act declaring all its members ineligible for election to the follow- 
ing Assembly, which is tantamount to the displacement in ad- 
vance of the staff of honest men. 

' " Conrespondence of M. de StaSl " (manuscript), Swedish ambassador, with his court, 
Sept 4, 179X. " The change in the way of thinking of the democrats is extraordinary ; they 
now seem convinced that it is impossible to make the Constitution work. Bamave, to my 
own knowledge, has declared that the influence of assemblies in the future should be limited 
to a council of notibles, and that all power should be in the government." 

• Ibid., Letter of July 17, 1791. " All the members of the Assembly, with the exception of 
three or four, have passed a resolution to separate from the Jacobins ; they number about 
30a" — ^The seven depudes who remain at the Jacobin Club, are Robespierre, P^on, Gr^ 
goire, Buzot, CoroOer, and Abb6 Royer. 

* Decree of Sept 39, 30, 1791, with report and instructions of the Committee on the Coo- 
■dtntion. 

« Decree of May 17, 1791.— Malouet, XIL i6z. "There was nothing left to us but to 
make one great mistake, which we did not £eu1 to do." 

•A few months after this, on the election of a mayor tot Paris, the court ToCed agaiDit 
La&yette, and ibr Pitkm 
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III. 
If the latter, in spite of so many drawbacks, attempt a strug- 
gle, they are arrested at the very first step. For, to enter upon 
an electoral campaign, requires preliminary meetings for con- 
ference and to understand each other, while the faculty of form 
ing an association, which the law grants them as a right, is 
actually withheld from them by their adversaries. As a begin- 
ning, the Jacobins hooted at and "stoned" the members of the 
" Right " ^ holding their meetings in the Salon franfois of the 
Rue Royale, and, according to the prevailing rule, the police 
tribunal, " considering that this assemblage is a cause of disturb- 
ance, that it produces gatherings in the street, that only \dolent 
means can be employed to protect it," orders its dissolution. — 
Towards the month of August, 1790, a second dub is organised, 
and, this time, composed of the wisest and most liberal men. 
Malouet and Count Clermont-Tonnerre are at the head of it It 
takes the name of " Friends of a Monarchical Constitution," and 
;s desirous of restoring public order by maintaining the reforms 
which have been reached. All fonnalities on its part have been 
complied with. There are already about 800 members in Paris. 
Subscriptions flow into its treasury. The provinces send in 
numerous adhesions, and, what is worse than all, bread is distrib- 
uted by them at a reduced price, by which the people, probably, 
will be conciliated. Here is a centre of opinion and influence, 
analogous to that of the Jacobin club, which the Jacobins cannot 
tolerate.' M. de Clermont-Tonnerre having leased the summer 
Vauxhall, a captain in the National Guard notifies the proprietor 
of it that if he rents it, the patriots of the Palais-Royal will 
march to it in a body, and close it ; fearing that the building 
will be damaged, he cancels the lease, while the municipality, 
which fears skirmishes, orders a suspension of the meetings. 
The club makes a complaint and follows it up, while the letter 
of the law is so plain that an official authorisation of the club is 
finally granted. Thereupon the Jacobin newspapers and stump- 



> M. de Montlosier, "M^motres," 11. 309. "As far as concerns mjrselC truth compels 
to say, th.1t I was struck on the head by three carrots and two cabbages only." — ^Archhres <m 
the prefecture of police (decisions of the police court. May 15, 1790). MotUteur^ V. 437. 
" The prompt attendance of the members at the hour of meeting, in spite of the hootingi and 
murmurings of the crowd, seemed to coavinoe the people diat this was yet another 
spiracy against liberty.'* 

'Malouet, IL t/tx—'Mtrmrt di Jhwt^ Jvl 7, Fdk 9, and April 9, 1791 (lenorofai 
i«r ofdu MooMicbiad Chib). 
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speakers let loose their fury against a future rival that threatens 
to dispute their empire. On the 23d of January, 1791, Bamave, 
in the National Assembly, employing metaphorical language 
apt to be used as a death-shout, accuses the members of the 
new club " of giving the people bread that carries poison with it." 
Four days after this, M. Clermont-Tonnerre's dwelling is assailed 
by an armed throng. Malouet, on leaving it, is almost dragged 
from his carriage, and the crowd around him cry out, "There 

goes the b who denounced the people!" — ^At length, its 

founders, who, out of consideration for the municipality, have 
waited two months, hire another hall in the Rue des Petites- 
Ecuries, and on the 28th of March begin their sessions. " On 
reaching it," writes one of them, " we found a mob composed of 
drunkards, screaming boys, ragged women, soldiers exciting them 
on, and especially those frightful hounds, armed with stout, 
knotty cudgels, two feet long, which are excellent skull-crackers." ' 
The thing was made up beforehand. At first there were only 
three or four hundred of them, and, ten minutes after, five or six 
himdred; in a quarter of an hour, there are perhaps four 
thousand flocking in from all sides ; in short, the usual make-up 
of an insurrection. "The people of the quarter certified that 
they did not recognise one of the faces." Jokes, insults, 
cufiings, clubbings, and sabre-cuts, — the members of the club 
" who agreed to come unarmed " being dispersed, while several 
are knocked down, dragged by the hair, and a dozen or fifteen 
more are wounded. To justify the attack, white cockades are 
shown, which, it is pretended, were found in their pockets. 
Mayor Bailly arrives only when it is all over, and, as a measine 
of "public order," the municipal authorities have the club of 
Constitutional Monarchists closed for good. 

Owing to these outrages by the faction, with the connivance 
of the authorities, other similar clubs are suppressed in the same 
way. There are a good many of them, and in the principal towns 
— " Friends of Peace," " Friends of the Country," " Friends of the 
King, of Peace, and of Religion," "Defenders of Religion, Per- 
sons, and Property." Magistrates and officers, the most cultivated 
and polished people, are generally members ; in short, the ^litc 
of the place. Formerly, meetings took place for conversa- 

> Faxi&ret, II. 933. " The Jacobin Qub sent live or sL\ hundred misty avexx^ «raft&'«rfcfi^ 
dnba*** besides "about a hundred national guards, and some ot 0^c'^Q^ac^-'^'c>'3'si^\fc«3R!di^»a^K»r 
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tion and debate, and, l>eing long-estabiished, the dub naturally 
passes over from literature to politics.— The watch-word against 
all these provincial clubs is given from the Rue St Honor^.' 
"They are centres of conspiracy, and must be looked after" 
forthwith, and be at once trodden out. — At one time, as at 
Cahors,^ a squad of the National Guard, on its return from an 
expedition against the neighboring gentry, and to finish its task, 
breaks in on the club, "throws its furniture out of the win 
dows, and demolishes the house." — At another time, as at 
Perpignan, the excited populace surrounds the club, dancing a 
hindango, and yell out, to tlu lantern! The club-house is 
sacked, while eighty of its members, covered with bruises, are 
shut up in the citadel for their safety.' At another time, as a 
Aix, the Jacobin club insults its adversaries on their own prem 
ises and provokes a scuffle, whereupon the mimicipality causes 
the doors of the assailed club to be walled up and issues war 
rants of arrest against its members. — Always punishment awaits 
them for whatever violence they have to submit to. Their mere 
existence seems an offence. At Grenoble, they scarcely assemble 
before they are dispersed. The fact is, they are suspected of 
^Hncivism;'^ their intentions may not be right; in any event, 
tliey cause a division of the place into two camps, and that is 
enough. — In the department of Gard, their clubs are all broken 
up, by order of the department, because " they are centres of 
malevolence." At Bordeaux, the municipality, considering that 
"alarming reports are current of priests and privileged persons 
returning to town," prohibits all reunions, except that of the 
Jacobin club. — ^Thus, "under a system of liberty of the most 
exalted kind, in the presence of that famous Declaration of the 
Rights of Man which legitimates whatever is not unlawful," 
and which postulates equality as the principle of the French 
constitution, whoever is not a Jacobin is excluded fh)m common 



> '* Journal des Amis de la Constitution." LeUer of the Cafl Natumal Qub at Boideaax, 

Jan. :. u 179X. — Letters of the "Friends of the Constitution/' at Briret and CamfacBj, Jaa. 

19, 1791- 
• •* The French Revolution," I. pp. 243, 324. 

*Afercure de Frar.ct, Dec. 18, 17)0, Jan. 17, June 8, and July 14, x-j^x.-^MofUitur, VL 

697. — "Archives Nntion.-ilcs." F', 3,193. \jc\\n from the Directory of the department ol 

Aveyron, April 90, 1792. Narrative of e\'cnts after the end of 1790. — May ^^^ 1701, the 

cJub of "The Friends of Order and Peace" is buint by the Jacobins, tho Are lasting ah 

night and a part df the next day. (Odicld rcp4.iri cf the Directory of Milhau, Blay «», 

'79*)' 
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rights. An intolerant club sets itself up as a holy church, and 
proscribes others which have not received from it "orthodox 
baptism, civic inspiration, and the gift of tongues." To hei 
alone belongs the right of assemblage, and the right of making 
proselytes. Conservative, thoughtful men in all towns through- 
out the kingdom are forbidden to form electoral committees, to 
possess a tribune, a fund, subscribers and adlierents, to cast the 
weight of their names and common strength into the scale of public 
opinion, to gather around their permanent nucleus the scattered 
multitude of sensible people, who would like to escape from the 
Revolution without falling back into the ancient regime. Let 
them whisper amongst themselves in comers, and they may still 
be tolerated, but woe to them if they would leave their lonely 
retreat to act in concert, to canvass voters, and support a candi- 
date. Up to the day of voting they must remain in the 
presence of their combined, active, and obstreperous adversaries, 
scattered, inert, and mute. 

Will they at least be able to vote freely on that day ? They 
are not sure of it, and, judging by occurrences during the past 
year, it is doubtful. — In the month of April, 1790, at Bois d'Aisy, 
in Burgundy, M. de Bois d'Aisy, a deputy, who had returned 
from Paris to deposit his vote,* was publicly menaced ; he was 
given to understand that nobles and priests must take no part in 
the elections, while many were heard to say, in his hearing, that 
in order to prevent this it would be well to hang him. Not far 
off, at Ste. Colombe, M. de Viteaux was driven out of the elect- 
oral assembly, and then put to death after three hours of torture. 
The same thing occurred at Semur ; two gentlemen were knocked 
down with clubs and stones, another saved himself with diffi- 
culty, and a cur6 died after being stabbed six times. — ^This is a 
warning for ecclesiastics and for gentlemen ; they will do well to 
abstain from voting, and the same good advice may be given to 
dealers in grain, to land-owners, and every other suspected per- 
son. For this is the day on which the people recover their sov- 
ereignty ; the violent believe that they have the right to do ex- 
acdy what suits them, nothing being more natural than to ex- 

1 ••The French Revolution," I. p. as6, yy|. 
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dude candidates iii advance who are distrusted, or electors who 
do not vote as tliey ought to. — ^At Villeneuve-St-Georges, near 
PariSy^ a barrister, a man of austere and energetic character, is 
about to be elected judge by the district electors ; the populace, 
however, mistrust a judge likely to condemn marauders, and 
forty or fifty vagabonds collect together under the windows and 
ay out: "We don't want him elected." The cur6 of Crosne, 
president of the electoral assembly, informs them m vain that 
the assembled electors represent 90 communes, nearly 100,000 
inhabitants, and that ''40 persons should not prevail against 
100,000." Shouts redouble and the electors renounce their can- 
didate. — ^At Pau, patriots among the militia* forcibly release one 
of their imprisoned leaders, circulate a list for proscriptions^ 
attack a poll-teller with their fists and afterwards with sabres, 
until the proscribed hide themselves away ; on the following day 
"nobody is disposed to attend the electoral assembly." — ^Things 
are much worse in 179 1. In the month of June, just at the time 
of the opening of the primary meetings, the king has fled to 
Varennes, the Revolution seems compromised, civil war and a 
foreign war loom up on die horizon like two spectres; the 
National Guard had everywhere taken up arms, and the Jaco- 
bins were making the most of the tmiversal panic for their own 
advantage. To dispute their votes is no longer the question ; it 
is not well to be seen now ; among so many turbulent gatherings 
a popular execution is soon over. The best thing now for royal- 
ists, constitutionahsts, conservatives and moderates of every 
kind, for the friends of law and of order, is to stay at home — ^too 
happy if they may be allowed to remain there, to which the 
armed commonalty assents only on the condition of making 
them frequent visits. 

Consider their situation during the whole of the electoral 
period, in a tranquil district, and judge of the rest of France by 
this comer of it At Mortagne,^ a small town of 6,000 souls, 
the laudable spirit of 1789 still existed up to the journey to 

> Mtreurw de Franci, Dec. 14, 1790 (letter firem Villeneuve-SL.Georges, Nov. •9). 

• " Archives Nationales," II. 1,453. Correspondence of M. Bercheny. Letter from Pwi, 
Fd>. 7, X790. " No one has any idea of the actual state of things, in this once defightful 
town. People are cutting «u:h other's throats. Four duds have taken place withiii 48 
houn, and ten or a dozen good citizens have been obliged to hide themsdvet ibr thret 
days past" 

* Archives Natfama l cs/' F% 3,349. Memorial on the actuftl ooaifitioa of th* town and 
dbtiia ofMorfgaa^ dgputmeai of One (Nov«mber, 1791). 
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Varennes. Among the forty or fifty families of nobles were a 
good many liberals. Here, as elsewhere among the gentry, the 
clergy and the middle class, the philosophic education of the 
eighteenth century had revived the initiative spirit of old pro- 
vincial times, while the entire upper class had zealously and 
gratuitously undertaken public duties which it alone could well 
perform. District presidents, mayors, and municipal officers, 
were all chosen from among ecclesiastics and the nobles; the 
three principal officers of the National Guard were chevaliers of 
St Louis, while other grades were filled by the leading people 
of the community. Thus had the firee elections placed authority 
in the hands of the socially superior, the new order of things 
resting on the legitimate hierarchy of conditions, educations, and 
capacities. — For six months, however, the club, formed out of 
"a dozen hot-headed, turbulent fellows, under the presidency 
and in the hands of a certain Rattier, formerly a cook," worked 
upon the populace and the rural districts. Immediately on the 
receipt of the news of the King's flight, the Jacobins "give out 
that nobles and priests had supplied him with money for his de- 
parture, to bring about a coimter-revolution." One family had 
^ven such an amount, and another so much ; there was no doubt 
about it; the precise figures are given, and given for each family 
according to its known resources. — Forthwith, "the principal 
clubbists, associated with the suspicious portion of the National 
Guard," spread through the streets in squads, and enter the 
houses of the nobles and of other suspected persons ; all the 
arms, " guns, pistols, swords, hunting-knives, and sword-canes," 
are carried off. Every hole and corner is ransacked ; they make 
the inmates open, or they force open, secretaries and clothes- 
presses in search of ammunition, the search extending " even to 
the ladies* toilette-tables " ; by way of precaution " they break 
sticks of pomatum in two, presuming that musket-balls are con- 
cealed in them, and they take away hair-powder under the pre- 
text that it is either colored or masked gunpowder." Then, 
without disbanding, the troop betakes itself to the environs and 
into the country, where it operates with the same celerity in the 
chateaux, so that " in one day all honest citizens, those with the 
most property and furniture to protect, are left without arms at 
the mercy of the first robber that comes along." All y^^\^^ 
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aristocrats are disarmed. Those are reputed aristocrats who 
"disapprove of the enthusiasm of the day, or who do not attend 
the club, or who harbor any unsworn ecclesiastic," and, first of 
all, "the officers of the National Guard who are nobles, begin- 
ning with the commander and his entire staff**— The latter allow 
their swords to be taken without resistance, and with a forbear- 
ance and patriotic spirit of which their brethren everywhere 
famish an example, " they are obliging enough to remain at their 
posts so as not to disorganise the army, hoping that this frenzy 
will soon come to an end/' contenting themsdves with making 
their complaint to the department. — But in vain the department 
orders their arms to be restored to them. The clubbists refuse 
to give them up so long as the king refuses to accept the Con- 
stitution; meanwhile they do not hesitate to say that "at the 
very first gun on the fi-ontier, they will cut the throats of all the 
nobles and unsworn priests." — ^After the royal oath to the Con- 
stitution is taken, the department again insists, but no attention 
is paid to it. On the contrary, the National Guard, dragging 
cannons along with them, purposely station themselves before 
the mansions of the unarmed gentry ; the ladies of their families 
are followed in the streets by urchins who sing ga ira in their 
faces, and, in the final refi"ain, they mention them by name and 
promise them the lantern ; " not one of them could invite a dozen 
of his fiiends to supper without incurring the risk of an ebulli- 
tion." — On the strength of this, the old chiefs of the National 
Guard resign, and the Jacobins turn the opportunity to account. 
In contempt of the law the whole body of officers is renewed, 
and, as peaceable folks dare not deposit their votes, the new 
staff" " is composed of infuriated men, taken for the most part, 
firom the lowest class." With this purged militia the club expels 
nuns, drives off" unsworn priests, organises expeditions in the 
neighborhood, and goes so far as to purify suspected municipali- 
ties.* — So many acts of violence committed in town and country, 
render town and country uninhabitable, and for the 61ite of the 
proprietors, or for well-bred persons, there is no longer any 

1 On the X5th of August, 1792, the mother-aaperior of the Hoiel-Dieu haspttal is forcibly 
* ixried off and placed in a tavern, half a league from the town, while the rest of the nuni 
.ae driven out smd replaced by eight young girls. Among other motives that require notice 
b the hostility of two apothecaries belonging to the club ; in the Hotel-Dieu the nuns, keep- 
ing A pharmacy, by which they defrayed expenses through the sale of drugs, brtugbt them 
^iato compcdtka with the two apothecutet. 
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asylum but Paris. After the first disarmament seven or eight 
families take refuge there, and a dozen or fifteen more join them 
after a threat of having their throats cut; after the religious 
persecution, imswom ecclesiastics, the rest of the nobles, and 
countless other townspeople, "even with little means," betake 
themselves there in a mass. There, at least, one is lost in the 
crowd ; one is protected by an incognito against the outrages of 
the commonalty ; one can live there as a private individual. In 
the provinces even civil rights do not exist ; how could any one 
there exercise political rights ? "All honest citizens are kept 
away firom the primary meetings by threats or maltreatment 
. . . The battle-field remains with those who pay forty-five 
sous of taxes, more than one-half of them being registered on 
the poor list." — See how the elections are decided beforehand I 
The old cook is the one who authorises or creates candidatures, 
and on the election of the department deputies at the coimty 
town, the electors elected are veritably, like himself, Jacobins.^ 

V. 

Such is the pressure under which voting takes place in France 
during the summer and fall of 179 1. Domiciliary visits and dis- 
armament everywhere force nobles and ecclesiastics, landed pro- 
prietors and people of culture, to abandon their homes, to seek 
refiige in the large towns and to emigrate,' or, at least, confine 
themselves strictly to private life, to abstain fi-om all propagand- 
ism, firom every candidature, and firom all voting. It would be 
madness to be seen in so many cantons where perquisitions ter- 
minate in a jacquerie; in Burgundy and the Lyonnais, where 
castles are sacked, where aged gentlemen are mauled and left 
for dead, where M. de Guillin has just been assassinated and cut 
to pieces ; at Marseilles, where conservative party leaders are im- 

> C£ "Archtves Nationales," DXXIX. 13. Letter of the municipal officers and notable* 01 
Champneuil, to the administrators of Setne-ct-Oise, concerning elections, June 17, 1791.^ 
Similar letters, from various other parishes, among them that of Charcon, June x6 : Thej 
" have the honor to inform you that, at the time of the preceding primary meetings, they wera 
exposed to the greatest danger: diat the cur6 of Charcon, Uieir pastor, was repeatedly stabbed 
with a bayonet, the marks of which he will carry to his grave. The mayor, and serend 
other inhabitants of Charcon, escaped the same peril with diiTiculty." — /3/V/., letters from Um 
administrators of Haute»-Alpes to the National Assembly (September, 1791), on the disdnb* 
•Dces in the electoral asKmbly of Gap, August 29, 1791. 

s "The French Revolution,'* pp. 159, x6o^ 310, 393, 334. — Lauvergne, *' Histoire du 1 
dn Var," 104 (AnguK 93). 
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prisoned, wkere a regiment of Swiss guards under arms scaio^ 
suffices to enforce the verdict of the court which sets them at lib- 
erty, where, if any indiscreet person opposes Jacobin resolutions 
his mouth is closed by being notified that he will be buried alive ; 
at Toulon, where the Jacobins shoot down all conservatives and 
the regular troops, where M. de Beaucaire, captain in the navy, 
is killed by a shot in the back, where the dub, supported by the 
needy, by sailors, by navvies, and '' vagabond pedlars, " main- 
tains a dictatorship by right of conquest; at Brest, at Tulle, at 
Cahors, where at this very moment gentlemen and officers are 
massacred in the street It is not surprising that honest people 
turn away from the ballot-box as fix)m a centre of cut-throats.— 
Nevertheless, let them come if they like ; it will be easy to get rid 
of them. At Aix, the assessor whose duty it is to read the elect- 
ois' names is informed that '^ the names should be called out by 
XBL unsullied mouth, that, being an aristocrat and fanatical, he 
could neither speak nor vote," and, without further ceremony, 
they put him out of the room.^ The process is an admirable one 
for converting a minority into a majority and yet here is another, 
still more effectual. — ^At Dax, the Feuillants, taking the title of 
** Friends of the French Constitution," separate from the Jaco- 
bins,* and, moreover, insist on excluding from the National Guard 
" foreigners without property or position," the passive citizens 
who are admitted into it in spite of the law, who usurp the right 
of voting and who " daily affiront tranquil inhabitants." Con- 
sequently^ on election day, in the church where the primary 

> " ArcfaiTes Nsukmales," F', 3,198, deposition of V^nuid Jcard, an elector at Arlet, Sept 8, 
X79X. — IhuL^ F', 3,195. Letter of the administrators of the Tarascon district, Dec. 8, 1791. 
Two parties confront each other at the municipal elections of Barbantane, one headed by th« 
Abb6 Chabaud, brother of one of the Avignon brigands, composed of three or four townsmen, 
and of " the most impoverished in the country," and the other, three times as numerous, conw 
prising all the land-owners, the substantial metayers and artisans, and all "who are most 
in^pested in a good administration." The question is, whether the Abbd Chabaud is to b« 
mayor. The dectkms took place Dec. 5, X79X. Here is the official report of the acting 
majror: *' We, Piene Fontaine, mayor, addressed the rioters, to induce them to keq> die 
peace. At this very moment, the said Claude Gontier, alias Baoquc, struck us with Ua fist 
on the left eye, which bruised us considerably, and on account of which we are almost bUnd, 
and, conjointly with others, jumped upon us, direw us down, and dragged us by the hair, 
conttnuing to strike us, from in finont of the church door, till we came in front of the door of 
the town hnlL" 

^Ibid,, F', 3,999. Letters of M. d? LaurMe, June x8, 1791 ; from the directory of th* 

department, June 8, July 31, and Sept. 99, 1791 ; from the mimidpality, July 15, X79X. The 

municipality " leaves the release of the prisonen in suspense," for six monUis, because, it 

leys, the peo|^ b disposed to "insuirectionise against dieir discharge."— Letters of aaay ol 

'^ aadatml guard, stating that the &ctioos fonn oidy m paxt of k. 
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meeting is held, two of the Feuillants, LaurMe, formerly coDector 
of the vingtQm^Sj and Brunache, a glazier, propose to exclude an 
intruder, a servant on wages. The Jacobins at once rush forward. 
LaurMe is pressed back on the holy- water basin and wounded on 
the head ; on trying to escape he is seized by the hah:, thrown 
down, pierced in the arm with a bayonet, put in prison, and Bru- 
nache along with him. Eight days afterwards, at the second meet- 
ing none are present but Jacobins; naturally, " they are all elected " 
and form the new municipality, which, notwithstanding the or- 
ders of the department, not only refuses to liberate the two pris- 
oners, but consigns them to a dungeon. — ^At Montpellier, the de- 
lay in the operation is greater, but it is only the more complete. 
The votes are deposited, the ballot-boxes closed and sealed up 
and the conservatives obtain a majority. Thereupon the Jacobin 
club, with the band of " iron-clubs, " calling itself the Executive 
poweTy betake themselves in force to the sectional meetings, bum 
one of the ballottings, use firearms and kill two men. To restore 
order the municipdity stations each company of the National 
Guard at its captain's door, and the moderates among them nat- 
urally obey orders, but the violent party do not. They overrun 
the town, numbering about 2,000 inhabitants, enter the houses, 
kill three men in the street or in their domiciles, and force the ad- 
ministrative body to suspend its electoral assemblies. In addi- 
tion to this they require the disarmament *'of the aristocrats," 
and this not being done soon enough, they kill an artisan who is 
walking in the street with his mother, cut off his head, bear it 
aloft in triumph, and suspend it in firont of his dwelling. The au- 
thorities, thus persuaded, accordingly decree a disarmament, and 
the victors parade the streets in a body. Either on account ot 
their jollity, or as a precaution, they fire at the windows of sus- 
pected houses as they pass along and happen to kill an addition- 
al man and woman. During the three following days six hu*i- 
dred families emigi*ate, while the authorities report that every- 
thing LS going on well, and that order is restored ; "tlie elections," 
they say, " are now proceeding in the quietest manner on account 
of the ill-intentioned voluntarily keeping away from them, a large 
number having left the town." * A void is created around the 
ballot-box and this is called the unanimity of voters. 



» Mercurt dt France^ D€C lo, 1791, letter from Montpellier, dated Nov. 17, 1791.— "Ar 
chives Nationales, " F ^ 3,223. Extracts from letten, ou th« mo)&ieu\» <A OcX. ^ «&&. vx^ vy^. 
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The effect of such executions is great and not many of tbem 
are requisite ; a few suffice when successful and when they go un- 
punished, which is always the case. Henceforth all that the Jat • 
obins have to do is to threaten ; people no longer resist then, 
for they know that it costs too much to face them down ; they de 
not care to attend electoral meetings and there meet insult and 
danger ; they acknowledge defeat at the start Have not the Jac- 
obins irresistible arguments, without taking blows into account ? 
At Paris,^ Marat in three successive numbers of his paper has just 
denounced by name " the rascals and thieves " who canvass for 
electoral nominations, not the nobles and priests but ordinary 
citizens, lawyers, architects, physicians, jewellers, stationers, print- 
ers, upholsterers and other mechanics, each name being given in 
full with the professions, addresses and one of the following quali- 
fications, " hypocrite {tartufe\ immoral, dishonest, bankrupt, in- 
former, usurer, cheat," not to mention others that I cannot trans- 
cribe. It must be noted that this slanderous list may become a 
proscriptive list, and that in every town and village in France 
similar lists are constantly drawn up and circulated by the local 
dub, which enables us to judge whether the struggle between it 
and its adversaries is a fair one. — As to rural electors, it has suit- 
able means for persuading them, especially in the innumerable 
cantons ravaged or threatened by the Jacqueries^ or, for example, 
in Corrtee, where ** the whole department is overspread with in- 
surrections and devastations, and where nobody talks of anything 
but of hanging the officers who serve papers."* Through- 
out the electoral operations the sittings of the club are perm^ 
nent ; ''its electors are incessantly summoned to its meetings ; " 
at each of these ''the main question is the destruction of fish- 
ponds and rentals, their principal speakers smnming it all up by 
saying that none ought to be paid." The majority of electors, 
composed of rustics, are found to be sensitive to eloquence of this 

kind ; all its candidates are obliged to express themselves against 

^— ^— — — ^.^-^^^■^.^— ^.^^^^ ^— i^— ^.^i»»»^— ■^»^— »»^— ^-— »^— ^ »— ^^^— ^— 

Ftodtkm by Mewn. Th^ri and Devon, Nov. xj, 1791. Letter addrened hj dim to the BCin* 
kter, Oct 35. Letters of M. Duptn, syndkal attorney of Uie department, to the Miniitar, 
Nov. 14 and 15, and Dec 26, 179X (with official reports).'— Among thoae aoaasinafied on thm 
X4th and 15th of November, we find a jeweller, an attorney, a carpenter, and a dmx. ** Thk 
pgdnful scene," writes the syndic attorney, "has restored quiet to the town.** 
1 Buche2 et Roux, X. 293 {VAmidu PeupU^ June xj, 19, ax, 1791). * 
*« Archives Nationales, ' F% 3,004, letter by M. Melon Pkadoo, royal romw'ww/ at 
Nk^ Sq>t 8, X79X. 
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fishponds and rentals ; its deputies and the public prosecuting- 
attorney are nominated on this profession of &ith; in other words, 
to be elected, the Jacobins promise to greedy tenants the incomes 
and property of their owners. — ^We already see in the proceed- 
ings by which they secure one-third of the offices in 1791 the 
germ of the proceedings by which they wiU secure the whole of 
them in 1792; in this first electoral campaign their acts indicate 
not merely their maxims and policy but, again, the condition, edu- 
cation, spirit and character of the men whom they place in power 
locally as well as at the capital. 



CHAPTER IV. 

1. Composition of the Legislative Assembly. — Social rank of the Depu- 
ties. Their inexperience, incompetence, and prejudices. — II. Degree and 
quality of their intelligence and culture. — III. Aspect of their sessions. — 
Scenes and display at the diib.--4}o-opentfion of q>ectBtan»<-^^ Finrtiak— 
The <« Right "—The "Centre."— The "Left."— Opfaiions and sentfments 
of the Girondists.— ^Their allies of the extreme " Left."— V. Their means 
of action. — ^Dispersion of the Fenillants club. — Pressure of the tribunes on 
the Assembly. — Street mobs. — ^VI. Parliamentary manceuYres.- Abuses of 
urgency. — ^Vote on the principle. — Call by name.— Intimidation of the 
"Centre." — Opponents inactive. — ^The majority finally disposed oC 

I. 

If it be true that a nation should be represented by its superior 
men, France was singularly represented during the Revolution. 
From one Assembly to another we see the level steadily declin- 
ing ; especially is the fall very great from the Constituent to the 
Legislative Assembly. The actors entitled to perform withdraw 
just as they begin to understand their parts; and yet more, 
they have excluded themselves from the theatre, while the stage 
is surrendered to their substitutes. " The preceding Assembly," 
writes an ambassador,^ "contained men of great talent, large 
fortune, and honorable name, a combination which had an im- 
posing effect on the people, although violently opposed to per- 
sonal distinctions. The actual Assembly is but litde more than 
a council of lawyers, got together from every town and village 
in France." Out of 745 deputies, indeed, "400 lawyers belong, 
for the most part, to the dregs of the profession"; there are 
about twenty constitutional priests, ^' as many poets and literary 
men of but little reputation, almost all without any ])airimony/' 
the greater number being less than thirty years rild, sixty being 
less than twenty-six, while nearly all of them are outgrowths of 

> "CocretpondeDCe (manufcript) of Baron de Stail," vnxh his court, Oct 6, 1791. 
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the clubs and the popular assemblies.^ There is not one noble 
or prelate belonging to the ancient regime, no great landed pro- 
prietor,* no head of the service, no eminent specialist in diplomacy, 
in finance, in administrative force, or in military art But three 
general officers are found there, and these are of the lowest rank,* 
one of them having held his appointment but three months, and 
the other two being wholly unknown. — ^At the head of the 
diplomatic committee stands Brissot, a perambulating journalist, 
lately a rover about England and the United States, and sup- 
posed to be competent in the aflfairs of both worlds ; in reality he 
is one of those presuming, threadbare, talkative fellows, who, liv- 
ing in a garret, lecture foreign cabinets and reconstruct all Eu- 
rope ; things, to them, seem as easily combined as phrases ; one 
day,* to entice the English into an alliance with France, Brissot 
proposes to place two towns, Dunkirk and Calais, in their hands 
as security; another day, he proposes " to make a descent on Spain, 
and, at the same time, to send a fleet to conquer Mexico." — ^The 
principal personage in the committee on finances is Cambon, a 
merchant in MontpeUier, a good book-keeper, who, at a later 
period, is to simplify all writings and regulate the Grand Livre 

> ''Souvenin" (manuscript) of M. X . Dumouriez, '< M^motres," IIL ch. t. *'Th« 

Jacobin Club, evoywhere extending its numerous ramifications, araUed Itself of the pn>> 
vinctal clubs to obtsdn control of the elections. Every crackbrain, every seditious scribbler, 
all die agitatcns were riected. . . Very few enlightened or prudent men, and stall fewer 
of die nobles, were chosen. "-^MM»en«r, XII. 199 (meeting of April 33, 1799). Speech ol 
ML LeoHnte-Puyravaux. " We need not disnmidate; indeed, we are proud to say, that this 
l^jslature b composed of peisons who are not ridL" 

*IiCadiiea Dunms, **M<moires," I. 521. "The excitement in the dectond assemblages 
was very great; the aristocrats and large land-ownen abstained fixnn coming there."— Cor- 
i«spondanoe de Mirabeau et du Comte de la Blaric," III. •46^ Oct. zo^ X79X. " Nineteen" 
twentieths of this legislature have no other turn-out than galoshes and umbrellas. It has 
been estimated, that all these deputies put together do not possess 300^000 livres solid income. 
The generality of those who compose this Assembly have receivul no education whatever." 

'lliey rank as MaHchaux tU camp, a grade corresponding to that of brigadier-general. 
They are Dupuy-Montbnm (deceased in March, 1792), Descrots-d'Estrie, a weak and worn 
old man whom his children forced into the Legislative Assembly, and, lastly, Mathieu 
Dumas, a conservative, and the only prominent one. 

^ *' Onrrespondance du Baron de Stael," Jan. 19, 1793. — Crouvemeur Morris (11. x6a, Feb. 
4, 1793) writes to Washington that M. de Warville, on the diplomatic committee^ pro(>oscd 
to cede Dunkirk and Calais to England, as a pledge of fidelity by France, in any engage- 
ment which she might enter into. You can judge, by this, of the wisdom and virtue of the 
£scdon to which he belongs. — Buchex et Roux, XXX. 89 (defence of Biissot, Jan. 5, 1793) 
" Brissot, like all noisy, csckless, ambitious men, started in full blast with the strangc&t 
paradoxes. In 1780^ in his 'Recherches philosophiques sur le droit de proprictd,' he wrote 
as follows : 'If 40 crowns suffice to maintain existence, the possession of 200,000 crowns is 
{dainly imjust and a robbery. . . . Exclusive ownership is a veritable crime against 
nature. . . . The punishment of robbery in our institutions is an act of viztuA mbkK. 
nature herself commands.' " 
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of the public debt, which means public bankruptcy. Mean- 
while, he hastens this on with all his might by encouraging the 
Assembly to undertake the ruinous and terrible war, that is to last 
for twenty-three years ; according to him, " there is more money 
than is needed for it."^ In truth, the guarantee of assignats is 
used up ; the taxes do not come in ; they live only on the piq)er 
money they issue, the assignats lose forty per centum, and the 
ascertained deficit for 1792 is four hundred millions;' but this 
revolutionary financier relies upon the confiscations which he 
instigates in France, and which are to be set agoing in Belgium ; 
here lies all his invention, a systematic robbery on a grand scale 
within and without the kingdom. 
I As to the legislators and manufacturers of constitutionSy we 
: have Condorcet, a cold-blooded fanatic and systematic leveller, 
satisfied that a mathematical method suits the social sciences 
fed on abstractions, blinded by formulae, and the most chimerical 
of perverted intellects. Never was a man versed in books more 
'. ignorant of mankind ; never did a lover of scientific predsion 
; better succeed in changing the character of facts. It was he 
who, two days before the 20th of June, amidst the most 
brutal public excitement, admired ''the calmness" and rationality 
of the multitude ; " considering the way people interpret events, 
it might be supposed that they had ^en some hours of each day 
io the study of analysis.^^ It is he who, two days after the 20th 
of June, extolled the red cap in which the head of Louis XVI. 
had been muffled. " That crown is as good as any other. Mar- 
cus Aurelius would not have despised it" ' — Such is the discem- 

> M^nUtur, tpeedi hy Camboo, ntdngs of Feb. 2 and April 90^ 1799. 

*lMd., (sitting of April 3). Speech hj M. Cailhaason. The p i opaty belonging to the 
Mtbn, add and to be aold, b valued at 0,195 millions, while die aadgaats already iasaad 
MMmnt to a^soo millions. CC Mnvurt de Fnmc, Dec. 17, X79T, p. aoz ; Jan. 38, 1798, pc 
•15: May 19, 1798, pw S05.— Dumouries, "M^moires," IIL 096^ and 339, 340, 344, 34&<— 
"Oambon, a ravine hmatic, without education, humane prindid^ or integil^ (pubBc) « 
■edd l c r , an ignoramus, and reiy giddy. He tdls me thau one reaouxee remained to Ua, 
wUch is^ to sebe all the a»n in Belgium, all die plate bdonging to die dinrdies, and all dk« 
cash deposits . . . dia^ on ruining the Belgians, on zedudng them to the same state of wA 
laring as die VttaxStt, ^taj would necessarily share their &te with diem; diat they would 
diea be admitted memben of the Republic, with the pn>spect of always making Iraadway, 
Arough die same line of policy; that the decree of Dec. 25, 1799^ admirably &vored tUa 
mA, because it tended to a complete disorganisation, and diat tfaa liMidest dihig that could 
h^n>en to France was to disocganise all its ndghbon and ndooa diem to the same state of 
•aardiy." (This conversation b et ween Camboo and Dumouries oecnis in the middle ol 
January, 1793.)— Jlf<Mii)tewr, XIV. 758 (sitting of Dec. 15, 2798). Raport t^ Cambon. 

' CAfmn^ df IkHt, SepL ^ tT^ *< What a sad and iMiiUeiitaadoBl that in which 
tefi&afacterofapeqplc^iuiCiiially amiable and tBnBW%k w i wt ro liis d \ft^akawMd^-^<w» 
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ment and practical judgment of the leaders; from these oc^ 
can form an opinion of the flock, consisting of novices arriving 
from the provinces and bringing with them the principles and 
prejudices of the newspaper. So remote from the centre, having 
no knowledge of general aflfairs or of their unity, they are two 
years behind their brethren of the Constituent Assembly. Most 
of them, says Malouet,* "without having decided against a mon- 
archy, had decided against the court, the aristocracy, and the 
dergy, ever imagining conspiracies and believing that defence 
consisted solely in attack. There were still many men of talent 
among them, but with no experience; they even lacked that 
which we had obtained. Our patriot deputies were, in great 
part, convinced of their errors ; these were not so^ they were ready 
to take a fresh start^^ Moreover, they have their own political 
bent, for nearly all of them are upstarts of the new regime. We 
find in their ranks 264 department administrators, 109 district 
administrators, 125 justices and prosecuting-attomeys, 68 mayors 
and town ofiScers, besides about twenty officers of the National 
Guard, constitutional bishops and cur^, the whole amounting to 
566 o( the elected fimctionaries, who, for the past twenty months, 
have carried on the government under the direction of their 
dectoxs. We have seen how this was done and under what 
conditions, with what compliances and with what complicity, 
with what deference to clamorous opinion, with what docility 
in the presence of rioters, with what submission to the orders 
of the populace, with what a dduge of sentimental phrases 
and commonplace abstractions. Sent to Paris as deputies, 
through the dioice or toleration of the dubs, they bear along 
with them their politics and their rhetoric; the result is an 
assemblage of nanpw, perverted, hasty, inflated and feeble 
minds; at each d|uly session, twenty word-mills turn to no pur- 
pose, ffie greatest of public powers at once becoming a manu- 
factory of nonsense, a school of extravagancies, and a theatre 
for dedamation. 

geanoel **— en the Toy acuta ntkfe^ \ij St Betnre, on Coiidoicet,in *'Causeries du Lundi,* 
III. 945.— Hoa (a colleague of Condorcet, in die LegisIatiTe Assembly), "M^moires," 89. 
" Condorcet, in his journal, regularly &lsified things, with an audacity which is unparalleled. 
The opinions of the 'Right' were so mutilated and travesded the next day in his journal, 
that we, who had uttered them, could scarcdy recognise them. On complaining of this to 
Um and on charging him with perfidy, the philosopher only s^ed." 

> Malouet, IL ii5.->I>umouiies, III. ch. t. "They were dected to icptQiait.\b«^«aia&an% 
to di^md, they say, its mUrtstt aguitut afeirfU&na CMiri?*^. 
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11. 

Is it possible that serious men could have listened to and sat 
through this rigmarole? "I am a ploughman,"* says one dep- 
utes, "I now dare boast of the antique nobility of my plough. 
A yoke of oxen once constituted the pure, incorniptible convey- 
ancers before whom my worthy ancestors executed their contracts, 
the authenticity of which, far better recorded on the soil than on 
flimsy parchment, is protected from any species of revolution 
whatever." Is it conceivable that the reporter of a law, that 
is about to exile or imprison forty thousand priests, should em- 
ploy in an argument such silly bombast as the following?* " I 
have seen in the rural districts the hymeneal torch diffusing only 
pale and sombre rays, or, transformed into the flambeaux of fii- 
nes, the hideous skeleton of superstition seated even on the nup- 
tial couch, placed between nature and the wedded, and arresting, 
etc. . . Oh Rome, art thou satisfied? Art thou then like 
Saturn, to whom fresh holocausts were daily imperative? . . . 
Depart, ye creators of discord! The soil of liberty is weary of 
bearing you. Would ye breathe the atmosphere of the Aventine 
mount? The national ship is already prepared for you. I hear 
on the shore the impatient cries of the crew; I see the breezes 
of liberty swelling its sails. Like Telemachus, ye will go 
forth on the waters to seek your father; but never will you 
have to dread the Sicilian rocks, nor the seductions of a Eu- 
charts^ Vulgar conceits, rhetorical personifications, and the 
invective of maniacs is the prevailing tone. The same de- 
fect characterises the best discourses, namely, an over-excited 

> Mom'teur, X. 333 (session of Oct 26, 1791). Speech by M. Fran9ois DuvaL Gtandilo- 
quencc is die order of the day at the very first meeting. On the ist of October, 1791, twelve 
old men, marchini; in procession, go out to fetch the constitutional act " M Camus, keeper 
of the records, with a composed air and downcast eyes, enters with measured steps," bearing 
in both hands the sacred document which he holds against his breast, while the deputies 
stand up and bare their heads. "People of France," says an orator, "ddzens of Paris, aO 
generous Frenchmen, and you, otu- feilow-dtizens — virtuous, intelligent women, bringing 
your gende influence into the sanctuary of the law — behold the guarantee of peace which the 
legislature presents to you ! " We seem to be witnessing the last act of an opera. 

^Ihid.y XII. 930 (sessions of April 26 and May 5). Report and speech by Fran9ou de 
Nantes. I'he whole speech, a comic budget throughout, should be read : " 1 ell me, pontifl 
of Rome, what your sentiments will be when you welcome your v.oilliy and faithful co- 
operators? . . I behold your sacred hands, ready to launch those pontifical thunderbolts, 
which, etc . • Let the bnwier of Scaevola be broup;ht in. ami, with our tn stretched pahni 
above the burning coals, we will show that there is no s;KTi<»«i ut i»)jtuic, no iorn.eDt which 
can excite M frown on the brow of him whom the love of rourtr^ rxi'is .ihove humanity I" 
^fyiipcme dui^JuMt Mt dub momeot, a lighted candle had bccu pVaced wndct V^ Vvandit 
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brain, a passion for high-sounding terms, the constant use of 
stilts and an incapacity for seeing things as they are and of so 
describing them. Men of talent, Isnard, Guadet, Vergniaud 
himself, are carried away by hollow sonorous phrases like a ship 
with too much canvas for its ballast. Their minds are stimu- 
lated by souvenirs of their school lessons, the modem world 
revealing itself to them only through theu: Latin reminiscences. 
— Francois de Nantes is exasperated at the pope " who holds in 
servitude the posterity of Cato and of Scxvola." Isnard pro- 
poses to follow the example of the Roman senate which, to 
allay discord at home, got up an outside war; between old 
Rome and France, indeed, there is a striking resemblance.— 
Roux insists that the Emperor (of Austria) should give satisfac- 
tion before the ist of March; "in a case like this the Roman 
people would have fixed the term of delay — why shouldn't the 
French people fix one. . . The circle of Popilius " should be 
drawn around those petty, hesitating German princes. When 
money is needed to establish camps around Paris and the large 
towns, Lasource proposes to alienate the national forests and is 
amazed at any objection to the measure. "Caesar's soldiers,** 
he exclaims, "believing that an ancient forest in Gaul was 
sacred, dared not lay the axe to it ; are we to participate in this 
superstitious respect?"^ — ^Add to this collegiate lore the phil- 
osophic dregs deposited in all minds by the great sophist then 
in vogue. Larivi&re reads in the tribune' that page of the 
** Central Social," where Rousseau declares that the sovereign 
may banish members " of an unsocial religion," and punish with 
death " one who, having publicly recognised the dogmas of civil 
religion, acts as if he did not believe in them." On which, 
another hissing parrot, M. Filassier, exclaims, " I put J. J. 
Rousseau's proposition into the form of a motion and demand a 
vote on it." — In like manner it is proposed to grant very young 
girls the right of marrying in spite of their parents by stating, 
according to the " Nouvelle H61oise" " that a girl thirteen or 
fourteen years old begins to sigh for an union which nature dic- 
tates, that she struggles between passion and duty, that, if she 

1 MoniUur, XI. 179 (sessioia of Jan. ao, 1792). — Ibid, az6 (session of Jan. 24). — XII. 426 
(May 9). 

^Ibid.^ XII. 479 (session of May 34). — ^XIII. 71 (session of July 7, speech by Lasource). 
— C£ XIV. 30Z (session of July 31) a quotation from Voltaire brought in for the suppression 
«f the oonYents. 
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triumphs she is a martyr, that nature is raidy imposed apoQ, 
that it may happen that a young person prefers the tranquil dis- 
grace of defeat to a wearisome strug^e of eight years.**— * 
Divorce is inaugurated to *' preserve in matrimony that happy 
quietude which renders the sentiments livelier."^ Henceforth 
this is to be no longer a chain but ''the acquittance of an agree- 
able debt which every citizen owes to his country. • . Divorce 
is the tutelary divinity of H3rmen.'' * Obscenities and mytholog- 
ical veilings, a background of classic pedantry, the vague and 
narrow notions of ordinary instruction, no exact and substantial 
infbrmation, the empty flowing commonplaces of the amplifier 
spinning out maxims from his revolutionary manual in long 
tirades, in short, superficial culture and verbal argumentation 
form the vulgar and dangerous ingredients out of which the 
intelligence of the new legislators is formed.' 

III. 

From this we can imagine what their sessions were. ** More in- 
coherent and especially more passionate than those of the Constit- 
uent Assembly"* they present the same characteristics, but large- 
ly exaggerated. Argument is much weaker, invective more vio- 
lent, and dogmatism more intemperate. Inflexibility degenerates 
into insolence, prejudice into fanaticism, and near-sightedness 
into blindness. Disorder becomes a tumult and constant din an 
uproar. "Figure to yourself," says an attendant eye-witnesS| 
^ a collegiate chamber with hundreds of pupils quarrdling and 
every instant on the point of seizing each other by die hair. 
Their dress worse than neglected, their furious actions, and transi- 
tions from cries to hootings ... is a sight not to be depicted 
and to which nothing can be compared." It lacks nothing for 
making it a club of the lowest species. Here, in advance, we 

> Momteur. Speech by Aubert Dubayer, setnon of Aug. 3a 

* Speech by Chaumette, procurtur of the Commune to the newiy nuuried (If ortfmai* 
Tenuux, IV. 408). 

* The class to which they bdonged has been portrayed, to the file^ by M. RoyerCoOard 
(Ste. Beuve, "Nouveaux Lundis," IV. 263). **A young Unryer at Paiia» at first received 
fai a few houses on the He St Lotiis, he soon withdrew from thb inferior world of attoracys 
and limbs of the law, whose tone oppressed him. The rery dumght of the impression &ia 
gallant and intensely vulgxu: mediocrity made upon him, still inspired disg^tst. He mnck 
preferred to talk with longshoremen, if need be, dun with these scented fimbt of die law." 

'Etienne Dumont, ''M^moires," 4a— Jtfmwnr dt Ftmmt^ Nor. 19^ 1791; Fekk 11 aai 
tfHoft jt *79» (tutkk§ by MaOetJ>i]pan). 
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contemplate the ways of the future revolutionary inquisition; 
they welcome burlesque demmciations ; they enter into petty 
police investigations ; they weigh the tittle-tattle of porters and 
the gossip of servant-girls; they devote an all-night session to 
the secrets of a dnmkard.^ They enter on their official report, 
and without any disapproval, the petition of M. Hur6, " living at 
Pont-sur-Yonne, who, over his own signature, oflfers one hun- 
dred francs and his arm to become a tyrannicide." Repeated 
and multiplied hurrahs and applause with the felicitations of the 
president is the sanction of scandalous or ridiculous private mis- 
conduct seeking to display itself under the cover of public au- 
thority. Anacharsis Clootz, " a Mascarille officially stamped," 
who proposes a general war and who hawks about maps of Eu- 
rope cut up in advance into departments beginning with Savoy, 
Belgium and Holland "and thus onward to the Polar Sea,** 
is thanked and given a seat on the benches of the Assembly.' 
Compliments are bestowed on the Vicar of Sain te- Marguerite 
and his wife is given a seat in the Assembly and who, introducing 
"his new family," thunders against clerical celibacy.' Mobs 
of men and women are permitted to traverse the hall shouting 

> Motditur^ Dec 17 (examination at the bar of the house of Ranch, a pretended kidnapper, 
whom they are obliged to send oflf acquitted). Ranch tdls diem : " I have no money, and 
cannot find a bed at less than 6 sous, because I defile It'*— JftMi^iAmr, XII. 574 (session of 
June 4), report by ChaboL ** A peddlor, bdongbg to Mortagne, sayi that a domestic com- 
ing fit>m Cobkntz told him that there was a troop about to cany off die king and poison 
lum, so as to throw the odium of it on the National Assembly.** Bernassais de Poitien 
writes: *' A brave citizen told me last evenmg: 'I have been to see a servant>glrl, Uving 
with a nobk. She assured me that her master was going to-night to Paris, to join the 30,000^ 
who, in about a month, meant to cut the throats of the National Assembly and set fire to 
every comer of ParisI '" — M. G^iard, a saddler at Amiens, writes to us that ** Louis XVI. b 
to be aided in his flight by 5,000 relays, and that afterwards they are going to fire red-hot 
bullets on the National Assembly." 

*Mercure cU Francty Nov. 5, 1791 (session of Oct 25).^/3^, Dec 03.— J/m/Awt, XII. 
19a (session of April ai, 1792). — XII. 447 (address to the French, by Clootx) : " God brought 
order out of primitive chaos ; the French will bring order out of feudal chaos. God b mighty, 
and manifested his will ; we are mighty, and we will manifest our will. . . The more exten- 
sive the seat of war the sooner, and more fortunately, wUl die suit of plebeians against the 
nobles be decided . . We require enemies, . . Savoy, Tuscany, and quickly, quickly 1 ** 

* Cf. Moniteur^ XI. 293 (sitting of Jan. aa, 2792). " M. Burnet, chaplain of the nadonal 
guard, presents himself at the bar of the house with an English woman, named Lydia Kiric- 
ham, and three small children, one of which is in her arms. M. Burnet annotmcea that she 
is his wife and that the chOd in her arms is the fiuit of their affection. After referring to die 
force of natural senuments which he could not resist, the petidoner thus continues: 'Ona 
day, I met one of those sacred questioners. Unibrtunate man, said he, of what are yon 
guilty? Of this child, sir; and I have married this woman, who is a Protestant, and her 
efigion has nothing to do with mine. . . Death or my wife 1 Such is the cry that naturs 
now, and always will, inspire me with " — IbitL, XI L 369. 
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political cries. Every sort of indecent, childish and seditiout 
parade Is admitted to the bar of the house.^ To-day it consists 
of '* citoyentus of Paris," desirous of being drilled in military 
exercises and of having for their commandants '* former French 
guardsmen ; " to-morrow children come and express their patri- 
otism with "touching simplicity/' regretting that '* their trem- 
bling feet do not permit them to march, no, fly against the 
tyrants;'' next to these come convicts of the Ch&teau-Vieux 
escorted by a vociferous crowd ; at another time the artillery- 
men of Paris, a thousand in number, with drums beating ; dele- 
gates from the provinces, the faubourgs and the clubs come 
constantly, with their furious harangues, and imperious remon- 
strances, their exactions, their threats and their summonses. — In 
the intervals of this louder racket a continuous hubbub is heard 
in the clatter of the tribunes;* at each session ''the representa* 
tives are chaffed by the spectators ; the nation in the gallery is 
judge of the nation on the floor; " it interferes in the debates, 
silences the speakers, insults the president and orders the report- 
er of a bill to quit the tribune. One interruption, or a simple 
murmur, is not all; there are twenty, thirty, fifty in an hour, 
damourings, stamping, yells and personal abuse. After count- 
less useless entreaties, after repeated calls to order, ''received 
with hootings," after a dozen " regulations that are made, revis- 
ed, countermanded and posted up" as if better to prove the 
impotence of the law, of the authorities and of the Assembly it- 
self, the usurpations of these intruders keep on increasing. They 
have shouted for ten months "Down with the civil list! 
Down with the ministerials ! Down with those curs ! Silence, 
slaves 1 " On the 26th of July, Brissot himself is to appear 
lukewarm and be struck on the face with two plums. "Three 
or four hundred individuals without either property, tide, or 
means of subsistence . . . have become the auxiliaries, peti- 

> The grotesque is often that of a farce. "M. Pi<my, in die name of poor, but vituoui 
fli*^— "% tenders two pairs of buckles, with this motto: 'They have served to hold my Unmh 
^hoe-stnqjw) on my feet; they win serve to reduce under them, widiUie inqprint and charactw 
of truth, an fyrafU* leagued against the constitution' (Mpmintr, XIL 457, session of Mt% 
m£^**'-^IHeL, XII L 249 (sesaon of July as). "A young cHeyenne ofiios to combat, in jf«t> 
■on, against the enemies of her countiy ; " and Uie president, with a gallant air, repliail 
''Made rather to soothe, than to combat tyrant^ you oSSsv etc." 

^M^mUemr, XL 576 (sesdon of March Qs iUL 837, 3x4, 368 (senlow of April aj, Ma» 
lb nd May 14). 
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tioners and umpires of the legislature," their paid violence com- 
pletely destroying whatever is still left of the Assembly's reason.* 

IV. 

In an assembly thus composed and surrounded, it is easy to 
foresee on which side the balance will turn. — ^Through the meshes 
of the electoral net which the Jacobins have spread over the 
whole coxmtry, about one hundred well-meaning individuals of 
the common run, tolerably sensible and sufficiently resolute, 
Mathieu Dumas, Dumolard, Becquet, Gorguereau, Vaublanc, 
Beugnot, Girardin, Ramond, Jaucourt, were able to pass and 
form the party of the " Right." * They resist to as great an extent 
as possible, and seem to have obtained a majority. — For, of the 
four hundred deputies who have their seats in the centre, one 
hundred and sixty-four are inscribed on the rolls with them at the 
Feuillants club, while the rest, under the title of " Independents," 
pretend to be of no party ;^ besides, the whole of these four hun- 
dred, through monarchical traditions, respect the King ; timid and 
sensible, violence is repugnant to them ; they distrust the Jaco* 
bins, dread what is unknown, desire to be loyal to the Constitu- 
tion and to live in peace. Nevertheless the pompous dogmas of 
the revolutionary catechism still have their prestige with them; 
they cannot comprehend how the Constitution which they like pro* 
duces the anarchy which they detest ; they are " foolish enough to 
bemoan the effects while swearing to maintain their causes; totaUy 
deficient in spirit, in union and in boldness," they float back- 
wards and forwards between contradictory desires, while their pre- 
disposition to order merely awaits the steady impulsion of a vig- 
orous will to turn it in the opposite direction. — On such docile 
material the " Left " can work effectively. It comprises, indeed, 
but one hundred and thirty-six registered Jacobins and about a 
hundred others who, in almost all cases, vote with the party ; * 

rigidity of opinion, however, more than compensates for lack of 

' 1 1 1. J jj^ ■■■■■ 

> Mercurt <U France. Sept 19, 1791, Feb. xx, and March 5, X799. — ^Buchex et Roux, XVI. 
185 (session of July 26, 1792). 

s " M6moires de Mallet-Dupan,** X433 (tableau of the three parties, with special inlbrmation). 

s Buchez et Roux, XII. 348 (letter by the deputy Charon, president of the Feuillants Club). 
The deputies of the Legislative Assembly, registered at the Feuillants Club, number 964, 
besides a lar^e number of deputies in the Constituent Assembly. — ^According to Mallet-Dupan. 
the so-called Independents number 250. 

« These figures are verified by decisive balloctings (Mortimer-Temaux, IL «&\ v9\« 
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numbers. I n the front row are Guadet, Brissot, Gensonndy Veigiii- 
aud, Ducos, acd Condorcet, the fiiture chiefs of the Girondists^ 
all of them 2aw)'er3 or writers captivated by deductive politics, 
absolute in their convictions and proud of their (aith. Acomiing 
to them principles are true and must be applied without reservar 
tion ; ' whoe\'er would stop half-way is wanting in courage or in- 
telligence. As for themselves their minds arc made up to push 
through. With the self-coniiuence of youth and of theorists they 
draw their own conclusions and hug themselves ^ith their strong 
belief in them. " These gendemen," says a keen observer,* 
" professed great disdain for their predecessors, the Constituents, 
treating them as short-sighted and prejudiced people incapable 
of profiting by circumstances." " To the observati(His of wis- 
dom, and disinterested wisdom,' they replied with a scomfol 
smile, indicative of the aridity proceeding from self-conceit. One 
exhausted himself in reminding them of events and in deducing 
causes from these ; one passed in tiun from theory to experience 
and from experience to theory to show them their identity and, 
when they condescended to reply it was to deny the best authen- 
ticated facts and contest the plainest obser\'ations by opposing U> 
tfuse a few trite maxims although eloquently expressed. Each re- 
garded the other as if they alone were worthy of being heard, each 
encouraging the other with the idea that all resistance to their 
way of looking at things was pusillanimity. " In their own eyes 
they alone are capable and they alone are patriotic. Because 
they have read Rousseau and Mably, because their tongue is 
untied and their pen flowing, because they know how to handle 
the formulae of books and reason out an abstract proposition, they 
fimcy that they are statesmen.* Because they have read Plu- 

> MpnUeur, XIL 393 (sesiaoa of Blay 15, speedi by Isnard) : "The Consdtoent Assembly 
only half dared do what it had the power to da It has left in the field of fiberty, even around 
liie very roots of die young consdtutiooal tree, die old roots of despodsm and of die aristoo- 
ncy. . . It has bound us to the trunk of the consdtadonal tree, fike powerless victims 
givai op to the rage of dietr enemies.'* — Edenne Dumont saw truly die educational defects 
peculiar to the party He says, apropos of Madame Roland: " I firand in her too mudi ol 
tSutt^strustfuldespotism which belongs to ignorance of the workL . . What her intdlect> 
ml development lacked was a greater knowledge of the world and intercourse with men of 
fopcrior Judgment to her own. Roland himself had Ettle intdlectual fareaddi, while all those 
who frequented her house never rose above the prgudices of die vulgar." 

s " Souvenirs " (manuscript) of M. X . ^ 

■Madame de StaSl, "Considerations sur la Rfvoludon Fianfadse," 3d part, ch. iS. Mad- 
jaivJbStaflooirverBed with them and judges diem aoconfing to the shrewd perceptions of a 
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tarch and ' Le Jeune Anachaisis/' because they aim to construct 
a perfect society out of metaphysical conceptions, because they 
are in a ferment about the coming milienium, they imagine them 
selves so many exalted spirits. They have no doubt whatever 
on these two points even after everything has fallen in through 
their blunders, even after their obliging hands are sullied by the 
foul grasp of robbers whom they were the first to instigate, and by 
that of executioners of which they are partners in complicity.^ To 
this extent is self-conceit the worst of sophists. Convinced of 
their superior enlightenment and of the purity of their sentiments, 
they put forth the theory that the government should be in their 
hands. Consequently they lay hold of it in the Legislative 
body in ways that are going to turn against them in the Conven- 
tion. They accept for allies the worst demagogues of the ex- 
treme " Left," Chabot, Couthon, Merlin, Bazi^re, Thuriot, Le- 
cointre, and outside of it, Danton, Robespierre, Marat himself^ 
all the levellers and destroyers whom they think of use to them, 
but of whom they themselves are the instruments. The motions 
they make must pass at any cost and, to ensure this, they let 
loose against their adversaries the low, yelping populace which 
others, still more factious, will to-morrow let loose on them. 

1791, lamented the &te of a great nation, compelled to stop half-way in the career of free 
dom,** and, on page 38— "A minister of justice was needed. The four ministers (Rolandt 
Servane, etc.) "cast their eyes on me. . . Duranthon was pre fa nred to me. This was 
the first mistake of the republican party. It paid dear fin- it That mistake cost my country 
a good deal of blood and many tears." Later on, he thinks that he has the quafificataons 
for ambassador to Constantinoi^e. 

I Buxot, "Mtodres" (Ed. Dauban), pp. 31, 39. "Bom with a proud and independent 
spirit which never bowed at any one's command, how could I accept the idea of a man being 
held sacred 7 With my heart and head possessed by the great beings of the ancient repub- 
lics, who are the greatest honor to the human species, I practiced their maxims from my 
eaiiiest years, and nourished myself on a study of thdr virtues. . . The pretended neoes. 
sity of a monarchy . . . could not amalgamate, in my mind, with the grand and noble 
conceptions fonned by me, of the dignity of the human species. Hope decdved me, it is 
true, but my error was too glorious to allow me to repent of it." — Self-admiration is likewise 
the mental substratum of Madame Roland, Roland, Potion, Barbaroux, Louvet, etc, (see 
their writings). Mallet-Dupan wcU says : " On reading the memoirs of Madame Roland, 
one detects the actress, rehearsing for the stage.*' — Roland b an administrative puppet and 
would-be orator, whose wife pulls the strings. There is an odd, dull streak in him, peculiaily 
his own. For example, in 1787 (Guillon de Montl^on, " Histoire de la Ville de Lyon, pend- 
ant la Revolution," I. 58), he proposes to utilise the dead, by converting them into oil and 
phosphoric add. In 1788, he proposes to the Villefranche Academy to inquire "whether it 
would not be to the public advantage to institute tribunals for trj'ing the dead ? " in imita. 
tion of the Egyptians. In his report of Jan. 5, 1792, he gives a plan for establi^og public 
iicstivals, " in imitation of the Spartans/' and takes for a motto, Non omnis monnr. (HaM>a 
da Gtraidot, "Roland et Madame Roland," 183, 185.) 
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V. 

Thus, for the second time, the pretended zealots for liberty 
attain power by boldly employing force. — ^They begin by sup- 
pressing the meetings of the Feuillants dub. The customary riot 
is instigated against these, whereupon ensue tumult, violent out- 
cries and scuffles ; mayor Potion complains of his position " be- 
tween opinion and law," and lets things take their course ; final- 
ly, the Feuillants are obliged to evacuate their place of meeting. 
—Inside the Assembly they are abandoned to the insolence of 
the galleries. In vain do they get exasperated and protest. 
Ducastel, referring to the decree of the Constituent Assembly, 
which forbids any manifestation of approbation or disapproba- 
tion, is greeted with murmurs. He insists on the decree being 
read at the opening of each session, and *' the murmurs begin 
again." ^ " Is it not scandalous," says Vaublanc, " that the na- 
tion's representatives speaking fi-om the tribune are subject to 
hootings like those bestowed upon an actor on the stage ! " 
whereupon the galleries give him three rounds more. " Will 
posterity believe," says Quatremfere, " that acts concerning the 
honor, the lives, and the fortunes of citizens should be subject, 
like games in the arena, to the applause and hisses of the specta- 
tors ! " " Come to the point ! " shout the galleries. " If ever," 
resumes Quatremfere, " the most important of judicial acts (an 
act of capital indictment) can be exposed to this scandalous pros- 
titution of applause and menaces. . . ." "The murmurs 
break out afresh."— Every time that a sanguinary or incendiary 
measure is to be carried, the most furious and prolonged clamor 
stops the utterance of its opponents : " Down with the speaker ! 
Send the reporter of that bill to the Abbaye 1 Down ! Do ^^ li ! " 
Sometimes only about twenty of the deputies will applaud or 
hoot with the galleries, and then it is the entire Assembly which 
is insulted. Fists are thrust in the president's face. All that 
now remains is " to call down the gaUeries on the floor to pass 

^MoKiUur^ XI. 6i (session of Jan. 7, 1793). — IHd.^ 904 (Jan. 25); aSx (Feb. x); 310 (Feb. 
4); 3x8 (Feb. 6) : 343 (Feb. 9) ; 487 (Feb. 36).— XII. 33 (April a). Reports of all the sessions 
must be read to appreciate the force of the pressure. See, especially, the sessions of April 9 
and x6. May 15 and 29, June 8, 9, xs, 24, and 35, July x, a, 5, 9, xi, 17, x8, and sx, and, 
after this date, all tlie sessions. — Laaetelle, " Dix Ans d'Epreuves," p. 78-81. " The Legis- 
ative Assembly served under the Jacobin Qub while keeping up a counterfeit air of ii>d» 
pendence. The progress which fear had made in the French character was very greal^ at • 
iOfiae irAeo ffvaythifl^ was pitched in the haughtiest key. . . The minority, as far as inla^ 
douggo, wat/brtbe oonferradves; die actual ms^cdty ynak to i^tegialGakamiJ* 
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decrees/' which proposition is ironically made by one of the 
"Right."* 

Great, however, as this usurpation may be, the minority, in 
order to suppress the majority, accommodate themselves to it, 
the Jacobins in the chamber making common cause with the 
Jacobins in the galleries. The disturbers should not be put out; 
"it would be excluding from our deliberations," says Grange- 
neuve, " that which belongs essentially to the people." On one 
of the deputies demanding measures to enforce silence, "Tom6 
demands that the proposition be referred to the Portugal inquisi- 
tion." Choudieu " declares that it can only emanate from depu- 
ties who forget that respect which is due to the people, their 
sovereign judge." * "The action of the galleries," says Lecointe- 
Fuyraiveaux, "is an outburst of patriotism." Finally, this same 
Choudieu, twisting and turning all rights about with incomparable 
audacity, wishes to confer legislative privileges on the audience, 
and demands a decree against the deputies who, guilty of popu- 
lar lh€'tnaj€sti^ presume to complain of those who insult them. 
— ^Another piece of oppressive machinery, still more energetic, 
operates outside on the approaches to the Assembly. Like theii 
predecessors of the Constituent Assembly, the members of the 
"Right" "cannot leave the building widiout encountering the 
threats and imprecations of enraged crowds. Cries of *to the 
lantern ! ' greet the ears of Dumolard, Vaublanc, Raucourd, and 
Lacretelle as often as those of the Abb6 Maury and Mont 
losier."' After having apostrophised the president, Mathieu 
Dumas, they insult his wife who has been recognised in a re- 
served gallery.* In the Tuileries, crowds are always standing 
there listening to the brawlers who denounce suspected deputies 
by name, and woe to any among them who takes that path on 
his way to the chamber! A broadside of insults greets him 
as he passes along. If the deputy happens to be a farmer, 
they exclaim : " Look at that queer old aristocrat — an old peasant 
dog that used to watch cows ! " One day Hua, on going up 

■ MomUeur, XIII. ax 3, aesaon of July 2a. 

^Mffttiteur, XII. 23, session of April s.^MordmeiwTermuue, IL gs.—^UtuUttr, XIIL 
na, session of July 22. 

* Laaetelle, " Dix Ans d'Epreuves/* 80. 

* Mathieu Dumas, " M6inoires/' II. 88 (Feb. 23).^Hua, "Mteoires d'un Avooit ao Par. 
liament de Paris/' zo6, 121, 134, 154. Moniteur, XIII. 2x3 (session of July ax), speedi by 

M. . "The avenues to this buildmg are daily beset with a horde of people whoi|i8U|t 

tlie representatives of the nation." 
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the steps of the Tuileries terrace, is siezed by the hair by an oM 
vixen who bids him "Bow your head to your sovereigns, the 

people, you of a deputy ! " On the 20th of June one 

of the patriots, who is crossing the Assembly room, whispers in 
his ear, " You scamp of a deputy, you'll never die but by my 
hand ! " Another time, having defended the juge-de-paix Lari- 
vifere, there awaits him at the door, in the middle of the night 
"a set of blackguards, who crowd around him and thrust their 
fists and cudgels in his face ; " happily, his friends Dumas and 
Daverhoult, two military officers, foreseeing the danger, present 
their pistols and set him free "although with some difficulty."— 
As the loth of August draws near there is more open aggression. 
Vaublanc, for having defended Lafayette, just misses being cut to 
pieces three times on leaving the Assembly ; sixty of the depu- 
ties are treated in the same fashion, being struck, covered with 
mud, and threatened ^vith death if they dare go back.^ — ^With 
such allies a minority is very strong. Thanks to its two agencies 
of constraint it will detach the votes it needs from the majority 
and, either through terror or craft, secure the passage of all the 
decrees it needs. 

VI. 

Sometimes it succeeds surreptitiously by rushing them through. 
As " there is no order of the day circulated beforehand, and, in 
any event, none which anybody is obliged to adhere to," * the 
Assembly is cai>tured by surprise. "The first knave amongst 
the * Left,* (which expression, says Hua, I do not strike out, 
because there were many among those gentiemen), brought up 
a ready-made resolution, prepared the evening before by a 
clique. We were not prepared for it and demanded that it 
should be referred to a committee. Instead of doing this, how- 
ever, the resolution was declared urgent, and, whether we would 
or not, discussion had to take place forthwith." ^ — " There were 



> De Vaublanc, " M^moires/' 344.— i»/w«/«r, XIII. 368 (IctterB and speeches of deputies, 
session of Aug. 9). 

*Uua, 115. — Ibid,^ 90. 3 out of 4 deputies of Seine-et-Oise were Jacobins. *'We met 
once a week to talk over the aflhirs of the departmenL We were obliged to drive out th# 
vi^abonds who, even at the table, talked of nothing but killing. " 

^Moniteury XII. 702. For example, on the 19th of June, 1790, on a motkm uaexpectedlT 
proposed by Condoicet, that the departments be authorised to bum all tidflt (Id aobffitjl 
B dm nujoai depotSb— Adopted at once, aod wnanifp«wwiy. 
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Other tactics equally perfidious, which Thuriot, especially, made 
use of. This great rogue got up and proposed, not the draft of 
a law, but what he called a principle ; for instance, a decree 
should be passed confiscating the property of the imigris^ . • 
or that unsworn priests should be subject to special oversight 
. . . In reply, he was told that in his principle was found the 
essence of the law, the whole law ; let debate go on and the 
question be referred to a committee to make a report on it.— Not 
at all — the matter is urgent ; the committee may fix the artiaes as 
it pleases; they are worthless if the principle is not common sense." 
Through this expeditious method discussion is stifled. The Jac- 
obins purposely prevent the Assembly from giving the matter any 
consideration. They count on its bewilderment. In the name 
of reason, they discard reason as far as they can, and hasten a 
vote because their decrees do not support examination. — ^At 
other times, and especially on grand occasions, they compel a 
vote. In general, votes are taken sitting or standing, and, for 
the four hundred deputies of the " Centre," subject to the scold- 
ing of the exasperated galleries, it is a tolerably hard trial '* Part 
of them do not arise, or they rise with the 'Left';"* if the 
"Right" happens to have a majority, "this is contested in bad 
faith and a call of the house is demanded." Now, "the calls 
of the house, through an intolerable abuse, are always ^publish- 
ed, the Jacobins declaring that it is well for the people to know 
their fiiends fi*om their enemies." The meaning of this is 
that the list of the opposition will soon answer as a list of the 
proscribed, on which the timid are not disposed to inscribe them- 
selves ; the result is an immediate defection in the heavy battal- 
ion of the "Centre"; "this is a positive fact," says Hua, "of 
which we were all witnesses ; we always lost a hundred votes on 
the call of the house." — Towards the end they give up, and 
protest no more, except by staying away ; on the 14th of Jxme, 
on the whole system of feudal credit being abolished without 
indemnity, "no part of the house was occupied except the 
extreme left; the rest of it was empty"; out of 497 deputies 
present, 200 left the room.* Encouraged for a moment by the 
appearance of some possible protection, they twice exonerate 

> Hua, 1x4. 

s M^mttntr, XIL 664.— ^mwrv de Fra$tct, June 03, t^ga. 
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General La&j^tte, behind whom they see an annj,' and toive 
the despots of the Assembly, the clubs, and the streets. But, 
for lack of a military chief and vantage ground, the vi^le 
majority is twice obliged to yield, to keep silent, and fly or retreat 
under the dictation of the victorious faction, which has strained 
and forced the legislative machine until it has become die|(Mnted 
and broken down. 

■ Him, ifl.— Malhini Dumu, II. 39^ " II U muHcMUe diU I'iBd'LadAl^ <■■ of OU 
tnwicH fiicndi, wu cbxted prendcqin ibc t3ilDf Jutr, 1791. Tint dim thtliwiBk- 
jcnqr of the AMoablr ra nil Koiid; bin it wia oolr Ixvocb ■bow byaj 

chnrroDDdi 
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Policj of tlie Assembly.— L State of France at the end of i79i.~Pdw«w 
lessness of the Law. — IL The Assembly hostfle to the oppressed and 
fiiToring oppressors.*-Decrees against the nobles and dergy.^Amnesty 
fi>r deserters, convictSy and bandits.— Anarchical and leyelling maxims.— 
IIL War. — Disposition of foreign powers. — ^The King's dislikes. — Provo- 
cations of the Girondists.— Date and caoses of the rupture. — IV. Secret 
motires of the leaders.— Their control compromised by peace.— Discontent 
of the rich and cultivated class. — Formation and increase of the party of 
order.— The King and this party reconciled. — ^V. Effect of the war on the 
commonalty.— Its alarm and its rage. — ^The second revolutionary outburst 
and its characteristics. — ^Alliance of the Girondists with the populace. — ^The 
red cap and pikes.- Universal substitution of government by force for gov- 
erament by law. 



Ip the deputies who, on the ist of Octooefi 1791, so solemnly 
and enthusiastically swore to the Constitution, had been willing 
to open their eyes, they would have seen this Constitution con- 
stantly violated, both in its letter and spirit, over the entire 
territory. As usual, and through the vanity of authorship, M. 
Thouret, the last president of the Constituent Assembly, had, 
in his final report, hidden disagreeable truth underneath pomp- 
ous and delusive phrases; but it was only necessary to look 
over Ae monthly record to see whether, as guaranteed by him, 
''the decrees were faithfully executed in all parts of the empire.** 
— ^** Where is this faithful execution to be found?" inquires 
Mallet-Dupan.* " Is it at Toulon, in the midst of the dead and 
wounded, shot in the very face of the amazed municipality and 
Directory? Is it at Marseilles, where two private individuals 
are knocked down and massacred as aristocrats," under the pre- 
text " that they sold to children poisoned sugar-plums with which 

1 M*r(ur€ d4 Frmncit Sept n^ 1791.— C£ Repoit of M-Abyiier (p—hm^C^MtfutB^ 
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to begin a counter-revolutioii?" Is it at Aries, "against whidi 
4,000 men from Maneilles, despatched by the dub, are at this 
moment marching?" Isitat Bayeux," where the nnurFaucbet 
against whom a wanant for airest is out, besides being \mAtx 
the ban of political disability, has just been elected deputy to the 
Legislative Assembly 7 " Is it at Blois, " where the commaodant, 
doomed to death for having tried lo execute these decrees, is 
forced to send away a loyal regiment and submit to licentious 
troops?" Is it at Nismes, "where the Dauphiny regiment, on 
leaving the town by the Minister's orders, is ordered by the peo< 
pie" and the club "to disobey the Minister and remain?" Is it 
in those regiments whose ofRceis, with pistols at thrir breasts, are 
obliged to leave and give place to amateurs? Is it at Toulouse, 
" where, at the end of August, the administrative authorities 
order all unsworn priests to leave the town in three days, and 
withdraw to a distance of four leagues ? " Is it in the outskirts 
of Toulouse, " where, on the aSth of August, a municipal offica 
is hung at a street-lamp afler an afiray with guns ? " Is it at 
Paris, where, on the 25th of September, the Irish college, vainly 
protected by an international treaty, has just been assailed by the 
populace; where Catholics, listening to the orthodox mass, are 
driven out and dragged to the authorised mass in the vicinity; 
where one woman is torn from the confessional, and another 
flogged with all their might?' 

These troubles, it is said, are trandent ; on the Constitution 
being proclaimed, order will retain of itsel£ Very well, the 
Constitution is voted, accepted by the King, proclaimed, and 
entrusted to the Legislative Assembly. Let the Legi^tive 
Assembly consider what is done in the first few weeks. In the 
eight departments that surround Paris, there are riots on every 
market-day; farms are invaded and the cultivators of the soil 
are ransomed by bands of vagabonds; the mayor of Melun is 
riddled with balls and dragged out irom the hands of the popu- 

'MtrtiirtdtFrama,0<X. 15, > 791 (ihe muy wiik England -u daied Sept »«, 1786! 

/iiU.LeturorM, WiUi,nipeiw(/lliclTulioolkg(!,ulluiiiuiudpili9orFuk. TVh 
irba BM the wlupi, owi* oul af ■ neighboring grog-diop. ITie coBuniiHiy of polks, who 
Cfrive* with the liationa] Guard, '*«ddrcnet ihe people, and pronuKi them BtiifftclkD," 
nqubiDg M- Wahh Id dismid ell who ate in thf chapet, without waiting fw ibo cud of lb* 
ma*. M, Walah rdcri (o the Uw and to treaiH. The commikaair rcpUea that lie koowa 
fioduDg abaut tjQitiea. while the c onun a n da ji t of the national gnvd aaya to ibcas irikQ «* 
kniogdiecbapd, "Is Ibonameof Juitiu, I otdsyou tDfolknriBa K ll»«hBKh«f Site 
SdtBnOf where t fira jou up to tha poople." 
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lace streaming with blood.^ At Bdfort, a riot for the purpose of 
retaining a convoy of coin, and the commissioner of the Upper- 
Rhine in danger of death ; at Bouxvillers, owners of property 
attacked by poor National Guards, and by the soldiers of Salm- 
Salm, houses broken into and cellars pillaged ; at Mirecourt, a 
mob of women beating drums, and, for three days, holding the 
Hotel-de-Ville in a state of siege. — One day Rochefort is in a 
state of insurrection, and the workmen of the harbor compel the 
municipality to unfurl the red flag.' On the following day, it is 
Lille, die people of which, "unwilling to exchange its money 
and assignats for paper-rags, called bilUts de confiance^ gather 
into mobs and threaten, while a whole garrison is necessary to 
prevent an explosion." On the i6th of October, it is Avignon 
in the power of bandits, with the abominable butchery of the 
Glad^e. On the 5th of November, at Caen, there are eighty- 
two gentlemen, townsmen and artisans, knocked down and 
dragged to prison, for having offered their services to the munici- 
pality as special constables. On the 14th of November, at 
Montpellier, the roughs triumph; eight men and women are 
killed in the streets or in ±eir houses, and all conservatives are 
disarmed or put to flight. By the end of October, it is a 
gigantic column of smoke and flame shooting upward suddenly 
from week to week and spreading everywhere, growing, on the 
other side of the Atlantic, into civil war in St. Domingo, where 
wild beasts are let loose against their keepers; 50,000 blacks 
take the field, and, at the outset, 1,000 whites are assassinated, 
15,000 negroes slain, 200 sugar-mills destroyed and damage 
done to the amount of 600,000,000 ; " a colony of itself alone 
worth ten provinces, is almost annihilated."^ At Paris, Con- 
dorcet is busy writing in his journal that "this news is not 
reliable, there being no object in it but to create a French empire 
beyond the seas for the King, where there will be masters and 

> "The French Revolution," VoL I. pp. 261, 263.— " Archives Nationales," F', 3, 185 aad 
3,186 (numerous documents on the rural distiui>ances in PSsxif^.—Mercure <U Franctt Nov. 
5 and 26, Dec 10, X79X. — Moniteur^ X. 426 (Nov. 22, 1791). 

^Monittur, X. 449, Nov. 23, 1791. (Official report of the crew of the EmhucoiU^ dated 
SepL 30). llie captain, M. d'Orl^ans, stationed at the Windward Islands, is obliged to 
retiun to Rochefort and is detained there on board his ship: " Considering the uncertainty of 
his mission, and the fear of being ordered to use the same hostilities against brethren for which 
be is already denounced in every club in the kingdom, the crew has forced the captain to 
leturn to France." 

^Mtrcurw di France, Dec. ^^^ addrq» of the colonists to the king. 
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slaves.'' A corporal of the Paris National Guard, on his own 
authority, orders the King to remain indoors, fearing that he may 
escape, and forbids a sentinel to let him go out after nine o'clock 
in the evening; ^ at the Tuileries, stump-speakers in the open air 
denounce aristocrats and priests; at the Palais-Royal, there is a 
pandemonium of public lust and incendiary speeches.' There 
are centres of riot in all quarters, ''as many robberies as there 
are quarter-hours, and no robbers punished ; no police ; over- 
crowded courts ; more delinquents than there are prisons to hold 
them ; nearly all the private mansions closed ; the annual con- 
sumption in the faubourg St Germain alone diminished by 
350,000,000; 20,000 thieves, with branded backs, idling away 
time in houses of bad repute, at the theatres, in the Palais-Royal, 
at the National Assembly, and in the coffee-houses; thousands 
of beggars infesting the streets, cross- ways, and public squares; 
everywhere an image of the deepest and least affecting poverty, 
because it is accompanied with insolence ; swarms of the tattered 
vendors of all sorts of paper-money, issued by anybody that 
chose to put it in circulation, cut up into bits, sold, given, and 
coming back in rags, fouler than the miserable creatures who 
deal in it"^ Out of 700,000 inhabitants there are 100,000 of 
the poor, of which 60,000 have flocked in from the departments; * 
among them are 30,000 needy mechanics belonging to the 
national workshops, discharged and sent home in the preceding 
month of June, but who, returning three months later, are again 
swallowed up in the great sink of vagabondage, hurling their 
floating mass against the crazy edifice of public authority and 
furnishing the forces of sedition. — ^At Paris, and in the provinces, 
disobedience exists throughout the hierarchy. Directories coun- 
termand ministerial orders. Here, municipalities brave the com- 
mancls of their Directory; there, communities order around their 



^M^mitiur, XIIL aoa Report of Sautemu, July ao^ on die zBak of Cotpond lebretoa 
(Not. II, 179X). 

* Sdbt Huruge is fint tenor, ynsihu makes her i4>pe«nuice in the Palais-Royal about tiit 
middle of 1791. They exhibit two pretended savages there, wfao^ befiore a paying audience^ 
revive the customs of Otaheite. (" Souvenin " of M. X— -%) 

^Mercuri de Fruncf, Nov. 5, 1791. — Buchex et Ro'jx, XII. 338. Report by Pftion, 
mayor, Dec. 9, 1791. ** Every tnanch of the police is in a state of complete neglect The 
streets are dirty, and full of rubbish ; robbery, and crift«es of eveiy kind, are increasing in • 
frightful degrea** "Conespondance deM.de Staei* (manuscript), Jan. as, *fy%. *'Aa 
tiie police is almost wortfaleia, fieedom from punishment, added to poverty^ brings on 4k 



•Af(mamr, XL ftj (iiwrioo of F^ 09, 179a). Spe«^bQi\nr 'iiM^^fV^^ uAIAsd&ui 
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mayor with a drawn sword. Elsewhere, soldiers and sailois put 
their officers under arrest. The accused insult the judge on the 
bench and force him to cancel his verdict; mobs tax or plunder 
wheat in the market ; National Guards prevent its distribution, 
or seize it in the storehouses. There is no security for property, 
Hves, or consciences. The majority of Frenchmen are deprived 
of their right to worship in their own faith, and of voting at the 
elections. There is no safety, day or night, for the ^lite of the 
nation, for ecclesiastics and the gentry, for army and navy 
officers, for rich merchants and large landed proprietors; no 
protection in the courts, no income from public funds ; denun- 
cia^ions abound, expulsions, banishments to the interior, attacks 
on private houses ; there is no right of free assemblage, even to 
enforce the law under the orders of legal authorities.* Opposed 
to this, and in contrast with it, is the privilege and immunity of 
a sect formed into a political corporation, ''which extends its 
filiations over the whole kingdom, and even abroad ; which has 
its own treasury, its committees, and its by-laws ; which rules 
the government, which judges justice,"* and which, from the 
capital to the hamlet, usurps or directs the administration. 
Liberty, equality, and the majesty of the law exist nowhere, 
except in words. Of the three thousand decrees given birth to 
by the Constituent Assembly, the most lauded, those the best 
set off by a philosophic baptism, form a mass of stiDbom abor- 
tions of which France is the burying-ground. That which 
really subsists underneath the false appearances of right, pro- 
claimed and sworn to over and over again, is, on the one hand, 
an oppression of the upper and cultivated classes, from which 
all the rights of man are withdrawn, and, on the other hand, the 
tyranny of the fanatical and brutal rabble which assumes to itself 
all the rights of sovereignty. 

II. 

Against this overthrow and this disgrace the honest men of 

ne Assembly protest in vain. Led by and forced to do what 

the Jacobins pleased, it revises the law only to overwhelm the 



> Lacretdle, " Dix ans d'EfireoTes." " I know no more dkmal and difoouiagbg aqwd 
than the intenral between die departure of the National Assembly, on the loth of Aognat 
coBsommated by that of September a " 

^Mtreurt d§ Fttmee^ Sept 3, 1791, article by MaDet-Dupon. 
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oppressed and to sanction their oppressors.— Ti'l^thout makmg any 
distinction between armed assemblages at Coblentz, which it had 
a light to punish, and fugitives, three times as numerous, old men, 
women and children, so many indifferent and inoffensive people, 
not merely nobles but plebians,^ who left the soil only to escape 
popular outrages, it confiscates the property of all emigrants and 
orders this to be sold.' Through the new restriction of the pass- 
port, those who remain are tied to their domiciles, their power of 
going and coming, even in the interior, being subject to the 
decision of each Jacobin munidpality.' It completes their ruin 
by depriving them without indemnity of all income iBrom their 
real estate, of all the seignorial rights which the Constituent 
Assembly had declared to be legitimate.^ It abolishes, as fax 
as it can, their history and their past, by burning in the public 
d^pdts their genealogical titles.' To all unsworn ecdesiastics, 
to two-thirds of the French clergy, it withholds bread, the small 
pension allowed them for food, which is the ransom of their con- 
fiscated possessions;^ it declares them '* suspected of revolt 
against the law and of bad intentions against the country;" it 
subjects them to special oversight ; it authorises their expulsion 
without trial by local rulers in case of disturbances ; it decrees 
that in such cases they shall be sentenced to transportation.'^ It 

> Momteur, XL 3x7 (session of Feb. 6, 1799). Speech by M. Cahier, a nuaista'. "Ifaay 
of the emigrants belong to die dass fonneriy caUed the Thixd-Estate. No reason fat chI- 
grating, on their par^ can be supposed bnt that of rdigioos anxieties.** 

* Deaee of Nov. 9p X79X. The firrt decree seems to be aimed Mtfy at die annedgathalagi 
on the frontier. We sec, however, by the debates, that it affects all emigrants. The decreet 
of Feb. 9 and March 30^ 1799, bear upon all, without exception. — '*Cocrespondanoe de Mir». 
bean et du Comte de la Marck,** III. 964 (letter by M. Pdknc, Nor. xa, Z79X). *«The 
decree (against the emigrants) was prepared in committee; it %ras expected diat tfas cml* 
grants would return, but there was fear of diem. It was feared diat the nobles» astsdated 
widi die unsworn priests in the rural distiicta»nd||^ add strengdi to • troublesome resislanoik 
7iW dterte^ at it wot Pantd^ nmud io Be the mMi tuUmUt fir k*§piM£ ike f migfmiU i 
hyamd ike /ivnikrt,** 

* Decree of Feb. x, f/^'-MmiUmr, XI. 4x0 (session of Fdi. X7). Speech by GonpiOeaB. 
''Snce the decree of the Nadonal AssemUy on pjaspM t s» endgrationt have radouUed." 
pM^>le eridendy escaped ttcm. Fhmce as from a prisott. 

< Decrees of Jime x8 and August 95. 

•Decree of June x^.-^omieur, XIII. 33X. '*In execution of ths law . . . diere wOI bo 
burnt, on Tuesday, August 7, on the Place Venddme, at a o'ciodc : is^ 600^ more or leas^ of 
files of papers, forming the last of genealogical oollecdoos, ddes and praofii of tkKkSStCfi od^ 
about stjo files, forming part of a work composed of 963 volumel^ on dio Order of dio Ho|> 
Oiost.'' 

•Decree of Nor. 99, X79X. (This decree is not In Duveigier's collection.) MmOltm, 
XXL 59» 947 (sessions of April 5 and 98, X799). 

^At die/maoUa Cbtb^ LegeadK propoae a a much mon 
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suppresses ''all secular congregations of men and women 
ecclesiastic or laic, even those wholly devoted to hospital service 
and the relief of the sick," even those which give primary 
instruction and whose abolition '' wiU take away from 600,000 
children the means of learning to read and write." ^ It lays 
bjunctions on their dress; it places episcopal palaces in the 
market for sale, also the buildings still occupied by monks and 
nuns.' It welcomes with rounds of applause a married priest 
who introduces his wife to the Assembly. — Not only is the As- 
sembly destructive but it is insulting; the authors of each decree 
passed by it add to its thunderbolt the rattiing hail of their own 
abuse and slander. " Children," sajrs a deputy, " have the poi- 
son of aristocracy and fanaticism injected into them by the con- 
gregations." ' " Purge the rural districts of the vermin which 11 
devouring them!" — "Everybody knows," says Isnard, "that 
the priest is as cowardly as he is vindictive. • • Let these 
pestUerous fellows be sent back to Roman and Italian lazaret- 
tos. . • What religion is that which, in its nature, is unsocial 
and rebellious in principle ? " — ^Whether unsworn, whether emi- 
grants actually or in feeling, " large proprietors, rich merchants, 
&lse conservatives," ^ all are outspoken conspirators or conceal- 
ed enemies. All public disasters are imputed to them. " The 
cause of the troubles," says Brissot,' " which lay waste the colonies, 
is the infernal vanity of the whites who have three times violat- 
ed an engagement which they have three times sworn to main- 
tain." Scarcity of work and short crops are accounted for 
through their cunning malevolence. " A large number of rich 
men," says Francois de Nantes,* " allow their property to run 
down and their fields to lie fallow, so as to enjoy seeing the 
suffering of the people." France is divided into two parties, on 

rid of die priests. " At Brest, he says, boats are found which are called Marie-Salo^tf so 
constructed that, on being loaded with dirt, they go out of the harbor themselves. Let na 
hare a similar arrangement for priests ; but, instead of sending them out of the harbor, let as 
send them out to sea, and, if necessary, let them go down." ("Journal de Amis de la Coo 
slitution," number 194, May 15, 1792.) 

> MonHtuTf XII. 560 (decree of June 3). 

• Decrees of July 19 and Aug. 4, completed by those of Aug. 16 and 19. 

*Mffmietir, XII. 59, 6z (session of April 3): X. 374 (session of Nov. 134; XL 930 (sesiioi 
of April 36). — ^The last sentence quoted was uuered by Frangois de Nantes. 

^MomUur^ XI. 43 (sesaon of Jan. 5, speech by Isnard). 

^MtmHeur, XI. 356 (session of Feb. xo). 

•Monitemr, XI. 330 (session of April a() 
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the one hand, the aristocracy to which is attributed every vice, 
and, on the other hand, the people on whom is conferred every 
virtue. "The defence of liberty," says Lamarque,^ "is basely 
abandoned every day by the rich and by the former nobility^ 
who put on the mask of patriotism only to cheat us. It is not in' 
this class, but only in that of citizens who are disdainfully called 
the people, that we find piure beings, those ardent souls really 
worthy of liberty." — One step more and everything will be per- 
mitted to the virtuous agamst the wicked ; if misfortune be&Ds 
the aristocrats so much the worse for them. Those officen 
who are stoned, M. de la Jaille and others, "wouldn't they do 
better not to deserve being sacrificed to popular fiuy ? *** Isnard 
exclaims in the tribune, " it is the long-oontmued inmiunity en- 
joyed by criminals which has rendered the people executionenk 
Yes, an angry people, like an angry God, is oidy too often the 
terrible supplement of silent laws." '—In other words crimes are 
justified and assassinations still provoked against those who have 
been assassinated for the past two yean. 

^ii^tdttur (session of Jane »). 

* Tlie words of Brissot {PatrioU Fratifait), number 887.~Letter addressed Jan. 5 to tba 
dab of Brest, by Messrs. Cavalier and Malasris, deputies to the National Assembly. "As 
to the matter of die sieur Lajaille, although we take an interest in him, that arrant aristocrat 
desenres what he got . . We shall have no rest until all diese ciaitors, diese pe^oren, 
whom we have spared so bng, shall be exterminated" (Meratrt tie Frmic*, Feb. 4).— This 
Jaalle a£5ur is one of the most instructive, and the best supported by documents {Mtrcurt de 
Prance, Dee. to and 17). — "Archives Nationales," F', 3,8x5, ofl&dal repon of the district 
administraton, and of die municipal officers of Brest, Nov. 97, Z79X.— -Letter by M. de 
Marigny, commissary in the navy, at Brest, Nov. 38. — ^Letteis by M. de la Jaille, etc. — M. 
de la Jaille, sent to Brest to take command of the DugajhTrotdm, airives there Nov. 27. 
Whileatdinner, twenty persons enter the room, and announce to him, " in die name of many 
others," that his presence in Brest is causing trouble, that he must leave, and that " he will 
not be allowed to take command of a vessel" He replies, that he will leave die town, as 
soon as he has finished his dinner. Ano^er deputation follows, more numerous dian the 
first one, and insists on his leaving at once; and diey act as his escort. He submits, is con- 
ducted to the dty gates, and there the eacort leaves him. A mob attacks him, and ** his 
body IB covered with contusions." He is rescued, with great difficulty, by six brave fellows, 
of whom one is a pork-dealer, sent to bleed him on the spot "This insurrection is due to an 
extra meeting of ' The Friends of the Constitution,' held the evening before in the theatre, to 
which the public were invited." KL de la Jaille, it must be stated, is not a proud aristocnt, 
but a sensible man, in the style of Florian's and Berquin's heroes. But just pounded to a 
ieOy, he writes to the presdent of the " Friends of the Constitution," that, "could he have 
flown into the bosom of the dub, he would have gladly done so, to convey to it his grateful 
fedings. He had accepted his command only at the soUdtation of the Americans in Paris, 
and of the six commissioners recently arrived from St Domingo." — Mercure de Framce, 
April 14, article by Mallet-Dupan. " I have asked in vain for the vengeance of the law 
against the assassins of M. de la Jaille. The names of the authors of this assault in full day- 
li^t, to which thousands can bear witness, are known to everybody in Brest ProoeedingB 
have been ordered and begun, but the execution of the orders is suspended. More poceni 
duuf tim Imw, the maiiffmnairet, protecton of nuiirint, fci^hMx or panl|«alta mfcatonAti.'' 
'MKnpm^df^ftmc0p Nor. xa (Kmkm oCOct si> VI9^ 
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By a forced conclusion, if the victims are criminals^ their ex- 
ecutioners are honest, and the Assembly, which rigorously pio- 
ceeds against the former, reserves all its indulgence for the latter. 
It reinstates the numberless deserters who abandoned their flags 
previous to the ist of January, 1789 ; * it allows them three sous 
per league mileage, and brings them back to their homes or to 
their regiments to become, along with their brethren whose 
desertion is more recent, either leaders or recruits for the mobs. 
It releases from the galleys the forty Swiss guards of Chateau 
roux whom their own cantons desired to have kept tiiere; it 
permits these << martyrs to Liberty " to promenade the streets of 
Paris in a triumphal car;' it admits them to the bar of the 
house, and, taking a formal vote on it, extends to them the 
honors of the session.' Finally, as if it were their special busi« 
nen to let loose on the public the most ferocious and foulest of 
the rabble, it amnesties Joiurdan, Mainvielle, Duprat, and Raphel, 
fugitive convicts, jail-birds, the condottieri of all lands assuming 
the tide of "the brave brigands of Avignon," and who, for 
eighteen months, have pillaged and plundered the Comtat; it 
stops the trial, almost over, of the Glaci&re butchers ; it tolerates 
the return of these as victors,^ and their installation by their own 
act in the places of the fugitive magistrates, allowing Avignon 
to be treated as a conquered dty, and, henceforth, to become 
their prey and their booty. This is a willful restoration of the 
vermin to the social body, and, in this feverish body, nothing is 
overlooked that will increase the fever. The most anarchical and 
deleterious maxims emanate, like miasma, from the Assembly 
benches. The reduction of things to an absolute level is adopted 
as a principle; "equality of rights," says Lamarque,* "is to be 
maintained only by tending steadily to an equality of fortunes ; " 
this theory is practically applied on all sides since the proletariat is 
pillaging all who own property. — " Let the communal possessions 
be partitioned among the citizens of the surrounding villages," 
says Frangois de Nantes, "in an inverse ratio to their fortimes, 
and let him who has the least inheritance take the largest share 

> Decree of Feb. b, and odien like it, 00 tilt detaUa, ai, Ibr <"«*«"f*>, diat of Feb. 7. 

* April 9, at the Jacobin Qub, Veifgniatid, tbe president, welcomes and compliments th« 
cooTicts of Chateau-yieuz. 

* Moitimer-Ternaux, book L vol. I. (especially the session of April 15). 

^Monittur^ XIL 335. — ^Decree of March so (the triumphal entry of Jouxdan and his ass» 
dales belongs to the next month). 
•Mpmtintr, XII. 730 (session of Jttn« aa). 
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in the divisions." ' Concrire the effect of Uib motk» raul «t 
evening to peasants who are at this vo^ moment claiming theif 
seignior's forest for their commune. M. Comeille prohibits any 
tax to be levied for the puUic treasuiy on the wages of nuntu^ . 
labor, because nature, and not society^ gives us the "right to 
Kve."* On the other hand, he confers on the public treasmy 
(he right of taldng the whole of an income, because it is sodety, 
and not nature, which institutes public funds; hence, according 
to him, the poor majority must be relieved of all taxation, and 
alt taxes must fall on the rich minority. The system is well- 
timed and the argument apt for convincing ind^ent or strait- 
ened tax-payers, namely, the refractory majority, that its taxes an 
just, and that it should not refuse to be taxed. — " Under the 
reign of liberty," says President Daveihoult,' " the people bars 
the right to insist not merely on subsistence, but again on plmty 
and happiness." Accordingly, being in a state of poverty they 
have been betrayed. — " Elevated to the height achieved by the 
French people," says another president, "it looks down upon Uie 
tempests under its feet"* The tempest is at hand and bursts 
over its head. War, like a black cloud, rises above the horizon, 
overspreads the sky, thunders and wraps France filled with ex- 
plosive materials in a circle of lightning, and it is the AssemUy 
which, through the greatest of its mistakes, draws down the bolt 
(m the nation's head. 

III. 
It might have been turned aside with a litde prudence. Two 
prindpal grievances were alleged, one by France and the other 
- by the Empire. — On the one hand, and very justly, France com- 
plained of the gathering of imigris, which the Emperor and 
Electors tolerated against it on the frontier. In the first place, 
however, a few diousands of gendemen, without troops or stores, 
and nearly without money,* need not excite much fear, and. 



vna, Dec ? j (kqioii tt Tfvc 33), p. 9S. 
'Mtmtfttr, X. 17a (tesdon af Ocl n, 1791)- lulbnnaliDfi tap^tA hf tha deputlHof 
IbaUppc ud Lower RUne depanmmti.— M. Koch H]n: "Ao umyDT /mlgrfi u 
okud, ddIew it b> ■ pcny gathering, vhich toak place at Ettanheliii, * ' ' 
Sum^cag. . n^ Dnip} aounped in tcnti, bni 
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besides this, long before the decisive hour came these troops were 
dispersed, at once by the Emperor in his own dominions, and, 
fifteen days afterwards, by the Elector of Trfeves in his electorate.* 
—On the other hand, according to treaties, the German princes, 
who owned estates in Alsace, made claims for the feudal rights 
abolished on their French possessions and the Diet forbade them 
to accept the offered indemnity. But, as far as the Diet is con- 
cerned, nothing was easier nor more customary than to let 
negotiations drag along, there being no risk or inconvenience 
attendmg the suit as, during the delay, the claimants remained 
empty-handed. — If, now, behind the ostensible motives, the real 
intentions are sought for, it is certain that, up to January, 17921 
the intentions of Austria were pacific The grants made to the 
Comte d'Artois, in the Declaration of Pilnitz, were merely a 
court-sprinkling of holy-water, the semblance of an illusory 
promise and subject to a European concert of action, that is to 
say, annulled beforehand by an indefinite postponement, while 
this pretended league of sovereigns is at once '^ placed by the 
politicians in the dass of august comedies." ' Far firom taking 

of about fire or six hundred poorly-clad, half-paid men, deserten of all nadons, sleeping ii 
tents, kfs lack of other shelter, and armed with dubs, for lade of fire^ums, and desotiiig 
every day, because money is getting scarce. The second trmy, at Worms, under the oom- 
mand of a Condf, is composed of three hundred gentlemen, and as many Tslets and grooflMb 
I have to add, that the letters which reach me from Strasbourg, containing extracts of adrfeet 
from Frankfort, Munich, Ratisbon, and Vienna, announce the most pacific intentioos on dM 
part of the di£fcrent courts, since receiying the notification of the king's enhmissinn " Th» 
number of armed emigrants increases, but always remains Teiy small {^M^tdUmr^ X. 676^ 
letter of M. Delatouche, an eye-witness, Dea to). " 1 suppose that the number of e mlgiau l i 
scattered around on die tenitories of the gnuuMuke of Baden, die Ushop of Spfacs, the de^ 
torates, etc., amounts to scarcely 4,000 men." 

> MimiUur, X. 418 (session of Nov. 15, 1791). Report by the minister Ddessait In 
August, die emperor issued orders against enlistments, and to send out of the co uutr y all 
FVendimen under suspidon ; also, in October, to send away the French who formed loo 
numerotis a body at Adi and at Toumay.— Dudies ct Roux, XII. 395, demands of the Ung^ 
Dec. Z4.— /Mi£, XIII. 15, x6, 19, 5a, complete satisfiicdon given by the Elector of Ttive% 
Jan. I, X79a, communicated to the Assembly Jan. 6; publication of the dectoi's ocden in 
die electorate, Jan. 3. The French envoy reports that they are fully executed, wMdi aewi^ 
with the documents, are communicated to the Assembly, on the 8th, x6, and Z9th of Jan- 
nary.— "Conespondanoe de Mirabean et M. de la Marck," IIL 387. Letter of M. de MefC]^ 
Argenteau, Jan. 9, X79S. " The emperor has promised aid to the doctor, wm^ lUIr M^^mt 
gt^laiwn diat he should begin by yidding to the demands of the French, as othenrlse no 
assistance would be given to him in case of attack." 

* Mallet-Dupan, " M^mdres," I. 954 (Fdmiaiy, T799).— "Conrespondance de Mfaabean el 
dn Comte de hi Marck," IIL «3a (note of M. de Bacourt). On the very day and at die umk 
ntfnt of signing the treaty at Pilnitx, at deven o'dock in the evening, the Emperor Leopold 
wrote to his prime minister, BfL de Kaimitz, to this eflfect : " The agreement he had Jut 
dgned does not really bind him to anydiing. The dedarations it contains, extorted bj te 
Coont d'Axtois, have no vahie wha t e ver . " He ends by assuring Um dial"-wkbsn 
nof his govcRunant is in my wsy bownd ivf Uus VdsxxvdmsiSl 
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up arms against new France in the name of old Franc«, the 
empcTOr Leopold and his prime minister Kaunitz, were glad to 
see the constitution completed and accepted by the King; it 
" got them out of trouble," ^ and Prussia Ukewise. In all state 
management political interest is the great mainspring and both 
powers needed all their forces in another direction, in P< land, 
one for retarding, and the other for accelerating its divisions, 
and both, when the partition took place, to get enough for them- 
selves and prevent Russia from getting too much. — ^The sover- 
eigns of Prussia and Austria, accordingly, did not yet entertain 
any idea of delivering Louis XVI, nor of conducting the imiffit 
back, nor of conquering French provinces, and if anything was 
to be expected from thera on account of personal ill-will, there 
was no fear of their armed intervention. — On the side of France 
it is not (he King who urges a rupture ; he knows too well what 
mortal danger there is to him and his in the chances of war. 
Secretly as well as publicly, in writing to the imigrh, his wishes 
are to bring thera back or to restrain them. In his private cor- 
respondence he asks of the European powers not physical but 
moral aid, the external support of a congress which will perrnlt 
moderate men, the partisans of order, all owners of property, to 
raise their heads and rally around the throne and the laws 
against anarchy. In his ministerial correspondence every pre- 
caution is taken not to apply the match or let it be applied to 
gunpowder. At the critical moment of the discussion* he en- 
treats the deputies, through M. Delessart, his Minister of Foreign 
AfTurs, to weigh their words and especially not to send forth & 
challenge on a "fixed term of delay," He recasts to the very 
last as &T as his passive will lets him. On being compelled to 
dedaie war he feqnires befbrdiand die advice of aO his ministeis, 
over thdr ngnatures, and, only at the last extremity, utters the 
&tal words " with tears in his eyes," dragged on by the Assem- 
bly which has just cited M. Delessart before the supreme court 
at Orleans, under a capital charge, and which qualifies all caution 
as treachery. 

I Wonlt of «. in KbudIu, Stpl 4, >79' (" Raiuti]," by Vivenol, I. .41). 
* Jfniteiarv XL 141 (wuioD of Jan. 17).— Speech by M. Dclavin.— Done -' --"-—'— 
(fiisit him Mutli 10,— Declualion of war, April ».— On Ihe ml InKntiQiu of the Kiog, 
CI AtMJooet "MimiiiiM," II. i»-»09: lifsjrttM, " Mtmsin," I. 441 (notejji HmtiM j 
OtM^Inaii, "* " ' v iiM,"yi. Ui GaurerneucMaaii, II. 141, ktwsfOet. n, in* 
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It is the Assembly then which launches the disabled ship on 
the roaring abysses of an unknown sea, without a rudder and 
leaking at every seam ; it alone slips the cable which held it in 
port and which the foreign powers neither dared nor desired to 
sever. Here, again, the Girondists are the leaders and hold the 
axe ; since the last of October they have grasped it and struck re- 
peated blows.^ — PiS an exception, the extreme Jacobins, Couthon, 
Collot d'Herbois, Danton, Robespierre, do not side with them. 
Robespierre, who at first proposed to confine the Emperor" with- 
m the circle of Popilius," * fears the placing of too great power in 
the King's hands, and, growing mistrustfiil, preaches distrust- 
But the great mass of the party, led by clamorous public opinion, 
impels on the timid marching in front. Of the many things of 
which knowledge is necessary to conduct successfully such a 
complex and delicate affair, they know nothing ; they are ignorant 
about cabinets, courts, populations, treaties, precedents, timely 
forms and requisite style. Their guide and counsellor in foreign 
relations is Brissot whose pre-eminence is based on their ignorance 
and who, exalted into a statesman, becomes for a few months the 
most conspicuous figure in Europe.^ To whatever extent a Eu- 
ropean calamity may be attributed to any one man, this one is to 
be attributed to him. It is this wretch, bom in a pastry-cook's 
shop, brought up in an attorney's office, formerly a police agent 
at 150 firancs per month, once in league with scandal-mongers 
and black-maUers,^ a penny-a-liner, busybody, and intermeddler, 
who, with the half-information of a nomad, scraps of newspaper 
ideas and reading-room lore,' added to his scribblings as a writer 
and his club declamation, directs the destinies of France and 
starts a war in Europe which is to destroy six millions of lives. 

^MemHettTf X. 178 (session of Oct 90^ 1791). Speech by Briiiot— Lafityette^ I. 441. 
"It is the Girondists who, at this time, wmnt war ct si haseidt.**— Malonet, IL 909. " As 
Brissot has since boasted, it w&s the repuUicaa party which wuted war, and which pro- 
voked it by insulting all the powers." 

* Baches et Roux, XI L 403 (session of the Jacofaia Qnb^ Nor. a8^ X79X). 

■Gustare III., King of Sweden, assassinated by Aakeistranib nya: **! should like to 
know what Brissot wiU say." 

« On Brissot's antecedents, Cf. Edmond Bir6, *' La L^gende dee Giroodina.*' Personally, 
Brissot was honest, and remained poor. But he had passed through a good deal of filth, 
and bore the marks of it He had lent himself to the difiusion of an obscene book, " Le 
Diable dans un b^tier," and, in 1783, having received 13,355 francs to found a Lycetmi in 
London, not only did not found it, but was unable to return the money. 

*Mofuteurt XI. 147. Speech by Brissot, Jan. 17. Examples from whom he borrows 
aathority, Charles XII., Louis XIV., Admiral Blake, Frederic 11., etc. 
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From the garret in which his wife washes his shirts, be enjoys the 
snubbing of potentates and, on the 20th of October, in the trib* 
une,^ he begins by insulting thirty foreign sovereigns. This keen, 
intense enjoyment on which the new fanaticism daily feeds itsd^ 
Madame Roland herself delights in, with evident complacenqr, 
in the two famous letters in which, with a supercilious tone, she 
first instructs the King and next the Pope.' Brissot, at bottom, 
regards himself as a Louis XIV, and expressly invites the Jaco- 
bins to imitate the haughty ways of the Great Monarch.' — ^I'o 
the mismanagement of the interloper, and the sensitiveness of the 
upstart, must be added the rigidity of the sectary. The Jacobins, 
in the name of abstract right, deny historic right ; they impose firom 
above, and by force, that truth of which they are the apostles, and 
allow themselves every provocation which they prohibit to others. 
*' Europe must know," exclaims Isnard,^ '' that ten millions of 
Frenchmen, armed with the sword, with the pen, with reason, with 
eloquence, might, if provoked, change the face of the world and 
make tyrants tremble on their thrones of clay." " Wherever a 
throne exists," says H^rault de S^chelles, " there is an enemy."* 
'' Honest capitulation between tyranny and liberty," says Brissot, 
'^is impossible." Your Constitution is an eternal anathema 
against absolute monarchs. . . It places them on trial, it pro- 
nounces judgment on them ; it seems to say to each — ^to-morrow 
thou shalt pass away or shalt be king only through the people. 
War is now a national benefit, and not to have war is the only ca- 



> MomiUur, X. 174. ** TUt Veneliaii gorenunen^ wUdi b nothing but a fiurce. . . . 
Tbow petty Gennan princes, whose insolence in the last century despotism crushed out 
. . . Geneva, that atom of a republic . . That Ushop of lifcge, whose yolce bows down a 
people that ought to be free. . . I disdain to speak of other princes. . . That KiLg of 
Sweden, who has only twenty-five millions income, and who spends two-tliirds of it in poor 
pay fiar an army of geoenJs and a small number of discontented soldiers. . . As to that 
princess (Catherine IL), whose dislike of the French consdtution is well known, and who is 
about as good looking as Elisabeth, she cannot expect greater success than Elizabeth in the 
Dutch revohitkxi.'' (Briisot, in this last passage tries to appear at once witty and %rdl 

read.) 

* Letter of Roland to the Mng, June 10, 1793, and letter of the execudve cotmcfl to the 
pope, Nov. 95, 179a. Letter of Madame Roland to Brissot, Jan. 7, 1791. " Briefly, adiru. 
Qai»*% wife need not gratify herself by complunendng Brutus.*' 

> Bochcz et Roux, XIL 410 (meeting of the Jacobin Qub, Dec zo, 1791). "A Louis XIV. 
declares war against Spain, because his ambassador had been insulted by the Sjonish ambav 
lador. And we, who are free, we give a moment's hesitadon to it I " 

^Mofdteur, X, 503 (session of Nov. 99). The Assembly orders thb speed to be pricted 
aad <fistributed in the departments. 
•Mmiimr, X. 76a (session of Dec a8). 
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lamity to be dreaded" * — "Tell the king," says Gensonn6, ** that 
war is necessary, that public opinion demands it, that the safety 
of the empire makes it a law." * — ^*« The state we are in," con- 
cludes Vergniaud, " is a veritable state of destruction that may 
lead us to disgrace and death. To arms ! to arms 1 Citizens, 
freemen, defend your liberty, confirm the hopes of that of the hu- 
man race. . Lose not the advantage of your position. Attack 
now that there is every sign of complete success. . The manes 
of past generations seem to me crowding into this temple to con- 
jure you, in the name of the evils which slavery has compelled them 
to endure, to preserve future generations from similar evils, the 
generations whose destinies are in your hands ! Let this prayer 
be granted ! Be for the future a new Providence I Ally yourselves 
with eternal justice I" ' — ^I'here is no longer any room for serious 
discussion with those Marseilles orators. Brissot, in response to 
the claim made by the Emperor in behalf of the princes' property 
in Alsatia, replies that " the sovereignty of the people is not 
bound by the treaties of tyrants."* As to the gatherings of the 
Amgrhy the Emperor having yielded on this point, he will yield 
on the others.'^ Let him formally renounce all combinations 
agamst France. " I want war on the loth of February," says 
Brissot, " if we do not receive advices of this renunciation." No 
explanations are to be listened to ; we want satisfaction ; " to re- 
quire satisfaction is to put the Emperor at our mercy." • The 

^M0t9iUur, XI. X47, 149 (tesiioo of Jan. 27); X. 759 (sesiion of Dec. 98).— Abeady, oo 
die xfflh. of Decexnber» he had declared at the Jacobin Qab: "A peofde that has cooqoerad 
its freedom, after ten centuries of slavery, needs war. War is essential to it for its coosoH- 
dation." (Buches et Roux, XII. 4x0). — On the x 7th of January, in the txibuiM, he again 
repeats : " I have only one fear, and that is, that we nmy not have war." 

^MemttHTt XI. XX9 (session of Jan. X3}. Speech by Gensonn6, in the name of the £plo> 
matic committee, of which he is the reporter. 

* Moniteur^ XI. X58 (sesnon of Jan. x8). The Assembly orders the printing of this 
speech. 

^Mprnteur^ X. 760 (session of Dec. aS). 

^MoHiUuTt XL X49 (session of Jan. xy). Speech by Brissot. 

^MomteuTt XI. X78 (session of Jan. 90). Fauchet proposes the following decree: "Ah 
partial treaties actually existent are declared void. The National Assembly substitutes in 
their place alliances with the English, the Anglo-American, the Helvetic, Polish, and Dutch 
nations, as long as they remain free . . When other nations want our alliance, they 
have only to conquer their freedom to have it. Meanwhile, this will not prevent us from 
having relations with them, as with gaod-natu-^ savaget. . . Let us occupy the tovms 
in the neighborhood which bring our adversaries too near us. . . Mayence, Coblentx, and 
Worms are suffident." — Ibid.t p. 9x5 (session of Jan. 35). One of the members, supporting 
himself with the authority of G61on, King of Syracuse, proposes an additional article : " We 
declare that we wiQ not lay down our arms until we shall have established the freedom of all 
peoi^es." These stupidides show the mental condition of the ]acoV»s\. '^a:e^>) . 
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Anembly, bo eager to itut die qnand, tmiipa dw Kio^ tigbt 
to take the fiurat step xaA fonnally declsiei war, fixing tho 
date.* — ^The die is now caat "They want war," says the Em- 
peror, " and th^ shall have it." Austria immediatdy frama an 
alHance with Prussia, threateoed, like hetsd^ with revolutionary 
propaganda.* By sounding the tocsin the Jacobins, masters of die 
Assembly, have succeeded in bringing about that " monstrous 
alliance," and, from day to day, this tocsin sounds die louder. 
One year more, thanks to this poKcy, and Fiance will have all 
Europe for an enemy and for an only friend, the Regency of 
Algiei^, whose internal system of government is about the same 
as her own. 

IV. 
Behind their earmagwles* we can detect a design which tbey 
will avow later on. — "We were always opposed by the Consdtu- 
tion," Brissot is to say, " and nothing but war could put the Ccm- 
nitution down." Diplomatic wrongs, consequently, of which 
they make parade, are simply pretexts; if they urge war it is 
for the purpose of overthrowing the legal order of things whidi 
annoys them ; their real object is the conquest of power, a sec- 
ond internal revolution, the application of their system and a 
final sute of equality. — Concealed behind them is the most 
politic and absolute of theorists, a man " whose great art is the 
attainment of his ends without showing himself, the preparation 
of others for far-sighted views of which they have no auspidui, 

> Tha dscna la paBsd Ju. ij. Tlw aOiuKa betnn Pniida (nd AiBtria tiLii phc* 
Feb. J (D« Du mt o iu fc "Hutolrt diplamAliquB da I'Bnnipa pcDdaal la JUmhuiaii Fnfr- 
(riae,- I. 4J7). 

■ Alben Soral, ■■ La MiMiondii Cooua da S«nr t BBtn " (piiblidud la tba TVnf^, Oct 
ij, 1878). Da^iuch gf U. da Stgai to H. Dalaaaai^ 7A. at, 179a. CooBt Stinkmburt 
rapaatad to ma that tbajr had do daain wltatam to naddla widi our co ' ' 
ha urith HAgular apu n ad oiif wv Aui< pi^xi, agalnit gi 
C O uauj which ahouldfiear it tonit; norerthekn. boirv 
bt, it ia better 10 cat k off ihax riik coa'a life. Haw 1 
irbob tbouaanda of writEn vroy day ■ ■ . dutotIi oS 
IhM the ChriitiaD rdieon hu ilwaT' (iippaREit deapodun, and that ws ahaH bs fraa onlf 
by da atr o y iBj i^ and that all pnocea muat ba ejtn min a ifti I 

'A popular ]if of thoae nvoJutioury limca, dascad in 

•Badiea«Roiu.XXV.aa3(aaiai«orAinl|,in]>. Spaad br Briawtt^/JM, XZ. 

■a;. "AtBuilei lUpublicalntda Fniiec, parBriamt," Oct, ai, i^M. " In dadKbc wm; 

1 had ia view tha abohuii ^ toytlxy." Ha nfera, in thia oHuiflctkak, ta Ua apMdi of Dml 
JU tffi, wbtre b* »n " I faai only oaa thmg, and that ii, that w« w»f ba h m«| idi W« 
-wtfoaicAoT-, ArWODjfdMaiaf poinoidllwallBtlwbiwRgCftaas^arf haMjr a^ 

manaa enmj to gt tUm ttiL' 
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and that of speaking but little in public and acting in secret" > 
This man is Siiyes, " the leader of everything without seeming 
to lead anything." Equally as infatuated as - Rousseau with his 
own speculations, but as unscrupulous and as clear-sifted as 
Machiavelli in the selection of practical means, he was, is, and 
will be, in dedsive moments, the consulting counsel of radical de- 
mocracy. " His pride tolerates no superiority. He causes no- 
bility to be abolished because he is not a noble ; because he does 
not possess all he will destroy all. His fundamental doctrine for 
the consolidation ot the Revolution is, that it is indispensable to 
change religion and to change the dynasty." — Now, had peace 
been maintained all this was impossible; moreover the ascend- 
ency of the party was compromised. Entire classes that had ad- 
hered to the party when it launched insurrection against the priv- 
ileged, broke loose from it now that insurrection was directed 
i^inst them ; among thoughtfiil men and among those with prop- 
erty, most were disgusted with anarchy, and likewise disgiisted 
with the abettors of it Many administrators, magistrates and 
functionaries recently elected, loudly complained of tbeir authority 
being subject to that of the populace. Many cultivators, manu- 
bcturers and merchants have become silently exasperated ai. the 
fruits of their labor and economy being .surrendered at discretion 
to robbers and the indigent It was hard for the flour-dealers of 
Etampes not to dare send away their wheat, to be obliged to 
nipply their customers at night, to tremble in their own houses, 
and know that if they went out-doois they risked their lives.* It 
was hard for wholesale grocers in Pans to see their warehouses 
invaded, their windows smashed, their bags of coffee and boxes 
of sugar valued at a low price, parcelled out and carried away 
by old hags or taken gratis by scamps who ran off and sold them 
at the other end of the street.* It was hard in all places for the 
families of the old bourgeMsie, for the fonnaly prominent men ia 
each town and village, for the eminent in each art, profession at 
trade, for reputable and well-to-do people, in short, for the maF 

>lbllgt-Diipu, "lUnudtai,'' L >6d (Aprfl, 1791), ud I. 439 (Jnlr, i]9>]. 

■ " The Frmch Renlndcm." L ifii ind faUawlni pasBL 

■Bncha a Roni. XIIL 99-99 (Jannuj, 1791); n; (Fdnur).— Cm^ " LMtns bt- 
Msttt" 3> (Oiiec/dKiedAT*.ouEofcariaiity. he walked aloDgu far MtluRua do Lonw 
banLL) " WkAos of ndi ot^e Iqlvsticc, and indignant u not being able is idia anjul 
iIh thiwea diai warn mpqiiig along the atreet^ loaded with nigar and co&e to Bdl imikh^ 
InddeolrUt ahfoWidill] onriU nirbodT." Cltw Wns ^ wa. WiA. "Em 4l*ab 
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loritj' ofmea wfao hada good loof over then bead* and a good 
coat on their backs, to undergo the illegal dominadcm of a crowd 
led by a few hundreds or dozens of stump-speakeis and fire- 
bnmds. — ^Already, in the beginniDg of 1793, this dissatiafiKtion 
was so great as to be denounced in the trS)une and in the [xesB. 
Isnard' railed against " that multitude of lai^ propertjr-hidden, 
those opulent merchants, those haughty, wealthy penonaga 
who, advantageously placed in the sodal amphitheatre, are unwill- 
ing to have their seats changed." " The bourgemsie" wrote Pi- 
don,* " that numerous class free of any anxiety, is separating itsdf 
from the people; it considets itself above them, . . . they aie the 
sole object of its distiust It is eveiywhere haunted by the oot 
idea that the revolution is a war between those who have and those 
who have not."— It abstains, indeed, from the elections, it keeps 
away from patriotic dubs, it demands the restoration of order and 
the reign of law ; it rallies to itself " the muldtude of conservative, 
timid people, for whom tranquilUty is the prime necessity,'' and 
especially, which is still more serious, it charges the disturbances 
upon their veritable authors. With suppressed indignation and 
a mass of undisputed evidence, Andi^ Ch^ier, a man of feding, 
starts up in the midst of the silent crowd and openly tears off the 
ma-^V from the Jacobins.* He brings into fidl light die daily 
sophism by which a mob, "some hundreds of idleis gathered 
>u a garden or at a theatre, are impudendy called the people." 
He portrays " those three or four thousand usurpers of national 
sovereignty whom their oratots and writers duly intoiicate with 

■ iVM'frM-, XL 4S ud 46 (KWB (/ Jul 5). Tie vboh <tf iHriT* wdi Aodd b« 

Mil. 

■Budiaet Raiii,X[n. 177- Leoer by PMso, Feb la. 

■BucbaiMltai»,XIII. ■!& LRUrof AbM Chtnier, In da S'lwfwrf atr Amb; Fib. 
i&-SAaddl,"T*bkau<lak lUTChidai F»ucii1b."L i& X9IT «( tfa* DinGMir d 
A( DeputBeat of die SciBa to 
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grosser incense than any adulation offered to the worst of despots ;** 
those assemblies where "an infinitely small niunber of French- 
men appears large, because they are united and yell ; " that Parii 
club from which honest, industrious, intelligent people had with- 
drawn one by one to give place to intriguers in debt, to persons of , 
tarnished reputations, to the hypocrites of patriodsm, to the lovers 
of uproar, to abortive talents, to corrupted intellects, to outcasts 
of every kind and degree who, unable to manage their own busi- j 
ness, indemnify themselves by managing that of the public. He ' 
shows around the central workshop twelve hundred branches of 
insurrection, twelve hundred affiliated clubs which, " holding each 
other's hands, form a sort of electric chain around all France," 
«nd giving it a shock at every touch from head-quarters; their 
confederation installed and enthroned not merely as a State 
within the State but as a State that is sovereign in a vassal State ; 
administrative bodies summoned to their bar, judicial verdicts 
set aside through their intervention, private individuals searched, 
assessed and condemned through their verdicts; a steady, 
systematic defense of insubordination and revolt; "commerce 
and industry styled criminal under the name of monopoly ; " pro- 
perty unsettled and every rich man rendered suspicious, " talent 
and integrity silenced;" in short, a pubhc conspiracy against so- 
ciety in the very name of society, " while the sacred symbol 
vS liberty is made use of to seal " the exemption from punishment 
of a few tyrants. 

An outspoken protest of this kind embodied what moet 
Frenchmen muttered to themselves, and firom month to month, 
graver excesses exdted greater censure. " Anarchy exists * to a 
degree scarcely to be paralleled, and such is the horror and 
apprehension which hcentious associations have universally 'm-\ 
QMred, there is some reason to believe that the great mass of the I 
French population would consider even despotism a blessing, if t 
accompanied with securi^ to persons and property, such as is 
experienced under the worst governments in Europe." — ^Another 
observer, not less competent,* says : " It is plain to my eyes that 
when Louis XVI. finally succumbed, he had more partisans in 
France than the year previous, at the time of his flight to Va- 
lennes." — The truth of this, indeed, was frequently verified at the 
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end of 1791 and beginning of 179a, by various isTettigalioDt.' 
"Eighteen thousand officers of everjr gnde, elected by the con- 
•dtudooalists, seventy-one department administntdoDs out of 
eigbty-tvo, most of the tribuDals,' all tiadets and manulkcturers, 
every chief and a large portion of the National Guard of Paris," 
in short, the ^lite of the nation, and among citizens generally, 
the great majority who lived from day to day were for him, 
and for the "Right" of the Assembly against the "Lefl" If 
internal trouble had not been complicated by external difficulties, 
Acre would have been a change in opinion, and this the King 
expected. In acceptmg the Constitution, he thought that its 
d^ects would be revealed in practical operation and that they 
would lead to a reform. In the mean time he scrupulously 
observed the Constitution, and, through interest as well as con- 
science, kept his oath to the letter. "The most faithful execution 
of die Constitution," said he to one of his minbters, " is the surest 
way to make the nation see the changes that ought to be 
made m it" ' — In other words, he counted on experience, and it 
is very probable that if there had been nothing to interfere with 
eiq>erience, his calculations would have turned out correcL The 
nation would have finally determined between the defenders of 
order and the instigators of disorder ; it would have decided for 
the magistrates against the clubs, for the police against rioters, 
for the King against the populace. In one or two years more it 
would have learned that a restoration of the executive power 
was indispensable for securing the execution of the laws ; that the 
diief of police, with his hands tied, could not do his duty ; that 
it was undoubtedly wise to give him bis orders, but that if he 
was to be of any use against knaves and fools, his hands should 
Gist be set free. 
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V. 
Just the contrary with war; the aspect of things changes, and 
the alternative is the other way. It is no longer a choice be- 
tween order and disorder, but between the new and the old 
regime, for, behind foreign opponents on the frontier, there 
stand the imigrds. The commotion is terrible, especially amongst 
the lower classes which mainly bore the whole weight of the old 
edifice; among the millions who live by the sweat of their brow, 
artisans, small farmers, metayers, day-laborers and soldiers, also 
the smugglers of salt and other articles, poachers, vagabonds, 
beggars and half-beggars, who, taxed, plundered, and harshly 
treated for centuries, have to endure, from father to son, poverty, 
oppression and disdam. They know through their own experi- 
ence the difference between their late and their present condition. 
They have only to fall back on personal knowledge to revive in 
their imaginations the enormous royal, ecclesiastical, and seignorial 
taxes, the direct tax of eighty-one per cent., the bailiff in charge, 
the seizures and the husbandry service, the inquests of excisemen 
and game-keepers, the ravages of wild birds and of pigeons, the 
extortions of the collector and his clerk, the delay and partiality 
in obtaimng justice, the rashness and brutality of the police, the 
kicks and cu& of the constabulary, the swarms of wretches like 
heaps of dirt and filth, the promiscuousness, the over-crow^g, 
the filth and the starvation of places of confinement* They 
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have «mpl)r to open dieir eyes to see didr inwnfuiw ddlTCnnce; 
all direct or indirect taxes for die past two years legally abol- 
'.shed or practically suppressed, beer at two sous a pot, wine at 
ux sous a pint, [Mgeons in their meat-safes, game on their turn- 
spits, the wood of the national forests in their garrets, the 
gendarmerie timid, the police absent, in many places the cnqw 
all theirs, the owner not daring to claim his share, die judge 
avoiding condenming them, die constable refiiang to serve 
papers on them, privileges restored in their favor, the public au- 
thorities cringing to mobs and jrieldiog to their exactions, remain- 
ing quiet or unanned in the face of their misdeeds, their outrages 
excused or tolerated, their superior good sense and deep feding 
lauded in thousands of harangues, the jacket and the blettse con- 
sidered as symbols of patriotism, and supremacy in the State 
claimed for the sam-cuMUs in the name of their merits and their 
virtues. — And now the overthrow of all this is announced to 
them, a league against them of foreign kings, the emigrants in 
arms, an invadon imminent, the Croats and Psndours in th« 
&4d, hordes of mercenaries and barbarians crowding down on 
them agam to put them in chains. — From the workshop to th« 
cottage there rolls along a formidable outbuist of anger, accom- 
panied with national songs, denouncing the plots of tyrants and 
summoning the people to arms.* This is the second wave of die 
Revolution, ever increasing and roaring, less grand than the 
former one, since it bean along with it but litde more than die 
lower class, but higher and much more destructive. 

Not only, indeed, is the mass now launched forth of the 
most brutal sort, but a fresh sentiment animates it, the force of 
which is mcalculable, that of plebeian pride, that of the subject 
and poor man, who, suddenly erect ailer ages of debasement, 
relishes, far beyond bis hopes and unstintedly, the delights of 
equality, independoice, and dominion. "Fifteen miOions of 
white negroes," says Mallet-Dupan,* worse fed, more miseraUe 
than those of St. Domingo, reb^ous like them and emanci- 
pated from all authority through rebellion, accustomed like them, 
through thirty months of license, to ruling over all that if 
left of their former masters, proud like them of the restoration 
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of their caste and exulting in thdr homy bands,— one may 
imagine their transports of rage on hearing the tnunpet-blast 
which awakens them, showing them on the horizon the return- 
ing planten, bringing with them new whips and heavier manacles? 
— Nothing is more distrustful than such a sentiment in such 
breasts — quickly alarmed, ready to strike, ready for any act of 
violence, blindly credulous, headlong and easily impelled, not 
merely against real enemies on the outside, but at fiist against 
imaginaiy enemies on the inside,* flie King, the ministers, the 
gentty, priests, parliamentarians, orthodox catholics, all adminis- 
trators and magistrates who were imprudent enough to appeal 
10 tihe law, an manufacturers, merchants, and owners of 
property who condemn disorder, the wealthy whose egotism 
keeps them.at home, those who are well-off, well-bred and wdl- 
dressed, all that are under suspicion because they have lost by the 
new regime, or because they have not adopted its ways.— Such 
is the colossal brute which the Girondists introduce into the 
political arena.* For six months they shake red flags before its 
eyes, goad it on, work it up into a rage and drive it forward by 
decrees and proclamations against their adversaries and against 
its keepets, against the nobles and the clergy, against inside aristo- 
crats in complicity with those of Coblentz, agdnst "the Austrian 
committee" the accomplice of Austria, against the King, whose 
caution diey transform into treachery, against the whole govern- 
ment to which they impute the anarchy they exdte, and the war 
of which they are the instigators. 

Thus over-exdted and topsy-turvy, nothing is now wanting 
to the plebeian class but arms and a rallying-poinL Tht Gi- 
loodists furnish both. Through a striking coincidence, one 
which shows that the plan was concerted,' they set three political 

■ Philippe ia 9tfpa, " tUadta," L {u FMiai*, > nUscg Btintcd ■but Hraii kafoa 
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il^ Tbett rrtidTiT bad aciial lam, tad, without nnj cHba finn of EiUl, w 
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engines agoing at one ttzoke. Just at the moment when, 
through their usual rodomontade, they rendered war inevitable^ 
thqr put on the livery of the people and arm the poor. At the 
end xA January, 1792, almost in die same week, their ultimatum 
to Austria was announced by fixing the date of delay, by adopt* 
ing the red woollen cap and beginning tiie manu£fictnre of 
pikes. — It is evident that pikes are of no use in the open field 
against cannon and a regular army \ accordingly they are intend 
ed fin: use in the interior and in towns. Let ^e national* 
guard who can pay for his uniform, and the active citizen whose 
three firancs of direct tax gives him a privilege, own their guns; 
the long-shoreman, the market-porter, the lodger, the passive citi* 
zen, whose poverty excludes them from voting must have dieir 
pikes, and, in these insurrectionary times, a ballot is not worth a 
good pike wielded by brawny arms.— The magistrate in his robes 
may now issue any summons he pleases, but it will be rammed 
down his throat, and, lest he should be in doubt of this he is made 
to know it beforehand. '' The Revolution began with pikes and 
pikes will finish it" ^ '' Ah," say the firequenters of the Tuileries 
gardens, '' if the good patriots of the Champ de Mars only had 
pikes like these the blue-coats (Lafayette's guards) would not 
have had such a good chance ! " — ^** They are to be borne every- 
where, wherever there are enemies of the people, to the Chftteau, 
if any can be foimd there! " They will override the veto and 
secure the passage of the proper decrees in the National Assem- 
bly. The faubourg St Antome tenders those it has for this pur- 
pose, and, to mark the use made of them, it complains because 
<< efiforts are made to substitute the anstocrcuy of wealth for die 
power of birth." It demands '^ severe measures against the ras- 
cally hypocrites who, with the Constitution in dieir hands, slaugh- 
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ter tbe people." It declares that " kings, ministeis and a dvO list 
will pass away, but that tbe rights of man, national sovereigntr 
and pikes will not pass away," and, by order of the president, 
the National Assembly thanks the petitioners " foi the advice 
their Mai prompts them to give." 

Between the leaders of the Assembly and the populace armed 
with pikes, the party is arraigned against the rich, agiunst Con- 
stitutionalists, agdnst the government, and henceforth, the Jaco- 
bin extremists march side by side with the Girondists, both recon- 
ciled for the attack except in so far as to difTer from each other 
after the victory. " The object of the Girondists • is not a repub- 
lic in name, but an actual republic through a reduction of the 
civil list to five millions, through the curtailment of most of the 
royal prerogatives, through a change of dynasty of which the 
new head would be a sort of honorary president of the republic to 
which they would assign as executive council appointed by the 
Assembly, that is to say, by themselves." As to the Jacobin 
extremists we find no principle with them but " that of a rigorous, 
absolute application of the Rights of Man. With the aid of 
Buch a charter they aim at changing the laws and public officers 
every six months, at extending their levelling process to every 
constituted authority, to all legal pre-eminence and to property. 
The only regime they long for is the democracy of a contendotn . 
rabble. . . The vilest instruments, professional agjtatoia, 
Inigands, fimatics, every sort of wretch, the hardened and armed 
poverty-stricken, who, in wild disorder " march to the attack of 
property and to " universal piilagings " — in short, barbarians of 
town arid country "who form thdr ordinary anny and never 
leave it inactive one single day," — Under their universal, con- 
certed and growing usurpation the substance of power melts wholly 
away in the hands of the legal authorities ; litde by httle, these 
are reduced to vain counterfeits, while fivm one end of France 
to die other, long before the final collapse, the faction, in the prov- 
inces as well as at Paris, substitutes, under the cry of public 
danger, the government of might for the government of law. 

■ lIalk(J>qiwi, " lIliBiiin^'' n. 419 Uon c( Julr, t|9>).-^KB<m** r* Amo; Uutk 
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Ir we would see the first complete planting of the revolution- 
$iy tree, we most obseire it in die department of the BoodieK- 
dn-RbAne ; nowhere was it so precocious, nowhere were local 
ctrcumstances and native temperament so well ad^ted to 
hastening its growth. — ^"A tonid sky, climatic extremes, an arid 
■oil, rocks, . . , wasting rivers, torrents either dry or burst- 
ing their banks," blinding dust, naves irritated by steady northan 
blasts or by the intermittent gusts of the sirocco; a sensual race^ 
choleric and impetuous, with no intellectual or moral ballast, in 
which the mixture of Cdt and Latin has destroyed the humane 
■oavity of the Celt and the serious earnestness of the Roman; 
"complete, powerfiil, rugged, and restless men,"^ and yet gay, 
qKmtaneous, eloquent, dupes of their own bombast, suddenly 
carried away by a Sow of words and superfidal enthusiasm; 
titer principal city numbering 130,000 souls, in which commer- 
cial and maritime risks foster innovating and adventurous spirit; 
fai which the sight of suddenly-acquired fortunes depended 00 
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Bensual enjoyments constantly iindennines all stability of dune* 
tcr; in which politics, like speculation, is a lottery offeiiiig it» 
prizes to audacity; besides all this, a free port and a rendezvous 
for nomadic interlopers, vagabonds, persons without fixed call- 
ings,' the lawless, bullies, and blackguards, who, like uprooted, 
decaying seaweed, drift from coast to coast the entire circle of 
the Mediterranean sea; a veritable sbk filled with the dregs 
of twenty corrupt and semi-barbarous civilisations, where the 
fix)th of crime cast forth from the prisons of Genoa, Piedmont, 
Sicily, indeed, of all Italy, of Spain, of the Archipelago, and of 
Barbary, accumulates and ferments;* no wonder that, in such a 
tinre, the reign of the populace should be established there sooner 
than elsewhere.' — After many an explosion, this reign is inaugu- 
rated August 17, 1790, by the removal of M. Lieutaud, a sort 
of bourgeois, moderate Lafayette, who commands the National 
Guard. Around him rally a majority of the population, all men 
" honest or not, who have anything to lose." After he is driven 
oat, then proscribed, then imprisoned, they resign themselves, 
and Marseilles belongs to the low class, consisting of 40,000 
needy adventurers of which the club is the leader. 
TOi better to ensure their empire, the municipality, one month 
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after the emulsion of M. Lieutaud, declared every dtizen <* act- 
ive" who had any trade or profession ; < the consequence is that 
vagabonds attend the meetings of the sections in contempt of 
constitutional law. As an of&et to this, property-ownera and 
commercial men withdrew from them, which was wise on their 
part, for the usual demagogical machinety is set in motion with- 
out delay. "Each section-assembly is- composed of a dozen 
bctious spirits, members of the club, who drive out honest peo- 
ple by displaying cudgels and bayonets. The proceedings are 
arranged beforehand at the club, in concert with the municipality, 
and woe to him who refuses to adopt them at the meeting I They 
go so &r as to threaten citizens who wish to make any remarks 
with instant burial in the cellars under the churches.*" The 
argument proved irresistible : " the worthiest and most numerous 
class is so frightened and so timid " that not one of the oppressed 
dare attend these meetings, unless protected by public force. 
"More than 80,000 inhabitants do not sleep tranquilly," while 
political rights generally are vested in "five or six hundred indi* 
viduals," legally disqualified. Behind them marches the armed 
rabble, "the horde of brigands without a country,'" always 
ready for plundering, murder, and hanging. In front of them 
march the local authorities, who, elected through their influence, 
carry on the administration under their guidance. Patrons and 
clients, members of the club and its satellites, they form a league 
which plays the part of a sovereign State, scarcely recognising 
even in words, the authority of the central government* The 
decree by which the National Assembly gives full power to the 
Commissioners to re-establish order is denounced as pUMeide/ 
these conscientious and cautious moderators are qualified as 
"dictators"; they are denounced in circular letters to all the 
municipalities of the department, and to all Jacobin dubs 
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throughout the kingdom ; > the dub is somewhat disposed to go 
to Aix to cut off their heads and send them in a trunk to the 
president of the National Assembly, with a threat that the same 
penalty awaits himself and al! the deputies if they do not re- 
voke their recent decrees; a few days after this, four sections 
iJraw up an act before a notaiy, stating the measures they had 
taken towards sending an army of 6,000 men from Marseilles to 
Aix, to get rid of the three intruders. The commissioners dare 
not enter Marseilles, where "gibbets are ready for them, and a 
price set on their heads." It is as much as they can do to rescue 
firom the faction M. Lieutaud and his friends, who, accused of 
lise-natien, confined without a shadow of proof, treated like mad 
dogs, put in chains,* shut up in privies and holes, and obliged to 
drink their own urine for lack of water, impelled by despair 
to the brink of suicide, barely escape miuxler a dozen times in 
the court-room and in prison.' Against the decree of the Na- 
tional Assembly ordering their release, the municipality makes 
reclamations, contrives delays, resists, and finally stirs up its usual 
instruments. Just as the prisoners are about to be released a 
crowd of "armed persons without uniform or officer," constantly 
increased "by vagabonds and foreigners," gathers on the heights 
overlooking the Palais de Justice, and makes ready to &re on M. 

■"AnUna NMlIiina]a,"lcneroftliemunIdpii] ofGcen dC Mitieilla » the minlila', Jdm 
11, T791-— Tlu]/ demaod the recall of the dure co nimi Mioncn, one of tbdr arrmwati tH^Bf 
■■Ibtltnn: "la Chiio, every nuuidann ncnut whoo public opinion » exdted b^mimd 
fiiflafaiipUce; beb reguFdcd Mftnignco'aDtiiuEniaart whoiaincapabteDf guofaagdiakr** 
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officer, in the houia of the nvr Roiuset'* 

* Letter of H. Ueutaud 10 the conmiaianen, Majtiiaiu] iS, tTji. " It I hare not Uha 
totder the Maiwi'i daggs, I ove my preeervation to yonr Kiict ordsi and to the good 
behavior of the naumal guud and the legulai trooiM. . , Al lb* bearing of the am 
t»4laj, the iimeaihir od the pan of the cofflinune ventured le thnUm the couii with popu- 
lar opinieil and iti avengins fmy. . . The people, atirred up againu lu, and brought 
Iba^ibduted, 'Let ui acire lievuudand taWe him then by forDe, andif he vill not go np 
Iba Btepa, we will cut hii head ofTI ' The hail leading to tbe courtroom lod the luirwiyi 
were filled with bareTooted vagaboodi."— Leiier id Cibnji. commandg of the natiaiu] guard, 
and of the tnimldpal ofBceti to the comnuuionen. Hay ai. Tbat pkhet^uard of Gflymen 
on the great aquare, ii il not nther the cauxe of a riot than like meBua at ptevcndiig one! 

la it not inauliing diiieo aoldien, whoie functloB It la to aea ibat the lawa are malntdiia^ 
«lid BDt 10 do jail duty t" 
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lientand. Summoaed to prodaim martial law, the munidpali^ 
re&ses, declaring that " the general detesution of the accused ia 
too manifest"; it demands the return of the Swiss regiment to 
its barracks, and that the prisoners remain where they are; die 
only thing which it grants them is a secret permission to escape 
as if they were guilty; they, accordingly, steal away claodes- 
tindy and in disguise.' — The Swiss regiment, however, which 
prevents the magistrates &om violating the law, must pay for its 
insolence, and, as it is incorruptible, they conclude to drive it out 
of the town. For four months the municipality multipUes 
against it every kind of aimoyance,* and, on the i6th of Octo- 
ber, 1791, the Jacobins provoke a row in the theatie against its 
officers. The same night, outside the theatre, four of these are 
assailed by armed bands ; the post to which they retreat is nearly 
taken by assault; they are led to a prison for safety, and theie 
they still remain five days afterwards, "although their innocence 
is admitted." Meanwhile, to ensure "pubhc tranquiUity," the 
municipality has required the commander of the post to imme- 
diately replace the Swiss Guard with National Guards on all the 
military posts; the latter yields to force, while the usdess 
regiment, insulted and threatened, has nothing to do but to pack 
off.' This being done, the new municipality, still more Jacobin 
than the old one,* separates Marseilles from France, erects the 
dty into a marauding republican government, gets up expedi- 
tions, levies contributions, forms alliances, and undcxtakes «a 
armed conquest of the department 

II. 
The first diing is to lay its hand on the capital, Aix, irfiere the 
Swiss regiment is stationed in gairison and where the superior 
authorities are installed. This operation is the more necessary 
inasmuch as the Directory of the departmrait loudly commends 
the loyalty of the Swiss Guard and takes occasion to ranind the 
Marseilles municipality of the respect due to the law. Sudi t, 

> Letts of M. i'QSMa, lieumut-olDad gf Iba EnsR nfiinail, ii*j ■!.— Eitnctt b^ 
tki pven at the tetxtar/ u lbs aimifipality, H«j >a (B«riMi«uii b tfw dsk).— I«tHr • 

1 Itua if iIh comm^iioiicn, Jicw a^ 

■LcHa-nf H, LumiBc-DounlAD, sua] ooannuidEr M UnndDs, Oa. il,i;9i (bi^aiiB 
WAtdeputtmofibaSirlaictiBcni). "AD prapBtr-ewiKn Dcmbla u Ok dms^" 
'laaalBtfanaOTtMdopllHuAorKaKniba.ini. WlWfa^tfwfc«™»— T^ i ^bM 
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remonstrance is an insult, aod the municipality, in a haughty tone, 
calls upon the Directory to avow or disavow its letter; "if you 
did not write it, it is a foul report which it is our duty to examine 
into, and if you did, it is a declaration of war made by you against 
Maiseilles." ' The Directory, in polite terms and with great 
circumspection, affirms both its right and its utterance, and re- 
marks that "the pro-rata list of taxes of Marseilles for 1791 is 
not yet reported;" that the municipality is much more concerned 
with saving the State than with paying its contribution and, in 
short, it maintains its censure. — If it will not bend it must break, 
and on the 4th of February, 1793, the municipality sends Bar- 
baroux, its secretat;, to Paris, that he may palliate the outrages 
for which they are preparing. During the night of the 35-26, 
the drums beat the general alarm, and three or four thousand men 
gather and march to Aix with six pieces of cannon. As a pre- 
caution they pretend to have no leaders, no captains or lieu- 
tenants or even corporals; to quote them, all are equal, all volun- 
teers, each being summoned by the other ; in this fashion, as all 
are responsible, no one is!* They reach Aix at eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon, find a gate open through the connivance of those in 
league with them among the populace of the town and its sub- 
urbs, and summon the municipality to surrender the sentinels. 
In the mean time their emissaries have announced in the neighbor- 
ing villages that the town was menaced by the Swiss regiment; 
consequently four hundred men from Aubagne anive in haste, 
irhUe from hour to hour the National Guards from the surround- 
ing villages likewise rush in. The streets are fiill of armed men ; 
shouts arise and the tumult increases; the munidpal body, in 
. the imiveisal panic, loses its wits. This body is a&aid of a 
nocturnal fight "between troops of the line,- citizens. National 

tLmter (pinud) of iha KnclorT to Ihe HlaiMci of Wir, Jan. 4, ty^—i^Mta el Iba 
~ 9 10 the Dinctorr. Jan. 4. ud llie Dnttltwy't Kply.— Burimraix, 
n Hc dw put pinTcd br Bubireui it KmeBIet. Guidct fUjvi 
, Thii 011)7 poUtKot pttiod b mfnii»I Hh ■caoprdKmioB g( At 

*P'>3>i9S. OlGdbltepanof Ihemuoidpalitirof Atx (on theoTcsIitf F«h ■<l). Hardi 
1^— 'LcitcT ct M. Villudr, pniident of Ibe dijectory. duttd Adfnon^ Hut^ ta OJt barelr 
aopol urunuiuiaB tt Aix.)—ItiL, F', 3, 196, Report of ih* dinrld idmbiitniton d 
Arid, Feb. s8 (lODOtdiBg lo prirue Icttm Inni Aii ud MuMilla).— Bubamui. "Ki- 
noia " (coIlecIiaD of BavSie ud Buriint), 106. (Muratln of U. da WEiIenlle. major in 
die Enieit tcgiraeDL lUd., loS (Mfoioiial of M. de BariunSne, commuidinK gueral). 
Tboe tva docnmenta abow die UbenLisni, want of T^gor. end tbe uiiu) bdccnon of tK« 
(opeTioraDlbc>ridei,(ipediiU;lbeiaiit>iyaiitliontk*.--iM'<tiMnil« FTBMa,'**!*!*!,. i-iop 
Oetle* lna> All). 
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Guards and aimed stnmgers, no one being able to recogstse one 
another or know who is an enemy." It sends back a detachment 
of three hundred and fifty Swiss Guards, which the Directory had 
ordered to its support, and consigns the regiment to its quartets. 
—At this the Directory takes to Sight. Military sentin^ of all 
kinds are disarmed while the Marseilles throng, ttuning its ad- 
vantages to account, announces to the municipality at two o'clock 
in the morning that, " allow it or not " it is going to attack the 
the barracks immediately ; in fact, cannon are planted, a few shots 
are fired, a sentinel killed, and the hemmed-jn regiment is com- 
peLed to evacuate the town, the men without their guns and the 
officers without their swords. Thdr arms are stolen, the people 
seize the suspected, the lantern is hauled down and the noose is 
made ready. Cayol, the Sower-giri, is hung. The municipality, 
with great difficulty, saves one man who is already lifted by liie 
rope two feet from the ground, and obtains for three others " a 
temporary refuge " in prison. 

Henceforth there is no authority at tiie department head- 
quarters, or rather it has changed hands. Another Directory, 
more pliable, is installed in the place of the fugitive Directory. 
Of the thirty-six administrators who fonn the Coundl only twelve 
are present at the election. Of the nine elected only six consent 
to sit, while often only three are found at its sesdons, which 
three, to recruit their colleagues, are obliged to pay them.' 
Hence, notwithstanding their position is the best in the depan- 
ment, they are worse treated and more unfortunate than their 
servants outside. The delegates of the club, with the municipal 
officers of Marseilles seated alongside of them, oblige them either 
to keep silent, or to utter what they dictate to them.' " Our arms 
are tied," writes one of them, " we are wholly under the yoke " 

• "Aiduvc* Mmdoulo," F*, ],i}6. Dapudict tt ix v 
Harch 14 uul April t, 17^ "SiuzlhedepiinurteftficDineiaiT, on 
bif fi compotcdofvnlr lixiiiembQitDMwithiundbagourrTpciucdnm 
ctf&eCouDdl . . Only thnamonbengf ilwCoundlceBaeniUaavithB; I 
■ lidigrpKunluymeiDL' The new Dindarr, oonHqiKiillj, puaa ■ ntalntion U indd 
■Ujaemben uT die COuDcil. Thit, ladBCiI, bcaatruy toaro^ praduutioD of Ju. i; 
but " thii piwliiniuian wai incusd frnq ibe Kmg, on ■ccaunl a( hii firm fiilh. Yon mo 
be nwc that, to ■ free lutioD, the influence of n cidua an hii fercmment aiut »at ba bh 
Bstod hr hu fbrtunt; luch a prindple is (alie, and duljuctivq of equality of nj^itL 1( 
■mt that the KinEwiU conient to rerokc hii pmclamiuian." 

a Letlai of Bordlj, nce-preiidail of the Directory, to die UiniKa'. Apdl n^ 17, and | 
"TlMrali 



OUF. n. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. II9 

of Ihese intnidcis. "We have twice in succession seen more thm 
three hundred men, many of them with guns and pistols, enter 
the hall and threaten us with death if we refused them what they 
isked. We have seen infuriate motiomiairet, nearly all belonging 
to Avignon, mount the desks of the Directory, harangue tiieir 
comrades and excite them to rioting and crime." " You roust 
decide between life or death," they exclaimed to us, "you have 
only a quarter of an hour to choose." " National guards have 
(rffered their sabres through the windows, left open on account of 
die extreme heat, to those aioimd us and made signs to them to 
cut our throats." — ^Thus fashioned, reduced and drilled, the Di- 
rectory is simply an instrument in the hands of the Marseilles 
demagogues. Camoln, Bertb and Rcbecqui, the worst agitaton 
and usutpeis, rule there without control Rebecqui and Bertin, ap- 
pointed delegates in connection with matters in Aries, have them- 
selves empowered to call for defensive troops; they immediately 
demand them for attack, to which the Directory vainly remoo* 
strates; they declare to it that "not being under its inspecticMi, 
it has no authority over them ; being independent of it, they have 
no orders to receive from it nor to render to it any accoimt of 
their conducL" So much the worse for the Directory on attempt- 
ing to revoke their powers. Bettin informs its vice-prendent 
that, if it dares do this be will cut off bis head. They reply 
to the Minister's observations with the utmost insolence.* They 
e^ry in the boldness of the stroke and prepare another, their 
march on Aix being only the first halt in tiie long -meditated 
campaign which involves the possession of Aries. 

III. 
No city, indeed, is more odious to them. — ^For two years, led 
0> pmhed on by its mayor, M. d'Antondle, it has marched along 
widi diem or been dragged along in th^ wake. D'AntoneQe, 
an ultra-revolutionist, repeatedly visited and personally en> 
Gouraged the bandits of Avignon. To supply them with cannon 

■ked, lir, u the hlMt hnjimliiia firco joa ef Ebd dt7 erf 
11 Ihe ptttiodc buckler of the depBtment . . If tbA 
people cTPuh^ not mlt fcr onkn to deatror the BudDeimd Ih^IbIIh RctdIdUod, en 

pa ^il (irden,Blfa>t AtTaoDMcao^wfAlbodoirfcnMaf JuMbavfaM ttdr %K< 
^ nfttr •ad tba bIi^ eftki 000017 ii b p^l " 
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and ammtmidon he stripped the Tour St Louis of its artilleiy, at 
the risk of abandoning the moutiiB of the Rhone to the Bajbaiy 
corsairs.' In conceit with his allies of the Comtat, the Marseilles 
dnb, and his tools taken from the neiBbboring boroughs, he 
roles in Aries "by terror," while three hundred men recruited in 
the vicinity of the Mint, mechanics or sailois with strong aims 
and hard hands, serve him as satellites. On the 6th of June 
1791, they drive away, on their own authority, the unsworn 
priests, who had taken refuge in the town.* — ^At this, however, 
the " property-owners and honest folks," much more numerouj 
and for a long time highly indignant, laise their heads j twelve 
hundred of them, assembled in the church of Saint-Hon<»at^ 
"swore to maintain the constitution and pubhc tranquillity,"* 
and betook themselves to the club, where, in conformity with its 
by-laws, they force their way in en masu, as national guards and 
active citizens. At the same time, acting in concert with the 
municipality, th^ reorganise the National Guard and form fresh 
companies, the efiect of which is to put an end to the Mint 
band, thus depriving the faction of all its strength. Thence- 
forth, without violence or illegal acts, the majority of the club, 
as wellasoftheNational Guard, consists of constitutional mon- 
archists, the elections of November, 1791, giving to the partisans 
of order nearly all the administrative ofhces of the commune 
and of the district. M. Leys, a physician and a roan of energy, 
is elected mayor in the place of M. d' Antonelle ; he is known as 
able to suppress a riot, "holding martial law in one hand, and 
his sabre in the other." — This is more than can be endured. 
"To atone for the disgrace of having founded it," Marseilles has 
now to bring Aries under subjection.* In this land of ancient 

II, JniK Toindig, 1791 (m tibia Id Aria). " Tba prapstj^-omai mn ■ laas >>■» tab- 
[■Gl to cppnain. A few of du &c6oei miinCansi ■ mgo of icina ovr Iub« IMa, nrfai 

■ Dopiich aS th« cmnmiHioDCn, Jupc 19 : " One of ihe Mint gmg cubci aatt to b» 
pttbtidr diitzibut«d {uddrwd to tho imaircn) in thae wcrdt: *lf you do dm '^ikcdxt 
dk" (uiing ft pufllld A2neikBiuiii^~T]L}t T^ will have to deal with ihe Mini Cgbpuij.* * 

*F', 3pI^- NuTHtion (prinleii) rf wht gcc ur rtd at Ariet, June 9 md ics i79T.-.-I>eipatcli 
of M. Ripeit, royal lonuomomr, Aug. j, 1791,— F', 5,197. Deipuch of Ihe thm coob 
mittitaxr% June 11^ "Knee dieo, mmy of the farm Labonn have taken the lune oath. 
TUi duofdriieu h dialwhichinaReageiiydenna a return to olds."— Other decpalEha 
14 and 19, and Dec ■«, 1791. Cf "The Fteneh Vuant^m," I 
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ddes political hostility is tinctured with old munidpal animon- 
ties, similar to those of Thebes against Plateea, of Rome against 
Veil, of Florence against Pisa. The Guelphs of Marseilles 
brooded over the one idea of crushing the Ghibellins of Aries. 
— Already, in the electoral assembly of November, 1791, M. 
d'Antonelle, the president, had invited the communes of the de- 
pAitment to take up arms against this anti-jacobin city ; ' »x 
hundred Marseilles volunteers set out on the instant, install them- 
selves at Salon, seize the syndic-attomey of the inimical district, 
and refiise to give him up, this being an advance-guard of 4,000 
men promised by the forty or fifty dubs of the party.' To arrest 
their operations requires the ordeis of the three coramissioDers, 
resolutions passed by the Directory still intact, royal prodama- 
tions, a decree of the Constituent Assembly, the firmness of the 
still loyal troops and the firmer stand taken by the Arlesians who, 
putting down an insurrection of the Mintbaod, had repaired theii 
ramparts, cut away their bridges and mounted guard with theii 
guns loaded.' But it is only a postponement. Now that the 
commissioners have gone, and the king's authority a phantom, 
now that the last loyal regiment is disarmed, the temfied Direct- 
ory recast and obeying like a servant, with the Legislative As- 
sembly allowing everywhere the oppression of the Constitution- 
alists by the Jacobins, a fresh Jacobin expedition may be started 
against the Constitutionalists with impunity, and accordingly, 
on the 33d of March, 1793, the Marseilles army of 4,500 men 
sets out on its march with nineteoi pieces of cannon. 

In vain the commissioners of the neighboring department 
sent by the Minister, represent to them that Aries submits, that 
she has laid down her arms, and that the town is now garrisoned 

■F', ^i^t. Dcqntdic* <f Ibe /R>aimmcraa& of iho depanmcni to ihEMmiuer, Ai^ 
Sept. 14, IS. ■», ud >3, 1791. Tbe decunl uiembtir declared iBelf peinmnent, tbe CDiud. 
(udoaal imbacitici bcbg (cUond ud umcagnued,— Dopatch of the meinben of the mil. 
U17 boicm and compondoicc whli die Bdinuter, Aris, SepL 17, 1791- 

*Decp>tcbof thecommandaatef LheUajicilla detaehmeoL to die DinctoFy of the depart 
BkeDt, SqM- 33| 1791: "1 feel dul our pmceedinp are not exactly legaj, but I thought Et 
prudent la aoquiace m the general deiire of the battaljOD." 

■ Oehaal repoR of the municipal offieen of Aitei on the iniuTTectioii of the Mbt bao^ 
Sept. 1, 1791.— Despatch of Ripen, royal maunBaioBef, OcL 9 and 8.— Letter of M. d'Aa. 
laielle, to the Fiiendi of the Conslinilioii, Sept-ai. "I cannot beliere in the cousto-oidcn 
with which we aie threatened. Such a dedaion in the pment cHsla would be loo inhmnan 
and danfeTtmi. Our co-wcHien, who have hod the courage to deroie themiclvea to the new 
law, would bedeptnv4lof their bread and Ahelto. . . The king's prodaDjatJon haaafl 
X of hatiog bees ^aS&j jnpwed and eieti k^i ot ViiTmi\M» uiajaih 



■M Tffs xsvozurmir. bookik 

nith tnops of the line; — die Haneilles «nny reqmm ifae witii- 
dnwal of this garrison. — In vain the garrison departs. Rebecqui 
and his acolytes reply that ** nothing will divert them from their 
enterprise; they cannot defer to anybody^ decimon bnt thdr 
own in relation to any precaution tending to ensure the safety of 
the southern departments." — In teuo the Minister renews hii 
injunctions and counter-orders. The Directory replies widi a 
flagrant falsehood, stating that it is ignorant of the offiur and 
refuses to give the government any assistance. — In vain U. de 
Wittgenstein, commander-in-chief in the south, offers his services 
to the Directory to repel the invadeis. The Directory forbids 
him to take his troops into the territory of the department^— 
Meanwhile, on the a9th of March, the Marseilles army effects a 
breach with its cannon in the walls of defenceless Aries ; its forti- 
fications are demolished and a tax of 1400,000 francs is levied cm 
the owners of property. In contempt of the National Assembly's 
decree the Mint band, the longshoremen, the whole of the vilest 
class again take up their arms and tyrannise over the disarmed 
populatioiL Although " the King's commissioner and most of the 
judges have fled, jury examinations are instituted against ab- 
sentees," the juries consisting of the members of the Mint band.* 
The conquerors imprison, smite and slaughter as they please. 
Countless peaceable individuals are struck down and mauled, 
dragged to prison and many of them are mortally wounded ; one 
old soldier, eighty years of age, for three months on the retired 
list in his country home, dies after twenty days' confinement in a 
dungeon, bom a blow received in the stomach by a gun-stock; 
women are flogged; "all citizens that are at all interested in the 
execution of the laws," nearly four thousand &unilies, have emigrat- 
ed; their houses in town and in the country are pillaged, while 
in the surrounding boroughs, along the road leading from Aries 
to Maiseiltes, the villains forming the kernel of the Mar- 

■ He DuuDnirin (in Ern-vitaai), IL 00.^11.— "Arefaliw Nuknule^" F', vigS.— Ds. 
i^ucfa cf the two ddciMcd m niin li doiw to the UiolHtr, NUmci, Mai^ >s, 179*.— I^tm 
at M, WlHcoutdii 10 the DbrctDiT of tlu Boucha du-Rhine, April 4, rji^i.-.'Sjeftj ud 
act pAHcd by the Directory, April 5>^RqHit of BoiId ud Robocqiu to the ■dumkizvun 
of ^ depanment, April ^'^Mtmiltitrt XIL 379. Roport of iho Minuter of tha iBHrin M 
dw NuIdiuJ Aoembly, April <. 

■ IfMiyor.Xlt. 80,81 (•aunoflihTiC). PwiiioB of M. Ponn, dapinjt Son Aria— 
"Ai^vt* MnixBikt," F>, 3,196, PMiiiaa of ilu Ailoiui to tiw Hiaiucr, JoM ■■.— 
Da^ntclm of VL Lomtud, fROwoad njtj c Bm iwi wnn, Aik», July S —d la. "HdOM 
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seflles anny, rove about and gorge themselves as in a vantiuiab- 
ed country.' 

They eat and drink voraciously, break into clothes-presses, carry 
off linen and food, steal horses aod valuables, break furniture 
to pieces, tear up books, and bum papers,* All this is the just 
punishment of aristocrats. Moreover, it is no more than right 
that patriots should be indemnified for their toil, and a few blows 
too many are not out of place in securing the rule of the right 
party. — For example, on the false report of order being dis- 
turbed at Chftteau-Renard, Berlin and Rebecqui send off a 
detachment of men, while the municipal body in tiniform, fol- 
lowed by Ae National Guard, with music and flags, comes forth 
to meet and salute it Without uttering a word of warning, 
the Marseilles troop falls upon the cortege, strikes down the flags, 
disarms the National Guard, tears the epaulettes off the officers' 
shoulders, drags the mayor to the ground by his scarf, pursues 
the counsellors, sword in hand, puts the mayor and sjmdic- 
attomey in arrest, and, during the night, sacks four dwellings, the 
whole under the direction of three Jacobins of the place under 
indictment for recent crimes or misdemeanors. Henceforth at 
Chitcau-Renard they will look twice before subjecting patriots 
to indictment' — At V^laux "the country house of the late 
seignior is sacked, and everything is carried away, even to the 
tiles and window-glass." A troop of two hundred men " over- 
ran the village, levy contributions, and put all citizens who are 
well-off under bonds for considerable sums." Camoln, the Mar- 
seilleL' chief, one of the new department administrators, who is 
iii the neighborhood, lays his hand on everything that is fit to 



t~lliililni riiiiiiiiilii " F', }.!<)& LtmrafU. Boidtr. TlCB-picadBit oT the Directoty, 
% 1m MiiiiMiii. Ail, April 30, xrft- "llwcosna pumudb; ilici&im BenUmnd Rebcc- 
^ fa di« cwH* of in the diurdcn comndind fn Ihac unhappy dinricu. , , Thor lole 
(ticct fa u IcTT coDtrihntiaaa, u they did U Ails, to enrich thenudm ud rsKler the 

• "AKliini KuioBMla," depocidanof onof Ackcepai of Ac iwr Core, ■ propriEiorU 
HowiaiJB-Buii, April 4.--PeiItigB of Peyn, noODj M M mMw i n e, April 7.— Suiement by 
Hanoi, ■ laidenl of Mouri»-tei-Biiu, March ■y.-^Midoa of Andrieu, March 3a.— Letter 
tt lb* oHiidcipiKtT of H?TTT"*. April 4 : " Tbey vUdi for ■ &nnUe opptmunlir to dm- 
MH* pnpBty uul eipeciiUy counDy tUIu." 

* CUm of the DMionftl fuard preflcnted to the diitrict kdmiDiitxaton of Tarascon by tb« 
fT-*s™"t gmrj of Chiteau-Renard, April 6. — PetidoD of Juliat d'Eyguiireir district admb^ 
latiator of Tanaoa, April 1 (in nlaiion to a requititioa of 30,000 ftwia by Camion on thi 
anmuiie of Ey(uitEoa)- — Leito- of M. Borelly, Aptd 30, "Berlin and Rcbccquj baw 
■panly protected dke inbmoivCamoln, «iii]bavoiatliim&ae.*'—V#«bt'r-,Xtl. hF&« ^^ 
itw I'M. Fcwi, deputy fro> Ailw 
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be taken, and, a few days after this, 30,000 fiancs are found in 
his carpet-bag. — These examples, under this natural inspiration, 
are followed by others, and the commotion spreads. In every 
borough or petty town the dub profits by these acts to satiate 
its ambition, its greed, and its hatred. That of Apt appeals to 
its neighbors, whereupon 1,500 National Guards of Gordes, St 
Saturnin, Gouls and Lacoste, with a thousand women and chil- 
dren supplied with dubs and scythes, arrive one morning before 
the town. On being asked by whose orders they come in this 
fashion, they reply, " by the orders which their patriotism has given 
them." " The fanatics," or partisans of the sworn priests, " are 
the cause of their journey; " the result is, *' they want lodgings 
at the expense of the fanatics only," which involves for the latter 
and for the town three days' sojourn, at a cost of 20,000 francs.^ 
They begin by breaking everything in the church of the R&^l- 
lets, and wall up its doors. They then expel unsworn ecded- 
asdcs from the town, and disarm their partisans. The dub of 
Apt, which is the sole authority, remains in session three days : 
"the municipal bodies in the vidnity appear before it, apologise 
for themsdves, protest their dvism, and ask as a &vor that no 
detachment be sent to their places. Individuals are sent for to 
be interrogated"; several are proscribed, among whom are 
administrators, members of the court, and the syndic-attorney. 
A number of citizens have fled ; — ^the town is purged, while the 
same purging is pursued in numbers of places in and out of the 
district' It is, indeed, attractive business. It empties the purses 
of the ill-disposed, and fills the stomachs of patriots; it is agree- 
able to be well entertained, and especially at the expense of 
one's adversaries; the Jacobin is quite content to save the 
country through a round of feastings. Moreover, he has the 
satisfaction of playing king among his neighbors, and not only 

1 **ArcfalTes Nadonalet," F^ 3,195* Despatch of M. Minurd, royal cominiasiooer at tha 
tfatxict court of Apt, Apt, March 15, 1793 (with official report of the Apt immidpali^ and 
debates of the dbtrict, March 13).— Letter of M. Gofllebert, syndio-attoraey of die distrid^ 
March 5. (He has fled.)— Despatches of the district Directory, March 93 and 98. " It nuMl 
not be 8 jpposed for a moment that either the court or die /ug9-de-^aix wUl take die leaal 
notice of this drcumstance. One step in this direcdon would, in a week, bring xo^ooo . 
en our hands." 

* Letter of the district Directory of Apt, Mardi sS. " On the a6th of March 600 1 

man, bdonging to the communes of Apt, Viens, Rustrel, etc., betook diemsclv«s to St.-Martaa- 

de>OutiBon and, under the pretence of restoring order, taxed the inhahi rants, lodging aad 

ibetSag thcaudrcM *t their diaige."—l'he «cp«ditiont extend even to 

-ttk oae cfdtem, Maich 93, going to Sntilt, near VoRaikiaux.^i^'^'VOn-MeQA. 
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do they feed him for doing them this service, but, again, thej 
pay him for it.' — All this is enliveoing, and the expedition, 
which is a "sabbat," ends in a carnival. Of the two Marseille* 
divisions, one, led back to Aix, sets down to " a grand patriotic 
feast," and then dances fandangoes, of which " the principal one 
IS led off by the mayor and commandant";* the other makes iti 
entry into Avignon the same day, with still greater pomp and 
iollity. 

IV. 
Such another nest of brigands does not exist in all France. 
It is not owing to a more savage jatqueru here, produced by a 
gieater degree of misery; on the contrary, the Comtat, be- 
fore the Revolution, was a land flowing with milk and honey. 
There was no taxation by the Pope ; the taxes were very hgbt, 
and were expended on the spot. " For one or two sols, one here 
could have meat, bread, and wine."' But, under the mild and 
corrupt administration of the Italian legates, the country had 
become "the safe asylum of all the rogues in France, Italy, and 
Genoa, who by means of a trifling sum paid to the Pope's 
agents, obtained protection and immunity," Smugglers and 
receivers abounded here in order to break through the lines of 
the French customs, "Bands of robbers and assassins were 
formed, which the vigorous measures of the parliaments of Aix 
and Grenoble could not wholly extirpate. Idlers, Ubertinea, 

■fld tt Mirch, 179^ the 

"miaened on the goodi and pro p qTy of iBdrridoaJi for the authors, nbetton, vid (braeguiltj 
of tbc dimiitKiieei occukiDEd by the puly of Chlflbniui m the commiuw oT Aria." Tk« 
Buaadpalily of Alia dcsgnatei fiAy^mc iadividualii wbo fay Ihe ^aoo Utrs, plu* s^T^A 
fantt oehuse, ud joa fnnci lor (ha ccot of ujoun tiA iilaj*.—Stia6aa of Iha muoiBa^ 

■E'', 3,ifij. OfficklRport ifdu Dinctofy 00 dw ncDB wUch DCCiuinl in Ak, ^nl 17, 
•8,uidi9, vpfl. 

• MichdM, "Hiuanda lalUvoludoD Fmifiiie," III. jS (Bccordizig u <faeiumlln>d 
Hfod pcAsntt). — Mtrtnrt dt Fnata, April 30, 1791 (letler from ui inhaJnianE of (he Co^ 
tttt).— All public dua put tOACtha [ptirtit juid intcRst on the debi) did not go beyond toif 
SDtucifc* 116,684 iohabiaati. On iheconlmy, unitrdwilh France, il would piy3,79> 
«» bina.— Aadr«, "Hutoiie de la RtvolulioD Avienonaise." I. 61.— The Comlat pawned 
RpntentatiTe inninitioiu, aa armed (mend uiembly, composed of ihnc Inibopi. the elected 

Oct i^ 1791 (letter from a Commdinl.— There vere no bcdiei oT militia in the Coniw: dia 
prrriletiea of aoblei wen <t Uttle account Nobody had the ezduBTC right to hoot w t^^ 
vbila people withoot pfopcny could own gum and hunt aa^vVAt^. 
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pitrfbarional gamblersi''^ kept-^ii^^, intrigaers, paiBsites, and 
adventurers^ elbow men with branded shoulders, the veterans of 
vice and crime, ^^the scapegraces of the Toulon and Marseillei 
ga]le3rs." Ferocity here is hidden in debauchery, like a serpent 
hidden in its own slime, the opportunity being only needed to 
transform this haunt of licentiousness into a den of cut-throats;. 
The Jacobin leaders, Toumal, Rov^ the two Duprats, Ao 
two Mainvielles, and L^uyer, readily obtain recruits in this 
sink. — ^At first, aided by the rabble of the town and of its pur- 
lieus, peasants hating the octroi^ vagabonds opposed to OTder of 
any kind, porters and watermen armed with scythes, turnspits 
and dubs, they excite seven or eight riots, drive off the lq;atey 
force the Councils to resign, hang the chiefi of the National 
Guard and of the conservative party,* and take possession of die 
municipal offices. — ^After this their band increases to the dimen- 
sions of an army, which, with license for its counterrign and 
ptQage for its pay, is the same as that of lUly and Wallenstein, 
*'a veritable roving Sodom, at which the ancient dty would have 
stood aghast." Out of 3,000 men, only 200 bdong in Avig- 
non; the rest are composed of French deserters, smugglers, 
fugitives fxom justice, vagrant foreigners, marauders and male- 
factors, who, scenting a prey, come fix>m afar, and even fixm 
Paris;' along with them march the women belonging to them, 

1<'AicbifwN«tioiiak%''F', 3.073. Letter of M. PdetdekLortw^ prefect of Vimliiifc 
to iIm Mbister, yctf VIIL GenniiMd aow-TMU:, DXXIV. 3. Letter of M. Mnlo^OMd 
tfte mwHering fommhrinoew, to die Miniitrr, Oct xo^ 1791. "Whet a oonntiy yoo Ymem 
ecntmetot It ie the lead of diqilkSty. IteHeniwi hae etmdc to ipote dwy hew^ «ad I km. 
that they are Teij HTety." 

* The deteile of dieee oocnnenoet any he feimd fai Aiidr6 and fai Soulier, "mitnfae da la 
mvolntiop Avignoneiea.** The umider of their eeiren princ^ial oppopent>> genticiacn, pihel^ 
and artiaBni, took pboe June ri, X79a— >" Ardihrea Netkinalee/* DXXTV. 3. The steitiii^ 
point of the riots ie the hortiUtj of the Jamenist Oemoiy deputy to die Comtitaent Aaeem^y. 
Sevetal ktten, beginning widi April, 1790^ nuqr he fiamid in diii file^ addreiaed to him from 
die leading Jacobins of Angnon, BfainvieDe, Riqihd, Richard, and the rest^ and among 
others the following (July, 1790) : "Do not abandon your wori:, we entreat you. Too, sfa^ 
were die first to inspire us with a desire to he free and to demand our right to unite wMi 
a generous nation, from which we havp been severed by fraud."— As to die pofitical meaaa 
and enticements, these are always die same. GC, for instance, diis letter of a proti^^ ia 
Avignon, of Camus, addressed to him July 13, X79X : "I bare just obtained finm the ooi»> 
mune the use of a room inside die Palao^ where I can cany on my tarem business. • • • 
My fortune is based 00 your kindness. • . What a distance between jrou and myadf I" 

* '* Archives Nadonaks," DXXIV. 3. Report on the events of Oct to, Z79X.— /Ml, F>; 
3,197. Letter of the throe commissioners to the municipality of Avignon, Aixil ai, and to th> 
Minister, May 14, X79Z. " The deputies of Onmge certify that there were at least sooFVeadl 
deserters in the Aviipson army." — In the same reports, May ax and June 8: " It b not to ba 
jdratited dial eorelled brigands dioddestabfish fai a small tenitory, surrounded by Fkaaoa oa 

aOtidta, Ommoat dmgarom icfaool of brigindage 6»!ttiv<ae dnvMad or 
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Btin more foul and sanguinary. In order to make it peifectlj 
plain tbat with them murder and robbery are the order of the 
day, they massacred their first general, Patrix, guilty of having 
rdeased a prisoner, and elected in his place an old highway 
tramp named Jourdan, condemned to death by the court at 
Valence, but who had escaped on the eve of his execution, and 
who bore the nickname of Cmpe-iiU, because he is said to have 
cut off the heads at Versailles of two of the King's guards.' — 
Under such a commander the troop increases until it forms a 
body of five or six thousand men, which stops people in the 
streets and forcibly enrolls them; they are called Mandrinsf 
which is severe for Mandrin, because their war is not merely on 
public persons and property, as his was, but on the possesions, 
the proprieties, and the lives of private individuals. One de- 
tachment alone, at one time, extorts in Cavaillon 35,000 fiancs, 
in Baume 13,000, in Aubignon 15,000, in Pioline 4,800, while 
Caumont is taxed 2,000 francs a week. At Sarrians, where the 
mayor gives them the keys, they pillage houses from top to 
bottom, carry off their plunder in carts, set fire, violate and slay 
with all the refinements of torture of so many Hurons. An old 
lady of oghty, and a paralytic, is shot at arms length, and 1^ 
wdtering in her blood in the midst of the flames. A child five 
yean of age is cut in two, its mother decapiuted, and its sister 
mutilated ; they cut off the ears of the cur£, set them on his 
brow like a cockade, and then cut his throat, along with diat of 
a pig, and tear out the two hearts and dance around them.* 

hiiDUUi V'cio-'*'— Lmmt «f H. VUlirdjf, pfoIdcBiofthaDinosijofthB Boudmdu-RUaa 
Ufty *!. " Ma* thiD two niDioiii of the nrndoiiil pr op gft y b vrpoKd to ptUngir ud lottl 
rw Uudrini who dmuu* lUi anlortuute counDT." — Lenerof Htfl^ 
Hi ncunaf, iimtcd Kloof with twg of bk npunda. "Tte 

irfliMd U Jgi> Am% ad an sur nfiial m won diilT ducatened with Ihe pUowt." 

' Wwliiii TiiiMiii. L J79 (ooie on Jomdan. bf Fun, deputy).— BvtBToax, "lU. 
■<in~ (Sd. DMibu), 39a. "Aftatbe dealliDf Pauuiienenl had to tw elected. V^ 
bodjwuted thflpbccmuiBTiiiytliat liadjmt ihotm » gnat a lack of dadpliue. JourdiB 

biMid hJpmH and aiked the •oldien if they wanted him (br lenenL Oh dninkaid k 
acncabk to othoi; they applavded him, and he wai ihua prachiimed" 

■ AftB- ■ biDoiB brigvid in Dsuphiay, Dimed Mandnn.— Ta. 

*C1 Aiidi<,/arriK,aildScni1ier,>au/»l.— ^rrnrTdSf^rurf, JnnefilTJI.— "AnUn* 
NatianalB,~ F', 3,137. Lener gt Madame de Gabiieili, Miidi I4> <T9I' (Her hoDIB U pB- 
laged Jan. ic^ andiha and ha maid cac^ie by IheroDf)— Report oT the mUEudpalofficaaol 
TanacoOt Hay la. " Tha doop which hai catered the dimict ptUagca everything it can laj 
Ib banda ob-"— LaOv of tha irrHfic-attomey of Oiang^ May aa. "1^ 
EtiiafDl Ml yam of a^ oa her war fioip ChiteuDeuf U> Cw^CtvevA^ ^f 
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After this, for fifty dajrs around Carpentras, to which they lay 
siege in vain, the unprovoked, cruel instincts of the chauffeurs 
manifested at a later date, the anthropophagous desires which 
sometimes reappear in convicts, and the perverted and ova> 
strained sensuality found in maniacs, have full play. 

On beholding the monster it has nourished, Avignon, in alarm, 
utters cries of distress.^ But the brute, which feels its strength, 
tmns against its former abettors, shows its teeth, and exacts its 
daily food. Ruined or not, Avignon must furnish its quota. 
"In the electoral assembly, Mainvielle the younger, elected 
elector, although he is only twenty-two, draws two pistols fit>m 
his belt and struts around with a threatening air." ' Duprat, the 
president, the better to master his colleagues, proposes to them 
to leave Avignon and go to Sorgues, which they refuse to do; 
upon this he orders cannon to be brought, promises to pay those 
who will accompany him, drags along the timid, and denoimces 
the rest before an upper national court, of which he himself has 
designated the members. Twenty of the electors thus denounced 
are condemned and proscribed ; Duprat threatens to enter by 
force and have them executed on the spot, and, under his leader- 
ship, the army of Mandrins advances against Avignon. — ^Its 
progress is arrested, and, for two months, restrained by the two 
mediating commissioners for France ; they reduce its ntunbers, 
and it is on the point of being disbanded, when the brute again 
boldly seizes its prey, about to make its escape. On the 21st 
of August, Jourdan, with his herd of miscreants, obtains posses- 
sion of the palace. The municipal body is driven out, the 
mayor escapes in disguise, Tissot, the secretary, is cut down, four 
municipal officers and forty other persons are thrown into prison, 
while a number of houses belonging to the fugitives and to priests 
are pillaged, and thus supply the bandits with their first financial 



Minister, May ai. " It b now fully proved by men who are pei fe c tly reliable dial tbe 
tended patriots, said to have acted so s^orioady at Sanians, are cannibals equally rMfCia ta d 
bodi at Avignon and Carpentras." 

1 " Archives Nationales,'* letter of the Directory of the Bondies-du-Rhdne, May sz, 1791.^ 
Ddiberations of the Avignon munictpaEty, assodated with the notables and the military eom* 
mittee, May 15 : " The enormous expense attending the pay and food for die detachments. . . 
faced contributiuis. . . What is most revoldng is, that those who are dharged wsdi the dmv 
arbitrarily tax the inhabitants, according as they are deemed bad or good patriots. . . Tb« 
■MmidpaUty, the mSitary committee, and the dub of the Friends of the Constittttiott dared tB 
■alee a protest; die p roa crip tion against dian b their recompense for their attaduneot to dM 



n 



'LtUmol M, Bouls^ IboBflriy phyridan III the F^eadi auBtvy hoipitali aad 
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returns." — Then begins the great fiscal operation which b going 
to fill their pockets. Five men of straw, chosen by Duprat and 
his associates, compose, with L^cuyer as secretary, a provisional 
municipal body, which, taxing the town 300,000 francs and sup- 
pressing the convents, offers the spoils of the churches for sale. 
The bells are taken down, and the hammers of the workmen 
engaged in breaking them lo pieces are heard all day long. A 
strong-box full of plate, diamonds, and gold crosses, left with 
the director of the Moot-de-Piit^, on deposit, is taken and 
carried off to the commune; a report is spread that the val- 
uables pawned by the poor had been stolen by the municipal- 
ity, and that those "robbers had already sent away dghteeo 
trunks ftiU of them." Upon this the women, exasperated at the 
bare walls of the churches, together with the laborers in want (tf 
work or bread, all the common class, become furious, assemble 
of their own accord in the church of the Cordeliers, summon 
L^cuyer to appear before them, drag him from the pulpit and 
massacre him.* 

This time there seems to be an end of the brigand party, for 
the entire town, the populace and the better class, are against 
them, while the peasants in the country shoot them down 
wherever they come across them. — ^Terror, however, supplies the 
place of numbers, and, with the 350 bravos stilt left to them, the 
extreme Jacobins undertake to overcome a dty of 30,000 souls. 
Hainvielle the elder, dragging along two caimon, arrives with a 
patrol, fires at a venture into the already semi-abandoned church, 
and kills two men. Duprat assembles about thirty of the towns- 
people, imprisoned by him on the 31st of August, and, in 
addition to these, about forty mechanics belonging to the Catholic 

>"AichIvaNuniiilei,''DXXlV. i6-*],Na.3. NumdKif what took ptKejmadqr, 
AniVDil Bi, m tho towp of Avignon. — Lcttcn br tbc muTori Rkhut^ lAd two otho^ Aa^ 
IL— LOIS' lolbe proidail of Ihs Nadoail Aaeolil;, Aug. « (with fin iwistuiM, la A* 
HBC of xn fiunilia Ihu tw) taken Rfugc la Iht Ha de b BntekuH). 

• " Anbha Nuioiula,- DXXIV. 3.-I.«ta of M. LaTonc, for M. Cuooca. kMp« ol 
die Moul-ile-IVti. (Tho dcctonl mssblT oT VguduK uA ii»^p-di-t^i had iiirtidiW 
Un to girt thk boi into any otlia handi^l^-LcIten zt M. Uukj^ oiediuuig coounUoD^ 
GmtOIr Ib Sorfuei, Oct. 14, 15, 16. 1791.— LcneroTM. Lavcrno, Daror.mil the mmli^ial 
oficoa. AiigDao, Jib. 6> 1791.— Statemenl of enuB cccuiiint at Aiigoon, Oct. 16, 17, ad 

adnlalitiBton of ATlgnon, Oct ifi.— Cenifeil copy of the notice found poated in Arigncsia 
SOattx placs lUa day, OcL iC (probably wtitm by one of Ihc wodcd of the knmt dtm, 
aDd ihowing irfial Iha popular feeGog wai),— A leacr wnnea to KI. Mulot, OcL ij, abeadf 
w»*t*jtw tblc j^ime: " FmaOy, however Ettle the delay m icopfda^thfn T<9i3M^a&*x^'^^ 
kgbas, miKTj asd tbo DbnhlewOI «01 len^."— lEii^iaaKi <A ^miB^?iM«i»,» i«ai»i™ 
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brotherhoods, porters, bakers, coopers, and day-laborers, two 
peasants, a beggar, a few women seized haphazard and on vague 
denunciations, one of them, "because she spoke ill of Madame 
Mainvielle." Jourdan supplies the executioners ; the apothecary 
Mende, brother-in-law of Duprat, plies them with liquor, while 
a derk of Toumal, the newsman, bids them ''kill all, so that 
there shall be no witnesses left" Whereupon, at the reiterated 
orders of Mainvielle, Toumal, Duprat, and Jourdan, with accom- 
paniments of indescribable lubricity,^ the massacre develops itself 
on the 1 6th of October and following days, during sixty -six 
hours, the victims being a couple of priests, three children, an 
old man of eighty, thirteen women, two of whom are pregnant, 
in all, sixty-one persons, butchered, felled to the ground, and 
then cast on top of each other into the Glaci^re hole, a mother 
on the body of her infant, a son on the body of his father, the 
hole being filled up with stones and covered over with quick- 
lime on account of the odor.* In the mean time about a 
hundred more, killed in the streets, are pitched into the Sorgues 
canal ; five hundred families take to flight. The scattered ban- 
dits return in a body, while the assassins who are at the head of 
them, enthroned by murder, organise for the benefit of their new 
band a legal system of brigandage, against which nobody defends 
himself.' 

These are the fiiends of the Jacobins of Aries and Marseilles, 
the men of good-standing before whom M. d'Antonelle appears 
and makes a speech in the cathedral at Avignon.^ These are 
the pure patriots, who, with their hands in the till and theu: feet 
in gore, caught in the act by a French army, the mask torn off 
through a scrupulous investigation, universally condemned by 

1 Audr^ IL 63. Deposition of la RaUpioIe.— Death of the girl Ayme and of McaduMt 
Nld and Qroniet— De Dammaitin, II. 3. 

s " Archtres Nationales," IbkL, report on the events of Oct x6. '*Two sworn ptkUl ww 
Uled, which pcores that a oounter-revolution had nothing to do with it . . Six of tfM 
■nmidpal officen were aasaninated. They had been elected according to die tennt of die 
decree; they were the fruit of the popular will at the oudneak of the Refolntian; diej weft 
•ooordingly patxiota."— Buchet et Roux, XII. 49a— Official report of the mmmnne of Avi> 
gnon, on die events of Oct x6. 

* "Archives Nationaks," DXXIV. 3. Despatches of the dvil commieiBanen deputed \rf 
Fhmoe (Mesns. Beauregard, Leoesne, and Champion) to the Minister, Jan. 8, X79S. (A long 
and admirable letter, in which the difference be tw een the two parties is exhibited, s up ported 
by fiicts, in refutation of the calumnies of Duprat The oppressed paxtj is c o mp osed not 01 
rayaUsts, but of crasdtutiooalists.) 

*"Antdfm Jrariooslc^" F*; 3,177. DespattiiMS of the due* mmmi ss lflnff B. April 97 
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the emancipated electois, also by the deliberate verdict of the 
new mediating commissioners,! are comprehended id the amnesty 
proclaimed by the Legislative Assembly a month before theii 
last crime. — ^The sovereigns of the Bouche&^lu-RhdDe, however, 
do not regard the release of their Mends and allies as a favor , 
something more than paidon and fbrgetfulness must be awarded 
to the mwderers of the Glaci^re. On the 39th of April, 1792, 
Rebecqui and Bertin, the vanquishers of Aries, enter Avignon ' 
along with a cortege, at the head of which are from thirty to 
forty of the principal murdereis whom the Legislative Assembly 
Itsdf had ordered to be recommitted to prison, Duprat, Main- 
vielle, Toumal, Mcnde, then Jourdan in the unifonn of a com- 
manding general crowned with laurel and seated on a white 
horse, and, lastly, the dames Duprat, Mainvielle and Toumal, in 
dashing style, standing on a sort of triumphal chariot; during 
the procession the cry is heard, "The Glad^e will be full this 
time!" — On their approach the public functionaries fly; twelve 
hundred persons abandon the town. Forthwith each terrorist, 
under the protection of the Marseilles bayonets, resumes bis 
office, like a man at the head of his household. Raphel, the 
fonner judge, along with his clerk, both with wanunts of arrest 
against them, publicly officiate, while the relatives of the poor vie- 
tims slain on the i6thof October, and the witnesses that appeared 
on the trial, are threatened in the streets ; one of them is killed, 
and Jourdan, king of the department for an entire year, begins 
over agiun on a grand scale, at the head of the National Guard, 
and afterwards of the police body, the same performance which, 
on a small scale, he pursued under the andent regime, when, 
with a dozen "armed and mounted" brigands, he traversed the 
highways, forced open lonely houses at night, and, in one 
ch&teau alone, stole 24,000 francs. 

SaliT of the FiEoch umjr isD Anpum. Nov. 16, 1)91. "All who was rich, esepl > toj 
■mil Dunba, tw) ukeii flight or pemhaL Tlw bal houH* wen nil rnftj or ckaed."— 
P— "I"" <« k uw DnuudpalicT wee beld Not. 16. 1791. Om i£ t.it't ncdie dtiiai^ 
Mifor Lcrkiu it I^miu ofataiu 1,117 ntOi wUk tha muokiiaii offim lowot oo Ih* 
■m, hu i,Saii. AO m GDiutHuiicxialun mid con^mdTa. 

■ "Anhrrci Mm t k m iJei," F\ ^.i^A- Otbdtl report of Augic* and Fihn^ admiirittntai 
tf th* Bouchcfrilu-IUiADC, AnEDog, Miy 11, iT^i.—iftmllnir, XII. 313. Report of tb* 
Ubista of Jultke. Uiy j.— XII. 314. Fniliaa of lony inhibittiiti of ATij^Don, May 7.— 
XII. ^14- OSculrepanofKnel, commliiiiiiier of Ihe IMme, icnt ta ATigncn.— XII. ■»» 
lUpDiIDf H. ChimlcnK ud Bthetp^m, Uny to.— K.[. 7^1 \jiMa jt ■Oee ■itATaw rwtl * 
ttoBiea, tbo cf rbtAi^Bsa mnok^aUtr, Hnch ij. 
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V. 

Thus is the Jacobin conquest eflfected. Up to the iTtfa of Aprils 
1792, through acts of violence ahnost equal to diose we have just 
described, it spreads over more than twentjr departments and, 
through less aggravated ones, over the other mSq} The com- 
position of the parties is the same everywhere. On one side are 
the irresponsible of all conditions, '' dissipators who, having con* 
sumed their own patrimony, cannot tolerate that of another, men 
without property to whom disorder is a door open to wealth and 
public office, the envious, the ungrateful whose obligations to their 
benefactors a day of revolution cancels, the hot-headed, aD those 
enthusiastic innovators who preach reason with a dagger in their 
hand, the indigent, the brutal and the wretched of the lower 
class who, possessed by one leading anarchical idea, one eirflmplf 
of immunity, with the law dumb and the sword in the scabba^ 
are stimulated to dare all things." On the other side are the 
steady-going, peaceable dass, minding their own business, common* 
place in mind and sensibilities, ^'enervated by the habits arising 
from seciuity and from constant contentment, surprised at any un- 
foreseen disturbance and trying to find out what the matter is, sep- 
arated from each other by diversity of interests, opposing only tact 



> '* The FVench Revolution,'' Vol I. pp. 344-353, on the axdi/aryvrhSr, ef mju p ba e ; 
aged by the Jaoofaini. Twoorthroe traits show its ^lirit and ooune of action. ("ArcUw 
Nationales," F*', 3,aoa. Letter of the Directory of the district of Aurillac March 97, 1799^ 
widi offidal reports.) " On the sodi of March, about forty brigands, calling diemsdves pi^fi> 
ots and friends of ^ ooostitutioo, force honest and worthy but very poor cttiaens in nine or 
Ian of the houses of Capdle-Viacamp to give diem money, genersUy fire fiancs eadi penoq, 
and sometimes ten, twenty, and forQr fiancs." Others tear down or pillage the i:i*****wTf of 
Rouesqne, Rode, MarcoKs, and Vttrsc and drag the mimidpal oflken along widi then. 
" We^ the mayor and municipal officers of the parish of Vitrac, held a meeting yesterday, 
March as, foUowing tha flOEample of our neighl>oring parishes on the occasioo of die demolitioa 
of die fh^!*^^«* We maidied at die head of our national guard and that of Sahretat to the 
said f**^**-" We began by hoisting the n a t io n al flag and to demoBdL . . The «ty>u.«^| 
guard of Boimec, eating and drinking without stint^ entered the chitean and beh a ved ia the 
most brutal manner; for whatever diey found in their way, whether docks^ minraiai dooi% 
dothes-presses, and finally documents, all were made way with. They even asBt off liHtj of 
die men to a patriodc village in the vidnity. They forced the inmates of every hooM to gib* 
diem money, and those who refiised were threatened with death." BesUes tbb dm — **— H 
guard of Boisset carried ofi^the furniture <^ the chftteao.— There fa somedang b uil esqoa in dM 
conflicts of the munidpafities with the Jaodnn expecfitions (letter of the mnnidpal officas ol 
Cottines to the Directonr of Sl Louis, March a6). "We are very glad to Infom you diat 
diere fa a crowd In our parish, amongst which are many belonging to ndgfaboring parishes: 
and that they have visfaed the house of tUur Tossy and a sum of money of wfaidi we do nol 
know the amount fa 1I— ■— ~'***j and that they will not leave without that sura ao dial thqrcaa 
have something to liva on, these people bring assembled solely to maiotaiii the ooosi^udoc 
jBKf ^nv fToaier 4dat to the kw." 
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anJ caution to persevering audacity in defiance of legitimate 
means, unable either to make up their mind or to remain inactive, 
peiplexed over sacrifices just at the time when the enemy is go- 
ing to render it impossible to make any in the future, in a word, 
bringing effeminacy and egoism to bear against the passions in 
their greatest freedom, against fierce poverty and hardened im- 
morality."' — ^The issue of the conflict is everywhere the same. In \ 
each town or canton an aggressive squad of unscrupulous fanadcs \ 
and resolute adventurers imposes its rule over a sheep-like ma- | 
iority which, accustomed to the regularity of an old civilization, \ 
dares neither disturb order for the sake of putting an end to dis- : 
order, or get together a mob to put down another mob. — Eveiy- 
where the Jacobin principle is the same. " Your system," saya 
one of the department Directories to them,* " is to act imperturb- 
ably on all occasions, even after a constitution is established, and 
the limitations to power are fixed, as if the empire would always 
be in a state of insurrection, as if you were clothed with a dic- 
tatorship essential for the city's salvation, as if you were clothed 
with full power in the name of public safety." — Everywhere are 
Jacobin tactics the same. At the outset they assume to have a 
monopoly of patriotism and, through the brutal destruction of 
Other clubs, they are the only visible organ of public opinion. 
The voice of their coterie, accordingly, seems to be the voice of 
the people ; their control is established on that of the legal au- 
thories; they have taken the lead through peisistent and iiresisti- 
ble encroachments ; thdr usurpation is consecrated by exemption 
baas, punishment. 

■ Mtrtmrr dt FraitrM, Dimib0i far }an. i *nd 14, T79* {ardcls by MaUel'DapuiJ.'— "Ai- 
chiTO Nadonitles." F', 3,185, ^iM. Later of lh« prcnlalof the disrici d' Lwn (Aiuc] 
-to the Minister, Feb. B, 1791 : " With ic^na to Ibe nnbl« ud pries*, any moitkm of then 
u tryiDg 10 vDw diacord uioDg us i» to d«in to be frightcnecL All they uk ii maquillitr 
■od the Rgular payment of ihcir pauiou." — De Dimmiuliii. II. 63 (on tbe eracauiaa at 
Arie*. April, 17^)' On the illegal jippTvich of the Manciltq arroy, U. 1^ '^ 
buy ccHaniAndcr, ordcn the Arienaiu to riK in a body. Nobody coou 
lude tixny (hear huibandt' guu [n the night Only one hondTed volume 
with the regular troc^H. 

'"ArchivM Natioiulea," F', 3,"»4- Speech of M. Sl Aoiaui, ri 
Directory of Lot-el-Garoiiiie, 10 the maynrofTonnHni, April id; letter of i 
general to M- RoUod, minister, April aa : " According to (he prindples ol 
aeini. all leiiitance to him la amlocralicv hi* doctrine being that 
anoocrats. Vou can re*djly per^re^ air, that he ia not oiw of ther 
Bencdiciioe and now a Prolatanl miniUer.— Act of Ihe Dicectmy agaloal th* mi 
Toaneina, Aj'ril 13. The biter appeals D Ihe Legi^tive Assembly. The mayor *ihI < 
th* mDnidpal counullon appear in iu name <May ig) at du bar of l,hQ hiwesUci. 
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" Among all the agents, good or bad, constituted or not oon- 
itituted, that alone govems which is inviolable. Now, Ae diUi^ 
for a long time, has been too much accustomed to domineeriog, 
to annoying, to peisecuting, to wreaking vengeance, for aoj lo- 
cal administratioD to regard it in any other li^t llian as invio- 
lable." ' It accordingly governs and its indirect infiimw^ ii 
promptly transfonned into direct authoiity. — Voting al<me, oi 
almost alone, m the primary meetings, which are deserted oi 
under constraint, the Jacobins easily choose the munidpal bodt 
and the officers of the National Guard.* After this, through 
the mayor, who is their tool or their accomplice, they have thfl 
legal right ti. launch or airest the entire armed force and they 
avail themselves of it — Two obstacles still stand in their way. On 
the one hand, however conciliatory or timid the Directory of the 
district or department may be, elected as it is by electors of dw 
second degree, it usually contains a fair proportion of wcU-infotm- 
ed men, comfortably off, interested in keeping order, and less in- 
clined than the municipality to put up with gross violations of the 
law. Consequently they denounce it to the National Assem- 
bly as an unpatriotic and anti-revolutionaiy centre of "hour- 
geoise aristocracy," Sometimes, as at Brest,' ^cy shamefiilfy 
disobey orders which are perfecdy legal and proper, often re- 
peated and strictly formal ; afterward, still more shamefully, they 
demand of the Minister If, " placed in the cruel alternative of 
giving offence to the hierarchy of powers, or of leaving the com- 
monwealth in danger, they ought to hesitate." Sometimes, as at 
Arras, they impose themselves illegally on the Directory in session 
and browbeat it so insolendy as to make it a point of honor witk 

> "AnUra NuioTuks," F', 3,i«S. LMUr of H. Dcbouitei, one of Ae dun ODOuiv 
rimm KDt br the Nuioail AiniUr ud llic Ung, Nov. i, tiyi {i^rwfoi at A* UKnDa 
dob). "Tliiiclub hu quite ncaody obtibad bom the DinctDy of the JepMUmul, oimi 
moM contanptible KUeguiod, u aria nqubins of M. de Cdnc)', Seoccniuit-KaaBl u Too- 
kn. tc toA the idmirablF BnKR RglmeBt oat of UindUo, ud U. de CJoincy hu yidded" 

* For iiuEKDce (GuilloD de MootJ^oii, " U^mcuB paur loTiT L HiitfiMR de LjOP," L m9), 
the geaen] io csmmaud of the nUigail paiA of ihh \uge town in 1791 li JidtlBd, ■ pom 
BUc-wcaTcr of the bubourff of the Gnndc CAte, a foimer uhtia. 

■"Aidura Nukmala," F', 3,11s, afEiir of PUbmnec 
nical ipiiit of the Jncobuu and the food dspoulion at 
The cominime of Brat deipalcbs icaiiut Ihu of Plabouicc 

■cdre diiiau of Bren, Uaj 16, 1791. Dclibenujoai 
Bmt, May 17. Letter af the Dbeooty of the dim 

tiont af [he BuiiicipilitT of Plibennec, May is. LcticT of Ibe li^ielu of Brcal H tt 

Uitattcr, May ai. DdibemlOB* of the (h^anmeiit Uinqutf, |wa i> 
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die l&tter to solicit its own suspension.' Sometimes, as at Figeac, 
they summon an administrator to their bar, keep him standing 
diree-quaiterE of an hour, seize his papers and obhge him, for fear 
of something worse, to leave the town.* Sometimes, as at Auch, 
they invade the Directory's chambers, seize the administrators by 
the throat, pound them with their fists and clubs, drag the presi- 
dent by the hair, and, after a good deal of trouble, grant him his 
life.* — On the other hand, the gendarmerie and the troops brought 
for the suppression of riots, are always in the way of those who stir 
up the rioters. Consequently, they expel, comipt and, espedaUy, 
purify the gendarmerie together with the troops. At Cahors they 
drive out a brigadier of the gendarmerie, "alleging that he keepi 
company with none but aristocrats."* At Toulouse, without 
mentioning the lieutenant-colond, whose life they threaten by 
anonymous letters and obUge to leave the town, they transfer the 
whole corps to another district under the pretence that "its prin- 
ciples are adverse to the Constitution." * At Auch, and at Rennes, 
tluough the insubordination which they provoke among the men, 
they extort resignations from their officers. At Petpignan, by 
means of a riot which they foment, they seize, beat and drag to 
prison, the commandant and stafT whom they accuse "of wanting 
to bombard the town with five pounds of powder."' — Meanwhile, 

■ Kailiiw-Tssiiii, IL std (kibod if the Dinclnr of tfic RM.da.CiiUh Jiilr 4. ITVO. 
The petitfae, rigmd by ij? jjihatirtnti <£ Ami, h |»< miiHii ib flw DirtcCTyby RnliM[i»i» 
Ae jFnmfcr imd Ocoffinj. Tbe ■.<n.t»ttw ihfw m tnbed u tmpDAor^ co n^ iham^ itc, 
wIbI* Ac imidEQt, 'j-'.^t Is that icfincmBii^ Bfi to bb oolliacuaa: " nmilwiim. In a 

• "Arcldni Nidooilc*," F', 3,03. LMtiT of U. Viltiy, traAHtlBDV c/ thg A^at. 
neni, April 4. i;9x 

■ " AicluTa Natloulei,' F ', j,no, Eimd fron dn daSicntfciu of ^ depntrntM 
DncusT and leDR Lo the kmg, Jan. aB, 1791.— Lcmr of M. lA£ism,inridaitcf thaDino- 
Vrj, Jul 3b (The nob i* ompoKd of ftom fin ta ili bm^cd pcmw. Tbe pnridoit li 
wouHkdoolbefuKhadbymiwoidcatudobEgaltoleavethenFini.) Ftb. so, i(>llowb( 
1Ul^ a deputy of tbe deputmeal deaouuoH tbe Direcuxy u Dnpatriatie. 

'"AitbiKiNuioiulei,'' F', 3.»a. Leiter of M. de Ridle. cslODet of iba fn^mo)^ 
Jul 19, \vft.~" One huodml meniben of ibe clnb Frlenda of libatjp" OOB* uid nqoMi 
Ae brijidiet'i dlidurge. On ibe following day, aftc * nmllng of iba nma cluls "bur 
hnndred penooi bemke tbemKlm 10 tha buiacki to hdiI off or —*""'—- Ihl bil^A)'." 

*"Aiolilva Naiunuls,' F', 3.>ig LeUB of M. Sata&I, t v iamt , UnA 4, itjl— 
Letter of die dejMjlmeiit X^KCtiey, Moioh 14. 

• "AfdilfaNmtioiuile^" F', 3,119. Letter of M. delfarfaoM^ iiihilitii, tohheanaigue 
JiL CohlCT, Feb. 3, 1799. — "The mnnidpaliEy of Adchbae r*— ■*****< dhe cDder.o{Boen uid 
iddler* of the lit baltBlion tbat their chie& were wnUny pirpmdoD Id wlchdnw." — Tbe 
mne with the munkipAlity ud club of the HaTamiiu. "AH die oSeeri ezc^i thjee luve 
beenobEged (olemaadieiidliidieir resgaatiou"— ?', 3,i35- Tbe na to the luiB, 
Uarch S.— The mimkapafity of Renna ocdsi, die irrat of C<il. A&?lUi1^ll(^«A^aa1^B. 
afBcen. J^mn™ A />»«#, Fab. iS, i^a. DeT»nuosi4ii,V»ip-,\V.T>*»**"'*'^** 
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through ihtjacquifie^ which they let loose from the Dcndogneto 
Aveyron, from Cantal to the Pyrenees and the Var, under the 
pretence of punishing the relatives of imigrts and the abettors 
of unsworn priests, they create an army of their own made 
up of robbers and the needy who, in anticipation of the exploits 
of the commg revolutionary army, freely kill, bum, pillage, ran- 
som and prey at large on the defenceless flock of proprietors of 
every class and degree.^ 

In this operation each club has its neighbors for allies, ofifeiing 
to them or receiving from them offers of men and money. That 
of Caen tenders its assistance to the Bayeux association for 
hunting out unsworn priests, and to help the patriots of the place 
^'to rid themselves of the tyranny- of their administrators."' 
That of Besan9on declares the three administrative bodies of 
Strasbourg '< unworthy of the confidence with which they have 
been honored," and openly enters into a league with all the clubs 
of the Upper and Lower Rhine, to set fr^e a Jacobin arrested 
as a fomenter of insurrections.' Those of the Puy-de-Ddme andi 
neighboring departments depute to and establish at Clermont a 
central club of direction and propagandism.^ Those of the 
Bouches-du-Rhdne treat with the commissioners of the depart- 
ments of Drdme, Gard, and H^rault, to watch the . Spanish 
fit)ntier, and send delegates of their own to see to the state of 

1 ** The Ficndi Rerolution,'' L 344 aad fdlowfaig pagts. Many other facts oonld \m 
added to those dted in this volume.—" Arddres Natiooidea," F^ 3,3x9. Letter of M. Nci^ 
administrator of Haute-Garonne, Fd». 37, 1793. "The cons t it u tional priests and die dnb ol 
the canton of Montestruc suggested to dhe inhabitants that all die abettors of unsworn priests 
and of azistocntts should be put to rsnsom and laid under contribution."— C£ ', 3f X93» (Aveyw 
lon), F^ 3,971 (Tam), etc 

* "Archives Nationales,** F^ 3,so(x Letter of the syndfc-attomey of Bayeux, May 14, 
X79S, and letter of die B^reux Directoiy, May sx. " Tlie dubs should be sdioob of patit 
otism: they hove become the terror of it If diis scandalous struggle against die knr and 
legitimate audiority does not soon cease liberty, aoonstitution, and safifguaids for the F^ranck 
people win no longer exist** 

s " Archives Nationales," F^ 3,953. Letters of the Directory of the Bas-Rhin, April ^6^ 
1799, and of Dietrich, Mayor of Strasbourg, May 8. (The Strasbourg dub had pubOdy 
!nvited the dtisens to take up arms, "to vigorously pnmie priests and administrafeois.")— > 
Letter of the Besan^on dub to M. Dietrich, May 3. " If the Constitution depended 00 dis 
patriotism or the perfidy of a few magistrates in one department, like that of die Bas*Rfaii^ 
Cor instancy we might pay you some attentioo, and all the freemen of the empize would diSB 
stoop to crush 3rou." — ^Thexefore die Jacobin dubs of the Upper and Lower Rhiae send tfaiw 
dqmties to the Paris dub. 

^Mpniieur, XIL 558, May 19, 1799. "Letter addressed through patriotic JounaHsiB t» 
■n dubs of the Friends of the Constitution by the patriotic oeottal sodety, fonned at < 
^Femad," (Thm h the same centr sHMri o n between Lyom and Bosde ouj^ ) 
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the fortifications of FiguiSres,' — ^There is no recourse to the crim- 
inal tribunals. In forty departments, these are not yet installed j 
in the forty-three others, they are cowed, silent, or lack money 
and men to enforce their decisions.* 

Such is the foundation of the Jacobin State, a confederation ' 
of twelve hundred oligarchies, which manoeuvre their proletariat 
clients in obedience to the word of command despatched from 
Paris. It is a complete, organized, active State, with its central 
government, its armed force, its official journal, its regular corre- 
spondence, its declared policy, its established authority, and its 
representative and local agents ; the latter are actual administra- 
tors alongside of administrations which are abolished, or athwar* 
administTations which are brought under subjection.— In vain do 
the latest ministers, good clerks and honest men, try to fiilfiU 
their duties; their bj unctions and remonstrances are only so 
much waste paper.' They resign in despair, declaring that, " in 
this overthrow of all order, ... in the present weakness 
of the pubhc forces, and in the degradation of the constituted 
auAorities, ... it is impossible for them to maintain the 
Ufe and energy of the vast body, the members of wnich are 
paralysed." — When the roots of a tree are laid bare, it is easy to 
cut it down ; now that the Jacobins have severed them, a push 
cm the trunk suffices to bring the tree to the ground. ,Ji 



1\ j,ijt. Rapon of Cob 



A((l ^ 1791.— C£ Dumourio, book IL ch. *. lie diA M Nmlci wnta to nd onBii. 
lliiiiiii [ri liiiimrt ilir fi Iiiii nfllir ITr ^'liiilirirr 

■JfdrflHi-, X. 4n RcporteTU. dUer, MlnbtsoT die lUBfar, filL tl^i}93. "In 
■H the deputmenli frBBdoo of vtnhip hu becD moR cr tea vioUftA . , Th«a wtu 
hold pcnrer era dKd bcfin dw tribmuliof Ibe people u thev eAemlv,'*— On the Adiol mud 
bMn>nsIviBleHieatflh*KiiigudhI>imniiIen,CC«>ria)ir,XI.ti (Dk-si, ini|, 
km of the HJoiaa' of Fbiocst.— XIL xa (April 13, tTva), npon 1/ 'iat IGnitta of the 
Intcriv.— XIIL 53 (Jnlr^, ini), letter oflhc MioUlerorjuitn. 

• llc>tiiiier^TnMX,II. 3*^ Lroef of die DinOoiT of the BiuiM Pyrfaac^ Jtm 15. 
iTjc— "AieUva Nuiaalii,'' P', 1,900. Letter of the Diirctorr t£ Cdnda ts Ao Ufa- 
Ittf of die InKrii*, Aug. ). "Weut nolicenli of theloDt ot 
xnt.«>3. Dedndorf U.deJolr, >°i<>i>ter,ii 
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CHAPTER VIL 

tais. — I. Pressure of the Assembly on the King.— Ifii tsIo 
foid or eladed. — His ministers insnlted and driven cwaj.— The nsnipttioBt 
of his Girondist ministry.— He removes them. — ^Insnrrectiooarj prepim- 
tkms.— II. The floating and poor population of Paris. — Disposition of &• 
workmen. — Effect of poverty and want of work.^Eflfect of Jaodbin prrach 
ing. — The revolutionary army. — Character of its reviews. — ^Its first review.— 
Its actual effective force. — IIL Its leaders. — ^Tlieir oommitlee. — ^How Aey 
created excitement. — IV. The 20th of June. — The progrunme. — The mvs* 
ler.- The procession before the Assembly.^Imiptioa into the chAtetn.— 
The King in the presence of the people. 

I. 

Previous to this the tree was so shaken as to be already totter- 
ing at its base. — Reduced as the King's prerogative is, the 
Jacobins still continue to contest it, depriving him of even its 
shadow. At the opening session they refuse to him the titles of 
Sire and Majesty; to them he is not, in the sense of the consti- 
tution, a hereditary representative of the French people, but "a 
high functionary," that is to say, a mere employee, fortunate 
enough to sit in an equally good chair alongside of the president 
of the Assembly, whom they style " president of the nation." * 
The Assembly, in their eyes, is sole sovereign, "while the other 
powers," says Condorcet, "can act legitimately only when 
specially authorised by a positive law; the Assembly may do 
anything that is not formally prohibited to it by the law,"* in 
other words, interpret the constitution, then change it, take it to 
pieces, and do away with it Consequently, in defiance of the 
constitution, it takes upon itself the initiation of war, and, on 
rare occasions, on the King using his veto, it sets this aside, or 

> MoniUnr^ X. 39 and following pages (sesnons of Oct 5 and 6, 1791). Speeches by 
Chabot, Couthon, Lequinio, and Vergniaad.— ^ifmwfv d4 F^rmnet, Oct 15. Speech fay 
RobespieiTe, May 17, XTpa "The king is not the nadon's rspresentadfe^ hot ili dsrit V 
CL Ernest Hamel» <* Vie de Robespierre.** 
»MimdXkmr, XUI. 97 (sawon of Ji4y 6^ iT^t) 

xj8 
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allows it to be set asi<le.> In vain he r^ects, as be has >. legal 
right to do, the decrees which sanction the persecution of 
unsworn ecclesiastics, which confiscate the property of the imi- 
grh, and which establish a camp around Paris. At the sugges- 
tion of the Jacobin deputies,* the unsworn ecclesiastics are put 
on the limits, expelled, or imprisoned by the municipalities and 
Directories ; the estates and mansions of the hnigris and of their 
relatives are abandoned without resistance to the jaequeries; the 
camp around Paris is replaced by the summoning of the Feder- 
ates to Paris. In short, the monarch's sanction is eluded or 
dispensed with. — As to his ministers, "they are merely clerks of 
thf. Legislative Body decked with a royal leash."* In fiill 
session they are maltreated, reviled, grossly insulted, not merely 
B8 lackeys of bad character, but as confirmed malefactors. They 
are interrogated at the bar of the house, forbidden to leave Paris 
before their accounts are examined ; their papers are overhauled ; 
their most guarded expressions and most meritorious acts are 
held to be criminal; denunciations against them are provoked; 
their subordinates are incited to rebel against them ; * committees 
to watch them and caluminate them are appointed; the perspec- 
tive of a scafibld is placed before them in every relation, acts or 

■ BwAd ct Kniz, XIIL 6i, Jul 16, i^ga. The Kui| in ha wwIIt mild ny alb l)w 
fffT**f** of du AaemUf to the uirpatiaa il ii commiDiiig. " Tba fixm adopted \tf ytw B 
' 'le pAvky of the -w^rirt* 



KlLjf. Lwtnofthodtpnly YtfntTBTtollnD lmJMy ofPoubi; "The Diitc. 
' I tba fHAtot ut yvp x j ^f'***' tba lediligtu, uid, 
ckL, fellow IhA mm3l DuiLed oat iq Am d«nc- II 

» of ihe Oimtay th* Una Im In Rcaune 

to thd Nadoful lammMEf, vhkh in all pnbalnliEjr iriQ aflbrd k % ihebv agiiBit miDiittml 
a of Apia ij). lUpon of Roknd, H 
, at diB dug ioKt** . . - . 

putihemca ibc lb 
*MirmnJil'rmma. Feb. ,j. 

•JfMHw, X.44o(H(unotN(rr.c^i79i). A Icttv itf U. SoDthcn, IHncttr tf A* 
Hbl at PaiH, b nad, " comptuDiaa of an ailiniy <nkr, Aat sf th* tSJxitia of A* !>• 
Mrior, to repott hioueir u Fib od the islh of thi* Buuh, Bada penahr of ifiiiiiBial " 
lanaid tuppoia dn chugs: "H. Soulhon," ha layi, "it hsa atiroric od a my circuBb 
■tantul d m UDCiMkin of the MiniitEr of the Inlsiv, (Applauas from die giUeiEi.) If dd- 
■cm who an tcalooi enoofh lo oukc war on alniHe are atnt back to Ihar departinaiB wo 
ihall oeyET hive damnciatioDL" [Theapplaiae u renewed.)— /Ml^.X. ;a4 (leeianafNoT 
■g). Speech b<r Inud: " Our muiiitai max know that we ue not iuU;r Btiifiedwiib lfa« 
conduct of each of tbem ^icpfalcd appUmeJ; dial beaccdbrth they muit umply chwsc 
Iktween public graliEudd and the vengeance of die law, and that our uoilerviasdiDg of ihe 
vonl THptm^iiiiy k death.'* [The applauH b renewed. J— The AuesjD\^ w^rfk ^^wa -£^«h^ 
H be irintad and nai sub Eha dcpaitiaKin,— d Xl\. 7^ 1^ as. 
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threats of accusation being passed against them, as well as against 
their agents, on the shallowest pretexts, accompanied with such 
miserable quibbling,^ and such an evident &lsification of &cts 
and texts that the Assembly, forced by the evidence, twice 
reverses its hasty decision, and declares those innocent whom it 
had condemned the evening before.' Nothing is of any avaO, 
neither their strict fulfillment of the law, their submission to the 
committees of the Assembly, nor their humble attitude before 
the Assembly itself; " they are careful now to treat it politely and 
avoid the galleys." ' — But this does not suffice. They must 
become Jacobins ; otherwise the high court of Orleans will be 
for them as for M. Delessart, the ante-room to the bagnio and 
the guillotine. "Terror and dismay," says Vergniaud, pointing 
with his finger to the Tuileries, '^ have often issued in the name 
of despotism in ancient times from that famous palace ; let them 
to-day go back to it in the name of law."* 

Even with a Jacobin Minister, terror and dismay are perma- 
nent Roland, Clavi^res, and Servan not only do not -shield the 
King, but they give him up, and, under their patronage and with 
their connivance, he is more victimised, more harassed, and more 
vilified than ever before. Their partisans in the Assembly take 
turns in traducing him, while Isnard proposes against him a most 
insolent address.^ Shouts of death are uttered in finont of his 
palace. An abb6 or soldier is unmercifully beaten and dragged 
into the Tuileries basin. One of the gunners of the Guard 
reviles the queen like a fish woman, and exclaims to her, ^' How 
glad I should be to clap your head on the end of my bayonetl"* 

I MomUnr^ XI. 603. (SeaBion of March xa Speech fay Brinot, to secure a decree of aoc» 
ntlon against M. Delessart, Minister of Foreign Affiurs.) M. Delessart is a "petfidioai 
man," for having stated in a despatch that " the Constitution, widx the great ouyority of Um 
nation, has become a sort of religion which is embraced with the greatest enthusiasm.*' 
Brissot denotmces these two expressions as inadequate and anti-patriotk:. — IbitL^ XII. 43S 
(session of May 20). Speech by Guadet: " Larivi&re, ihe Jugt-dt-^aix, has cooticted him- 
self of the basest and most atrocious of passions, in having desired to usurp the pofwer v^iidi 
the Constitution has placed in the hands of the National Assembly."— I do not bcfieve that 
Laubardemont himself could have composed anything equal to these two speeches. C£ XIL 
«6a (session of May 33). Speech by Brissot and one by Cvonsonn6 on the Austrian f*M"r^r 
tee. The feebleness and absurdity of their argument is incredible. 

* Affiurs of the Minister Duport-Dutertre and of the Ambassador to Vienna, M. de Nonfllai. 
^Mtrcurt de Fra$tct^ March 10, 1792. 

* Momteur^ XL 607 (session of March xo). 

* MomteHT, XI I. 396 (session of May 15). Isnard's address Is die ground-plan of Rolswfa 
/ajDous letter.— C£ /a$nm, the sessions of the Assembly duxinc the Ginwdisl okBktKft 09^ 

dMlfy titoae of May ig and dcy June St etc 
^VamoadeM^ '' JjC^bmIn^'' book fiL di. ^ 
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—The King is suppoBed to be broken down under tiiis double 
oressure of the Legislative Body and the street ; they rely on his 
accustomed docility, or, at least, on his radical inertia; they 
think that they have converted him into what Condorcet once 
demanded, a signature machine.^ Consequently, without notify- 
ing him, just as if the throne were vacant, Servan, on his own 
authority, proposes to the Assembly the camp around Paris. 
Roland, for his part, reads to him at a full meeting of the coimdl 
an arrogant, pedagogical remonstrance, scrutinising his senti- 
ments, informing him of his duties, calling upon him to accept the 
new ^^ religion," to sanction the decree against unsworn ecclesi- 
astics, that is to say, to condenm to beggary, imprisonment, and 
transportation 70,000 priests and nuns guilty of orthodoigr, and 
authorise the camp around Paris, which means, to put his throne, 
his person, and his £imily at the mercy of 20,000 madmen, chosen 
by die clubs and other assemblages expressly to do him harm ; ' in 
short, to discard at once his conscience and his common sense.-— 
Strange enough, the royal will this time remains staunch. The 
Ring not only refuses to do this, but he dismisses his ministers. 
So much the worse for him, for sign he must, cost what it will; 
if he insists on remaining athwart their path, they will march 
over him. — Not because he is dangerous, and thinks of abandon- 
ing his legal immobility. Up to the loth of August, through a 
dread of action, and not to kindle a civil war, he rejects all plans 
leading to an open rupture. Up to the very last day he resigns 
himself, even when his personal safety and that of his ^unily is 
at stake, to constitutional law and public common sense. Before 
dismissmg Roland and Servan, he desires to furnish some striking 
proof of his pacific intentions by sanctioning the dissolution of his 
guard and disarming himself not only for attack but for defence; 
henceforth he sits at home and awaits the insurrection with which 
he is daily menaced ; he resigns himself to everything, except 
drawing his sword; his attitude i3 that of a Christian in the 
amphitheatre.' 

1 "Letter of a ]roimg mrrhanirian,** proposbg to make a consdtutioiial Idng, whidi» "bj 
means of a spring, would reoeiire fixnn t3ie hands of the xuesident of the Assembly a Hst of 
nrfnitms designated by the minority " (1791). 

^Mcmiteur, XI. 436 Session of May 19). Speech by Lasouroe: "Coold not ddngs be 19 
■nanged ss to haTe a coosidciable force near enough to the capital to terrify and keep inadb* 
the factions, Uie intriguen^ Uie tiaitoo who are plotting perfidious plans in ita botmBkik^dBi&r 
lent with the maaoetnrres of oatrido cnemkat" 
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The proposition of a camp around Paris, however, draws out 
a protest from 8,000 Paris Nadonal Guards. La&yette de* 
nounces to the Assembly the usurpations of the Jacobins; the 
faction sees that its reign is threatened by this uprousal and the 
union of the friends of order. A blow must be struck. This 
has been in preparation for a month past, and to renew the dayi 
of October 5th and 6th, the materials are not lacking. 

II. 

Paris always has its interloping, floating population. A hundred 
diousand of the needy, one-third of these from the departments, 
*^ beggars by race," those whom R6tif de la Bretonne had already 
seen pass his door, Rue de Bi^vre, on the 13th of July, 1789, 
on their way to join their fellows on the faubourg St Antoine,^ 
along with them << those frightful raftsmen," pilots and dock-hands, 
bom and brought up in the forests of the Niivre and the Yonne, 
actual savages accustomed to wielding the pick and the axe, be- 
having like cannibals when the opportunity ofifers,' and who will be 
found foremost in the ranks when the September days come; 
alongside of these stride their female companions *' barge-women 
who, soured by toil, see nothing, like animals, but the place and the 
time," and who, three months earlier, pillaged the grocer-shops.' 
All this ''is a formidable crowd which, every time that it stirs, 
seems to declare that the last day of the rich and the well-to-do 
has come and that our turn comes to-morrow when we shall all 
sleep on down." — Still more alarming is the attitude of the steady 
workmen, especially in the ^ubourgs. Bread is not so dear as on 

■od perfectly resigned. On the 19th he wrote to his confessor: 'Come, sir; never lurve I had 
•o much need of yxva conso l a t ions. I am done with men ; I must now turn my eyes to 
haKven. Sad erents are announced for to-morrow. I riiall have courage."*— "Letters da 
Cord au Proposalle de Smyme" (translated by M. de Queux de Ste. Hilaixe^ p. 145. May i :) 
" The court is in peril every moment Do not be surprised if I write you some day that diia 
onhappy king and his wife are assassinated.*' 

t R6tif de la Bretonne, "Nuits de Paris,*' VoL XVI. (analysed by Lacroix in *<Bibliodi6qiM 
de R^tif de la Bretonne *' ).— R6tif is the man m Paris who Uved the moat in die streets and 
had the most intercourse with the low class. 

'"Ardiives Nationales," F', 3,276. Leuer from the Directory of Qamecy, March ay, 
and offidal report of the dvil commissioners, March 31, 1799, on the riot of die mftmen. 
Ttaco, their captain, lumed with a cudgd ten feet long, compelled quiet people to narA 
along with him, threatening to knock them down ; he tried to get the head of Peyide^ die 
cleric of the Faiis dealers in wood. " I shall have a good supper to-^uf^** he 
**!«: the head of that b-^ PeyiUer is a fat one, and m stick it b my pot t " 

■Lettersof CocaI,p. xa6. '* ThbpiOaging has lasted three dayi» Jan. a^^g^i 
9V «qpacr ADa iuMir to Aonr dmilar riots still more tonSble.** 
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the 5th of October, but there is greater impoverisbmenL The pro- 
duction of articles of luxury is at a standstill for three years, while 
the artisan out of employraent has consumed his small savings. 
Since the ruin of St. Domingo and the pillaging of grocers' shops 
colonial products are dear ; the carpenter, the mason, the lock- 
smith, the market- porter, no longer has his early cup of coffee,' 
while they grumble every morning at the thought of their patriot- 
ism being rewarded by an increase of privations. 

But more than all this they are now Jacobins, and after nearly ' 
three years of preaching, the dogma of popular sovereignty has 
taken deep root in their unoccupied brains. " In these groups," 
writes a police commissioner, " the Constitution is held to be use- 
less and the people alone are the law. Tiie citizens of Paris OD 
the public square think themselves the people, populus, what we 
call the universality of citizens.'" — It is of no use to tell them 
that, alongside of Paris, there is a France. Danton has shown 
them that the capital " is composed of citizens belonging one way 
or another to the eighty-three departments; that it has a better 
chance than any other place to appreciate ministerial conduct; 
that it is the first sentinel of the nation," which makes them con- 
fident of being right,' — It is of no use to tell them that there are 
better-informed and more competent authorities than themselves. 
Robespierre assures them that " in the matter of genius and dvism 
the people are infallible, whilst every one else is subject to mis- 
takes," * and here they are sure of their capacity. — In their own 
eyes they are the legitimate, competent authorities for all France, 
and, during three years, the sole theme their courtiers of the 
press, tribune, and club, vie with each other in repeating to them, 
A the expression of the Due de Villeroy to Louis XIV. when a 
cliild : " Look my master, behold this great kingdom ! It is all 
for you, it belo gs to you, you are its master ! " — Undoubtedly, to 
swallow and digest such gross irony people must be half-fools or 
half-brutes ; but it is just their capacity for self-deception which 
separates them from the sensible or passive crowd and forms them 

•Merder ("Tafalau de Fbu'') luul *]nu!y noticed befan the RnolatkB Ifafa hutat of th« 
PnUnp wDrlfmAn, BpedaHy amoog ihc lowest dau of wodcmoL 

■ Umimer.TeniMiii, I. 346 (letter of JuH ti, 1799). 

• Buchei a Roui, VIII. ij (laBoii oT the Nitioiul Auemblr, Not. %a, 1793). Padtka 
pnenled by Dunton b tbe uuiie it the foRr^eiglil lecdoni of Padi, 

•Bucheict Roui, XIV. aaKAxf, 179>)- Article by Robapierrt igikn the fte dcawd 
b hoDoi of Si iT TO'—" , Haycr of »>— "t-^ niiJamJ b ■ dot'. " BtomanaTifc ^IM 
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into a band whose ascendency is irresistible. Alone convinced 
of a street mob being sovereign under the same title that the na- 
tion is sovereign in its assemblies, they alone form street mobs, and 
they find themselves kings because by virtue of their self-suffidenc] 
and lack of reason they believe in dieir royalty. 

Such is the new power which, in the early months of the ]reai 
1792, starts up alongside of the legal powers. It is not foreseen 
by the Constitution ; nevertheless it exists and declares itself; it is 
visible and its recruits can be counted. On the 29th of April| 
<¥ith the Assembly consenting, and contrary to law, Aree bat- 
^ons from the faubourg St Antoine, about 1500 men,' march in 
three columns into the chamber, one of which is composed of (u* 
sileers and the other two of pikemen, ^^ their pikes being finom 
eight to ten feet long," of formidable aspect and of all sorts, *' pikes 
with laurel leaves, pikes with clover leaves, pikes h earkt^ pikes with 
turn-spits, pikes with hearts, pikes with serpents' tongues, pikes 
with forks, pikes with daggers, pikes with three prongs, pikes widi 
battle-axes, pikes with claws, pikes with sickles, lance-pikes cover- 
ed with iron prongs.'' On die other side of the Seine three battalions 
fix>m the £iubourg St. Marcel are composed and armed in the same 
&shion. This constitutes a kernel oif 3,000 combatants and there 
are perhaps 3,000 more in other quarters of Paris. Add to these 
in each of the sixty battalions of the National Guard the gunners, 
almost all of them blacksmiths, locksmiths and horse-shoers, also 
the majority of the genaarmes, old soldiers discharged for insub- 
ordination and naturally inclined to rioting, in all an army of about 
9,000 men, not counting the usual accompaniment of vagabonds 
and mere bandits; ignorant and eager, but men who do their woric, 
well armed, formed into companies, ready to march and ready to 
strike. Alongdde of the talking authorities we have the veritable 
force that acts, for it is the only one which does act As former- 
ly, the pretorian guard of the Caesars in Rome, or the Turkish 
guards of the Caliphs of Bagdad, it is henceforth mistress of the 
capital, and through the capital, of the State. 

^M^mtntr^ XIL 254.--AccoFding to the royal almanac of 1793 the Phm mtional guaxd 
eompriaes 32,000 men, divided into sixty battalions, to which must be added die i^— B*«"«r cf 
pOtaoen, spontaneously organised and composed, especially of the nco-«ctiv« citiaeat.— Ot 
fa **Le* R^Tolutioai de Paris," Prodhomme's jouraal, the engxaviagi ntkh r B fiirt tUi 
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III. 

As the troops aw bo are thdr leaders. Bulls must have drav- 
era to conduct them, one degree superior to the biute but only 
one degree, dressed, talking and acting in accoidance with the 
occupation, without dislikes or scniples, naturally or willfiilly haid- 
ened, fertile in jockeyings and in the expedients of the sUughtO'- 
house, themselves belonging to the people or pretending to belong 
to them. Santeire is a brewer of the faubourg St. Antoine, com- 
mander of the battalion of" En/ants TVmvJs," tall, stout and osten- 
tatious, with stentorian lungs, shaking the hana of everybody he 
meets in the street, and when at home treating everybody to a 
drink paid for by the Duke of Orleans.' Legends is an ezduble 
butcher, who even in the Convention m^tfuns hb butchering 
traits. There are three or four foreign adventurers, adapted to 
all slaying operations, uMng the sabre or the bayonet without 
warning people to get out of the way. Rotonde, the first one, is 
an Italian, a teacher of English and professional rioter, who, con- 
victed of murder and robbery, is to end his days in Piedmont oo 
the gallows. The second, I^azowski, is a Pole, a former dandy, 
a conceited fop, who, with Sclave &cility, becomes the barest of 
naked sans-culoUa; formerly enjoying a sinecure, then suddenly 
turned out in the street, and shouting in the clubs against his pro- 
tectors whom he sees put down ; he is dected captain of the gun- 
ners of die battalitm St. Marcel, and is to be one of die September 
Blaughteiers. His drawing-room temperament, however, is not 
rigorous enough for the part he plays in the streets, and at die 
end of a year be is to die, consumed by a fever and by brandy. 
The third is another chief slaughterer at the September massacres. 
Foumier, known as the American, a tarsatx planter, who has 
brought with him from St Dommgo a contempt for human life; 
" with his livid and sinister countenance, his moustache, his triple 
bdt of pistols, his coarse language, his oaths, he looks like a pi- 
rate."* By their side we encounter a litde hump-backed lawyei 
named Cuirette-Veni^res, an everlasting talker, who, on the 6th 
of October, 1 789, paraded the dty on a large white horse and B&rx- 
wards pleaded for Marat, which two qualifications with his Punch 
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figure, fuQjr estabEsh him in the popular imagination ; lua b(nrta>> 
OUS crew, moreover, who hold nocturnal meetings at Santeirc's, 
needed a penraan and he probably fliniished them with their st)4e. 
—This conventicle comprises other trusty penooB still more sub- 
ordinate, " Briire, wine-dealer, Nicolas, a sapper in the ' Enfantt 
Thntv^s' battalion, Conor, claiming to be one of the victon of 
the Bastille," ' Rossignol, an old soldier and afterward a journey- 
man-jeweller, who, after presiding at the massacres of La Force, 
is to become an improvised general and display his incapacity, 
debauchery, and thievery throughout La Vendfe. "There are 
yet more of them," Huguenin undoubtedly, a ruined ex-lawyor, 
afterwards carbineer, then a deserter, next a banier-clerk, now 
serving as "straw-bail" for the faubourg St. Honor£ and finally 
president of the September commune; there was also, doubtless, 
Sl Hunige alias /?w Aifam, the great growler of the Palais-Royal, 
a marquis fallen into the gutter, drinking with and dressing like a 
common poiter, always flourishing an enormous club and followed 
by the riffi-afT.' — These are all the leaders. The Jacobins of the 
muoidpality and of the Assembly con&ne their support of the en^ 
teipiise to conniving at it and to giving it their encouragement* 
It is better for the insurrection to seem spontaneous. Throu^ 
cautiousness 01 shyness the Girondists, P£tioD, Manuel and Dan- 

■ Budwi CI R«u, XV. 131. Dcdanlian of LanjiM, > voluntea uldia' hi &e Os Sl 
Loub buuEuD.— To thoKwhicli hs num I idd Huguenlii, bcoiuK on tbc a«h of JniM k 
imhkilutT to nud the iKtition of tha riocoi! iIbSl Hiing^ bccaiua ba led the mob irilh 
fiunoTB. — About RouigiM^ Cf. Daubu], " Ia DoidgogH L Pui^'* 3A9 (ma^^Bg to A* 
auncript menoiii of Msd« du Rocha). Hi mche* Fonteuy Aug. n, 1743. *idi Am 
nxpeecntmivc Brnutiotte^ Uddujeo, ooamtrnMrj-gtotni, Aree uyulAjit^ MouHna, HMWd. tbt 
■i- l iriaM , GnBuaoot, lu ei-nctoi, ud Kvcnl pronitutei. " Tbe pretlieB ihaTed bs bad 
wtABDurbotteuid RcangnoL" Thcf lodge ia ■ maiuiDii En wludi Mali ue ■find. "Tb* 
Mik wae broken, taA Jewebr, Airatct, tnd female l^l|l^T^ win co n fticm t cd lor the benefit ol 
Am fanml and hit lollainn. Then wu notbioc skb dan to Aa cndieiy, irindi did nat 
iMcesK diE boolr of Aefo idiMyled tcpublicani." 

■ IfadioD de la Vamms, " HUtoin paitkulifav da trtBOBeai* qid OKI m Ba« en JKla, 
)afllet, lulU, et leptcinbiv, 1791," p. 13. (He knew St. Hun«e penonalljF.) SL Hmos* 
had annied an actrai at Lycoi [01779. On lenin^E to Pufa be kwned tbroogfa diapelsa 
Aal bii wile wu 1 troDoii, and he trailed bs accardiagl;, Enixged, >be bolted up SL Ha- 
f>(^i paat career, and &nmd two durge* agilui him, oae for die robbery uid a— irfiialhai 
(faaaBenEHnhut, and the other for iofanticide: aha obtained hia i u e mJ i aUuii by« )>*fc> 

p fat Ouienton frmi Jao. 14, 17B1. to Deceniber, 1784, ufa^ fes 

n the ou^reak of tbe Rerolutkm. 

X MmiiatisTeniaui, I. ijt md tha lelknrbi p^^r— 
X Letts- ot tbe Abb4 de Piadt, June ai, ij^l "TW 
id for aennd daya, . . The cfBrinc bcfia^ ifo dipaMNt 
o <Brry>oDAK ^^ dbad u ihdt fRM t«bl« h Oa Chans* Brrfa^ nd &tiaMMl PN» 
mu ofwint MBd boa.' 
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ton himself, keep in the background — there is no reason for their 
coming forward. — The rest, affiliated with the people and lost in 
the crowd, are better qualified to render the romance pleasing 
to thdr flock. This romance, adapted to its intellectual limits, 
form and activity, is both simple and sombre, such as children 
like, or rather a melodrama taken from an alien stage in which 
the good appear on one side, and the wicked on the other with an 
ogre or tyrant in the centre, some infamous traitor who is sm^ to be 
unmasked at the end of the piece and punished according to his 
deserts, the whole in grandiloquent tenns and, as a finale, winding 
up with a grand chorus. In the raw brain of an over-exdted 
workman politics find their way only in the shape of rough-hewn, 
highly-colored imagery, such as is furnished by the ManeiiMse, 
the CarmagttoU, and the Qt ira. The requisite motto is adapted 
to his use ; through this misshapen magnifying glass the most gra- 
cious figure appears under a diabolical aspect. Louis XVI. is re- 
presented there "as a monster using his power and treasure to op- 
pose the regeneration of the French. A new Charles IX., he de- 
sires to bring on France death and desolation. Begone, cnid 
man, your crimes must end 1 Damiens was less guilty than thoH 
an I He was punished with the most horrible torture for having 
tried to rid France of a monster, while you, attempting twenty- 
five millions times more, are allowed full immunity 1* Let US 
trample under our feet this simulacre of royalty] Tremble, 
tyiants, Scasvolas are still amongst you I" 

All this is uttered, declaimed or rather shouted, publicly, in fuQ 
dayli^t, under the King's windows, by haranguers moimted on 
chairs, while similar provocations daily emanate from the com- 
mittee installed in Santerre' s establishment, now in the shape of 
placards posted in the faubourgs, now in that of petitions circulated 
in the clubs and sections, now through motions which are gotten 

' if niffrw, XII. 641 (ladon of June ii, 1791, mmdn of M. Delbu, dqnilr) — n* 
BKuUiBaf DudBB n iritnrwrrl by Puuliuu itill Cviog, whiki "OuHa IX.," hj Muii 
CbSnkr, «i It All tbne themosi populu \afxAj. — "TliB Fmich pelvic." vfi M. Fer- 
rifat* (L jj), " mnt (WIT bum In n:prtieiadaa sga (at migeuoe init EomiBited with ■ 
AIM Ibr bkxxL Ai the cod of Ae <nirih act 1 lugubrioui bcU innoniiea ilw momeoi of &■ 
iiHiVBat, ifid tho mudBiicc, drmwing In iti breath nghbi; and pujun^ rmioualj excUinu 
■ileDce' iObdceI u iffoaring thai die •ouod of tha death-knell hadoottfirTcd the hcait to iti 
jerj depthi."— " R*™laIioni de Paiij," nomber for Jooeij, 179a. '"The ipcaken, undo 
Ibn bD. dlitribuled their pun unongH Iheauelve^" one agaiiM &a naB^ asuiheT usauM 
prieati, uLothcr a^init Jodge^ dcpartiDent, ajid Iho mlnUttr^ Bud vpedoUT dw kin^ 
"5>ome there arc, and ve agieeln thii with the nbwrDelbu]^ who pva dH aaaar^vtlV 
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up " among the groups in the Tuileries, in die Falais-Royal, ia 
die Place de Gr^ve and especiBll7 on the Place de U BastiDe:" 
After the ad of June the leaden fbnnded a new club in the 
dinrch of the "Enfants Dvuvh" that they mig^t have their 
jpedal laboratory and thus do their work on the spot* Like 
Plato's demagogues, they understand their bo^ess. They have 
discovered the cries best calculated to s^ the popular animal in 
a tremor, what gives him umbrage, what charm attracts him, 
what road it is necessary he should follow. Once drawn in and 
under way, he will march blindly on, borne along by hu own 
involuntary inspiration and crushing with his mass all that ha 
encounters on his path. 

IV. 
The charm is well selected and well presented. It consists in 
celebiating the anniversary of the oath of the Tennis-court A 
tree of Liberty will be planted on the terrace of the FeuOlants 
.and "petitions relating to drcumstances " will be presented in 
I the Assembly and then to the King. As a precaution, and to 
' inqxise on the ill-disposed, the petidooeis provide themselves 
with arms and line the approaches.* 

A popular procession is an attractive thing, and there are so 
many workmen who do not know what to do with Aemselves ! 
And, agun, it is so pleasant to appear in a patriotic opera while 
many, and especially women and children, want very much to see 
Mon^ur and Madame Veto. People ate invited in from the 
neighboring purlieus.' The prowlers and ragamuffins of the open 
country must certainly join the party, while the numerous body 

fcaboBf 9t Ibntl (npsit aC Snint-Pru, o 
"MJDili rirojui B»aqHB imdl ■ dub wi opciml u 
ndMd uA *rfd«d TUt diil« whic' ' ' 

■mnki ud idiH ot^an (Jiraa i6). Tlie M 
b*l«n "TlwiKliliaiien.oalHnlaadiiidmBan.kndlrilacluelkitll 
tn ft«m ■HHnWing in «■■' (BDcba a Roui, XV. ho, tOiM i^on tj U- 

Wiiilil TTin lini"-|-r'-]r -^^ nr"'-' g; 'i tlii i nil -f J liiiiiii Tij niiiiriiw 

rnnm L 3W ud fcOowliif pafa. Tha [fincip*! docwDenB an lomul fai KgntaHr 

Til— ii^ta"I.'Hl«timPiiltnm«ira"rfBiuhMttItoia,«Bdlaih«Jt«BwJt<hin>>>llh«. 
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of Parisian loafers, the loungeis that join every spectacle can be 
relied on, ind the inquisitive who, even in our time, gather by 
hundreds along the quays, following a dog that has chanced 
to tumble into the river. All this forms a heedless troop will- 
ing to follow a leader of any kind. — ^At five o'clock in the morn- 
ing on the 20th of June gatherings are already formed in the tau- 
boui^ St Antoine and St. Marcel, consisting of National Guards, 
pikemen, catmoneers with their cannon, persons armed with sabres 
or dubs, and women and children. A notice, indeed, just posted 
on the walls, prohibits any assemblage, and the municipal officers 
appear in their scarti and command or entreat the crowd not to 
break the law.* But, in the popular brain, ideas are as tenacious 
as they ate short-lived. People count (Hi a civic procesmon and 
get up eariy in the morning to attend to it ; the cannon are dragged 
out, the tree is put on wheels and all is ready for the ceremony i 
evtxjhoAy takes a holiday and none are disposed to go back into 
die hous& Besides, their intentions are all right They know thr 
law as weD as the dty officials ; they are " aimed solely to have it 
observed and respected." Finally, other armed petitionee have 
already filed along before the National Assembly, and, as one if 
as good as another, " the law being equal for all," others must be 
admitted as well. In any event they, too, will ask permission of 
the National Assembly and they go expressly. This is the last and 
the best aigoment of aH, and to prove to the city officials that they 
have no desire to engage in a riot, they beg them to join the pro- 
cession and march along with them. 

Meanwhile, time passes. In a crowd irritated by delay, die 
most im[)atient, the rudest, those most inclined to commit vio- 
lence, always lead the rest — At the head-quarters of the Val- 
de-Gr&ce* the pikemen seize the cannon and drag them along; 
the National Guards let things take their course ; Saint-Prix 
and Leclerc, the officers to command, threatened with death, 
have nothing to do but to yield with a protest. — ^There is the 
same state of things in the Montreuil section; the resistance 

• Repoticr Ukemanidpil ofBcxn Psrni (7 i/clai ta tfia nnlsK), Sarfeu (8 o'dUch), 
UOBcbo, Guard, md Tboaui (9 a'clock). 

> Report of SaintPni, coiDnundBiit of the ViUe-Gtia laniHat (10 o'clock fa the man. 
bflj. — Report of Alexandre, comnundiog the Sl MjuccI hatrjlimi, "The vbtAt K*t^>i^ 
wv bf no Qieaiu RJuly to majch." — Ofijdal teporl dT tbe Monuqii] tcctuo. Boapaa. Iht 
ViBBUidv, coacludm 10 march anlf under pnMot ud lo trold •vimiit U«A. 
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of four out of six of the battalion officer* merely scrred to 
give full power to the instigator of the insuirection, and henceforth 
Santeire becomes the sole leader of the assnnblage. About half- 
past elerea he leaves his breweiy, and, followed by cannon, the 
flag, and the truck which bears the poplar tiee, he places him- 
self at the head of the procession " consisting of about fifteen hun- 
dred persons including the bystanders."' Like a ball of snow, 
however, the troop grows as it marches along until, on reaching 
the National Assembly, Santeire has behind him from seven to 
eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud move that the 
petitionee be introduced ; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
bastic and threatening addres'i, denounces the ministiy, the King, 
the accused at Orleans, the deputies of the " Right," demands 
"blood," and informs the Assembly that the people "on its fi«t" 
is ready to do itself justice.* Then, with drtmis beating and bands 
playing, the multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
chamber under the eyes of Santeire and Saint-Huruge. Here 
and there a few files of the National Guard pass mingled with 
the crowd and lost in "the moving forest of pikes "j all the rest 
is pure populace, "hideous faces,"* says a deputy, on which 
poverty and misconduct have left their marks, ragged fellows 
" without coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of ways, 
with auguTs and shoe-knives ^stened on sticks, one with a saw 
on a pole ten feet long, women and diildren, some of them brand- 
ishing silbres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, Vivent Us Sans Culottes/ and, on a pitch-fbik, 
the heart of a calf with this inscription, Gtur d'aristocrate, both 
significant emblems of grim humor and such as naturally arise in 
the minds of butchers or of a libeller for a political carnival, — This, 

■ Deposdoii gC Lue^nie, iiroIunuaioldHroflbellBSt Loibi hUUEon. 
' Dcpontion oT H. Wirinnholl lieuieiuint-scDcnL— "ConapoBdaDceaf Uinban and IL 
ie b MiTdt-" Leticr oT H. de Mobuhotui, Jdsc it. "A[ tw« a'dock tbe aMh wfai 

*MmlUur, XII. 1■L^. " Whit ■ mUoTlane fbr Ibe beemsi vha bin nnrfsicd Adr 
powcn to yuu, (n find Ihnniclvn reduced ratheeniel ncccadlyof dlpfdagdwIrlBBdibilta 
btcoit of cmipinton t ' etc—The chanrte' of the lecdoi k aiJiiiimit b Adr tcfm. Tha 
ilnlloir HiilM who drew up the iddreu di 1 not evan know lbs meuint sT voidi. "Il* 
peopla B villi [[, ud inboidii uTnon ■oanini thw that if cnwnal decpott. Tk»lim* 
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indeed, it is, for many have been drinking and are intoxicated.' 
A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. Ii 
traversing the chamber they sing p7 ira and dance in the inter 
vals. They at the same time make a profession of dvism b] 
shouting Vhfe Us patrioUs! A bos le Veto I They fraternise, aj 
they pass along, with the "true blue" deputies of the "Left" 
they jeer those of the "Right" and shake their fists at them; one 
of these, known by his tall stature, is told that his business will b( 
settled for him the first opportunity.* Thus do they display thei 
co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything 
even against the Assembly. — ^And yet, with the exception of ai 
iron-railing burst in by the crowd and an irruption on the terrace o 
the " Feuillants," no act of violence was committed. The Pari 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of frenzy, is rathe 
voluble an^, cockney than ferocious; besides, thus far, no one ha< 
ofiered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue; ' at four o'clock the] 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The humai 
stream issuing fi-om the Assembly and emptying itself into th( 
Carrousel remains there stagnant and seems ready to return to it 
ordinary channels. — ^This is what the leaders have no idea of 
Santerre, on arriving with St. Huruge, cries out to his men 
"Why didn't you enter the chiteau ? You must go in — that i 
what we came here for." * A lieutenant of the Val-de-Grfto 
cannoneers shouts: "We have forced open the Carrousel, we mus 
force open the chdteau too ! This is the first time the Val-de-Gritc 

cannoneers march — ^they are not j f ! Come, follow mc 

my men, on to the enemy ! "* Meanwhile, outside the gate, somi 
of the municipal officers selected by Potion amongst the most rev 

t "Chronique des dnquante jours," by Rcederer, syndic-attorney of the deputment 
*Hua, 134. — Bourrienne, "M^oires," I. 49. (He was widi Booaporte in a restanzan 
nie St. Honor6, near the PalaU-Koyal.) " On going out we saw a troop coming from di 
<firection of the market, which Bonaparte estioiated at from 5,000 to 6,000 men, all in ra^ 
and armed in the oddest manner, yelling and shouting the grossest provocations, and toznln 
lowanis tiie Tuileries. It was certainly the vilest and most abject lot that could be found \ 
die fiiuboiirgs. ' Let us follow that rabble,' said Bonaparte to me." They ascend the tetrac 
on the river bank. " I could not easily describe the surprise and indignation which tiha 
•oenes excited in him. He couML nd comywiMaA igariti-^ wJrw n^ %&&> Vsg^ yr w TOTrrt ^^3«,w 
U9n«r heexdsdmed VnaVrad tnnit. *"aw wS^^'Qo»i>ieL'&!tf«^'t»w^>^v^^^j^^ 
4im«/«rf of them ou^ to \»>we V»e» wtstfc ^ ^^ «s»^ 
nnuiins I * " ^ 
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of four out of SIX of the battalion officers merely served to 
give full power to the instigator of the insurrection, and henceforth 
Santerre becomes the sole leader of the assemblage. About half- 
past eleven he leaves his brewery, and, followed by cannon, the 
flag, and the truck which bears the poplar tree, he places him- 
self at the head of the procession " consisting of about fifteen hun- 
dred persons including the bystanders."* Like a ball of snow, 
however, the troop grows as it marches along until, on reaching 
the National Assembly, Santerre has behind him firom seven to 
eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud move that the 
petitioners be introduced ; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
bastic and threatening address, denounces the ministry, the King, 
the accused at Orleans, the d jputies of the " Right," demands 
" blood," and informs the Assembly that the people " on its feet " 
is ready to do itself justice.' Then, with drums beating and bands 
playing, the multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
chamber imder the eyes of Santerre and Saint-Huruge. Here 
and there a few files of the National Guard pass mingled with 
the crowd and lost in "the moving forest of pikes"; all the rest 
is pure populace, "hideous faces,"* says a deputy, on which 
poverty and misconduct have left their marks, ragged fellows 
" without coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of ways, 
with augurs and shoe-knives fastened on sticks, one with a saw 
on a pole ten feet long, women and children, some of them brand- 
ishing sabres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, Vivent les Sans Culottes/ and, on a pitch-fork, 
the heart of a calf with this inscription, Gxur iP aristocrats^ both 
significant emblems of grim humor and such as naturally arise in 
the minds of butchers or of a libeller for a political carnival. — ^This, 

1 Deposition of Lareynie, a volunteer soldier of the He St Louis battalion. 

> Deposition of M. Witinghof, lieutenant-general. — " Correspondence of Mirabeau and 11. 
de la Marck.'* Letter of M. de Montmorin, June 21. "At two o'clock the gadiering 
amounted to 8,000 or 10,000 persons." 

^MotdteuTt XIL 717. "What a misfortune for the freemen who have transferred dxir 
powers to you, to find thenuelves reduced to the cruel necessity of dipping their hands in tfie 
i>lood of consfnrators ! " etc — ^The characte- of the leaders is apparent in their style. TIm 
ihallow scribe who drew up the address di 1 not even know the meanmg of words. "TIm 
people so wills it, and its head is of more account than that of crowned despots. That k§ad 
U ikt gtnealogical tret of tht nation, and be/or* that robust head tht fetble bulrutk tfnttt 
hendi " He has already recited the &ble of " The Oak and the Bulrush," and he kuv/.. ^ 
names of Demosthenes, Qcero, and Catiline. It seems to be the composition of a pr 
tvned author, at a penny a page. 

«Hi]a,'*M6mobes,"i34. 
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, indeed, it is, for many have been drinking and are intoxicated 

j A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. Ii 

traversing the chamber they sing p7 ira and dance in the intei 

I vals. They at the same time make a profession of dvism b; 

( shouting Vive les patrioUsI A bos le Veto! They fraternise, a 

they pass along, with the "true blue" deputies of the "Left" 

k they jeer those of the "Right" and shake their fists at them; on< 

of these, known by his tall stature, is told that his business will b 

^ settled for him the first opportunity.* Thus do they display thei 

co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything 
even against the Assembly. — ^And yet, with the exception of a 
iron-railing burst in by the crowd and an irruption on the terrace c 
the " Feuillants," no act of violence was committed. The Pari 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of fii'enzy, is rathe 
voluble an^ ^cockney than ferocious; besides, thus far, no one ha 
ofiered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue; ' at four o'clock the 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The huma 
stream issuing fi-om the Assembly and emptying itself into th 
Carrousel remains there stagnant and seems ready to return to it 
ordinary channels. — ^This is what the leaders have no idea o: 
Santerre, on arriving with St. Huruge, cries out to his met 
"Why didn't you enter the chiteau ? You must go in — that i 
what we came here for." * A lieutenant of the Val-de-Gr4c 
cannoneers shouts : " We have forced open the Carrousel, we mus 
force open the chdteau too ! This is the first time the Val-de-Grftc 

cannoneers march — ^they are not j f ! Come, follow m< 

my men, on to the enemy ! "^ Meanwhile, outside the gate, som 
of the municipal officers selected by Potion amongst the most rei 

t " Chronique des dnquante jours," by Roederer, syndic-attorney of the deputment 
*Huft, 134. — Bonrrienne, "Mtooires," I. 49. (He was widi Bonaparte in a restatnar 
nie St. Hoaor6, near the Palais-Koyal.) " On going out we saw a troop coming from d 
<firection of the market, which Bonaparte estimated at from 5,000 to 6,000 men, all in raj 
and armed in the oddest manner, yelling and shouting the groeaest provocations, and tomli 
lowanis tiie Tuileries. It was certainly the vilest and moat alject lot that could be found 
die fiuiboitrgs. ' Let us follow that rabble,' said Bonaparte to me." They ascend the terra 
on the liver bank. " I cotdd not easily describe the surprise and indignation which the 
•oenes excited in him. He could not comprehend such weakness and forbearanoe. ' Cht c$, 
Aim#/' he exclaimed in a load tone. 'How could \he^ V9L^bf«fc.xwya&akW\ V«wr«rr ] 
iatm/rw/ of than ou^ to Yiacve >)«ea «w«Bii Q& "^la^ ^^ 
nmningl 

' ** Ouronkiue dot dnqDMBte Vonis** \rr 
' Depodtion of LwBydb. 
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of four out of six of the battalion officers merely served to 
give full power to the instigator of the insurrection, and henceforth 
Santerre becomes the sole leader of the assemblage. About half- 
past eleven he leaves his brewery, and, followed by cannon, the 
flag, and the truck which bears the poplar tree, he places him- 
self at the head of the procession " consisting of about fifteen hun- 
dred persons including the bystanders."* Like a ball of snow, 
however, the troop grows as it marches along until, on reaching 
the National Assembly, Santerre has behind him fi*om seven to 
eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud move that the 
petitioners be introduced ; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
bastic and threatening address, denounces the ministry, the King, 
the accused at Orleans, the d jputies of the " Right," demands 
" blood," and informs the Assembly that the people " on its feet " 
is ready to do itself justice.' Then, with drums beating and bands 
playing, the multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
chamber imder the eyes of Santerre and Saint-Huruge. Here 
and there a few files of the National Guard pass mingled with 
the crowd and lost in "the moving forest of pikes"; all the rest 
is pure populace, "hideous faces,"* says a deputy, on which 
poverty and misconduct have left their marks, ragged fellows 
" without coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of ways, 
with augurs and shoe-knives fastened on sticks, one with a saw 
on a pole ten feet long, women and children, some of them brand- 
ishing sabres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, Vivent les Sans Culottes/ and, on a pitch-fork, 
the heart of a calf with this inscription, Gxur iP aristocrats^ both 
significant emblems of grim humor and such as naturally arise in 
the minds of butchers or of a libeller for a political carnival. — ^This, 

> Deposition of Lareynie, a volunteer soldier of the He St Louis battalion. 

> Deposition of M. Witinghof, lieutenant-general. — "Correspondence of Mirabeau and 11. 
de la Marck." Letter of M. de Montmorin, June 21. "At two o'clock die gadiarinc 
amounted to 8,000 or 10,000 persons." 

^AfoftUeurf XII. 717. "What a misfortune for the freemen who have transferred dxir 
powers to you, to find themselves reduced to the cruel necessity of dipping their hands in dia 
blood of conspirators! " etc— The characte- of the leaders b apparent in their style. TIm 
ihallow scribe who drew up the address di 1 not even know the meanmg of words. "TIm 
people so wills it, and its head is of more aocount than that of crowned despots. TAai k§md 
(s the gtnealogical tree of the natum, and be/ore that robust head the feeble btUrutk ttnttt 
htndl ** He has already recited the &ble of " The Oak and the Bulrush," and he ki.w .. ^ 
oames of Demosthenes, Ckero, and Catiline. It seems to be the composition of a p'. 
tvned author, at a penny a page. 

«Hi]a,'*M6mobea,"i34. 
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indeed, it is, for many have been drinking and are intoxicated. 
A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. 1: 
traversing the chamber they sing p7 ira and dance in the intei 
I vals. They at the same time make a profession of dvism b 

I shouting Vive Us patrioUs! A bos le Veto! They fraternise, a 

they pass along, with the "true blue" deputies of the "Left" 
they jeer those of the "Right" and shake their fists at them; on 
of these, known by his tall stature, is told that his business will b 
settled for him the first opportunity.* Thus do they display thei 
co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything 
even against the Assembly. — ^And yet, with the exception of a 
iron-railing burst in by the crowd and an irruption on the terrace o 
the " Feuillants," no act of violence was committed. The Pari 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of fii'enzy, is rathe 
voluble an^. cockney than ferocious; besides, thus far, no one ha 
ofiered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue; ^ at four o'clock the 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The huma 
stream issuing fi-om the Assembly and emptying itself into tfa 
Carrousel remains there stagnant and seems ready to return to il 
ordinary channels. — ^This is what the leaders have no idea o 
Santerre, on arriving with St. Huruge, cries out to his mei 
"Why didn't you enter the chiteau ? You must go in — that ; 
what we came here for." * A lieutenant of the Val-de-Grftc 
cannoneers shouts: "We have forced open the Carrousel, we muf 
force open the chdteau too ! This is the first time the Val-de-Grfe 

cannoneers march — they are not j f ! Come, follow m( 

my men, on to the enemy ! "^ Meanwhile, outside the gate, som 
of the municipal officers selected by Potion amongst the most rei 

1 "Chronique des dnquante joun," by Roederer, lyndic-attorney of the deputment 
*Hua, 134. — Bonrrienne, "M^oires," I. 49. (He was widi Bonaparte in a l e staui ai 
nie St. Honor6, near the Palais-KoyaL) " On going out we saw a troop coming fixrm ti 
<firection of the nuu-ket, which Bonaparte estimated at from 5,000 to 6,000 men, all in raj 
and armed in the oddest manner, yelling and shouting the groeaest provocations, and tumii 
lowanis tiie Tuileries. It was certainly the vilest and most alject lot that could be found 
die fiuiboiu-gs. ' Let us fdlow that rabble,' said Bonaparte to me." They ascend thetem 
on the liver bank. " I could not eaaly describe the surprise and indignation which Ac 
•oenes excited in him. He could not comprehend such weaJcness and forbearance. ' Cht ct 
ICmr/' he exclaimed in a load tone. 'Howoould \he^ Vl^baMLTuid&akW\ Fwotw^ 
4atm/rw/ of them ou^ to Yiacve >)«ea «««s(L Q& ^^ CKDCB^ 
nnuungi'" 
' ** Ouronkiue dot doquHBte VonanT \rr '^aA""^*' 
' Depodtkm of LwBydb. 
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of four out of six of the battalion officers merely served to 
give full power to the instigator of the insurrection, and henceforth 
Santerre becomes the sole leader of the assemblage. About half- 
past eleven he leaves his brewery, and, followed by cannon, the 
flag, and the truck which bears the poplar tree, he places him- 
self at the head of the procession " consisting of about fifteen hun- 
dred persons including the bystanders."* Like a ball of snow, 
however, the troop grows as it marches along until, on reaching 
the National Assembly, Santerre has behind him from seven to 
eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud move that the 
petitioners be introduced ; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
bastic and threatening address, denounces the ministry, the King, 
the accused at Orleans, the d jputies of the " Right," demands 
" blood," and informs the Assembly that the people " on its feet " 
is ready to do itself justice.' Then, with drums beating and bands 
playing, the multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
chamber imder the eyes of Santerre and Saint-Huruge. Here 
and there a few files of the National Guard pass mingled with 
the crowd and lost in "the moving forest of pikes"; all the rest 
is pure populace, "hideous faces,"* says a deputy, on which 
poverty and misconduct have left their marks, ragged fellows 
" without coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of ways, 
with augurs and shoe-knives fastened on sticks, one with a saw 
on a pole ten feet long, women and children, some of them brand- 
ishing sabres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, Vivent les Sans Culottes/ and, on a pitch-fork, 
the heart of a calf with this inscription, Cosur tTaristocrate^ both 
significant emblems of grim humor and such as naturally arise in 
the minds of butchers or of a libeller for a political carnival. — ^This, 

1 Deposition of Lareynie, a volunteer soldier of the He St Louis battalion. 

> Deposition of M. Witinghof, lieutenant-general. — "Correspondence of Mirabcftu and 11. 
de la Marck." Letter of M. de Montmorin, June 2X. "At two o'clock die gadiarinc 
amounted to 8,000 or 10,000 persons." 

^Moniteur, XI L 717. "What a misfortune for the freemen who have transferred dxir 
powers to you, to find theoLselves reduced to the cruel necessity of dipping their hands in dis 
blood of conspirators! " etc — ^The charactc of the leaders b apparent in their style. TIm 
ihallow scribe who drew up the address di 1 not even know the meaning of words. "TIm 
people so wills it, and its head is of more aocount than that of crowned despots. Thai hmd 
U ikt gtnealogical tret of iht nation, and be/or* that robust head tkt/rebie htdrusk ftntrt 
hendf " He has ahready recited the &ble of " The Oak and the Buh-ush," and he ki.» .. ^ 
names of Demosthenes, Qcero, and Catiline. It seems to be the composition of a p^ 
tvned author, at a penny a page. 

«Hi]a,'«M6mobes,''i34< 
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^ indeed, it is, for many have been drinking and are intoxicated. 

i A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. Ii 

traversing the chamber they sing pz ira and dance in the intei 

I vals. They at the same time make a profession of dvism b 

» shouting Vive Us patriots/ A bos le Veto! They fraternise, a 

they pass along, with the "true blue" deputies of the "Left" 

^ they jeer those of the "Right" and shake their fists at them; on 

of these, known by his tall stature, is told that his business will b 
settled for him the first opportunity.* Thus do they display thei 
co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything 
even against the Assembly. — ^And yet, with the exception of a 
iron-railing burst in by the crowd and an irruption on the terrace o 
the " Feuillants," no act of violence was committed. The Pari 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of frenzy, is rath< 
voluble an^, cockney than ferocious; besides, thus far, no one ha 
ofiered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue; ^ at four o'clock the 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The huma 
stream issuing fi-om the Assembly and emptying itself into tfa 
Carrousel remains there stagnant and seems ready to return to il 
ordinary channels. — ^This is what the leaders have no idea o 
Santerre, on arriving with St. Huruge, cries out to his mei 
"Why didn't you enter the chiteau ? You must go in — that ; 
what we came here for." * A lieutenant of the Val-de-Grftc 
cannoneers shouts: "We have forced open the Carrousel, we muf 
force open the chdteau too ! This is the first time the Val-de-Grfe 

cannoneers march — ^they are not j f ! Come, follow m( 

my men, on to the enemy i "^ Meanwhile, outside the gate, som 
of the municipal officers selected by Potion amongst the most rei 

1 " Chronique des dnquante joun," by Roederer. syndic-attorney of the deputment 
*Hua, 134. — Bourrienne, "Mtooires," I. 49. (He was widi Bonaparte in a restannu 
nie St. lienor^, near the Palais- Royal) " On going out we saw a troop coming from ti 
Erection of the market, which Bonaparte estimated at from 5,000 to 6,000 men, all in raj 
and armed in the oddest manner, yelling and shouting the grossest provocations, and tumii 
lowanis tiie Tuileries. It was certainly the vilest and most alject lot that could be found 
die fiuiboiu-gs. ' Let us follow that rabble,' said Bonaparte to me." They ascend the tern 
on the liver bank. " I cotdd not easily describe the surprise and indignatioo which Ac 
•oenes excited in him. He could not comprehend such weaJcness and forbeaianoe. ' Cht ct 
U01U/* he exclaimed in a load tone. ' How could \he^ VjL^bcafexwya&ak W\ F«wr «rr \ 
4»M^>w/of thanou^toYiac«e>)«ea«w«s(LQ&'<ia^cKDe^^ ' '^"''^ ^ 

nmnifligl 
' '* Ouronkiue dot doquHBte VonanT Vrr '^'■A""^*^ 
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of four out of six of the ba-ttalion officers merely served to 
give full power to the instigator of the insurrection, and henceforth 
Santerre becomes the sole leader of the assemblage. About half- 
past eleven he leaves his brewery, and, followed by camion, the 
flag, and the truck which bears the poplar tree, he places him- 
self at the head of the procession " consisting of about fifteen hun- 
dred persons including the bystanders."* Like a ball of snow, 
however, the troop grows as it marches along tmtil, on leaching 
the National Assembly, Santene has behind him from seven to 
eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud move that the 
petitioners be introduced ; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
bastic and threatening address, denotmces the ministiy, the King, 
the accused at Orleans, the d ^uties of the " Right," demimds 
"blood," ajid informs the Assembly that the people "on its feet" 
is ready to do itself justice.' Then, with drums beating and bands 
playing, the multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
chamber under the eyes of Santerre and Saint-Hurugc. Here 
and there a few files of the National Guard pass mingled with 
the crowd and lost in "the moving forest of pikes"; all the rest 
is pure populace, "hideous faces,"* says a deputy, on which 
poverty and misconduct have left their marks, ragged fellowB 
" without coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of ways, 
with auguis and shoe-knives fastened on sticks, one with a saw 
on a pole ten feet long, women and children, some of them brand- 
ishing sabres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, Vivmt Us Sans Culctfesl and, on a pitch-foik, 
the heart of a calf with this inscription, Caur ^arUiocraU, both 
significant emblems of grim humor and such as naturally arise in 
the minds of butchers or of a libeller for a political camivaL — This, 

■DcpoddsB oTLanfiiie, ■lolnDteerHUieroflhc IleSt. LonubonafloB. 
*t>ei»Biura of M. WlrinKhoC Ueui«uiit-(eBen]. — " Cantpondetcc oT Hirabem «Bd IL 
de b Min^" Letter of H. ds McnDmirin, June ai. "At two d^tA tb* gufasfaK 

le fcr iha Guuihu wbo bar* Uunfaocd AA 
to iha ciud m aadly of Jppliig didr buidi to dba 
E- of the kadei* k appannl la Adr Btfla: "Om 
ihiDow acribc vho die* up Ibe addnw di I not nai lovn* Iha nMantiig of wsnki "Tb* 
pnpit ao wiJIi It, ud in bead ii of mon aosniii diui ibal of anwned deapola. ThmUmm* 
Im llu gtHtalttlatt tnt ^ llu amlitii, .mmJ t^firn Oat niial kiad Oit fiiUi Mnakimil 
iuidl" He)iualRidTicriitdthebbkof"TbeO>lcaD(ltbcBiibiBh,"aDdhak> — ^ , 
H^afI>(nu>td»Ha,Clccn^aiidCatiliiK. It *et«i to be Ac coaparfdoB tf ■ pc . 
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indeed, it is, for many have been drinking and are intaidcated* 
A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. In 
traversing the chamber they sing Qt ira and dance in the inter- 
vals. They at the same time make a profession of civism by 
shouting Vvue ieipatrioUsf A bos le Veto/ They fraternise, as 
they pass along, with the "true blue" deputies of the "Left"; 
they jeer those of the "Right" and shake their fists at them; one 
of these, known by his taC stature, is told that his business will be 
lettled for him the first opportunity.* Thus do they display their 
co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything. 
even against the Assembly. — And yet, with the exception of ai 
iron-railing Burst in by the crowd and an irruption on the teirace of 
the " Feuillants," no act of violence was committed. The Paris 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of fi%nzy, is rathei 
voluble an^ cockney Chan ferocious ; besides, thus far, no one had 
offered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade; 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue; ' at four o'clock they 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The human 
stream issuing from the Assembly and emptying itself into the 
Carrousel remains there stagnant and seems ready to return to its 
ordinary channels. — This is what the leaders have no idea o£ 
Santeire, on arriving with St. Huruge, cries out to his men, 
"Why didn't you enter the chiteau ? You must go in — that is 
what we came here for." * A lieutenant of the Val-de-Gr^ 
cannoneers shouts : " We have forced open the Cairousel, we must 
force open the chiteau too I This is the first time the Val-de-Gr^e 

cannoneers march — they are not j f ! Come, follow me, 

my men, on to the enemy I "* Meanwhile, outside the gate, some 
of the municipal ofhcets selected by Potion amongst the most rev- 

L^OirooIqnedacuiqiiinlE jcnin.*' by RiEdonr. ayndic^tGaniTT of tlw deputmeot. 

■ Bui, ijt— BoDirieiiBe, "Mfomiis," I. ^g. jHc wu wldi Booipane ii > row n mn t, 
lUB St. HoQtri. acar dia Pilu-Rayall " On goinE out wa nw i tnop comiiif (ma Ac 
ditcdcm af the market, which BonapaRc Htimated U Oum 5|000 to i.wto men, all in nfi 
■ad armed b the odde*t touinD, yelliag and iboutmc thii gni mat pnmcatioDi. and '"*^'"f 
towaiA Uie Tuikrio, II wai ccnainly &c vilal and noM abjaa lot that could be Touad la 
dw fauboiirgi. 'Let u3 follDW Ihalratible,' (aid Bonapanatome." Tfaej ucend tbetemot 
« the river bwilE. "I ccmld not eanly detcribe (he aurptiie aad ladigoalioa wbicb Iheaa 
tOBta adied in hlai. He could not corapnhEiKl incb maluKH and feibearaaoe. ' df etg- 
Inr/' he exclaimed fan load tone. ' How could they let thoae nicali fai T FturrrJIm 
ktntdnd dT them oo^it to hare beeii iw^it off with camuio, And (he net would ham k^ m 

■ " Chronlqae 
•Depcdtlaiid 
• Report efSafat-RrfE. 
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olutioDsuy, overcome reastance b7 their ^Kcches ud injunoioiii, 
' After all," says one of them, named Mouchet, " the right of peti- 
tion is sacred."—" Open the gate I" shout Sergcnt and Boucher- 
Ren^, " nobody has a right to shut it. Every citizen has a right 
to go through it!"' A gunner raises the latch, the gate opens 
and the court fills in the twinkling of an eye;* the crowd rushes 
under the archway and up the grand stairway with such impetu- 
osity that a cannon borne along by hand reaches the third room 
on the firet story before it stops. The doors crack under the 
blows of axes and, in the large hall of the CEil de Boeuf, the 
multitude find themselves face to face with the King. 

In such circumstances the representatives of public authority, 
the directories, the municipalities, the military chiefs, and, on 
the 6th of October, the King himself, have all thus far yielded; 
they have either yielded or perished. Santerre, certain of LDe 
issue, preferred to take no part in this affair; he prudently 
reserves himself, steals away, and lets the crowd push him into 
the council chamber, where the Queen, the young Dauphin, and 
the ladies have taken refuge.' There, with his tall, coqjulent 
figure, he formed a sort of shield to forestall useless and com- 
promising injuries. In the mean time, in the CEil de Boeu^ he 
lets things take their course; everything will be done in his 
absence that ought to be done, and in this he seems to have 
calculated justly. — On one side, in a window recess, sits the King 
on a bench, almost alone, while in firoQt of him, as a guard, are 
four or five of the National Guards; on the other side, in the 
apartments, is an immense crowd, hourly increasing according as 

> Keport br HouctiA'— DepoiilHB of Luvfidd. [Tbe b uj fg gn cg of Sot^nt and Boudufw 
IUd< k csotMsd, bul RcedoariUnlu It TOT pTolxble.) 

■ M. Piii0D, Id aHnmud of lh« jdi leeim, mid M. Vannol, cominuidmE ■ baitalion, trted 
to ^Bt ifaa iroa g«M of thv krclinj, but in dima back ud told: "Vou unujt thf^iuuidj (0 

durisc die Renlution. ud h supUAi (be ucc^ of the iniumctioc 
■umd of the St Maiol bucifioD, ht* in hii refon : " Why lulEe ■ 

■ Depontioa of Lirernie. The altitude of Sutaie b ben deuly ddmed. At the foot oi 
A* aodicaK in ihe coun be u sopped by > (nnp of ddieni, urbo Ibreuea " la maVe Urn 
mponvhlc r« any bvm done." uid tell bini ? *'Yov alone uv the muthcr of thli unamidtu- 
tiocuJ uHmbloce f It u y(>ti Jklone who have kd itray that worthy people. You an a no- 
all" — "The tooe of thac h«u>t dluenim addrosog the Anrr Sjutcm made biiu tura 
P«Ib. But, aicouraged by a gtance from die titwr Lccendrr, be nsortcd to a hypooitica] 
■nbtcffiise. and addnauc tba tnop, he tald : ' GcBllemen, dnw up a repoR, oSaally nal. 
bg dot I rebut to ater die kliig'a aputtrimti.' The aily antwei Aa crowd quHk^ aecB- 
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the rumor of the irruptioD spreads in the vicinity, fifteen 01 
twenty thousand persons, a prodigious accumulation, a pell-mell 
traversed by eddies, a howling sea of bodies crushing each other, 
and of which the simple flux and reflux would flatten against 
the walls obstacles ten times as strong, an uproar sufficient to 
shatter the window panes, "frightful yells," curses and impreca- 
tions, "Down with M. Veto I" "Let Veto go to the devil!'' 
"Take back the patriot ministers!" "He shall signj we won't 
go away till he does [ " ' — Foremost among ttiem all, Legendre, 
more resolute than Santerre, declares himself the spokesman and 
trustee of the powers of the sovereign people : " Sir," says he to 
the King, who, he sees, makes a gesture of surprise, "yes. Sir, 
listen to us; you are made to listen to what we say I You are 
a traitor I You have always deceived us ; you deceive us now ! 
But look out, the measure is full; the people are tired of being 
played upon!" — "Sire, Sire," exclaims another fanatic, "I ask 
jrou in the name of the hundred thousand beings around us to 
recall the patriot ministers. ... I demand the sanction of 
the decree against the priests and the twenty thousand men. 
Kther the sanction or you shall die I " — But little is wanting for 
the threat to be carried out The first comers are on hand, 
"presenting pikes," among them "a brigand," with a rusty sword- 
blade on the end of a pole, "very sharp," and who points this 
at the King. Afterwards the attempt at assassination is many 
times renewed, obstinately, by three or four madmen determined 
to km, and who make signs of so doing, one, a shabby, ragged 
fellow, who keeps up his excitement with "the foulest proposi- 
tions," the second one, "a so-called conqueror of the Bastille," 
formerly porU-tite for Foulon and Berthier, and since driven out 
of the battalion, the third, a market-porter, who, " for more than 
an hour," armed with a sabre, makes a terrible effort to make his 
way to the king.' — Nothing is done. The king remains impassi- 

> Dcpoaliaii tt Gxir <t Iba uiianil tuiid, Lcctomier, Gcosf, Bidmilt. nod CitD»uIt~ 
1U|»rti i3f AdoqiK ftul de Locheuisyv, commanding officenofthtflcgioiL— '*Chroiuquede* 
dD^anlc }Duii,"b)r VjiAiats.—Itid., p. 6;: "I tunla itite itint, dnriig lb* ConvcDtioii, 
tba bulclKi Lcgendn dnlaml u> Boiiiy d'Anglai, rrsin whom I kidil, Ihal [he plan nuts 
Ul the Iuhe."— Prudhimiinc, "Crims de bi Rtvoludon," III. ij. "TIm kinivu lo bt 
■miiiiiilril We heard ddieiu all in nga uy that it wu i pit; : he looki Klie a good Bit 
tfmb ." 

■ Madame Campan, " Mteioini," II. m. "M. Vannot, comnanifer aflhe bamJioD, had 
^Dld nde * wapoD aimed a1 ihe king. One of the grenactiera of 
•bM dffabbnr mHlh •iwo-d, wofS in th« &unc dii«&aa vWu 'tee ' 
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ble under every threat He takes the hand of a gTOtadier who 
wishes to encourage him, and, pladng it on his breast, bidi him, 
"See if that is the beating of a heart agitated by f^," < To 
Legendre and the zealots who call upon him to sanction, he 
replies without the least excitement : " I have never depatted 
from the Constitution. ... I will do what the Constitnticni 
requires me to do. ... It is you who break the law."— 
And, for nearly three hours, remaining standing, blockaded on 
his bench,* he persists in this without showing a sign of weaknea 
or of anger. This cool deportment at last produces an eflect, 
the impression it makes on the spectators not being at all diat 
which they anticipated. It is very dear that the personage 
before them is not the monster which has been depicted to them, 
a sombre, imperious tyrant, the savage, cunning Cbaries I^ they 
had hissed on the stage. They see a man somewhat stout, with 
placid, benevolent features, whom they would take, without hit 
blue sash, for an ordinary, peaceable bourgeois.* His ministos, 
near hj, three or four men in bUck coats, gentlemen and respect- 
able employees, are just what they seem to be. In asodicr 
window recess stands his sister, Madame Elizabeth, with her 
sweet and innocent fiice. This pretended tyrant is a man like 
other men ; he speaks gently, he says that the law is on his sid^ 
and nobody says the contrary ; perhaps he is less wrong than he 
is thought to be. If he would only b«:ome a patriot I — A woman 
in the room brandishes a sword with a cockade on its point; 
tiie King makes a sign and the sword is handed to him, which 
he raises and, hurnJiing with the crowd, dies out: Vive ia 
yation/ Iliat is already one good sign. A red cap is shaken 




"Ysu lun b« dcciiitd," nplKa iIh qiMm. "ImuiW tb« Kins cf Pnaoi; Im Aa 
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Ti the air at the end of a pole. Some one offers It to him and 
he puts it on his head ; applause bursts forth, and shouts of Vivt 
la NaHon I Vive la Liberie.' and even Vive le Roil 

From this time forth the greatest danger is over. But it is not 

that the besiegers abandon the siege, " He did d well," they 

exclaim, "to put the cap on, and if he hadn't wc would have 

seen what would come of it. And d if he does not sanction 

the decree against the priests, and do it right o% we will come 
back every day. In this way we shall tire him out and make 
him afraid of us." — But the day wears on. The heat is over- 
powering, the fatigue extreme, the King less deserted and better 
protected, five or six of the deputies, three of the municipal 
officers, a few officers of the National Guard, have succeeded in 
making their way to him. Potion himself, mounted on a sofa, 
harangues the people with his accustomed flattery.' At the 
same time Santeire, aware of the opportunity being lost, assumes 
the attitude of a hlierator, and shouts in his rough voice : " I 
answer for the royal family. Let me see to it" A line of Na- 
tional Guards forms in front of the King, when, slowly and with 
difficulty, ui^ed by the mayor, the crowd melts away, and, by 
eight o'clock in the evening, it is gone. 

> Uoniiui-TaiBiu, L n.y, " Gduiu, you hiTS juS IrpiUji made koonni roar wiD to 

c of the Dstioo ; you have done thii witA Uu Ji^miiy, mitA Vn 

Then ■ no doubt Ihai youj dmundi will b* reuenlol by ih* 

the king cftODOt lefraia frwn wk ' ' ' ' 

... . udirjouiemu' 



CHAPTER VIII. 

I. IndigniHon of the Constitationalists. — Cause of thdr weakMHu— IIm 
GfaoiidiBts renew the attack. — ^Their doable plan. — ^11. Pressnre on tiie 
King. — P6tion and Manael brought to tlie Ilotel-de-ville. — ^The Mhiistrj 
obliged to resign. — ^Jacobin agitation against the King. — Pressure on Um 
Assembly. — Petition of the Paris Commane. — ^Threats of the petitionert 
and of the galleries. — Session of August 8th. — Girondist strategy foiled in 
two ways. — ^III. The Girondists work for the benefit of the Jacobins. — The 
armed force sent away or disorganized. — ^The Federates summoned. — ^Brest 
and Marseilles send men. — Public sessions of administrative bodies. — Per- 
manence of administrative bodies and of the sections. — Efiect of these two 
measmres. — ^The central bureau of the Hotel'^e-ville. — Origin and forma- 
tion of the revolutionary Commane. — ^IV. Vain attempts of the Girondists 
to pat it down. — ^Jacobin alarm, their enthusiasm, and their programme. — 
v. Evening of August 8. — Session of August 9. — Morning of August 
la — The Assembly purged. — ^VI. Nights of August 9 and 10. — The 
•ections. — Commissioners of the sections at the Hotel-de-ville. — ^The revo> 
hitionary Conminne is substituted for the legal Commune. — ^VII. August 
la — ^The King's forces. — Resistance abandoned. — ^The King in the Na- 
tional Assembly. — Conflict at the palace and discharge of the Swiss Guard. — 
The palace evacuated by the King's order. — ^The massacres. — The enslaved 
Assembly and its decrees. — VIII. State of Paris in the interregnum.— The 
■MM of iht population. — Subaltern Jacobins. — ^The Jacobin leaden. 

I. 

The blow having missed its mark it must be repeated. This is 
the more urgent, inasmuch as the faction has thrown off the mask 
and " honest people " ^ on all sides become indignant at seeing the 
Constitution subject to the arbitrament of the lowest class. Near* 
ly all the higher administrative bodies, seventy-five of the depart- 
ment directories,* give in their adhesion to Lafayette's letter, 01 
respond by supporting the proclamation, so noble and so moder- 
ate, in which the King, recounting the violence done to him, 
maintains his legal rights with mournful, inflexible gentlenesa 

'An expnmoo of La&yettti'a in his address to the Assembly. 
'IsSy^ette^ "MSmohm^" L 450^— Malotut (II. tx^ UtafettlliilAMBa 

iS6 
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Many of the towns, large and small, thank him foi IiU firniness, 
the addresses being signed by "the notables of the place,'" 
chevaliers of St. Louis, former ofhcials, judges and district-ad- 
ministrators, physicians, notaries, lawyers, recorders, post-masters, 
manufacturers, merchants, people who are settled down, in short 
the most prominent and the most respected men. At Paris, a 
similar petition, drawn up by two fonnet Constituents, contains 
247 pages of signatures attested by 99 notaries.* Even in the 
council -general of the commune a majority is in favor of publicly 
censuring ihe mayor P^rion, the syndic-attorney Manuel, and the 
police administrators Panis, Sergent, Viguer, and Perron.' On 
the evening of June 20th, the department coimcil orders an in- 
vestigation; it follows this up; it urges it on; it proves by 
authentic documents the willful inaction, the hypocritical con- 
nivance, the double-dealing of the syndic-attorney and the 
mayor;* it suspends both &om their functions, and cites them 
before the courts as well as Santerre and his accomplices. La- 
fayette, finally, adding to the weight of his opinion the influence 
of his presence, appears at the bar of the National Assembly and 
demands " efiectual " measures against the usurpations of the Jac- 
obin sect, insisting that the instigators of the riot of the aoth of ^ 
June be punished " as guilty of liie-naHon. " As a last and stiU { 
more significant symptom, his proceedings are approved of in thoh 
Assembly by a majority of more than one hundred votes.' \ 

All this must and will be crushed out. For on the side of the 
Constitutionalists, whatever they may be, whether King, deputies, 
ministers, generals, administrators, notables or national-guards, 
volition evaporates in words ; and the reason is, they are civilised 
beings, long accustomed to the ways of a regular community, 
interested from father to son in keeping the law, disturbed at in- 

■ CC, (br Eumple, ■• Anhivn NitioiHlca," A.F. IL it6. Petition of iiS DoObla of Moo- 
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n [be inlcDKtiml distuice between the cwo parties. 

•SM ■gainit la^.— Rtederet {"'Chrodque dei cinquinle Joiin," p. 75). "Aitniig a 

atoT oidiiian fa; ■ m^oritr of the iobabilints of Pitii ua in in favoroftbekiiig."—''! 

" br Jule* ClMi«ie,i9i. The wotdiof C DBraoulini; "TbM. dwa *■»! 

n ■ad ibopkecpsv >)» an noK *&ud at ftie mijtu&aiailtk <i]w& <& w 'Bai^ ''^■^ 



t5t raS REVOLUTION. BOOKtT. 

ammg respoimbili^, agitated by a multiplicitjr of ideas, imabla 
J} compiehecd that, in the state of oatuie to which France has ib- 
verted, but one idea is of any account, that of the man who, in 
accepting a declared war, meets the offensive with the ofiensive, 
loads his gun, descends into the street and contends with the sav- 
age destroyers of human society. Nobody comes to the support 
of Lafayette, who alone has the courage to take the lead; about 
one hundred men muster at the rendezvous named by him in the 
Champs Elys^es. They agree to march to the Jacobin club Uie 
following day and dose it, provided the number is increased to 
three hundred; only thirty make their appearance. La&yette 
can do no more than leave Paris and write a letter containing an- 
other protest Protestations, appeals to the Constitution, to die 
law, to public mterest, to common sense, well-reasoned dednctiona 
^4iever, on this side, amount to more than so many words spoken 
or in print; in the comiag conflict words will be of no use.— Im- 
agine a quaird between two men, one ably presenting his case 
and the other indulging in little more than invective ; the latter, 
having encountered a big bull-dog on his road, has caressed him, 
enticed him, and led him along with him as an auxiliary. To the 
bull-dog, clever argumentation is only so much unmeaning sound; 
widi his eager eyes fixed oo his temporary master be awaits 
only his signal to spring on the adversaries he points out. On 
the aoth of June he has almost strangled one of them, and cor- 
ered him with his slaver. On the aist,' he is ready to spring 
again. He continues to growl for fifty days, at first sullenly and 
then with tenific energy. On the 35th of June, July 14 and S7, 
August 3 and 5, he again makes a spring and is kept back only 
with great diScul^.* Already on one occasion, July 39th, hk 
faogs are wet with human gore.* — At each turn of the pariiament- 
aiy debate the defenceless Consdtutionalist beholds those open 
jaws before him; it is not surprising that he throws to this dog, 
or allows to be thrown to him, all the decrees contended for by 
the Girondists as a bone for him to 'gnaw on. — Sure of their 
strength the Girondists renew the attack, and the plan of thdr 

■ lCo>daif>'TtRi*tB, Lajii Ti mi iirriiiliiii iiiilii iiiiihliiir iJtIiii niilnml flMiiiHf. 
}Ba<3, "tlr. Pi«ideat.T)iiYc ihe hono-u infaro du AwimiHy toumwii ■** 

'Jfintev-remun; £ Mi. i^^— H. Si, iji, 141 170. 
'OmmmimJU. Dalamd, MJ^fcamrot alto iiiWim ymi 
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campaign seems to be skillfully prepaied. Hbef are quite willing 
to retain the King on his throne, but on the condition that be 
shall be a mere puppet; that he shall recall the patriot ministers, 
allow them to appoint the Dauphin's tutor, and that Lafayette 
Bball be removed; ' otherwise the Assembly will pass the act of de- 
thronement and possess themselves of the executive power. Such 
is the dilemma opening two ways in which they have placed the 
Assembly and the King. If the King, driven into a comer, does 
not pass out by the first door, the Assembly, equally nonplussed, 
will pass out through the second, and in either case, as the all- 
powerful ministers of the submissive King or as executive dele- 
gates of the submissive Assembly, they will become the masten 
of France. 

IL 
They accordingly begin by attackbg the King, and try to 
make him yield dirough fear. — ^They remove the suspension 
pronounced against Potion and Manuel, and restore them both 
to their places in the Hotel-de-ville. Henceforth the latter will 
rule in Paris without restriction or oversight; for the Directory 
of the department has resigned, and no superior authority exists 
to prevent them from calling upon or giving orders as they please 
to the armed forces; they are exempt from all subordinadon, as 
weQ as from all control. Behold the King of France in good 
hands, in those of the men who, on the aotb of June, refused to 
muzzle the popular brute, declaring that it had done well, that 
it had right on its side, and that it may begin again. According 
to them, the palace of the monarch belongs to the public ; peo- 
ple may enter it as they would a coffee-house ; in any event, as 
the municipality is occupied with other matters, it cannot be 
expected to keep people out "Is there nothing else to guard 
in Paris but the Tuileries and the King ? " ' — Another manoeuvre 

■ Ldttrof Vcrsakod >Bd Gwda U 
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t-onsists IB rendering the King's instninients powericat. Hon- 
orable and inoffcn^ve as the new ministos may be, th^ nevn 
aiq>ear in the Assembly without being hooted at in the trib- 
unes. Isnard, pointing with his finger to the principal one, ex- 
claims : " That is a traitor 1 " ' Every popular outbuiat is im- 
puted to them as a crime, whOe Guadet declares that, "as 
royal counsellore, they are answerable for any distiubances" 
that the double veto might produce.* Not only does die Mo- 
tion declare them guilty of the violence provoked by itself but, 
again, it demands their lives for the murders which it commits 
"France must know," says Vergniaud, "that hereafter minitten 
are to answer with their heads for any disorders of whidi relig^ 
is the pretext." "Theblood just spilt at Bordeaux," saysDncos, 
"may be laid at the door of the executive power."' Lasoiuce 
proposes to "punish with death," not alone the minister who is 
not prompt in ordering the execution of a decree, but, again, tiie 
clerics who do not fulfill the minister's instructions. Always death 
on every occasion, and for every one who is not of the sect! 
Under this constant terror, the ministers resign in a body, and 
the King is required at once to appoint others in their places ; 
meanwhile, to increase the danger of their position, the Assem- 
bly decrees that hereafter they shall "be answerable for eadi 
odier." It is evident that they are »ming at the King over bis 
minister's shoulders, while the Girondists leave nothing mttunied 
to render government to him impossible. The King, again, signs 
this new decree ; he declines to protest ; to the persecution he is 
forced to undergo he opposes nothing but silence, sometimes 
a simple, frartk, good-hearted expression,* some kindly, touch- 
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icg pliunt, which seems like a suppressed moan.' But dog- 
matic obstinacy and impatient ambition are wilfully dumb to the 
most sotTOwliil accents I His sincerity passes for a new false- 
hood. Vergniaud, Biissot, Tom^, Condorcet, in the tribune, 
charge him with treachery, demand from the Assembly the right 
of suspending him,* and give the signal to their Jacobin auxil- 
iaries. — ^At the invitation of the parent club, the provincial 
branches bestir themselves, while all other instruments of agita- 
tion belonging to the revolutionary machine are likewise put in 
motion, — gatherings on (he public squares, homiddal announce- 
mrats on the walls, incendiaiy resolutions in the clubs, shoutings 
in the tribunes, insultbg addresses and seditious deputations at 
the bar of the National Assembly.* After the working of this 
system for a month, the Girondists regard the King as subdued, 
and, on the 36th of July, Guadet, and then Brissot, in the 
tribune, make their last advances to him, and issue the final 
summons.* A profound delusion I He refuses, the same as on 
the 20th of June : " Girondist ministers, Never [ " 

Since he bars one of the two doors, they will pass out at the 
Other, and, if the Girondists cannot rule through him, they will 
rule without him. Potion, in the name of the Commune, appears 
personally and proposes a new plan, demanding the dethrone- 
ment "This important measure once passed,"* he says, "the 
confidence of the nation in the actual dynasty being very doubt- 
fiil, we demand that a body of ministers, jointly responsible, 
appointed by the National Assembly, but, as the constitudonal 
law provides, outside of itself, elected by tke open vote of freemen, 
be provisionally entrusted with the executive power." Through 
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this open vote the suffirage will be emnly controlled. This k but 
one iDoie decree extorted, like so many others, the majoiity foe 
a long time having been subject to the same pressure as the Kin^ 
" If you refuse to respond to our wishes," as a placard of the a3d 
of June had aheady informed them, " our hands are lifted, nd 
we shall strike all traitots wherever they can be found, even 
amongst youisdves.'" "Court favorites," says a petition of 
August 6, "have seats in your midsL Let their inviolability 
perish if the national will must always tamely submit to that 
pestiferous power]" — la the Assembly the yells from the gal- 
leries are frightful; the voices of those who speak against 
dethronement are overpowered; so great are the hootings, the 
speakers are driven out of the tribune.* Sometimes the " Right" 
abandons the discussion and leaves the chamber. The insolence 
of the galleries goes so far that frequently almost the entire 
Assembly murmurs while they applaud; the majority, in short, 
loudly expresses anger at its slavishncss.^— Let it be careful I In 
the tribunes and at the approaches to the edifice, stand the Fed- 
erates, men who have a tight grip. They will force it to vote 
the decisive measure, the accusation of La&iyette, the decree 
under which the armed champion of the King and the Constitu- 
tion must fall. The Girondists, to make sure of it, exact a call 
of the house ; in this way the names are announced and printed, 
thus designating to the populace the opponents of the measure, 
so that none of them are sure of getting to their homes safe and 
sound. — Lafayette, however, a liberal, a demoora^ and a royalist, 
as devoted to the RevoIutioD as to the Law, is Just the man, 
who, through his limited mental grasp, his disconnected pohdcal 
conceptions, and the nobleness of his contradictory seatinicnts, 
best represents the present opinion of the Assembly, as well as 
that of France.* Moeover, his populari^, his courage, and hia 
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', XTII. iji:^ 171, it-j, leS, 33] (fttdaia of July 17. il, ud *j, ud Asa- j). 

XIII. 1B7 (UHion of Julj iB). "Tlia i^kria ipiduid. Tla "j 

- UuIT")' "MiimiuriDgi,ili(nin,uulcriaof iVm math Oi ^mkirl 

The pmideiit cmlli tbc faouK b ofdir Sn dmc^ but ahnya fiiullei^." 

''Tbe fiUaH ippUiHl; kmg^oiUiiiuad uiannn »n houd is Iha Ai- 

•BuB^ "lUmcfao" (Ed. Diubu, 8] ud B4). "Tin m^sritj rf As IVidA pBifila 
EdfacnrnIiTudditcoiiKintiMiari;^ . . It wM u Pub pnlkiitaitr *^ lU* 
(macd di* iBaod plu, Ac ^KDWin af It bdoB dv kHt fand is VMcU BBHV- 
■ ndim prints lodMlF. Tbsrs nrc onlr s fsw iioU»adi>d«d, b^^is ^ thu ■«■ 
. Tlutsn doited the OBidtndscrin^i^VBkBrf 
bgrTarhoMMBBdaa." 




CHAP. TOL THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 165 

army are the last refuge. The majoHty feels that in giving him 
up they themselves are given up, and, by a vote of 4.00 to 294, it 
acquits him. — On this side, again, the strategy of the Girondists 
is found erroneous. Power slips away from them the second 
time. Neither the King nor the Assembly have consented to 
restore it to them, while they can no longer leave it suspended in 
the ail, or defer it until a better opportunity, and keep their Jaco- 
bin acolytes waiting. The feeble leash restraining the revolu- 
tionary dog breaks in their hands; the dog is free and in the street 

III. 
Never was better work done for another. Every measure 
relied on by them for getting power back, serves only to place 
it in the hands of the populace. — On the one hand, through a 
series of legislative acts and municipal ordinances, they have set 
aside or disbanded the army, alone capable of repressing or 
intimidating it. On the 29th of May they dismissed the king's 
guard. On the 15111 of July tliey ordered away from Paris all 
the regular troops. On the 16th of July,' they select "for the 
formation of a body of in fan try- gendarmerie, the former French- 
guardsmen who served in the Revolution about the epoch of the 
ist day of June, 1789, the officers, under-officers, gunners, and 
soldiers who gathered around the flag of liberty after the lath 
of July of that year," that is to say, a body of recognised 
insurgents and deserters. On the 6th of July, in all towns of 
50,000 souls and over, they strike down the National Guard by 
discharging its staff, "an aristocratic corporation," says a petition,* 
"a sort of modem feudality composed of traitors, who seem to 
have formed a plan for directing public opinion as they please." 
Early in August,' they strike into the heart of the National 
Guard by suppressing special companies, grenadiers, and chas- 
seurs, recruited amongst well-to-do- people, the genuine ilite, 
stripped of its uniform, reduced to equality, lost in the mass, and 
now, moreover, finding its ranks degraded by a mixture of 
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mterlopers, federates, and men armed with pikes. lilniUy, to 
complete the pell-mell, they order that the palace guard be 
hereafter composed daily of citizens taken from the sixty battal* 
ions,' so that the chiefs may no longer kaov their men nor the 
men their chie& ; so that no one may place confidence in faia 
chief, in his subordinate, in his neighbor, or in himselT; so that 
all the stones of the human dike may be loosened beforehand, 
and the barrier crumble at the first onslaught. — On the other 
hand, they have taken care to provide the insurrection with a 
fighting army and an advanced guard. By another series <A 
legislative acts and municipal ordinances, they authorise the 
assemblage of the Federates at Paris ; they allow them pay and 
military lodgings ; * they allow them to organise under a central 
committee silting at the Jacobin club, and to take their instruc- 
tions froiu that club. Of these new-comers, two-thirds, genuine 
soldiers and true patriots, set out for the camp at Soissons and for 
the firontier; one-third of them, however, remain at Paris,* per- 
haps 3,000, the rioters and politicians, who, feasted, entertained, 
indoctrinated, and each lodged with a Jacobin, become more 
Jacobin than their hosts, and incorporate themselves with the 
revolutionary battalions, so as to serve the good cause with their 
pms.' — Two bands, later arrivals, remain separate, and are only 
the more formidable; both are despatched by the towns on the 
■ea-coast in which, four months before this, "twenty-one capital 
acts of insurrection had occurred, all unpunished, and several 
under sentence of the maritime jury." ' One of these bands, 
Durobering 300 men, comes from Brest, where the municipality, 
u injatuated as those of Marseilles and Avignon, engages, like 
those of Marseilles and Avignon, in armed expeditions against 
its neighbors; where popular murder is tolerated; where M. de 
la Jaille is nearly killed ; where the head of M. de Patry is borne 
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on a pike; where veteran rioters compose the crews of the fleet; 
where "workmen, under the pay of ihe State, clerks, masters, 
under-officere, converted into motionttaires, agitators, political 
stump -orators, and critics of the admlDistratioD," ask only to 
have work for their hands to do on a more conspicuous stage. 
The other troop, summoned from Marseilles by the Girondists, 
Rebecquiand Barbaroux,* comprises5i6men, intrepid, ferocious 
adventurers, from every quarter, either Marseilles or abroad, 
Savoyards, Italians, Spaniards, driven out of their country," 
almost all of the vilest class, or gaining a livelihood by infamous 
pursuits, " the bravos and demons of evil haunts," ustd to blood, 
quick to strike, good cut-throats, picked men out of the bands 
that bad marched on Aix, Aries, and Avignon, the froth of that 
froth which, for three years, in the Comtat and in the Bouches- 
du-Rhdne, boiled over the useless barriers of the law. — ^The very 
day they reach Paris they show what they can do.* Welcomed 
with great pomp by the Jacobins and by Santerre, they are con- 
ducted, for a purpose, to the Champs- Elys 6 es, into a drinking- 
place, near the restaurant in which fhe grenadiers of the Filles 
St Thomas, bankers, brokers, leading men well-known for theii 
attachment to a monarchical constitution, were dining in a 
body, as announced several days in advance. The populace, 
which had formed a convoy for thp Marseilles battalion, gathers 
before the restaurant, shouts, throws mud, and then lets fly a 
volley of stones; the grenadiers draw their sabres. Forthwith a 
shout is heard just in front of them, h nous Us Mdrseillais / upon 
which the gang jump out of the windows with true southern 
agility, clamber across the ditches, fall upon the grenadiers with 
their swords, kill one and wound fifteen. — No d^but could be 
more brilliant The party at last possesses men of action ; ' and 
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th^ must be kept within reach ! Men who do sodi good woifc, 
and so expeditiously, must be well posted near the Tuileriea. 
The mayor, consequently, on the night of the 8tfa of Augmt, 
without infoiming the commanding general, solely on hia own 
authority, ordeis them to leave their barracks in the Rue Blanche 
and take up their quarters, with their anns and cannon, in the 
barracks belooging to the Cordelia^.' 

Such is the military force in the hands of the Jacobin masses j 
nothing remains but to place the dvil power in their hands also, 
and, as the first gift of this kind was made to them by the 
Girondists, they will not fail to make them the second one. — On 
the ist of July, they decree that the sessions of administratiTe 
bodies should thenceforth be public; this is submitting munici- 
palities, district, and department councils, as well as the Nadmul 
Assembly itself, to the clamour, the outrages, the menaces, the 
rule of their audiences, which, in these bodies as in the National 
Assembly, willalwaysbe Jacobin,* On the nth of July, on 
declaring the country in danger,' they render the sesdons penna- 
nent, first of the administrative bodies, and next of the forty- 
dght sections of Paris, which is a surrender of the administrative 
bodies and the forty-eight sections of Paris to the Jacolun 
mmority, which minority, through its zeal and bdng ever pres- 
ent, knows how to convert itself into a majorily.^Let us trace 
the consequences of this, and see the vrirmowing which is thus 
effected by the double decree. Those who attend tiiese meet- 
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ings day and nij^t are not the steady, occupied claai. la die 
nrat place, they are too busy in their own connting-rooms, shops, 
and factories to lose so much time. In the next place, they are 
too sensible, too docile, and too honest to go and lord it over 
tiwir magistrates in the Hfltel-de-ville, or regard themselves in 
their various sections as the sovereign people. Moreover, they 
are disgusted with all this bawling. Lastly, the streets of Paris, 
e^eciaUy at night, are not safe; owing to so much outdoor pol- 
itics, there is a great increase of caning and of knocking down. 
Accordingly, for a long time, they do not attend at the clubs, 
nor are they seen in the galleries of the National Assembly ; nor 
win they be seen again at the sessions of the municipality, nor 
at the meetings of the sections. — Nothing, on the other hand, ia 
more attractive to the idle tipplers of the cafiSs, to bar-room 
oracles, loungers, and talkers, living in furnished rooms,' to the 
parasites and re&actory of the social army, to all who are out of 
the traces and unable to get back again, who want to tear things 
to pieces, and, for lack of a private career, establish one for 
diemselves in public Permanent sessions, even at night, are 
not too long either for them, or for lazy Federates, for disordered 
intellects, and for the small troop of genuine fanatics. Here they 
aie either performets or claqueurs, an uproar not being ofien- 
sive to them, because they create it They relieve each other, 
so as to be always on hand in sufficient number, or they make 
up for a deficiency by usurpations and brutality. The sectioa 
of the Th^&tre-Fran^ais, for instance, in contempt of the law, 
removes the distinction between active and passive citizens, by 
granting to all residents in its circumscription the right to be 
present at its meetings and the right to vote. Other sections * 
admit to their sittings all wdl-disposed spectators, all women 
children, and nomads, all agitators, and the agitated, who, as at 
the National Assembly, applaud or hoot at the word of com- 
mand. In the sections not disposed to be at the mercy of an 
anonjrmous public, the same herd of frantic characters make • 
racket at the doors, and insult the electors who pass through 
them.— Thanks to this itinerant throng of co-operadng intrudcis, 
the Jacobin extremists rule the sections the same as the Assem- 
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Uy; m the sectitHU, as io die Assembly, they drive sway <» 
sOeoce the moderates, and when the hall becomes half empty or 
lumb, theti notion is passed. Hawked about m the ndnity, 
the mottoa is even carried off; in a few days it makes the tour 
of Paris, and returns to the Assembly as an authentic and iuud- 
imous expression of popular will.' 

At present, to ensure the execution of this counterfeit wiDj H 
requires a central committee, and through a masterpiece of 
delusion, Potion, the Girondist mayor, is the one who imdff- 
takes to lodge, sancdon, and organise the committee. Oa th6 
17th day of July,* he establishes in the offices belonging to the 
Commune, "a central bureau of coirespondence between the 
sections." To this a duly elected commissioner is to bring the 
acts passed by his section each day, and cany away the corre- 
qwnding acts of the remaining forty-seven sections. Naturally, 
diese elected commissioners will hold meetings of thdr own, 
appointing a president and secretary, and making official reports 
of their proceedings in the same form as a veritable municipal 
council. As they are elected to-day, and with a special man- 
date, it is natural that they should consider themselves mote 
legtimatft than a municipal council elected four or five months 
before them, and with a very uncertain mandate. Installed in 
the Hdtel-de-viUe, only two steps from the municipal council, it 
is natural for them to attempt to take its place; to substitute 

■JtfwtflJMir, XI- in i w doB cf FA. 4- AtabiiiciedzigO«Bucfaa.iti>ofMrBrdMCD»- 

' U " The luihoiB of »b«»e niuWpBed »ddiB«i«». 

."Devmvi^Ourtfaritrl from the Kilt<irle>."_nu:, XIIL 93, iaB«cf July il H. 
Oaitriier i " Addretta In the mme of (he people jm cnutantly read to you, iriucb in not 
eroi Iha vilacf coaKcdsiL Wchanieu die tune bdlviduil comlDg thm tlma ■ mek 
to dcnumd KiaieddTiE In the nune oT lovenigntr." {SbouB of drvml ihvml is die c(l> 
lerlo.]— /M£,'Bg,KHloiiDf JdIjbi. M.Dimiolin]: " Yoa muu dkdncuU between the 
people of Puft and theK uibiiltini igtriEuen . . . theie hahkiBl ondei of die ofii nd 
public iquarei. whoea equiTOcal odileiice hu &r i looit time occupUd Ibc leeotioci and 
deimedthempcTTliioatif thepcdice." \Domt mik tlu tptaktrl mumuxiimd boodagifai 
die gaUeriei.] — Bloitiliitf-Ttninu, IL 398. Piomtuloii of dta meail Kcdon, ned b^ 
LanUer (tbecheiniilli "The c^iike of ■ knot of diiieni (diiu) liiniiiiiiiw iliii ilmiii iifia 
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i( wltb tha coDmoa dwellui[." Afteiwardl the Mnunbdonai of the acctiait 
godier imm in tlw HAlel.de-vil1e, neuLy joliiioa the dumftjoan, wheic die annld- 
£ b lKd41SF In ■ hIiiii 1 During the i^cht of Angnat g-is bcHb connda ab fa* 
i JM J uu ilyirfgtealawatapacifaadiotfM 
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diemselves for it, they have onl]' to cross over to die other ude 
of A coiiidor. 

IV. 

Thus, hatched by the Girondists, does the terrible Commune i 
of Paris come into being, that of August toth, September ad, . 
and May 31st. Scarcely does the viper leave its nest before it 
begins to hiss. A fortnight before the loth of August ' it begins 
to uncoil, and the wise statesmen who have so diligently shel- 
tered and fed it, stand aghast at its hideous, flattened head. 
Accordingly, they back away from it up to the last hour, and 
strivQ to prevent it from biting them. Potion himself visits 
Robespierre on the 7th of August, in order to represent to him 
the perils . of an insurrection, and to allow the Assembly time 
enough to discuss the question of dethronemenL The same day 
Verginaud and Guadet propose to the King, through the medium 
of Thieny, his valet-de-chambre, that, until peace is assured, the 
government be carried on under a regency. Potion, on the night 
erf August 9-1O1 issues a pressing circular to the secdons, urging 
them to remain tranquil.* 

But it is too late. Fifty days of excitement and alarm have 
worked up the aberrations of morbid imaginations into a delir- 
ium. — On the second of August, a crowd of men and women 
rush to the bar of the Assembly, exchuming, " Vengeance I Ven- 
geance! our brethren are being poisoned 1"* Tlie fact as 
ascertained is this: at Soissons, where the bread of the soldiery 
was prepared in a church, some fragments of broken glass were 
found in the oven, on the strength of which a rumor was started 
that 170 volunteers had died, and that 700 were lying in the 
hospital. A ferodous instinct creates advcisaries in its own 
image, and sanctions projects against them of its own invention. 
— The committee of Jacobin leaders states positively that the 

'RobapioR. "Semth letter la bi> connitueaEB," a.f%\ "TluHctiaiu . . . hanhcea 
boij Ua aon than m tfbftmgbt gettiniE nuly for tbc lafi RcvdIueioo." 

* RoboiHCTTa, ^'Swcpth [etta tohii conitituaita." — UaJonct, TL 933, 134. — Radnor, 
' Oironique ds cinquantfljoun,'* 

■Jfnrifnir. XIII. jiB, 31^ The petition li drawn op ipparendr by people who an liciida 
Iheonclvet. "If ire did not idj on you, I would not aniwET fuitheucoKt to which dih 
dapair wnuld arrf ui t We would bring on ounelro all the horrnn of dvil wv, provided 

Ihrci, j[ mut be noted, talk in the ume veia. Luource eacUimi ; " The tnanben here, hk* 
joonalni, call lor veDgeance 1 " Thuri'4 dedaiea that " It ii an amioQua crinw 1 " 
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Cooit is about to attack, and, accordingly, has de^sed "sot 
merely signs of this, but the most unmistakable prooC" ' " It ■ 
the Trojan horse," esclaimed Ponis. " We are lost if we do not 
succeed in disemboweling it . . . The bomb is to bunt <n 
the night of August 9-10. . . . Fifteen thousand aiistoctglt 
stand ready to slaughter all patriots." Patriots, consequendy, 
attribute to themselves the right to slaughter aristocrats. — ^Late in 
June, in the Minimes section, "a French guardsman had already 
determined to kill the King," if the King persisted in his veto; 
the president of the section having desired the expulsion of the 
regicide, the latter was retained and the president was expelled.' 
On the 14th of July, the day of the Federatiou festival, another 
predecessor of Louvel and Fieschi, provided with a cutlass, had 
introduced himself into the battalion on duty at the palace, for 
the same purpose; during the ceremony the crowd was furious, 
and, for a moment, the King owed his life to the firmness of his 
escoTL On the 27th of July, in the garden of the Tuileries, 
d'Espr^m^nU, the old Constituent, beaten, slashed, and his 
clothes torn, pursued like a stag across the Palais Royal, falls 
bleeding on a mattress at the gates of the Treasury.* On the 
39th of July, whilst one of Lafayette's aids, M. Bureau de Pusy, 
is at the bar of the house, "they try to have a morion passed in 
the Palais Royal to parade his head on the end of a pike." *— 
To such an extent are rage and fear carried, the brutal and the 
excited can wait no longer. On the 4th of August,* the Maucon* 
seil section declares " to the Assembly, to the municipality, and 
to all the citizens of Paris, that it no longn recognises Louis 
XVL as King of the French"; its president, the foreman of a 

^Biidiexet Roiu, XIX 93. Hwon of SepL a^ 1799. Speech bjr Pjub: *'Hkay vdt^ 
ddnns would HVe to hmve Judida! proof; ^aifcSticatprv^ wtufy ui " — Tonrdt th* end 
of July ihe MEhuiet of ihc TmeriDr had invited P^tioii to tend two municipal officert to «BUfr 
toe the Tiiitciud ; but Ihii Ihe council refilled to ilu, 10 u to Leep up the cxcttemenL 

■ Mallct-Dupon. *' M^moires," 30}. Letter of Melovct. June ^^.-.-Datmid de MoElcnlk, 
"Mtisoiro," It. 301.— Hum, i4§.— Webs, tl. «>S.— MkIuik: Cunpu, "Miaubei," II 
■t& Already, u the end of i;gi. the king wu told that he wu liable to b« poimwd by Iha 
pulTy.cook of the psdAce, ■ Jacobiii. For thm or four months the hmd >jid paatry he ue 
RTO KCTCtly purchued in other pUcea. Oa the t4di of July, 1791, hii attoidaDti, on 
Kxount of the threati aBaiuL hit liie, put a hreailplalc od him under hii o 

■JfiWiVvr, VIII. 971, 178. A deputy, excunne hii aaiailanti, pntenda 
Brged the people 10 eater the Tutlcrica garden. Jt n fcvcely noccsaary to 
dw Couiitucnt Aiaembly d'Eipi^mJoil ma one of the mat coi.*plcwu* ncaba* rf (bl 
abeme "RithL"— Due do G^te, "Mimoiict," 1. iB. 

* I^fiiyettB, " MmKnTca," L 46$. 
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tailor's shop, and its secretary, employed in the leather market, 
support their manifesto with three lines of a tragedy floating 
vaguely in their minds,' and name the Boulevard Madeleine St 
Honors as a rendezvous on the following Sunday for all well- 
disposed persons. On the 6th of August, Varlet, a post-office 
clerk, makes known to the Assembly, in the name of the 
petitioners of the Champ de Mars, the programme of the fee 
tion : the dethronement of the King, the indictment, arrest, 
and speedy condemnation of Lafayette, the immediate convok- 
ing of the primary assemblies, universal sufirage, the discharge 
of all staff officers, the renewal of the departmental directories, ' 
the recall of all ambassadors, the suppression of diplomacy, and 
a return to the state of nature. 

The Girondists may now interpose delay, negotiate, beat about 
and argue as much as they please; their hesitation has no Other 
effect than to consign them into the background, as being luke- 
warm and timid. Thanks to them, the faction now has its 
deliberative assemblies, its executive powers, its central seat of 
government, its enlarged, tried, and ready anny, and, forcibly 
or othowise, its programme will be carried out 



The first pomt to gain is to constrain the Assembly to depose 
the King. Several times already,' on the 26th of July and 
August 4, secret conventicles had been held, in which obscure 
individuals decided the fate of France, and gave the signal for 

< Mn^inr, XIIT. 34a— Tk Ojit aOttt pemlaiia li highly buimciiTe. We kc in them 
dMItuagTii^DduiddegRacif eduatknafihepHiDaaen: u me tune ■ lutfcdncued wriKr 
Utempdng to Raaoa in tbevebi nt ibm Cfftttrat Sximi ; at uiDther, a icboolbo; ipoudnE lb« 
tbadei of lUyiial ; uid nfiiiD, the conKf kner-wliwr pultiai tOEOtbar tbe paiodi IbniuDf 
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insurrection. — Restrained with great difficulty, they consented 
**to have patience until August 9, at 11 o'clock in the evening." * 
On that day the discussion of the dethronement is to take place 
in the Assembly, and calculations are made on a favorable vote 
under such a positive threat; its reluctance must yield to the 
certainty of an armed investment. — On the 8th of August, how- 
ever, the Assembly refuses, by a majority of two-thirds, to indict 
the great enemy, Lafayette. Tlie double amputation, therefore, 
so essential for public safety, must be begun with this majority. 

The moment the acquittal is announced, the galleries, usually 
so vociferous, maintain " gloomy silence." • The word of com- 
mand for them is to keep themselves in reserve for the streets. 
One by one the deputies who voted for T^afayette are designated 
to the mob at the doors, and a shout goes up, "The rasc^, the 
knaves, the traitors living on the civil list ! Hang them I Kill 
them ! Put an end to them ! " Mud, mortar, plaster, stones are 
thrown at them, and they are severely pummelled. M. M&i&res, 
in the Rue du Dauphin, is seized by the throat, and a woman 
strikes at him, which he parries. In the Rue St Honor6, a 
number of men in red caps surround M. Regnault-Beaucerbn, 
and decide to "string him up at the lantern"; a man in his 
jacket had already grabbed him from behind and raised him up, 
when the grenadiers of Sainte-Opportune arrive in time to set 
him free. In the Rue St. Louis, M. Deuzy, repeatedly struck on 
the back with stones, has a sabre twice raised over his head. In 
the Passage des Feuillants, M. Desbois is pummelled, and a 
"snuff-box, his pocket-book, and cane" are stolen fcom him. In 
the lobbies of the Assembly, M. Girardin is on the point of be- 
ing assassinated.' Eight deputies besides these are pursued, and 

I Mordmer-Teraaux, II. i8a. Dedsion of the Quinze-Vingt Section, Aug. 4.— Budiei et 
R011X, XVI. 402-410. History of the Quinze-Vingt Section. 

^Moniteur^ XIII. 367, session of Aug. 8. — Ibid., 369 and foUoMring pftgek Senion of 
Aug. 9. Letters and speeches of maltreated deputies. 

* Mtmiteur, 371. Speech of M. Girardin : ** I am confident that most of those who bisulted 
me were foreigners." — J bid, , 37a Letter of M. Frouvi&res : " Many of die catizensy coming 
out of their shops', exclaimed : How can they insult the deputies in this way f Run away 1 
run off t " — M. Jolivet, that evening attending a meeting of the Jacobin Club, states "diai 
the Jacobin tribunes wer- ^ firom sharing in this frenzy." He heard "one indiYidual ia 
diese tribunes exclaim, on the proposal to put the dwellings of the deputies on the lift, that 
it was outrageous." — Countless other details show the small number and character of dw 
fiictions. — Ibid.t 274- Speech of Aubert-Dubacet : " I saw men dressed in the ccats of the 
aatioDal guard, widi countenances betraying everything that is most vfle ia wiclmdatc** 
Tbere we "a greet many eviLKiispoeed penont among the fedeiatee." 
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rake refuge in the guard-room of the Palus Rojrsl. A Federate 
enters along with them, and "there, his eyes sparkling with ragq 
and thumping on the table like a madman," he exdaims to H. 
Dumolard, who is the best known : " If you are unlucky enough 
to put your feet in the Assembly again, I'll cut off your head 
with my sword ! " As to the principal defender of Lafayette, 
M. Vaublanc, he is assailed three times, but he is wary enough 
not to return home ; a number of infuriates, however, invest his 
house, yelling ont that "eighty citizens are to perish by their 
hands, and he one of the first" ; a dozen of the gang ascend to 
his apartments, rummage them in every comer, midce another 
t&M to find him in the adjcnning houses, and, not being able to 
tecme him, try to find his family ; he is notified that, if he returns 
.to his house, he will be massacred. — In the evening, on die 
Feuillants tenace, odier deputies are subjected to the same out- 
rages; the gendarmerie tries in vain to protect them, while the 
"commandant of the Narional Guard, on leaving his post, is 
attacked and cut down." > — Meanwhile, some of the Jacobins in 
the lobbies "doom the majority of the Assembly to destruction*; 
one orator declares that " the people have a right to form lists of 
proscription," and the dub accordingly decides on printing and 
publishing the names of all the deputies who acquitted La&y- 
ette.— Never was physical constraint displayed and applied with 
sttch <^en shamelessness. 

' On the fc^owing day, August 9, armed men gather aronad 
' Qie approadtes to die A^embty, and sabres are seen even in the 
corridors.' The galleries, more imperious than ever, cheer, and 
break out in ironic shouts of triumph and approval every time 
the attacks of the previous evening are denounced in the 
tribune. The president calls &e offenders to order more than 
twenty times, but his voice and his bell are drowned in the up- 
roar. It is impossible to express an opinion. Most of the 

' IJf«*U»-,XULi7a(latniifM.a<Jiil7,UUnBorjiittioB).-^au:,SndMlUUlaB0f 
It. JoIUTct.— Bucha ct Roux, XVL 370 (hbIoo of Oa JudUb Clu^ Ant. S, at nnlBK). 
Spwdi bf Gaui^Ueiii. 

•JA«%»-,XTIL j7°.-C£/M£,thclEtlaarH.C>ii,m).-;MiL,}7i. Specdi br U. 
A. ViubliUH:.~-UDon, "Jounial durinE ■ RaKkncc is Fnnc^" L ij (Aug, le). Tlia 
bdpudncc at ihe people LD the satleriei ns intolBsble. THerv wu "■ loud uid uslveml 
pMi of laughter boa all the galkriei " on the readipg of a letter, in wtilch a deputy irnNa 
Ihat he wai t hr eate n ed with decapitation. — *' Fifty membcn woe n^StnUbt^ at pxual tha 

■loogiHla of ibia." 
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representatives who were maltreated the evening befbrei write 
that they will not retiun^ while others, who are present, declare 
that they will not vote again '<if they cannot be secure of free- 
dom of conscience in their deliberations.'* At this utterance, 
which expresses the secret sentiment of "nearly the whole of the 
Assembly,"^ "all the members of the 'Right,' and many of the 
*Left,' arise simultaneously and exclaim: *Yes, yes; we will 
debate no longer unless we are free !'"— As usual, however, the 
majority gives way the moment effective measures are to be 
adopted ; its heart sinks, as it always has done, on being called 
upon to act in self-defence, while these official declarations, one 
on top of the other, in hiding from it the gravity of the danger, 
sink it deeper in its own timidity. At this same session the 
syndic-attorney of the department reports that the mob is ready, 
that 900 armed men had just entered Paris, that the tocsin 
would be rung at midnight, and that the municipality tolerates 
or favors the insurrection. At this same session, the Minister of 
Justice gives notice that "the laws are powerless," and that the 
government is no longer responsible. At this same session. Po- 
tion, the mayor, almost avowing his complicity, appears at the 
bar of the house, and declares positively that he will have nothing 
to do with the public forces, because "it would be arming one 
body of citizens against another." * — Every support is evidently 
knocked away. Feeling that it is abandoned, the Assembly 
gives up, and, as a last expedient, and with a degree of weak* 
ness or simplicity which admirably depicts the legislators of the 
epoch, it adopts a philosophic address to the people, "instruct- 
ing It what to do in the exercise of its sovereignty." 

How this i& done, it may see the next morning. At 7 o'clock, 
a Jacobin deputy stops in a cab before the door of the Feufl- 
lants dub; a crowd gathers around him, and he gives his name, 
Delmas. The crowd understood it as Dumas, a notorious Con- 
stitutionalist, and, in a rage, drag him out of the vehicle and 
knock him down; had not other deputies run up and given 

1 MamUtmr, IHd., p. 371. — ^La&yette, I. 467. " On the 9th of Augnst, as am be seen in 
gbe mimulDated editions of the Logogra^ks, the Assembly, almost to a man, arose and 
dadared that it was not free.** IUd.,47B. "On the 9th of August the Assembly had passed 
m dixrsa Julailiig that it was not fiee. This decree was torn op on tibe zoth. But it b no 
le«s tnw that it was passed." 

r^XSXL^^SthV^ Sp eech by Roedcrer, letter of l£ da JoJy, tai sp ee ch by 
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Assurances that he was the patriot Delmas, of Toulouse, instead 
of "the traitor, Mathieu Dumas," he was a lost man.* Dumas 
makes no effort to enter. He finds on the Place Venddme a 
second and not less instructive warning. Some wretches, fol- 
lowed by the usual rabble, carry about a number of heads on 
pikes, those probably of the journalist Suleau, and three others, 
massacred a quarter of an hour before ; "boys quite young, mere 
children, play with these heads by tossing them in the air, and 
catching them on the ends of their sticks." — There is no doubt 
but that the deputies of the "Right," and even of the "Centre," 
would do well to go home and stay there. In fact, they are no 
longer seen in the Assembly.* In the afternoon, out of the 630 
members still present the evening before, 346 do not answer the 
call, while about thirty others had either withdrawn before this 
or sent in their resignations.' The purging is complete, like that 
to which Cromwell, in 164S, subjected the Long Parliament 
Henceforth the Legislative body, reduced to 234 Jacobins 01 
Girondists, with 60 frightened or tractable neutrals, will obey the . 
orders of the street without any difficulty. A change has come : 
over the spirit of the body as well as over its composition ; it is ; 
nothing more now than a servile instnmient in the hands of the \ 
seditious, who have mutilated it, and who, masters of it throng I 
% first misdeed, are going to use it to legalise other crimes. I 

VI. 
During the night of the 9th and loth of August their govern- 
ment is organised for action, its organisation, as its forth coming 
action will be, being due to violence and fraud. — In vain 
have they wrought up and wearied the sections for the past 
fortnight ; they are not yet submissive, only six out of forty- 

l HitUeo Dumu, "Mtfmoina,'^ 11- 461. 

■ *'Clmaii1DedaciiiqaaiiteJoun,*'br RixdvRT..— MardmBT-Tflmiiiu. IL 060.— 'BodHi «t 
Roux, XVL 4^-^Tvwudi luir-pait Kven b tin nwrniDg then wen only from i&^ t* 
d^ty nembsi iiii»iil (TcwiiiKiny of two of the MJnatBi who km the AmanUj.) 

■ Monimer-Taoiui, II. 105. At the ballot of July 11, not coundDK memben ou Iwe ol 
■beeoce or dclegued eluvbere. and the dead oot replaced, there were already twenly-aefta 
Bot aniwning ihe ciH. wlule after di»l date three otheti resigned— Buchei et Roui, XVIL 
)«ii (lEBion qT SepL 1. 1791). Htiault de S&hcUs b elected presdeot by 348 out <S ajy 
voters. — Hiu, riS (after Aug. 10). "We attended the meetings of the Hoiue aimply xa 
ihow that we had not glTBi them tip. We took do pan En the /i:*.^**tt*rta_ uid dd dia TOM 

' ' ' I iciii. Thli wai the only pnMO «• 
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eight at the present hour, eleven o'clock at night, being fbunc 
sufficiently excited or purged to send their commissioners forth- 
with, with full power, to the H6tel-de-ville. The others wil 
follow, but the majority rests inert or refractory .^^ — It is necessarjr 
therefore, to deceive or force this majority, and, to this end 
darkness, the late hour, disorder, dread of the coming day, ari< 
the uncertainty of what to do, are precious auxiliaries. In man] 
of the sections,* the meetings are already adjourned or deserted 
only a few members of the permanent bureau remain in th< 
room, with a few men, perhaps asleep, on the nearly empt] 
benches. An emissary arrives from the insurgent sections, alon| 
with a company of trusty fellows belonging to the quarter, an< 
cries out, Save the country! The sleepers open their cyea 
stretch themselves, raise their hands, and elect whoever is desig 
nated, oftentimes strangers and other unknown individuals, wh< 
will be disowned the coming day at a full meeting of the section 
There is no official report drawn up, no ballotting, the course 
pursued being the most prompt. At the Arsenal section, si: 
electors present choose three among their own number to rep 
resent 1,400 active citizens. Elsewhere, a throng of harridans 
vagabonds, and others who "make night hideous," invade th( 
■premises, drive out the friends of order, and carry all the nomi 
nations made.^ Other sections consent to elect, but withou 
giving full power. Several make express reservations, stipulatinj 
that their delegates shall act in concert with the legal municipal 
ity, distrusting the future committee, and declaring in advano 
that they will not obey it. A few elect their commissioners onl; 
to obtain information, and, at the same time, to show that the] 
intend earnestly to stop all rioting.^ Finally, at least twent] 
sections abstain from or disapprove of the proceedings and sen( 
no delegates. — It makes but little difference — ^they can be dis 
pensed with. At three o'clock in the morning, 19 sections, and 
. at seven o'clock, 24 or 25,^ are represented one way or anothe 

^ Mortimer-Temaux, IL 339, 933, 4x7 and following pages. M. Mordmer-TenuLiix fa di 
ftnt to expose, with documents to support him and critical discussion, the fcmnatioB of di 
mrolutionary commune. — ^The six sections referred to are the Tiom b a r ds, GxaviUien» Bfax 
OOdMtl, Gobelins, Th6atre-Fran9ais, and Faubourg Poissonniire. 

'For instance, the En&nts Rouges, Louvre, Observatoire, Fontaine-Gfcndle^ Faaboof 
8c> Denis, and Thermes de Julien. 
. . • J^«xamplah at the sections of Mootreuil* Popincour^ and Itoi4e Sidla 

^ For example, Ponceau, Invalides, Sainte-Geneviive. 

*lfotiiiier>Tiiiiaiu^ IL 040^ 
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at the Hdtel-de-ville, and this repiesentatioii fonns a centtol 
committee. At all events, there is nothing to prevent seventf 
or eighty subordinate intriguers and desperadoes, who have 
slipped in or pushed through, from calling themselves au^ioiised 
delegates and ministers plenipotentiaiy of the entire Paris pop- 
ulation,* and of going to work at once. Scarcely are they 
installed under the presidency of Huguenin, with Tallien for a 
secretary, when they issue a summons for "twenty-five armed 
men from each section," five hundred vigorous feUows, to act as 
guards and serve as an executive force. — Against a band of this 
description the munidpa] coundl, in session in the opposite 
Chamber, is feeble enough. Moreover, the most moderate and 
firmest of its members, sent away on purpose, are on missions to 
the Assembly, at the palace, and in different quarters of Fans, 
while its galleries are crammed with villainous looking men, 
posted there to create an uproar, its deliberations being carried 
on under menaces of death. — Hence, as the night wean on, 
between the two assemblages, one legal and the other illegal, in 
session at the same time, facing each other like the two aides of 
a scale, the equilibrium disappears. Lassitude, fear, discour- 
agement, deserdon, increase on one side, while numberB, audaci- 

'ly, force, and usurpation increase on the other. At length, the 
t^ter wrests from tiie former aQ the acts it needs to Btait the in- 

■soirection sjid render defence impossible. About mx o'clock in 
the morning the intruding committee, in the name of the people, 
enda the matter by suspending the legitimate council, which it 
then expels, and takes possession of its chairs. 

The first act of the new sovereigns indicates at once what they 
mean to do. M, de Mandat, in command of the Nationsd 
Guard, summoned to the Hdtel-de-ville, had come to explain to 
the council what disposition he had made of his troops, and 
what orders he had issued. They seize him, interrogate him in 
their turn,* depose him, appoint Santerre in bis place, and, to 

' MoRuner-Temui, 44^ (tin 1/ the M 
fa lbs mamiDt^. " Le Tuhleiii t&ifail do Conuniiaira dti il ■ 
!• ownl t/atai i» la ConmiuiK in Furit, ]e 10 AdAi, 17 
lUBd mli] Ihree or foui mgnlhl ktm-. with bU the OMDI 
fa Sndun « Roui. XVL 4S<i.— "RnUdan di I'lbbi SJcard." " At thM tiw ■ kM of nuD- 
<hei^ afier dw genenl mceluis »( Ilia KcdDDi wu ovci, puieil tea in dw nuoe oT the wliiil* 
. MHnbbifa ud hid tbem executed, tttterly unknoim ta thoae who hul dona thii, or tif l^n 
'm mlbitDiBta vicdnu of thai prDcccdinjp " (nupponnl by doamwiti). 
B-TarawB, IL tjcs iTl- (ThaoSdiil repnt of UndM!'* «aBiaalio> caMilM 
CnMvW 
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derive all the beoelit thejr can froni his capture, they order hiia 
to withdraw one-half of his men stationed around the palace 
Fully aware of what he was exposed to in this den of thieves, h( 
nobly refuses; forthwith they consign him to prison, and send 
Jum to the Abbayc "for his greater safety," At these significaU 
words from Danton,' he is murdered at the door as he leaves bj 
Rossignol, one of Danton's accolytes, with a pistol-shot at arm^ 
length. — After tragedy comes comedy. At the urgent requesi 
of F^tion, who is unwilling to be called out against the riotera,' 
they send him a guard of 400 men, thus confining him in hii 
own house, and, apparently, in spite of himself. 

With treachery as a shelter on one side, and assassination Of 
.he other, the insurrection may now go on in fuU security befon 
the big hypocrite (tartu/e) who solemnly complains of his voluS' 
tary captivity, and before the corpse, with shattered brow, lyinj 
on the steps of the H6tel-de-ville. On the right bank of th< 
river, the battalions of the faubourg Saint-Antoine, and, on thi 
left, those of the faubourg Saint-Marcel, the Bretons, and thi 
Marseilles band, march forth as freely as if going to parade 
Measures of defence are disconcerted by the murder of the com 
manding genera], and by the mayor's duplicity; there is nc 
resistance on -guarded spots, at the arcade Saint-Jean, tin 
passages of the bridges, along the quays, and in the court of thi 
Louvre. An advance guard of the populace, women, childroi 
and men, armed with shoeknives, cudgels, and pikes, spre« 

1 Clantie, " CuuHc Danwiluu," p. tfi-j (ooiei of Topino-Letiniii ea Dunte'i iilil| 
DuDn, in die plegdiogl, wyl : " I left at i o'clock in the moming. I WBt U die invfa 

tlaujy commune and prooouoccd leiiience of deaih on Mandeti who bad orden ta Ciea 
the penide." Daotoa iatht nine place layi: "1 had plannnl ihe lolhdf AugiuL" Itl 
■nrf eaata that Inm i to ; o'clodi in ihE marainB (when Mandat wai killed) he nt A 
printipal leadp of the intuneclioiial CDOimiine, Nobody was &0 poteni, » overbcaiiof, ■ 
veil endowwi pbydcelly for tbe control of inch a cmivenacle u Danton. Bende% unov 

deputy of the lyndic-eltonicy. Hepce hij preslige after the victory aod appqintnuBt i 
lUniiter of jBtlcc Hi* hienrchical lupeiior, the lyndic-aliomey Manuel, *ha «• thB 
■ho and ilgiKd hb name, ihoved himself undouhledly the pitifiJ fellow he iru, an nffiicM 
anlr, lidlculoul loud-talker. For lhi> itaioa he wai allowed id remain ayDdic-allaiiUT ■■ 
tool and lervanL— Beaulieu, "Etsaii lur b (Urotulion FianfoiH," III. 454. "Roacn 
boaited of faaviaf committed thit akMSHPalion lunueif." 

■ "Plica inltnvantes pout I'hiiioire," by Pfdcn, 1793. "I desired the luiuriKtion, hi 
1 tnmbled for fear that it might not succeed. Mr pAsiiion wu a critical odc. 1 had u d 
BT dnCT ai a dtiien without laciiridng ihai of a mai^iate; eitonali had u be pt eaer wj 
vtthont dengaliag &tiai formi. The plan wat 10 conHne me in my own hDu«; bvt Ika 
&rfot or ddayed 10 tarry thii out. Who do you [hink npealedly leot Eti nrga Ibm mcMb 
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over the abandoned Cairousel, and, towards dght o'clock, ths 
advance column, led by Westermann, debouches in front of the 
oalace. 



VII. 
It die King had been willing to fight, he might still hare 
defended himself, saved himself, and even been victorious,— In 
the Tuilcries, 950 of the Swiss Guard and 200 genderaea stood 
ready to die for him to the last man. Around the Tuileries, two 
or three thousand National Guard, the ^ite of the Parisian pop- 
ulation, had just cheered him as he passed : ' " Hurrah for the 
King 1 Hurrah for Louis XVI. I He is our King and we want 
DO othgr; we want him only! Down with the rioters! Down 
witTl the Jacobins I We will defend him unto death 1 Let him 
put himself at our head I Hurrah for the Narion, the Law, the 
Constitution, and the King, which arc all onel" If the can- 
noneers were silent, and seemed ill-disposed,' it was simply neces- 
sary to disarm them suddenly, and hand over their pieces to 
loyal men. Four thousand guns and eleven pieces of artillery, 
protected by the walls of the courts and by the thick masonry 
of the palace, were certainly sufGcient against the nine or ten 
thousand Jacobins in Paris, most of them pikemen, badly led by 
improvised or refractory battahon officers, and, still worse, com- 
manded by their new general, Santerre, who, always caution^ 
kept himself aloof in the HAtel-de-ville, out of harm's way. 
The only staunch men in the Carrousel were the eight hundred 
men from Brest and Marseilles ; the rest consisted of a rabble 

ir, ml at d>e Oumud. b dw tunue of BouirieiiDe'i bntfas. 
he BT>i "■"')»< ■>»k plvc duTUE the dijt.' . . Tlia lda( 
D tiii ddence u tht CaDTcntiDn BDCC had on the I3lh VcDd^ 
tj whild the OHnucs of the Uuer were mach arm formuUbJe and better dudpUoecL 
rhe ETdter put nt the pUiDDa] guard ihowed that they favored the kiof ; thii jualiae mutt 
be doK to it" 

■OflSda] nponof Lcrnn. Oa the ilde of the gaiden, along the terrace br lliennr, and 
±Bi oa the renun wen "a tew ihoua of fht b rW/ many tar I'm U natiaitt fnvaf la 
laMt-iMbUfi / DlwD with the king! Down with the mo I Down with the <ild pqriier I etc, 
—Bui I can tcni^ that theK inaulu wot all uttered belwtea the Peel ~ 
paitene, and by abinit a ' 

' Mortinwr-Te 
battiaion: "lea 
noJate the Conidtutica nulcn I 
Imiri Pgimauiifae caihlcRd 
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itlce diat of July 14, October 5, and June 20 ; > Ae palace, mjm 
Napoleon Bonaparte, was attacked by the vilest eaaaiiky pro* 
fessional rioteis, Maillard's band, and the bands of Lazomit^ 
Foumicr, and Th^roigne, by all the assassins, indeed, of the 
previous night and day, and of the following day, which spedes 
of combatants, as was proved by the event, would have scat- 
tered at the first discharge of a cannon. — But, with the governing 
as with the governed, all nodon of the State was lost, the former 
through humanity become a duty, and the latter through insub- 
ordination erected into a right. At the close of the eighteenth 
Century, in the upper as well as in the middle class, there was a 
horror of blood;* refined social ways, coupled with an idyllic 
imagination, had softened the militant disposition. Everywhere 
the magistrates had forgotten that the maintenance of society 
and of civilisation is a benefit of infinitely greater imp9rtf^ce 
than the lives of a parcel of maniacs and malefactors; thU the 
prime object of government, as well as of a police, is the preser- 
vation of order by force ; that a gendarme is not a plHlanthr<^ 
pist; that, if attacked on his post, he must use his swor^ and 
that, in sheathing it for fear of wounding his aggressors, he fails 
to do his duty. 

'Iliis dme again, in the court of the Carrousel, the magistrates 
on the spot, finding that " their responsibility is insupportable,"* 
cxmcem themselves only with how to " avoid the effusion dT 
blood;" it is with regret, and this they state to the troops, "in" 

■MoitinKr-Tcnuux. JV. 341. StKeA of P'1>r d'Esludne *I ihe JusUb QiA, Not. j, 
1791. " Let it be louiliy procLiiiDcd [haL th«c are tNe ume pien who caplurcd the Tuikvio^ 
bfoke inia the Abbaye priioni. ihcnr of Oileans and (boKof VenailleL" 

> Id Ihii rei^ecl Ibt riu uf the aiainiLde.Mm Qulj i;, 1791). Ibe only «ui tlut wu nqt. 

ini the word of conmuuid fnua the mob, thii Uu began, according u ciuuhd, to pek thOB 

imda ■ KOKhing lun. uid tbeo ^L-ll■d Uke hoUday-Iuriicyi la be knuelicd down with bri^ 

■heir find and killed ■ doien or two of ihe ragged regimenL Tkc rest inn dIT like lusqr U- 
lowi. If Ihe miliiia had wailed foi ordcis ihey mighi, 1 fancy, h»t been all knocked dewa 
bafate Ihey received any- . . Lafayelle wai very near being kiBvd in the morning ; but 
Um piaiol uapped Al his breaat- I'he tusmin was immafialely secured, but he ordered hia 
to be dtfcharged^' (Gourcrocttr Monis, letter of July 40, 1791)- Likewoc, on Ihe aqlhof 
AHgnit, 179a, u Rouen, the national guard, defending ihe HAieLde-ville, is pdled with 
•tone* mora than an hour, while Einnyan! wounded. The magiatiatei make every concet- 
■lon and try every expedient, the mayor mading the not act five ot lii dmea Finally the 
Mtlooal gtoudifiiRed bBh, eiclahn: "If you do not allow va toiepel forte wiihfurce we 
shall le*v«." They fire and four peraons are killed aid two wounded, and the ctowd breaks 
ap. <-'Arch]TaNatioiiaIea,''F', t,(«s. affidaliepoiter IheSauen municipality. Aui. 19; 
■ddrean of the munidpalilj. Amfi aS : lalKi «f die Hi 
At«. 10, etc] 
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faltering tones," that they proclaim martial law.' Th^ "fot1n4- 
them to attack," merely "authorisiDg them to repel force with 
(brcc ; " in other words, they order them to support the first fire : 
"you are not to fire until you are fired upon." — Still better, they. 
go from company to company, " openly declaring that opposition 
to such a large and well-armed assemblage would be folly, and. 
that it would be a very great misfortune to attempt it" — " I 
repeat to you," said Leroux, "that a defence seems to me mad-, 
ness." — Such is the way in which, for more than an hour, they; 
encourage the National Guard. " All I ask," says Leroux again,. 
"is that you wait a little longer. I hope that we shall induce.- 
the King to yield: to the National Assembly." — Always the saipe. 
tacticstfr-twrender the genoal and the fortress rather than fire 
on the mibi To this end they return to the King, with Rcederei 
at thdr head, and renew their efforts: "Sire," says Rcederer, 
"time pKsses, and we ask you to consent to accompany us."— 
For a few moments, the last and most solemn of the monarchy, 
the King hesitates.* His good sense, probably, enabled him to 
see that a retreat was abdication; but his phlegmatic under- 
standing is at first unable to dearly define its consequences; 
moreover, his optimism had never compassed the vastness ot 
popular imbecility, nor sounded the depths of human wicked- 
ness; he cannot imagine calumny transforming his dislike of 
shedding blood into a disposition to shed blood.^ Besides, he is 
bound by his past, by his habit of always yielding; by his 
determination, declared and maintained for the past three years, 
never to cause civil war; by his obstinate humanitarianism, and 
especially by his religious equanimity. The animal instinct of 
resistance has been systematically extinguished in him, the flash 

■ Offidtd npnt of Lainu.— " Chniiiqaa da daquaate jiiun," far Rodenr. — " DteBi 
pmiciiliai Bir Id |oun>i« du lo Aobt," b; m bouriKiB oTPuii, u erg-witnai (iSh). 

tB^rbuooK, "H^novt^" 69. "Ererri^E bcttdmicd victory fix the court if tbo liif 
bed DM Ml his pott. . . If be bad ihown UmKlt if ha had suooled oa bon^Ml lb* 
bairalioDft of Paiii would hflrg decbred for hufL" 

> ■' RJToluIiaa dc Fuit,'' numbo' lor Aug. 11, i^s- "1^ uth sf AnguM, IR*. 1* Mill 
^Dce honibLo than the a4th of Auguit, 1570, ud Loidi XVL a greater monvtcr thanQHrki 
IX." "Thoiuandi of torcha were fbuod incellan, appaitotly placed there to bumdowtt 
Parii at aognal fmin thii modem Nero." la die nuinber for Aug. 18: "The plan ta 
Louii Nsn) and for Medial ADIaiiiette ii not in the towsi of the Temple ; their head* iboaU 
haTeUkc tioJB ihe Euillaliiie on the nij^t of the loth of AupuL" (Spedaldetailiofapaii 
of dio lone to mauacre all patriot depuliea. and intLnudate Puis with a grand pinacipy tmA 
hj kc^iiii^ the gnJlLoIiiie coaalaAllr at vok.) "That crowned egn and fafa AaMriav 

i« 
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of anger in all of qs which starts up under unjust and bmt& 
aggressions; the Christian has supplanted the King; he is dc 
longer aware that duty obliges him to be a man of the sword 
that, in his suirendei, he surrender the State, and that to yieU 
like a lamb is to lead all honest people, along with himself intc 
the shambles. "Let us go," said he, raising his right hand, "w( 
will give, since it is necessary, one more proof of our self-sacri' 
fice." * Accompanied by his family and Ministers, he sets out 
between two lines of National Guards and the Swiss Guard,' ant 
reaches the Assembly, which sends a deputation to poeet him 
entering the chamber he says : " I come here to prev«it a greal 
crime."— No pretext, indeed, for a conflict now exists. An 
assault on the insurgent side is useless, since the monarch, wftt 
all belonging to him and his govenunent, have left the palace 
On the other side, the garrison will not begin the fight; dimiii' 
ished by 150 Swiss and nearly all the grenadiers of the Filles St 
Thomas, who served as the King's escort to the Assembly, it ii 
reduced to a few gendemen, 750 Swiss, and about a hundred Na' 
tional Guards; the others, on leaming that the King is going 
consider their services at an end and disperse.' — All seems to be 
over in the sacrifice of royalty. Louis XVI. imagines that th< 
Assembly, at the worst, will suspend him from his fiinctions, anc 
that he will return to the Tuileries as a private individual. Ot 
leaving the palace, indeed, he orders his valet to keep up thi 
service until he himself returns firom the National Assembly.* 

He did not count on the exigencies, delusions and disorder: 
of an insurrection. — Threatened by the Jacobin caononeen 
remaining with their artillery in the inside courts, the gate 

> Nvntivs tt ihs Umiitcr Joly (writtEn four day* liter die ercat). Tke Ung in^m 
■bout lulf-iiut diht—Cf. Uadime Cuapu, " VLttumt," ud J/frndnv, XIIL jt*. 

>"IUvoluIIoa de Paiii," uumba Tot Aug. !& Oa Ui mjr ■ mt<aI»Ut »efa out b 
finU of die nwi Bod tria lo prevont dia kinc from pncccdmc. TIhi offics of die pnn 

lnn<,( ofuiboiieitniaiiJ Bui I hiTt no idea of TO""!^ ("'•t "> 

70B. Thil li nol WMiled thm I " "Louh XVL," 

nj without bfiof et eU itruck 



I HoninKr-Teniwii, IL 311, 31). The long, u the foot oT die Hdica^ lud ulced Sa 
ient: "Whatvill becosuof die pcmmi Tcmiining ibnet" "Sii^'be i^lBi, "the; 
Hni to be ia pleiii dno. TboK wKo Iute nronli have menly to tike dioii «S, Vixm 70a 
Hhd leave by the garden." A ccnatu □umber oT B;cndtinen, hkdccd, do lo, apd Aoa dtpMt 
«hiii odicn fivcnpe by the oppodlc side Ihiuu^h the fsilery of dto Loon*. 

•UiAoa do hVaienae, "Hiitoin peitScuUtic." etc, 108. (Te«bae]r<f *» w kt tk 
tMmmitrt lAbnicr de OumlUy, wiib irbaiii Muhoa wu Impi i M c d la &• fdM> af I4 
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keepers open the gates. The insurgents rush m, fraternise with 
the lannoneers, reach the vestibule, ascend the grand staircase, 
and summon the Swiss to surrender.' — These show no hostile 
spirit ; many o^ them, as a mark of good humor, throw packets 
of cartridges out of the windows ; some even go so far as to let 
themselves be etnbraccd and led away. The regiment, however, 
faithful to its orders, will not yield to force.' "We are Swiss," 
replies the sergeant, Blaser; "the Swiss do not part with their 
arms but with their lives. We think that we do not merit such 
an insult If the regiment is no longer wanted, let it be legally 
discharged. But we will not leave our post, nor will we let out 
arms be taken fix>m us." The two bodies of troops remun 
feeing each other on the staircase for three-quarters of an hour, 
almost intermingled, one silent and the other excited, turbulent, 
and active, with all the ardor and lack of discipline peculiar to 
a popular gathering, each insurgent striving apart, and in his own 
way, to corrupt, intimidate, or constrain the Swiss Guards. 
Granier, of Marseilles, at the head of the staircase, holds two of 
them at arms' length, trying in a friendly manner to draw them 
down.' At the foot of the staircase the crowd is shouting and 
threatening; lightermen, armed with boat-hooks, harpoon the 
sentinels by their shoulder-straps, and pull down four or five, like 
so many fishes, amid shouts of laughter.— Just at this moment a 
pistol goes off, nobody being able to tell which party fired it* 
The Swiss, firing from above, dean out the vestibule and the 
courts, rush down into the square and seize the cannon; the 
insolvents scatter and fly out of range. The bravest, neverthe- 
less, rally behind the entrances of the houses on the Carrousel, 
throw cartridges into the courts of the small buildings and set 
them on fire. During another half-hour, under the dense smoke 
of the first discharge and of the burning buildings, both sides fire 

■DcLAYileoe, "MCmoua," I. Si. "We then tbuDd the snod lUirtaK bund bTR xn 
of boun pUced ftCTDU it, nnd dcTended by Kvenl Swiu officer!, wbo wen dviUy di^iudng 
ll* pauafe witb tbouE fifiy nud fctlom, wbue odd drcB verr much ntembled that of ibv 
brigandi In our melodmruK. Thej wen Imonaited, while tbeir coone IvDEuage uid qu« 
liiqiTccitiaiii indicaled the town of Muieillei, which h*d belched Ibem loMh." 

■ UonuneT-l'emaui," IL 314, 317. 48; {ocanuDatioD of M. de Ksbufa). "Thdr onkn 
wen col to lire imiil dw Ymrd wu ^veo, ud not belbte the nuifciiial fsaid had Kt Iha 

>Buchei a. Rdui, XVL 441, sBimied by PJiloB.-.Fdtier, "HbKiln ^ u AoAt~ 
•M. deNicobil wu Oen die next dijr, Aog. it. " The fcdenta bid fin^wUck ww 
Uhmd br ■ ihup fiflir Ai™ <'>• chAauwbdiHn" (LsCoaM dePonet h Cow di 
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haphazard, whQe the Swiss, far from giving way, have scarcdy 
ost a few men, when a messenger from the King axnves, M. 
d'Hervilly, who orders in his name the firing to cease, and the 
men to retjm to their barracks. 

Slowly and regularly they form in line and retire along llie 
broad alley of the garden. At the sight of these foreignen^ 
however, in red coats, who had just fired on Frenchmen, the 
guns of the battalion stationed on the terraces go off of their 
own accord, and the Swiss column divides in two. One body of 
250 men turns to the right, teaches the Assembly, lays down its 
arms at the King's order, and allows itself to be shut up in the 
Feuillants church. 'ITie others are annihilated on crossing the 
garden, or cut down on the Place Louis XV, by the mounted 
gendarmerie. No quarter is given. The warfare is that of a 
mob, not civilised war, but primitive war, that of barbarians. 
In the abandoned palace into which the insurgents entered five 
minutes afler the departure of the garrison,' they kill the wound- 
ed, the two Swiss surgeons attending to them,* the Swiss who 
had not fired a gun, and who, in the balcony on the side of the 
garden, "cast off their cartridge-boxes, sabres, coats, and hats, 
and shout: 'Friends, we are with you, we are Frenchmen, we 
belong to the nation I "" They kill the Swiss, armed or unarmed, 
who remain at their posts in the apartments. They kill the 
Swiss gate-keepers in their boxes. They kill everybody in the 
kitchens, from the head cook down to the pot boys.* The 
women barely escape. Madatne Campan, on her knees, seized 
by the back, sees an uplifted sabre about to fall on her, when 
a voice fi^m the foot of the st^case calls out: "What are 
you doing there? The women are not to be killed!" "Gel 
up, you hussy, the nation forgives you ! " — To make up for this 
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the natioD helps itself and iadulges itself to its heart's content 
in the palace which now belongs to it. Some honest persons do, 
indeed, cany money and valuables to the National Assembly, 
but others pillage and destroy all that they can.' They shatter 
mirrois, break fUrniture to pieces, and throw clocks out of the 
window ; they shout the Marseilles hymn, which one of the Na- 
tional Guards accompanies on a harpsichord,' and descend to 
the cellars, where they gorge themselves. " For more than a 
fortnight," says an eye witness,' "one walked on fragments of 
bottles." In the garden, espedally, "it might be said that they 
had tried to pave the walks with broken glass." — Porters are 
seen seated on the throne in the coronation robes; a trollop 
occupies the Queen's bed ; it is a carnival in which base and 
cruel instincts, with the curb taken off, find plenty of good forage 
and abundant litter. Kimaways come back after the victory and 
stab the dead with their pikes. Prostitutes, " well-dressed," cut 
capers with naked corpses.* And, as the destroyers enjoy their 
work, they are not disposed to be disturbed in it In the courts 
of the Carrousel, where nine hundred toisei of building are burn- 
ing, the firemen try four times to extinguish the fire ; " they are 
shot at, and threatened with being pitched into the flames,"* 
while petitioners appear at the bar of the Assembly, and an- 
nounce in a threatening tone that the Tuileries are blazing, and 
BhaO blaze until the dethronement becomes a law. 

The poor Assembly, become Girondist through its late mutila- 
tion, strives in vain to arrest the downhill cour^ of things, and 
maintain, as it has just sworn to do, "the constituted authorities";* 
it strives, at least, to put Louis XVI. in the Luxembourg palace, 
to appoint a tutor for the Dauphin, to keep the ministers tempo- 
rarily in office, and to save all prisoners, and those who walk the 
streets. Equally captive, and nearly as prostrate as the King 

' MonuHnTenuDii. II. as&— Moor,!. 59. Soom of Ifac nibben uc LiUed. Mnnuw 
■DB oTtheni thrwn dowD the [rud ituoK. 

■Michclel, III. i8» 

' Msrdor. " L« NouYtmn Vtra," II. 108.—" Tho COmti de Fenni M In Ccmr if Franee," 
IL 34!. (LcoaoT Surtv-Fiu. AuE. 11). " The oUu wen broka opm and man Ibas 
Mpoon bsdla of wine, of which I bw Ihe GspnEnU in Ihc couil, u mioiicited tlm peopli 
Juu I Dudc hutc to put ui eod to an LnvaligBthjci imprudently begun unidit 3,000 loa with 
■^led vwords, huidlvd by them Tcry coreloily." 

* Napoleon'i umtiTe. — Hemoui of Bubuoia. 
^itfdtntr, XIII. 387. HaRuio«.Tenini», II. 340. 

• Hgiitinec-Teni*ui,II. 303. W<)id)oftlKfraUciU VBcnkudtaiecdriBcLdi^ZTl 

t6* 
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himseir, the Assembly merely serves as a recording office for dw 
|)opular n-ill, that very morning furnishing evidence of the /alue 
which the armed commonalty attaches to its decrees. Tbat 
morning murders were committed at its door, in contempt of iti 
safe conduct ; at eight o'clock Suleau and three otbeis, wrested 
from their guards, are cut down under its windows. In the 
afternoon, from six'y to eighty of the unanned Swiss still remain- 
ing in the church of the Feuillants are taken out to be sent to 
(lie HAtel-de-ville, and massacred on the way at the Place de 
Gr&ve. Another detachment, conducted to the section of the 
Roule, is likewise disjjosed of in the same way.' Carle, at the 
head of the gendarmerie, is called out of the Assembly and 
assassinated on the Place Vend6me, and his head is carried 
about on a pike, llie founder of the old monarchical club, M, 
de Clermont -Tonnerre, withdrawn from public life for two years 
past, and quietly passing along the streets, is recognised, dragged 
through the gutter and cut to pieces. — After such warnings 
the Assembly can only obey, and, as usual, conceal its sub- 
mission beneath sounding words. If the dictatorial committee, 
self-imposed at the H6tel-de-ville, still condescends to keep it 
alive, it is owing to a new investiture,* and by declaring to it 
that it must not meddle with its doings now or in the fotmw. 
Let it confine itself to its function, that of rendering decreet 
made by the faction. Accordingly, like fhiit falling from a tree 
vigorously shaken, these decrees rattle down, one after another, 
into the hands that await them : ^ the suspension of the King, 
the convoking of a national convention, electors and the eligible 
exempted fi'ora all property qualifications, an indemnity for dis- 
placed electors, the term of Assemblies left to the decision of the 
electors,* the removal and arrest of the late ministers, the 
re-appointment of Servan, Clavi^res and Roland, Danton as Min* 
istcr of Justice, the recognition of the usurpmg Commune, San- 

1 MorliiiKi-Tenuuii:, 356, 357. 

■ Mordaket-Tcniaui, 337. Speech xS Huguenia, piaUeil of [he Cimimnsc, u Ihe bar at 
(he NatioDal Ancmbly : "The people b^ whom we m loit to you h«v« initruGted iv ta 
decUre to you that they bvat you tnew with in canfidence; but thry At the wde <{■• 
liutnict ut to declue to you thai, u judge <i The extracrdiaatj meuuret to which Ihey In^ 
been diivea by uccesrity nod mutaiicc to oppmsiDn, they Imow do other outhoiiEy th«i Ifaa 
Ftefich people, your UTcreigii and oun, iBicmbled id it* primary DKetiniK.'' 

■ Duirerikf , " CoUectloD dca lofa et d&nti " {bctwecD Aug- td and SqK. ao). 

• Duferper, "Celkctka da loll « dtecit," Aus. ii-ia. "The Nuboal ktmat^ 
oosridBiag that It katmtt Oa r^iU to lotjcct Hvcrdjaty b the fannBdca of > 
';aRnDlioiitDioipendTeivtiibitioDiV'<v^(B°<i>MB>toMai>«i(» ' ' 
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terre conlimied in his new rank, the municipalities empowered 
to look after general safely, the airest of suspicious persons 
confided to all well-disposed citizens,' domiciliary visits prescribed 
for the discovery of anns and ammunition,* all the justices of 
Paris to be re-elected by those wiihin their jurisdiction, all officers 
of the gendarmerie subject to re-election by their soldiers,' thirty 
sous per diem for the Marseilles troops from the day of their 
arrival, a court-martial against the Swiss, a tribunal for the 
despatch of justice against the vanquished of August lo, and a 
quantity of other decrees of a still more important bearing; — 
the suspension of the commissioners appointed to enforce the 
execution of the law in civil and criminal courts,* the release of 
all persons accused or condemned for military insubordination, 
for press offences and pillaging of grain,' the partition of com- 
munal possessions,* the confiscation and sale of property belong- 
ing to ^migrh^ the relegation of their fathera, mothers, wives and 
children into the interior, the banishment or transportation ot 
unsworn ecclesiastics,' the establishment of easy divorce at two 
months' notice and on the demand of one of the parties," in 
short, every measure tending to disturb property, break up the 
family, persecute conscience, suspend the law, pervert justice, 
rehabilitate crime, and hand over the magistracy, public olfices, 
the choice of the future omnipotent Assembly, in brief, the entire 
commonwealth, to an autocratic, violent minority, which, daring 
all things, obtains the dictatoisbip and dares all to keep it 

VIII. 

Let us stop a moment to contemplate this great city and its 

new kings. — From afar, Paris seems a club of 700,000 fanatics, 

vociferating and deliberating on the public squares ; near by, it 

> Aufint II (vbde I). 

■Ahk, lo-ixnd Aui. iB. 

>/M£, Ant. >■>. A<V' i>— CC MmOiur, XIII. 399 (kbIoii of Au(. ii). 

*/H<iL, Au(. iS. 

■Ant- 9} and Sept 3. After the Ti(h of AugiBt the Aucmbly puKi ■ decree iifrmiin 

*IUL. Ad(. 14. 

^ IhtLt Au£. [4. Decree for dividing ihe property oT the /jivr^fr/f inrD loU <if from tvr> to 
taKnarffnitiUt order to "mulbplyifnah proprieiort." — Ibiti,, SepL >- Oiherdecreea eciinM 
lb* iwoffrii And iheir reUtJODt, Aug- 

* Ibid., hv^. A Other decna M 
.il 19, nd Sept. 9 ud 19. 
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is nothing of the sort. The slime, on rising from the bottom, 
has become the surface, and given its color to the stream; but 
the human stream flows in its ordinary channel, and, under this 
turbid exterior, remains about the same as it was before. It is a 
city of people like ourselves, governed, busy, and fond of amuse- 
ment. To the great majority, even in revolutionary times, 
private life, too complex and absorbing, leaves but an insignifi< 
cant comer for jjubJic affaire. Through routine and through 
necessity, manufacturing, display of wares, selling, purchasing, 
keeping accounts, trades, and professions, go on in the usual 
way. The ckrk goes to his office, the workman to his shop, the 
artisan to his loft, tlie merchant to his warehouse, the student to 
his cabinet, and the functionary to his duty ; ' they are devoted, 
first of all, to their pursuits, to their daily bread, to the discharge 
of their obligations, to their own advancement, to their families, 
and to their pleasures ; to provide for these things the day is not 
too long. Politics diverts them aside only for so many quarter- 
hours, and then rather out of curiosity, like a play one applauds 
or hisses in liis seat without stepping upon the stage. — "The 
declaration that the country is in danger," says many eye wit- 
nesses,* "has made no change in the physiognomy of Paris. 
There are the same amusements, the same gossip, . . . The 
theatres are full as usual, 'i'he wine-shops and places of diver- 
sion overflow with the people, National Guards, and soldiers. 
, , . The fashionable world enjoys its pleasure-parties." — ^The 
day after the decree, the effect of the ceremony, so skilfiilly tnan- 
aged, is very slight. "The National Guard in the procession," 
writes a patriotic journalist,^ "first shows indifference and even 
ennui"; it is overtasked with watchings and patrol duty; it 
probably thinks that in parading for the nation, one finds no time 
to work for one's self A few days after this the manifesto of the 
Duke of Brunswick "produces no sensation whatever. People 
laugh at it. Only the newspapers and their readers are famiUai 
with it, . . . The mass know nothing about it. Nobody 
fears the coalition nor foreign troops." *— On the loth of August, 
outside the theatre of the combat, all is tranquil in Paris. Pee- 



• hallel-lhipiui, "Mtniciin^" L j: 



CHAT. Vlli. THE 'JACOBIN CONQUEST. 189 

pie walk about and chat in the streets as usual." ' — On the 19^1 
of August, Moore, the Englishman,* sees, with astonishment, the 
heedless crowd filling the Champs Elys^es, the various diversions, 
the air of a fete, the countless small shops in which refreshments 
are sold accompa^iied with songs and music, and the quantities 
of pantomimes and marionettes. "Are these people as happy 
as they seem to be ? " he asks of a Frenchman along with him. 
■' They are as jolly as gods ! " " Do you think the Duke of 
Brunswick is ever in their heads?" "Monsieur, you maybe 
jure of this, that the Duke of Brunswick is the last man they 
think of." 

Such is the unconcern and lukewarmness of the gross, egoistic 
mass, otherwise busy, and always passive under any government 
whatever it may be, a veritable flock of sheep, allowing gov- 
ernment to do as it pleases, provided it does not hinder it from 
browsing and capering as it chooses. — As to the men of sensi- 
bility who love their country, they are still less troublesome, for 
they are gone or going, often at the rate of a thousand and even 
two thousand a day, ten thousand in the last week of July,' 

' Buchtl el Boui, XVT. 4,6. Pilion'i nairative.— Amiult. "Souvenitl d'un icnigi. 
Bain,"! 34J. (An eye-wioiss on ih= loih of Augmt) " The roMMcre Mtemied bul Ikfla 
beyond (he Canvnul. Bud did not a«i the Sane. Eirerywhen elK I found ■ populadoa At 
quiet na if nothing hxd happened tniidc the dty the people kcarcety nunifcaied any tiu^ 
pfiae^ dandna «ent an in the public gardcDL In Ihe Muaii, when I lived then, Ibere wu 

wai foing on b Puii, and (he evcnuiff newipgiper wu impatiendy looked lor (o kaa* whit 

■ Moore, L i».— The nnie (hins ti obiembk u ochs criiea fai the Revelirtlon. On the 
«ui of October, 17B9 (S>in(e-Beu<^ "Cauieiia du Lun^" XII. fGi). »DU de MeiUun at 
nn eveiung recepdnn been the fcJIowing convenatioDi : "*Did you Ke the king puiT' bk> 
one 'No, I mill the Iheure,' 'Did Molt pliyT'— 'Ai formyielf, I mi obliged to nay 
in the 'l'uilerie» ; (here wai no way of getting out belbre 9 o'docf ■ Von saw the king paia 
iheni' ' I could not tee very veil: it wai d:irii.'— Another lays: 'll must have taken lui 
houn for him to come IrcKn Veraailiei.'— Othen ewDyadd a few dcLiilj.— To continue.' 
'Will you take a hand at whiat f ' '1 will pkiy after lupper, which is Jubl ready.' Cannon 
hr heaid, ud then a few whiapcnnga, and a tianscnt moment of deprcuion. ' The king ii 
leaving die Hdtel-de-Ville. They miiu be very tired.' Suppei ii taken and there are 

ihe game and (heir cardi they do toote Ldking : ' Wlial a honid affiur ! ' while hok ipenk 
togeiher briefly and in a low tone of voice TliB clock strikes two and Ihey all leave or go 
to bed.— TheK people leem to you inKiiublc Very well; then i> aot one of Iheei iriio 
would not accept dcolh at the king's feel."— On the ijd of Jiuie, 1791, at the newi of die 
king's armt at Vaiennet. "(hcBois dc tioubgne and IheChanpi Elysis were Ailed with 

> (791. It begins with a little piece enlided D4fii d'un rtHfaii<,)— See ch. iL fixtbeacMl 
atent of the popidation in May andjime, 1793. 

""'L 190 (July aj} tuid 979 tjuly 30!- 
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fifteen thousand in the fiist two weelu of September,' in &n per- 
naps forty thousand volunteers liirnished by the capital alone^ 
and who, with their fellows proportionate in number supplied bj 
the departments, are the salvarion of France. Through thn 
departure of the worthy, and this passivity of the fioclc, Pain 
belongs to the fanatics among the populace. "These are the 
sans-oiloltes" wrote the patriotic Palloy, "the debauchees an«3 
rabble of Paris, and I glory in belonging to that class which hai 
put down the so-called honest folks."* "Three thousand work- 
men," says the Girondist Soulavie, later, "made the Revolution 
of the loth of August, against the kingdom of the Feuillants 
the majority of the capital and against the Legislative Assntl' 
bly."' Workmen, day laborers, and petty shop-keepers, withoui 
counting women, common vagabonds and regular bandits, form 
indeed, one-twentieth of the adult male population of the dty 
about 9,000 spread over all sections of Paris, the only ones H 
vote and act in the midst of universal stupor and indifference.— 
We find in the Rue de Seine, for example, seven of them 
Lacaille, keeper of a roasting-shop ; Philippe, "a cattle-breedei 
who leads around she-asses for consumptives," now president of th< 
section, and soon to become one of the Abbaye butchers; Gu^ 
rard, " a Rouen waterman who has abandoned the navigation ol 
the Seine on a large scale and keeps a skiff, in which he ferria 
people over the river from the Pont du Louvre to the Qua 
Mazarin," and four other characters of the same stamp. Ener 
gy, however, on this side supplies the place of education and ol 
numbers. One day, Gu^rard, on passing M. Hua, the depu^ 
tells him in the way of a warning, "You big rascal, you wen 
lucky to have other people with you. If you had been alone, ] 
would have capsized my boat, and had the pleasure of drowninj 

■ "Aidiiva NKikmalei," F', 145. Letter of Snntcm to Ihc MinislB-DTlhe laKfior, Sqpt 
16, 171)3, wilh the dailr £11 of ill the men that have Ml Paru belnreen ihe 3d mid ijth ■ 
Sepumber, Ihe total amounting ((itil.63). of which ij.sut ue volunleen. Other knen fta 
Ihe lame, iodicaliEig lubtequent dqunurEa: SepL 17, i.o>l men: none the fbllawingday 
nntUSept 91.913: iid. iso; up to the iftth, B13: on Oct, 1,113: nl and jd, 1,088; 4di 
x,fno: itlli, 196, etc— I believe ihst amonin^t thou who love, some are puang ihiou^ 
Puk, coming &om the provinces; this prevenlsan enact cakiilation of the number of hriib] 
Tt^unteen. M- de L^valetle, himKlT a rolunieer, taya 60,000 ; but he fumiahes do ptooft 
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> blasted aristocrat!" These are the "matadors of the quar- 
ter." •—Their ignorance gives them do concern ; on the contrary, 
they take pride in coarseness and vulgarity. One of the ordinary 
speechmakers of the faubourg Saint- An toine, Gouchon, a designer 
for calicos, comes to the bar of the Assembly, " in the name of 
the men of July 14. and August 10," to glorify the political reign 
of brutal incapacity; according to him, it is more enlightened 
than that of the cultivated : * " those great geniuses who bear 
the fine title of Constitutionalists are forced to do justice to men 
who never studied the art of governing elsewhere than in the 
book of nature. . . . Consulting customs and not princi- 
ples, these clever folks have been long occupied with the political 
balance of things; we have found it without looking for it in 
the heart of man. Obtain a government which will place the 
poor above thdr feeble resources and the rich below their means, 
and the balance will be perfect" This is intelligible, and all 
that follows. Thdr avowed end is a complete levelling, not 
alone of political rights, but, again, and especially, of conditions 
and fortunes; they promise themselves "absolute equality, real 
equality," and, still better, "the magistracy and all government 
powers."' France belongs to them, if they are bold enough to 
Bciie hold of it — And, on the other hand, should they miss their 
prey, they feel themselves lost, for the Brunswick manifesto, 
which had made no impression on the public, remains deeply 
impressed in their minds. They apply its threats to themselves, 
white their imagination, as usual, has converted it into a positive 
plot : * the inhabitaots of Paris are to be led out on the plain of 
St Denis, and there decimated; previous to this, the most noto- 
rious patriots will be selected, and then broken on the wheel, as 
well as forty or fifty market-women. Already, on the nth of 
August, a rumor is current that 800 men of the late royal guards 
are ready to make a descent on Paris ; * that very day the dwell- 
ing of Beaumarchais is ransacked for seven hours ; the walls are 
pierced, the privies sounded, and the garden dug down to the 

■ Hum 169- 

*Me^itntr, XIII. 437 (kbIoii oT Aug. j6, (heapplaute nItlTiUld uul Aeipcedi ordered 
to be pvinLed). 

'Radcicr, "(EairaComplttn." VIII. 4n. " Tlie club onUn iS^IitbI Fiu» to thi 
prtleiajulu a lure prey irihey would seiie hold ofu." 

•**MooTe'» JoutimI," L 303-309- 



192 THE REVOLUTION. BOOK IT 

rock. The same search b repeated in the adjoining house. 
The women are especially '* enraged at not finding anything,' 
and wish to renew the attempt, swearing that they vdl discove 
where things are hidden in ten minutes. The " coinage of th< 
brain" is evidently too much for these unballasted minds; thi 
head swims at this chance-formed royalty; a lofty self-concei 
and extravagant desires coupled with deep-seated, silent fea 
form in them that morbid, mischievous compound, which, \\ 
democracy as well as in a monarchy, fashions a Nero.* 

More infatuated, more despotic, more alarmed, their leader 
have no scruples to restrain them, for the most noted among then 
are men of tarnished reputations, and just those who hurry alon[ 
others or act by themselves. Of the three chiefs of the ol< 
municipality, Pdtion, the mayor, really deposed, but verball] 
respected, is set aside and viewed in the same light as a piece o 
old furniture. As to the other two, who remain active and ii 
office, Manuel,' the syndic-attorney, son of a porter, a loud 
talking, talentless bohemian, stole the private correspondence o 
Mirabeau from a public depository, falsified it, and sold it for hi 
own benefit. Danton,* Manuel's deputy, faithless in two ways 

1 Beaumarehais, "OSuvres complitcs," letter of Aug. 12, 1792. — This very mteresting lettc 
fhows how mobs are composed at this epoch. A small gan^ of regular brigands and thierc 
plot together some enterprise, to which is added a frightened, infatuated crov^d, whic 
may become ferocious, but which remains honest 

* The words of Hobbes applied by Rcederer to the democracy of 1792 : " In democtatia tc 
possent esse Nerones quot sunt oratores qui populo adulantur; simul et plures sunt in demc 
cratia, et quotidie novi suboriuntur." 

* Lucas de Montigny, '* Memoires de Nnrabeau," II. 931 and following pages. — The prt 
face affixed by Manuel to his edition (of Mirabeau*s letters) Ls a masterpiece of nonsense an 
imperdnence. — Pelder, " Hlstoire du xo Aofit," II. 205. — Manuel "came out of a little shoj 
at Montargis and hawked about obscene tracts in the upper stories of Paris. He got hold c 
Mirabeau's letters in the drawers of the public department and sold them for 9,000 crowns 
(testimony of Boquillon,/itf^-<^-/«r/Jr) . 

* Lafayette, " M^oires," I. 467, 471. "The queen had 50,000 crowns put into Danton' 
hands a short time before these terrible days." — "'I*he court had Danton under pay for tw 
years, employing him as a spy on the Jacobins." — " Corrcspondance de Mirabeau et d 
Comte de la Marck," III. 82. (letter from Mirabeau, March 10, 1791.) " Danton recdYe 
y e s t e rday 30,000 Iivrc:».' — vju.^r testimony, Bertrand de MoUeville, I. 354; II. 288. Brissoi 
IV. 193. Miot de Melito, " Memoires," I. 40, 42. Miot was present at die conyersation 
which took place between Danton, Legendre, etc., at the table of Desforgcs, Minister of F01 
eign Af&urs. " Danton made no concealment of his love of pleasure and money, and laughe 
at all conscientious and delicate scruples.*' — "I^egcndre could not say enough in praise c 
Danton in speaking of his talents as a public man : but he loudly censured his habits an 
expensive tastes, and never joined him in any of his odious speculations." — ^The oppocil 
thesis has been maintained by Robinet and Bougeart in their articles on DantoiL The dii 
cussion would require too much space. The important points are as follows : i. Danton, 
barrister in the royal ooundl in March, 1787, loses about xo,ooo fiancs on the sale of his plao 
t. In Ms nanfafo-ooBtncl^ dated June, 1787, he admits 18,000 fimnci pBtrimony in ImmI 
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receives the King's money to prevent the riot, and makes use of 
it to urge it on. — Varlet, "that extraordinary speech-maker, led 
such A foul and prodigal life as to bring his mother in sorrow to 
the grave; afterwards he spent what was left, and soon had 
nothing." ' Others were not only false to their honor but to 
common honesty. Carra, with a seat in the secret Directory of 
the Federates, and who drew up the plan of the insurrection, 
had been condemned by the Mdcon tribunals to two years' im- 
prisonment for theft and burglary.' Westermann, who led the 
attacking column, had stolen a silver dish, with a coat of arms 
on it, of Jean Creux, keeper of a restaurant. Rue des Poules, 
and was twice sent away from Paris for swindling.' Panis, chief 
of the Committee of Supervision,* was turned out of the Treas- 
ury Department, where his imcle was a sub-cashier, in 1774, for 
robbery. His colleague, Sergent, appropriates to himself "three 
gold watches, an agate ring, and other jewels," left with him on 
deposit.* "Breaking seals, false charges, breaches of trust,' 

uidlunuei, while his wife biii^ hba only x^eoo tvocs dowry. 3. From 17B7 to 1791 b« 
amid not earn much, being in coniunt itlendajicc At (hv Cor^Ben dub uid derobcd to 
politia; [jcrclene law hioi in the liots of 17SS. 4, He left at hti deilh ibout Sj.doo buna 

tmder third panics, who kept (hem afiei hij death. {De Mulel, "I'ypea R^volutiamuires'* 
>d pan, p. IJ9. Inveitigauoni of Blache ■! OuJ^r-iur-SetDC, where a celaia Faurd seem* 
to have been Daoloji'i aasiuned muoc.) — See on thii queitioD, "ATOcats aux cooieils da 
RoJt" by Emil Bos, pp. 513-500. Accordint La accoimti proved by M. Bob, ii foUowi that 
Danun, at the end of i^i, wai lo debt to ifae anwuBtot ^JiOdo &anc>; Ihii Itths bole 
■topped by the court- On the other litie, Danlofl beiore the Revolulioii ngu kiimielf Dain 
toD even in aulhenbc wrxtiDS, wbieb i* aa nABpatiaa of Dotalrly-and at IhaL time tubject to 
the penalty of the (aUeyi.— The double-b«l inGd^ty in qiiEiiiDn moil hne beoi ficquial, 
<bc their teadaa wae anythinf Hm bat a naiii tft On the yth of Auguu Uadune Eliiabeth 
Idli M. de Moolminn ihu the iniamclion would not talie plan; that Piiion and Santem 
vEic concenied u it. aod that they had meiTcd 750.000 (anca to pnrem it asd bno( ova 
the Uaneilla timp to the Idng'i tide (Matouet. tl. i>3).— There ii no doubt that Santcrra, 
in mini the kins'! mooey againal the king, tlnught he waa acting pUiiodailly. Uoney la 
at the IxKtom of evpy riot, to pay for drink and to atiinulate tiibordiBiito ageatL 

lBuchBelIlani,XXVni. 91. Lmer of Gadol to Roland. Oenher, 1791, ■ccoidmg m a 
Bana(i« by one of the teachen in the caAkfr iHtrmrt, in which Vadet laaa plaoed. 

>BuchaetRoui,XllLas4. 

■"C DeanouUni," by Ckiede, 13B fin 17M and in 1775). "Tbg faqDmt itDI oaiia; 
nnJifttunatcly it ia eannncing," — WBtermann wai accuied of Iheae acta En Deceuber. 1791^ 
liy the Kction cf the Lombardii "proob in hand-"^.GouvenHrur Mocri^ ao well liifcmaiV 
writea to Waihiogloo, Jan. lo, 171)] 1 The retieal of the King ef Pmnia "wat winhla Wa*. 

lor old afl^ira of no higher rank tlun petty tareeny." 

•"AithiveiNaliooalea,"F', 4.434 (papera of the coauniltee of geseial lafaty). NcMoa 
Pania, with liiU detaik and reibencea to the occiimnce. 

• " lUrdutiaiii de Vtn," No. 177 (leBori of the a 
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embezzlements, are fiimQiar transactions. In Jieir hands piles of 
silver plate and 1,100,000 francs in gold are to disappear.' 
Among the membeis of the new Commune, Huguenin, the pres- 
ident, a clerk at the barriers, is a shameless peculator.' Rossi- 
gno], a journeyman jeweller, implicated in an assassination, is at 
this moment subject to Judicial prosecution.' Hubert, a journal- 
istic mine of filth, Tormerly check-taker in a theatre, is turned 
away from the Vari^t^s for larceny,* Among men of action, 
Fournier, the American, Lazowski, and Maillard are not only 
murderers, but likewise robbers,' while, by their side, arises the 
fiiture general of the Paris National Guard, Henriot, at firet a 
domestic in the family of an attorney who turned him off for 
theft, then a tax-clcrk, again turned adrift for theft, and, finally, 
a pohce spy, and still incarcerated in the Bicfitre prison for another 
theft, and, at last, a battalion officer, and one of the September 
executioners.' — Ta^ monster maniacs emerge from their dens at 
the same time with the rogues and bandits. De Sades,* who 
lived the life of "Justine" before he wrote it, and whom the 
Revolution delivered fi'om the Bastille, is secretary of the section 
of the Place Venddroe. Marat, the homicidal monomaniac, 
constitutes himself, after the Z3d of August, head journalist at 
the Hdtel-de-ville, political councillor and confessor of the new 
Commune, while his favorite plan, which he has preached ftw 
three years, is now reduced to a wholesale butchery, without 



4 '■ Diciioiuuue Uographlqnft,^' bf Eylbery (Leipllc. 1807), utide HvBEBT^ 
■ Mottimo-Tsuiu, UL iSf. tot. Cf. l<IKro(lhe rcjiRKiicalive Divtilsiuic^ TUC, $99, 
' "Oktiaimun biocnphique," mrticLe Hehiiot.— The Uva oT nusT of Ibaotobonlh^ 
Iwden an *dl doDS. a •'Sonulu MallLml," fa; AL Sonl; "LcP*DiMe IUI>>T,"br V. 
Ptarad. 

'GiBoler ^ CaHAffDAC, "Hiatcdre da Giroadlni^" 409. — "Ardiiva HAdodAlH,** F'* 
jfigtt. Leaai of de Sadet on the sicking of hubouieneu Apt, vidi mpportifl^ do ciu ne ula 
kndptoobofhuciviiiii; AnH>nE01hcn npecidoji dnwD up brhlmla Ihe lujne of the Pique* 
aeclxn uid read at the Coovention yrar 11. brujn^rci5: " Legulaton. die reigii of ^iDoa^ 
ph;f has codh (o annibiUile that of imposture. . . The wonhip cJ a Jewish ilave of th« 
RoDiAus li not adapted to the descendants of SczvoIl The general protperily which u cec- 
taio 14 proceed fri>m individual happiness will spread to the farthest regioaa of the qnivoK^ 
aad ev ef ywb era the dreaded hydT:^ of ultramDniane nipcnEitioD. hunted down Lhiougli iba 
QomUned lights of leaaon and viniiei do lander Imdinff a refuge In the hali^ haoDtt of aa 
escpiting atiatocncy, wiD peaiih at her aide hi deqiait at findlj bduldfaig oo ihb eHik Ibi 



C8AP. VID. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 19$ 

either words or delay. "Give me," said he to Barbaroux,* "two 
hundred Neapolitans armed with daggers, aod with only a hand* 
kerchief on their left arms for a buckler, and I will overrun 
Fnnce and ensure the Revolution." According to him it if 
necessary to put 260,000 men out of the way "on humane 
grounds," for, unless this is done, there is no safety for the rest 
"The National Assembly may still save France; let it decree 
that all aristocrats shall wear a blue ribbon, and the moment 
that three of them are seen in company, let them be hung." — 
Another way would be "to lay in wait in dark streets and at 
comers for the royalists and Feuillants, and cut their throats. 
Should ten patriots chance to be killed among a hundred men, 
what does it matter? It is only ninety for ten, which prevents 
mistakes. Fall upon those who own carriages, employ valets, 
wear silk coats, or go to the theatres. You may be sure that 
they are aristocrats." — ^The Jacobin commonalty have certainly 
found the staff that suits them. Both can comprehend each 
other without difficulty. In order that this spontaneous massacre 
may become an administrative measure, the Neros of the gutter 
have but to await the word of command from the Neros of the 
Hdtel-de-ville. 
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Thb worst feature of anarchy is not so much the absence of 
the ovothrown govemnient as the rise of new govemments of an 
inferior grade. Every fallen State produces bands which con- 
quer and which are sovereign ; it was so in Gaul on the fall of the 
Roman empire, also under the latest of Charlemagne's success, 
ors; the same state of things exists now in Roumelia and in 
Mexico. Adventurers, malefactors, men in bad repute, soci?' 
outcasts, men overwhelmed with debts and lost to honor, vaga 
bonds, deserters, dissolute troopers — bom enemies of work, of sub- 
ordination, and of the law — form leagues for breaking down the 
worm-eaten barriers which still surround the sheep-like masses; 
and as they are unscrupulous, they slaughter on all occasions. 
On this foundation their authority rests ; each in turn reigns in 
its own canton, and their government, in keeping with its brutal 
masters, consists in robbery and murder; nothing else can be 
looked for from barbarians and brigands. 
ig6 
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But never are they so dangerous as when, in a great State 
recently fallen, a sudden revolution places the central power in 
their hands; for they then regard themselves as the legitimate 
inheritors of the shattered government, and, under this title, they 
undertake to manage the commonwealth. Now in times of an- 
archy the ruling power does not proceed from above, but from 
below; and the chiefs, therefore, who would remain such, are 
obliged to follow the blind impulsion of their flock.' Hence the 
important and dominant personage, the one whose ideas prevail, 
the veritable successor of Richelieu and of Louis XIV., is here 
the subordinate Jacobin, the piDar of the club, the maker of 
motions, the street rioter, Panis, Sergent, Hubert, Varlet, Henriot, 
Maillard, Foumier, Lazowski, or, still lower in the scale, the 
Marseilles " rough," the faubourg cannoneer, the drinking market- 
porter who elaborates his political concepdons in the interval be- 
tween his hiccoughs.* — For information he has the rumors cir- 
culating in the streets which assign a traitor to each domicile, 
and for other acquisitions the club bombast, through which he 
becomes the leader of the great machine. This machine so 
vast, so complex, such a complete whole of entangled services 
ramifying in innumerable offices, with so much apparatus of spe- 
dal import, so delicate as to require constant adaptation to 
changing circumstances, diplomacy, finances, justice, army admin- 
istration — all this transcends his limited comprehension; a botde 
cannot be made to contain the bulk of a liogshead.* In his 

> TlueRyi Hn of Qovii, uawiDiiig D nke part in *a nrpcdidon oT hu brotbcn into Bu^ 

fanUm* we will leave Ihce and follow than in thy place." — Clobin^ another of hn ioiu,di*. 
ytuA to make peace with the Saaoq^ '* Aa angry FTanci nub upon hini| revile him, and 
dueatcD to loll him if ho decliixi to accompany them. Upon which he puU hinuelf at tfacii 
had" 

' Sudal cDn£don and Aegnt of culture are oftco indicated anhogTnp1ucaIlr,-..GraDieT da 
^auifnac, IL 4&0. B^card, conunanding the eipei^tiaD which brought bacW (he priunen 
from Orleaiu, aigni hinuelf: "Btaid. cotajoandant congoinicment pvcquo M. Foumief 
lODeralle.".— " Archiv« Nationalea,'* F*, 4i4>'^ Letter of Chemin, COfmaiihtmcr of tiia 

bit part k MomHur Saouire g^^rale de ia miupe paxiiicne que 1b nonun^ Hingray canlicn 
de la gendanneiis natiooalle . . ma dddar^ qu'illo icaiea tmiv^ aux Jomduii 1 1 aoui ave« 
use home attach^ k la coun auji Equrii ; qmlte lui avei dii quiere Boo home a peuprei dei 
•tderanl garde du ray ilea lout prti a Imdie una Paiil pour donaire du itCQUr a naux rtbellt 

■On the iglh of March, ilyi, I met in the Roc de Varenses a man with two ginu on hia 
dwulder who had taken pan in the [illage of the Ecole d'EtaVmajoc and was on hit way 
home. I laid to him : " But this is civil war, and you wiH let the Pnndaiu in Pazii.'* " Fd 
lllll 1 Ihi riiiMiiiii Ihiii Tliiiii Tldiii k iba baidi PniiaiaB I " 

■;• 
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narrow brain, perverted and turned topsj-tnnrj by die dfa 
proportionate notions put into it, only one idea suited to bii 
gross instincts and aptitudes finds a place there, and tfiat is tbe 
desire to kill his enemies ; and these are also the State's enemies, 
however open or concealed, present or future, probable or even 
possible. He carries this savagery and bewilderment into politics^ 
and hence the evil arising from his usurpation. Simply a bri* 
gand, he would have murdered only to rob, and his murden 
would have been restricted. As representing the State, he under- 
takes wholesale massacres, of which he has the means ready at 
hand. — For he has not yet had time enough to take apart the 
old administrative implements ; at all events the minor wheels, 
gendarmes, jailers, employees, book-keepers, and accountants, are 
always in their places and under control. There can be no resist- 
ance on the part of those arrested ; accustomed to the protection 
of the laws and to peaceable ways and times, they have never 
relied on defending themselves nor ever could imagine that any 
one could be so summarily slain. As to the mass, rendered 
incapable of any effort of its own by ancient centralisation, it 
remains inert and passive and lets things go their own way.»- 
Hence, during many long, successive days, without being hurried 
or impeded, with ofRcial papers quite correct and accounts in 
perfect order, a massacre can be carried out with the same im- 
punity and as methodically as cleaning the streets or clubbing 
stray dogs. 

II. 

Let us trace the progress of the homicidal idea in the mass of 
the party. It lies at the very bottom of the revolutionary creed. 
C^ollot d'Herbois, tT\'o months after this, aptly says id the Jacobin 
tribune : " The second of September is the great article in the 
credo of our freedom." * It is peculiar to the Jacobin to consider 
himself as a legitimate sovereign, and to treat his adversaries not 
as belligerents, but as criminals. They are guilty of Ihe-fiation / 
they are outlaws, fit to be killed at all times and places, and de- 
serve extinction, even when no longer able or in a condition to 
do any harm. — Consequently, on the loth of August the Swiss 
Guards, who do not fire a gun and who surrender, the wounded 

* Tilor.:Uur^ Nov 14, 17^.: 
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lying on the ground, their surgeons, the paUce domestics, are 
killed; and, worse Still, persons like M. dc Clerniont-Tonnerre. 
who pass quietly along the street. All this is now called in official 
phraseology the justice of the peeple. — On the nth the Swiss 
Guards, collected in the Feuillants building, come near being mas- 
sacred; the populace on the outside of it demand their heads; ' 
"it conceives the project of visiting all the prisons in Paris to take 
out the prisoners and administer prompt justice on them." — On 
the i2th in the markets* "divers groups of the low class call Po- 
tion a scoundrel," because " he saved the Swiss in the Palais Bour- 
bon"; accordingly, "he and the Swiss must be hung to-day." — 
In these minds turned topsy-turvy the actual, palpable truth gives 
my to its opposite ; " the attack was not begun by them ; the 
order to sound the tocsin came from the palace ; it is the palace 
which was besieging the nation, and not the nation which was 
besieging the palace." ^ The vanquished " are the assassins of 
the people," caught in the act; and on the 14th of August the 
Federates demand a court-martial "to avenge the death of their 
comrades." * And even a court-martial will not answer ; " It is 
not sufhcient to tnete out punishment for crimes committed on 
the 10th of August, but the vengeance of the people must be 
extended to all conspirators ; " to that " Lafayette, who probably 
was not in Paris, but who may have been there,- " to all the min- 
isters, generals, judges, and other officials guilty of maintaining 
legal order wherever it had been maintained, and of not having 
Kcognised the Jacobin govenmient before it came into being. 
Let them be brought before, not the ordinary courts, which are 
not to be trusted because they belong to the defunct regime, but 
before a specially organised tribunal, a sort of "ehambre aniente"* 
elected by the sections, that is to say, by a Jacobin minority. 
These improvised judges must give judgment on conviction, 
■ without appeal; there must be no preliminary examinations, no 
interval of time between arrest and execution, no dilatory and 
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protective formalities. And above all, the Assembly most t 
expeditious in passing the decree ; " otherwise," it is informed I 
a delegate from the Commune, " the tocsin will be zxing at mic 
night and the general alarm sounded ; for the people are tired c 
waiting to be avenged. Look out lest they do themselves jui 
tice ! " * — A moment more, new threats and at a shorter dat 
" If the juries are not ready to act in two or three hours . . 
great misfortunes will overtake Paris." 

In vain the new tribunal, instantly installed, hastens its woi 
and guillotines three innocent persons in five days ; it does n< 
move fast enough. On the 23d of August one of the sectioi 
declares to the Commune in furious language that the peep] 
themselves, "wearied and indignant" with so many delay 
mean to force open the prisons and massacre the inmates.' — N( 
only do they harass the judges, but they force the accused inl 
their presence. A deputation from the Commune and the Fee 
erates summons the Assembly " to transfer the criminals at Oi 
leans to Paris to undergo the penalty of their heinous crimes, 
" otherwise," says the orator, " we will not answer for the vea 
geance of the people." ^ And in a still more imperative mannei 
" You have heard and you know that insurrection is a sacre 
duty," a sacred duty towards and against all: against the Assen 
bly if it refuses, and against the tribunal if it acquits. They das 
at their prey athwart all legislative and judicial formalities, like 
kite across the web of a spider, while nothing diverts them froi 
their fixed conceptions. On the acquittal of M. Luce de Mom 
morin^ the brutal audience, mistaking him for his cousin th 
former minister of Louis XVI., break out in murmurings. Th 
president tries to enforce silence, which increases the uproar, an 
M. de Montmorin is in danger. On this the president, discove 
ing a side issue, announces that one of the jurors is related to th 
accused, and that in such a case a new jury must be impanelle 
and a new trial take place; that the matter will be enquired int< 
and meanwhile the prisoner will be returned to the Conciergeri^ 
Thereupon he takes M. de Montmorin by the arm and leads hii 
out of the court-room, amidst the yells of the audience and nc 

> Buchez et Roux, XVII. 9s (Aug. 17). 

* Stated by P6tion in his speech {Moniteur^ Nov. 10^ I79a)w 

* Buchez et Roux, XVII. zi6 (session of Aug. 23). 
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Guards)peri] to himself; in the outside court one of the Natiooal 
nrtlTiout s trikes at him with a sabre, and the following day the 
miirt is obliged to authorise eight delegates from the audience to 
go and see with their own eyes that M. de Montraorin is safe un- 
der lock and key. 

At the moment of his acquittal a tragic exclamation is heard : 
"Yon discharge him to-day and in two weeks he will cut our 
throats ! " Fear is evidently an adjunct of hatred. The Jacobin 
rabble is vaguely conscious of its inferior numbers, of its usurpa- 
tion, of its danger, which increases in proportion as Brunswick 
draws near. It feets itself encamped over a mine, and if the mine 
should explode I — Since its adversaries are scoundrels they are 
capable of a sudden blow, of a plot, of a massacre; never itself 
having done anything else, it conceives do other idea; and, 
through an inevitable transposition of thought, it imputes to 
them the murderous intentions obscurely wrought out in the 
dark recesses of its own disturbed brain. — On the 27th of Au- 
gust, after the funeral procession gotten up by Sergent expressly 
to excite popular resentment, its suspicions, at once direct and 
pointed, begin to take the form of certainty. Ten " commemo- 
rative " banners,* each borne by a volunteer on horseback. Live 
paraded before all eyes the long list of massacres " by the court 
and its agents"; the massacre at Nancy, the massacre at Nismes, 
the massacre at Montauban, the massacre at Avignon, the mas- 
sacre at La Chapelle, the massacre at Carpentras, the massacre 
of the Champ de Mars, etc. Hesitation, in the face of such pro- 
cessions, is out of the question ; henceforth, to women in the gal- 
leries, to the frequenters of the dubs, and to pikemen in the sub- 
urbs it is proved beyond any doubt that aristocrats are old 
offenders. 

And on the other side there is another sign equally alarming 
" This lugubrious CCTCmony, which ought to inspire by turns both 
reflectioa and indignation, . . . did not generally produce that 
effect." The National Guard in uniform, who came " apparently 
to compensate themselves for not appearing on the day of action," 
did not comport hemselves with civic propriety, but, on the con- 
trary, put on "an air of dissipation and even of noisy gaiety"; 
they come out of curiosity, like so many Parisian cockneys, and 

■Bucbact RoL^XVII. (67(«RideliT PrudhouoM b ihc " R«valutioiu de P«h " ). 
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are much more numerous than the tant-adet^s with thrir pQco' 
The latter can count theniselvei and plainly see that, they an 
in a minority, and a veiy small one, and that their rage finds do 
echo \ none but su]iernumeiaries and the coDtiiveis of the flHe 
are there to hasten sentences and call for death -peoaltics. A for- 
eigner, a good observer, who questions the shop-keepers of whom 
he makis purchases, the tradesmen he knows, and the rompanf 
he finds in the cufTec -houses, writes that he never had " seen anj 
symptom of a sanguinary disposition except in the galleries of the 
National Assembly and at the Jacobin Club." Now the galler- 
ies are fuL of paid " applauders," especially " females, who are 
more noisy and to be had cheaper than males "; at the Jacobin 
Club are "the leaders, who dread what may be divulged against 
them or who have private hatreds to gratify";* thus the only 
infuriates are the leaders and the populace of the suburbs. — Lost 
in the crowd of this vast city, in the face of a National Guard 
still armed and three times their own number, confronting an 
indlRiereiit or discontented bourgeoisie, the patriots are alarmed. 
In this statu of anxiety a feverish imagmation, exasperated by 
delays, involuntarily gives birth to fancies passionately accej)ted 
as truihs, while an incident now occurs which suffices to complete 
the story, the germ of which has grown in their minds without 
their knowing it. 

On the ist of September a poor waggoner, Jean Julien,' con- 
demned to chains for twelve years with exposure in the pillory, 
becomes furious after a couple of hours of this latter penalty, 
probably on account of the jeers of the by-standers ; with the 
usual coarseness of people of his stamp he vents his impotent 
rage by ridding himself of his dothes and exposing his person, and 
naturally uses insulting language to the people who look at him: 
" Hurrah for the King I Hurrah for the Queen I Hurrah for La- 
fayette! Let the naiiin go to the devil!" It is also natural 
that he should be nearly cut to pieces. He is at once led away 
to the Conciergerie, where he is at once condemned, and guillo- 

Ibid., "A Dumber of tiim-nlfitffi *eTt there wiib their 
iiMmttrrd by ibe miirtitudc of uniroims i^ the vfjiwu bab 
.. prowil th< inluliiBna al die laiilxiiiigi SaiDl-Aatnine ud 
1 of the lovcrei^ people in Puir" 
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tined as soon as possible, for hiAa% a promoter of sedition in 
connection with 'he conspiracy of August the i3th. — The con- 
spiracy, accordingly, is still in existence. It is so declared by the 
tribunal, which makes no declaration without evidence. Jean 
Julien has certainly confessed; now what has he revealed ? — On 
the following day, like a crop of poisonous mushrooms, the growth 
of a single night, the story obtains general credence. "Jean 
lulien has declared that all the prisons in Paris thought as he 
did, that there would soon be fine times, that the prisoners were 
amied, and that as soon as the volunteeis cleared out they would 
be let loose on all Paris.'" The streets are full of anxious coun- 
tenances. "One says that Verdun had been betrayed like 
Longwy. Otheis shook their heads and said it was the traitors 
within Paris and not the declared enemies on the frontier that 
were to be feared."* On the following day the story grows: 
" TTiere are royalist officers and soldiers hidden away in Paris and 
in the outskirts. They are going to open the prisons, arm the 
prisoners, set the King and his family free, put the patriots in 
Paris to death, also the wives and children of those in the army. 
... It is natural for men to secure their wives and children 
when they are going to be separated from them, and to use the 
most efficient means of preventing their being opposed to the 
assassin's dagger."' The popular conflagration is lighted, and 
all that remains for those who kindled the flame is to mark out 
the path for it. 

III. 

It is a long time that they have fanned the flames Already, 
on the nth of August, the new Commune had announced, in a 
proclamation,* that " the guilty should perish on the scaffold," 
while its threatening deputations force the National Assembly 
into the immediate institution of a bloody tribunal Carried into 

' Riiif de b BraBOM, " Ld Nuiu lie Pnii," iitfi nighi, p. J7» 
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•■ Mtmoirei mif le^ i.nim*e- cle '^i«cnibie " 1 Tlw commune adopu ind Eipind. ihe fable, 
pntflbly invmlcil I . It !■■ - : ■ ■ ' -:■■• It'll ihe «liicy of the praon plol, 10 scindrj- 

DIulV cin:^ik;«Ierl iJ, n- I ■ ■ - ...■--,li> I(*t ihc firu ume UP The vd of SepLember. 

Thebmc rcpun »,.-. ■ t^Lt-.^L -j.r - ^:. .n-, - it- Ji-<inci» At Genncvilliert. a peaunt, while 
kmenling the niur.acrek ^lii il, MjiL'iiel: "lib. l«i, ■ lenible Ihiog (or the uutocntl to 
■ut \a kill ell the people by k^wiag up die cilj " (Malouei, IL 144). 

•Oadili^Bracflhacaisaun^ABf. 11. 
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jtower by brutal force, it must peiish if it does not maintain 
itself, and thU can be done only through teiror. — Consider fot 
one moment, indeed, this singular situation. Installed in the 
Hdtei-de-ville by a bold nocturnal enterprise, about one hundred 
unknown individuals, delegated by a party which thinks or asserts 
itself to be the peoples' delegates, have overthrown one of the two 
great powers of the State, mangled and enslaved the other, and 
now rule in a capital of 700,000 souls, by the grace of eight or 
ten thousand fanatics and cut-throats. Never did change so sud- 
den take men from so low a point and raise them so high I The 
basest of newspaper scribblers, penny-a-liners out of the gutters, 
bar-room oracles, unfrocked monks and priests, the refuse of the 
literary guild, of the bar, and of the clergy, carpenters, turners, 
grocers, locksmiths, shoemakers, common laborers, many with 
no profession at all,' strolling politicians and public brawlers, 
who, like the sellere of counterfeit wares, have speculated for the 
past three years on popular credulity; among them a number of 
men in bad repute, of doubtful honesty or of proven dishonesty, 
having led shiftless lives in their youth and still besmirched with 
old slime, put outside the pale of useful labor by their vices, 
driven out of inferior stations even into prohibited occupations, 
bruised by the perilous leap, with consciences distorted like the 
muscles of a tight-rope dancer, and who, were it not for the Rev- 
olution, would still grovel in their native filth, awaiting Btc^tre 
or the bagnios to which they were destined — can one imagine 
their growing intoxication as they drink deep draughts from the 
bottomless cup of absolute power ? — For it is absolute power 
which they demand and which they exercise.* Raised by a 
special delegation above the regular authorities, they put up with 
these only as subordinates, and tolerate none among them who 
may become their rivals. Consequently, they reduce the Legis- 

■ MonimFr-Tciniiui. 1 1. 446. till of ihc Kctim ~-— uj~— . ^^^aaf H Oa HdnU*. 
vflle, Aug. lo, before 9 o'clock in Ihe mominB. 

I OScial Rpora of the Ganimunc, Aug. gi. " Coiuldciiaf Am, to cmiR piiUe idMr aad 
Ebaly, Ihc couuil-Eennai at the commune n^nd all lit pt^tr i^ialid U U ty On 
fieptt, flt The tone i( was compellEd to reaiune the exefOK of \a fichu," Ksdi a deputuka 
la ihe National Ammbly to iiniil thai " the ne« depinraeri be maiavA, pure ud um^it. 
Into ■ UKoDimisMoncn' oRia."— Monimer-Temaui, III. i}. Sp«ch of Robopiem la 
the name of the commune: *' Al^er the people have aaved the country, after decraciiif a 
National Convention 10 icplacc you. whai remains for you to do but to gtuify their wiahea t 
. , The people^ forced to see to in own ulvation, has provided for ifaii ihrouf h in jpla 
fata. . . Il ia eiaeatial thu those choien by itnlf for ita maciilnla vlnitf a^ M, 
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lative body simply to the fimcticm of editor and herald of 
their decrees ; they have forced the new department electors to 
"abjure their title," to confine themselves to tax assessments, 
while they lay their ignorant hands daily on every other service, 
on the finances, the army, supplies, the administration, justice, at 
the risk of breaking the administrative wheels or of intemiptiDg 
their action. 

One day they summon the Mmister of War before them, or, 
for lack of one, his chief clerk ; anothei day they keep the whole 
body of officials in his department in arrest for two houis, under 
the pretext of finding a suspected printer.' At one time they 
aflSx seals on the fimds devoted to extraordinary expenses ; at 
another time they do away with the commission on supplies; at 
another they meddle with the course of justice, either to aggra- 
vate proceedings or to impede the execution of sentences ren- 
dered,' ITiere is no principle, no law, no regulation, no verdict, 
no public man or establishment that is not subject to the risk of 
their arbitrament. — And, as they have laid hands on power, they 
do the same with money. Not only do they extort from the 
Assembly 850,000 ft-ancs a month, with arrears from the 1st of 
January, 179Z, more than six millions in all, to defray the ex- 
penses of their military police, which means to pay their bands,* 
but again, "invested with the municipal scarf," they seize, "in 
the public edifices belonging to the nation, all fumiture, and 
whatever is of most value." " In one building alone, they carry 
off to the value of 100,000 crowns."* Ebewhere, in the hands 
of the treasurer of the civil list, they appropriate to themselves 
a box of jewels, other precious objects, and 340,000 francs.* 
Their commissioners bring in frum Chandlly three three-horse 

■ Official reponi of dw coaimitH, Auf. lo.— Ucnlmer-Tcnuii, IIL 15J. L«uercf ihi 

UiDuto' Savin. Aug. 90- — Itid., i^g.^-^/Hd., 14B. The commuitao od nip^ici biiviiig 
been broken up by the coDimuiie, Roland, the Muiiiter of the Inierior, be^i the Aneoihly to 
kclpnmpdr> for^'he viU no longer be nqxKuib^ for the luppliet of Ppju." 

• OSdal reprauof the caminuiK, Aug. 91. A mcjuiioa requmiE thai, on Dulifarat*. 
t^tim, Ihote who appear for the defcDdnDti ihoukl be provided with 1 certificaEe of tbtb 
Integrity, iuued by theiT aueobled Kcdon, and ihii the interview! between then and Iha 
(cciaed be public— /ju!, Aug. 17. ■ leiolution loiuapencl the eiecutian of the twa*N*«tai 
if mayor Simoiuieau, conilemned tn desih by the tribunal of SanC'^t-Oiae. 

• Monimei-Tetnauii, 111. II. Demeof Aug. 11. 

• I'ludhonune, "Kcvoluiiau dePaiia" (number fai Sept. «). Repoit byRnlaad n Ifa* 
Nuioiial Auembly (SepL 16, ai 9 o'dock io the nuning), 

■HadaiDC Roland, "Kimomt," IL ^m (^^ Butiitc et BervilleJ. Scput bjrKlhaA 
Oct 19. The BBnut 'm qtiatkiii uxA place Aug. 17. 

iS 
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vehicles "loaded with the spoils of M. de Gondii" and they un- 
dertake '* removing the contents of the houses of the imigrisJ*^ 
They confiscate in the churches of Paris "the crueifizeSy music- 
stands, bells, railings, and every object in bronze or of iron, 
chandeliers, cups, vases, reliquaries, statues, every article of 
plate," as well " on the altars as in the sacristies," * and we can 
imagine the enormous booty obtained ; to cart away the silver 
plate belonging to the single church of Madeleine-de-la-ville 
required a vehicle drawn by four horses.— Now they use all this 
money, so freely seized, as freely as they do power itsd£ 
One fills his pockets in the Tuileries without the slightest con- 
cern ; another, in the Garde- Meuble, rummages secretaries, and 
carries off a wardrobe with its contents.^ We have already seen 
that in the depositories of the Commune " most of the seals are 
broken," that enormous sums in plate, in jewels, in gold and 
silver coin have disappeared. Future inquests and accounts will 
charge on the Committee of Supervision, " abstractions, dilapi- 
dations, and embezzlements," in short, *' a mass of violations and 
breaches of trust" — When one is king, one easily mistakes the 
money-drawer of the State for the drawer in which one keeps 
one's own money. 

Unfortunately, this full possession of public power and of the 
public funds holds only by a slender thread. Let the evicted 
and outraged majority dare, as subsequently at Lyons, Mar- 
seilles, and Toulon, to return to the section assemblies and re- 
voke the false mandate which they have arrogated to themselves 
through fraud and force, and, on the instant, they again become, 
through the sovereign will of the people, and by virtue of their 
own creed, what they really are, usur[)ers, extortioners, and rob- 
bers ; there is no middle course for them between a dictatorship 
and the galleys. — ^The mind, before such an alternative, unless 
extraordinarily well-balanced, loses its equilibrium ; they have no 
difficulty in deluding themselves with the idea that the State is 
menaced in their persons, and, in postulating the rule, that all is 

1 AKmoires snr les journfcs de Scptembre'* (Ed. Barri&re et Berville, pp. 307-398). Utx 
9twamM paid by the treasurer of the commune. — See, on the prolongation of this plundering^ 
Roland't repoit, Oct 99, of money, plate, and a&signats taken from the Senlis Hospital (Sq;iL 
13), the Hotel de Coigny emptied, and sale of furniture in the Hotel d'Elgmont, etc. 

'OflSdal report* of the commune, Aug. 17 and 20. — list of sums paid by the treuurer of 
die oommune, p. 31 1. — On the 98th of August a *' St Roch '* in silver k brought to fhm bv 
oC dMS National Assembly. 

i Moctiiiia^Tflniftax, II L 150^ i6if 5S1.— Report by AolndL Oet og^ fw 414. 
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allowable iat tliem, even massacre. Has not Buire Stated in 
the tribune that, against the enemies of the natiDD, "all means 
are fair and justifiable ? " Has not another deputy, Jean Debry, 
proposed the fonnation of a body of i.zoo volunteers, who " will 
sacrifice themselves," as formerly the assassins of the Old Man 
of the Mountain, in "attacking tyrants, hand to hand, individu- 
ally," as well as generals ? ' Have we not seen Merlin de 
Thionville insisting that "the wives and children of the imigrh 
should be kept as hostages," and declared responsible, or, in 
Other words, ready for slaughter if their relatives continue th«r 
attacks?* 

This is all that can be done, for other measures have not 
proved sufficient' — In vain has the Commune decreed the arrest 
of journalists belonging to the opposite party, and distributed 
their presses amongst patriotic printers.* In vain has it declared 
the members of the Sainte-Chapelle club, the National Guards 
who have sworn allegiance to Lafayette, the signers of the peti- 
tion of 8,000, and of that of 20,000, disqualified for any service 
whatever.* In vain has it multiplied domiciliary visits, even to 
the residence and carriages of the Venetian ambassador. In 
vain, through insulting and repeated examinations, does it keep 
at its bar, under the hootings and death-cries of its tribunes, the 
most honorable and most illustrious men, X^voisier, Dupont de 
Nemours, the eminent surgeon Desault, the most harmless and 
most refined ladies, Madame de Tourzel, Mademoiselle de Tour- 
zd, and the Princesse de Lsmballe.* In vain, after a profusion 
of arrests during twenty days, it envelopes all Paris in one cast 
of its net for a nocturnal search : ' the barriers closed and doubly 
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guarded, sentinels on the quays and boats stationed on the Seine 
to prevent escape by water, the city divided beforehand into 
ciicumscriptions, and for each section, a list of suspected per- 
sons, the circulation of vehicles stopped, every citizen ordered to 
stay at home, the silence of death after six o'clock in the even- 
ing, and then, in each street, a patrol of sixty pikemen, seven 
hundred squads of satjs-culottfs, all working at the same time* 
and with their usual brutality, doors burst in with pieces of tim- 
ber, wardrobes picked by locksmiths, walls sounded by masons, 
cellars searched even to digging in the ground, papers seized, arms 
confiscated, three thousand persons arrested and led off, ^ priests, 
old men, the infirm, the sick, and fh)m ten in the evening to five 
o'clock in the morning, the same as in a city taken by assault, 
the screams of women rudely treated, the cries of prisoners com- 
pelled to march, the oaths of the guards, cursing and drinking 
at each grog-shop ; never was there such an universal, method- 
ical execution, so well calculated to suppress all inclination for 
resistance in the silence of general stupefaction. 

And yet, at this very moment, there are those who act in good 
faith in the sections and in the Assembly, and who rebel at being 
under such masters. A deputation from the Lombards section, 
and another from the Cora-market, come to the Assembly and 
protest against the Commune's usurpations.' Choudieu, the 
Montagnard^ denounces its glaring prevarications. Cambon, a 
stera financier, will no longer consent to have his accounts tam- 
pered with by thieving tricksters.' The Assembly at last seems 
to have recovered itself. It extends its protection to Gdray, the 
journalist, against whom the new pachas had issued a warrant; 

Ifamal AsscmUy the aflSur is repeated on the fbUowing day, and it lasts finom the Z9th to the 
3i8t of August, in the evening.— Moore, Aug. 31. The stupid, sheep-like vanity of the botnw 
geois entisted as a gendarme for the xans-culotitx is here well depicted. The keeper of die 
HAtel Meurice, where Moore and Lord Lauderdale put up, was on guard and on the chase 
the night before: "He talked a good deal of the &tigue he had undergone, and hinted a 
little of the dangers to wliich he had been exposed in the coune of this severe duty. Being 
asked if he had been successful in his search after suspected persona—' Yes, my lotd, ^-^ 
nitely: our battalion arrested four priests.' He could not have kx>ked more lofty if he Km^f 
taken the Duke of Brunswick." 
> According to Rocderer, the number arrested amounted to from 5,000 to 6,000 persona. 

* Mortimer-Temaux, III. 147, 148, Aug. s8 and 29. -^^a/., 176. Other sections complaia 
of the Commune with some bitterness. — Buchez et Roux, XVIL 358. — " Proc^veibaaz de 
hi Commune," Sept i. " The section of the Temple sends a deputation which declares that 
by virtue of a decree of the National Assembly it withdraws its powers entrusted to the coon* 
■ritsooers elected by it to the coundl-genend." 

* IfortimeroTeniaux, IIL 154 (Kssionof Aug. joX 
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it summons to its own bar the signers of the warrant, and orden 
them to confine themselves in future to the exact limits of the 
law which they transgress. Better still, it dissolves the interlop- 
ing Council, and substitutes for it ninety-six delegates, to be elect- 
ed by the sections in twenty-four hours. And, even still better, it 
orders an account to be rendered within two days of the objects it 
has seized, and the return of all gold or silver articles to the Treas- 
ury. Quashed, and summoned to disgorge their booty, the auto- 
crats of the Hfltel-dc-ville come in vain to the Assembly in force 
on the following day ' to extort from it a repeal of its decrees ; the 
Assembly, in spite of their threats and those of their satelUtes, 
maintains its ground. — So much the worse for the stubborn ; if 
they are not disposed to regard the flash of the sabre, they will 
Ded its sharp edge and point The Commune, on the motion of 
Manuel, decides that, so long as public danger condnues, they 
will stay where they are ; it adopts an address by Robespierre to 
"restore sovereign power to the people," which means to fill the 
streets with armed bands ; * it collects together its brigands by 
g'vmg them the owneiship of all that they stole on the roth of 
August.^ The session, prolonged into the night, does not la- 
minate until one o'clock in the morning. Sunday has come and 
there is no time to lose, for, in a few hours, the sections, by virtue 
of the decree of the National Assembly, and following the 
example of the Temple section the evening before, may revoke 
the pretended representatives at the Hdtel-de-ville. To remain 
It the Hdtel-de-ville, and to be elected to the convention, de- 
mands on the part of the leaders some striking action, and this 
they require that veiT day. — ^lliat day is the the seomd of Sep- 
tember. 

IV. 

Snce the 93d of August Oidr resolutioD is taken.* ThqrJtave 

■ HenbnCT-Tcni.ni, III. iTi (adoa of Aof . jiJ.-nT&U, aea-On ib> Vkn^t imn, 

Sipt. 1, Miheinitigaiianof DMHan.ThiiriiitBbliiiMftBmttitWMiendA— »M]rM HHfclga 
on degw»hidi«tginiiD»lloi»theinaDbBiiiftlMci»iu mi n«ti>kaiy diAplM^ t » iHyijii - 
■H; u kul, at the HAtd-<)e-nne. 

* " Proc^Terbaiu de In Co nu n vn c,** Sept i. 

• "Pncii-TCilHiu dc li Cammuw," ScpL i. "Il k laofnd dua ■lnMiw sSbcta bl 
bto the haoda of tbc d t U na vko Ibu^i ftt iberty uid squaEcy on Ao Hth i]f Ab^iAl thai 

; M. TalBHi, ■ - - - - - - - 
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arranged in their minds a plan of the massacre, and each one, 
little by little, spontaneously, according to his aptitudes, tak«s 
the part that suits him or is assigned to him. 

Marat, foremost among them all, is the proposer and preacher 
of the operation, which, for him, is a perfectly natural oti& It 
is an abridgment of his political system : a dictator or tribune, 
with fiill power to slay, and with no other power but that ; a good 
master executioner, responsible, and "tied hand and foot"; this 
is his programme for a government since July the i4.th, 1789, 
and he does not blush at it r "so much the worse for those who 
are not on a level with it ! " ' He appreciated tlie character of 
the Revolution from the first, not through genius, but sympa- 
thetically, he himself being equally as one-sided and monstrous; 
crazy with suspicion and beset with a homicidal mania for the past 
three years, reduced to one idea through mental impoverishment, 
that of murder, having lost the faculty for even the lowest order 
of reasoning, the poorest of journalists, save for pikemen and 
Billingsgate market-women, so monotonous in his constant par- 
oxysms that the regular reading of his journal is like listening 
to hoarse cries fiom the cells of a madhouse. From the 19th of 
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pmonoK here, who nre trcaud too well there." On the day of Foumicr*! depucure (Aug. 
14) Moore obterve* in the Pidais Royal and at the Tuilcries "a Ereater oumbet Uun obiai of 
fd^ennt hannfucrt of tfao populace, hiied t« the puipoK of icspbing Ihe people wkb « bo^ 
nir of moDBJchy. " " 

* Afemitmr, SepL 15, 1793, speech by Maiat in the Coovctirion, 

• See hii two joumali, "L'Ami dii peiiplc " and ihc " JiiiimBl'de la R^pubKc Fnofabe," 
DpeciallyfotJulyandOclobcr. 1791,— 'Hit riiimbra for Aug] m 16 ii headed: " Derelopmenl 
ofthe vile plot of Ihe cour<1...l.'.:i ' .- ' -I " - I t..,t ..r .\.i|,i,« ift 
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August he excitts people to attack the prisons. " The wisest and 
best course to pursue," lie says, " is to go armed to the Abbaye, 
drag out the traiiore, especially the Swiss officers and their ac- 
complices, and put them to the sword. What folly it is to give 
them a trial I That is already done. You have massacred the 
soldiers, why should you spare the officers, ten times guiltier? "— 
Also, two days later, his brain teeming with an executioner's 
fancies, insisting that " the soldiers deserved a thousand deaths 
As to the officers, they should be drawn and quartered, like 
Louis Capet and his tools of the Manige."^ — On the strength 
of this the Commune adopts him as its official editor, assigns 
him a tribune in its assembly room, entrusts him to report its 
acts, and soon puts him on its supervisory or executive com 
mittee. 

A fanatic of this stamp, however, is good for nothing but as a 
mouthpiece or instigator; he may, at best, figure in the end 
among the subordinate managers. — The chief of the enterprise,* 
Danton, is of another species, and of another stature, a veritable 
leader of men. Through his past career and actual position, 
^ through his popular cynicism, ways and language, through his 
~^ capacity for taking the initiative and for command, through his 
excessive corporeal and intellectual vigor, through his physical 
ascendency due to his ardent, absorbing will, he is well calculat- 
ed for his terrible office. — He alone of the Commune has become 
Minister, and there is no one but him to screen munidpal out- 
rages with the patronage or inertia of the central authority. — He 
alone of the Commune and of the ministry is able to push things 
on and harmonise acrion in the pell-mell of the revolutionary 
'^^ chaos, and now, in the councils of the ministry, as formerly at the 
H6tel-de ville.he governs. In the constant uproar of incobercnl 
\ discussions,' athwart "propositions ex abmpto, shouts, impreca- 
^ dons, the going and coming of questioning petitioners," he is seen 
^^ mastering his new colleagues with his "stentorian voice, his gest- 

> V AiidiM Pt^U, Ang. 19 uxl 11, 

■ " LetDB ■utognptx de Uaduna RoUDd," patdiibsd bj MadiuBi Buncil da tHBa, 
Sept 9. " DuiIOD leadi an ; Robappient i> bit puppet ; HumthoUshBtnchaoddaffa.'* 
• Mwbinc Rchnd " Mteniiia," II. 19 (note by Roludl.— YiiU, «, ij, 14. Mooga 
Myi: " DaDlofi wjua to hairt it k>; if I rrAaelx will denounce me to dio Coouddih and at 
^ the Cordclierv iu>d bare me budg." Foimiier'i coauaiHiOD to Oikana waa all ia order, 
^ RoIuhI probably having dgned it uiuinn, lilie t]iQ« of the iiiiiiiiilaiiniiii amt biB 4a 
' ■ necnltTa cotiDdl (CC UonbDo-Teniaax, IIL j6t.| 
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ores of an athlete, his fearfUl threats," taking upon himself then 
duties, dictating to them what and whom he chooses, " fetching in 
commissions already drawn up," taking charge of everything, 
"making propositions, arrests, and proclamations, issuing brevets," 
and drawing milhons out of the public treasury, casting a sop to 
his dogs in the Cordeliers and the Commune, "to one 30,000 
bancs, and to another 10,000," "for the Revolution, and on ac- 
count of their patriotism," — such is a summary report of his doings. 
Thus gorged, the pack of hungry "brawlers" and grasping in- 
triguers, the whole serviceable force of the sections and of the 
clubs, is in his hands. One is strong in times of anarchy at the 
head of such a herd. Indeed, during the months of August and 
September, Danton was king, and, later on, he may well say of 
the ad of September, as he did of the loth of August, "I diditi"' 
Not that he is naturally vindictive or sanguinary : on the con- 
trary, with a butcher's temperament, he has a man's heart, and, at 
the risk of compromising himself, against the wills of Marat and 
Robespierre, he will, by-and-by, save his political adversaries, 
Duport, Brissot, and the Girondists, the old party of the " Right."* 
Not that he is blinded by fear, enmities, or the theory; furi- 

■ Tbe penoa vba fivs me du fc^owing hod Li fnjm th« Idog, Louis PhDippei dun hi (A 



(Ofsnor of Stnubouig. He gets to Scrvao'i houK. Uuiialerof Wjir. Mnditt fint (hcrnfiaa 
u let him b. Semn if uawcU ud in bed, with ilie miniiten in hii nxm. The TODDg mui 
■tlltea thai be cdhh fivm the um/ and ii the beera- of dopMlchCK. He 11 fl*<miw*it^ ml 
findt, iadeed, 5wui ia bed vith vuioui penoiiaffei iiFouDd him, voi be umaunccA the tI^ 
tEjrTp-^Tber qnemiiaci bim Mnd he [ira tbe deiailL — He Lhed CDmpliiiii of h&viflg been dift' 
placed, did, HiDiic Aal be ii taa roung to cDnmuud with aaj ■ulhsril]' u Stnibourg, 
request* to be irinirsmf with the unty in the field, *' ImpoHiblei" Rpliee Sernq : " yom 
pUce b civm to BwitheT/' Tbeieupoo one of tbe pcnoiugee pfeteot, nth ■ rtmiljar vih^ 
•nd ■im|h vgka, nkahimuideuid n|nio bim: " Semn U > fool I Come and >ee <M 

<f Junke.''_Tb* pot dayheoUi on Duiod, wbo idli him: "It is all rithi; jm ihd 
havo jrour post beck — not Doder KeQermii^ however, but tmdo' DmnourieK ; an jrou coo- 
teml" Tbe roimf maa, delighted, thanks him. Danton resumes : " Let me give yoa OD* 
piAe of advice be&R you fo: Ym bate taleut aod will succeed. But get rid of one bolt-.* 
you talk too muciL You have been in Paiii twentyjbur boun. and abeady you hive iLjiuai 
idly diddled the a&ir oT September, Iknowthis: t havebeeDinliinBedof it" "ButthM 

Puisiauvaaliiomuyj f . A liver of blood bwl 

imigrta. You m too yonnj to understud these d 
Inly platt otnradayi for a yoimf mao likt you and of your nmli, Vou 
fon: but mind this— keep your mouth shut I " 
■ Hub, 16;, Nirnuive by hii riest. dw pfaydeiaii Lambiy, an [qtiniale fiiend li Daat 

)^ «r lbs " Si(l>t " iboukl Hkawiw bi pn 01 
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ous as a dubbist, he has the clear-sightedness of the politician; 
he is not the dupe of the sonorous phrases he utters, he knows 
the value of the rogues he employs ; > he has no illusions about 
men or things, about other people or about hims^; if he 
slays, it is with a full consciousness of what he b doing, of 
his party, of the situation, of the revolution, while the crude 
expressions which, in the tones of his bull's voice, he flings out 
as he passes along, are but a vivid statement of the precise truth : 
"We are the rabble ! We spring from the gutters 1 " With the or- 
dinary feeling of humanity, " we should soon get back into them. 
We can only rule through fearl "* "The Parisians are so many 

-- ; a river of blood must flow between them and the 

imi^ii."* "The tocsin about to be rung is not a signal of 
alarm, but a charge on the enemies of the country. . . . 
What is necessary to overcome them i Boldness, boldness, 
always boldness!* I have brought my mother here, seventy 
years of age; I have sent for my children, and they came last 
night. Before the Prussians enter Paris, I want my family to die 
with me. Let twenty thousand torches be apphed, and Paris 
instantly reduced to ashesl "* "We must maintain ourselves in 
Paris at all hazards. Republicans are in an extreme minority, 
and, for fighting, we can rely only on them. The rest of France 
is devoted to royalty. The royalists must be terrifiedl"* — It is 

' ETfirTbudj knDw%' hfl aid, ^ dut [ do Dot ihri&k &« 



■ Philippe de S^EUr, " Mfimcjira^" 1, 
ireeki afto th« id a[ Septcmbo. 

■ Se« above, Eumtivc of the Idnc Louil PbiSpp^ 

• Guchei et Roui. XVll. 347. The wordi of Dutoo is the Matlcul Anemhlr. Sept •, 
• ynie befontwo o'clock, juM » tbetocimividcuu»aEiTetbciigiw]of jihkniiiMp«edivo& 
Alnadir oo the jiit of Ausuu, TiIBeo, hk &i[hfui al]]!, had told lb* Nukgial Aaanbl^t 
" We have arrested the prietla who make ao much uouhle. They ait in coafiEtomcat in • 
QBZtam dccoidle, and in a few dayi the loilof hboty will be purged of thdr pRiaicB^'* 

*Hdllan, "Mimuicea," 39J (Ed. Barriire el BerviDe). Speech by Fabn d'EclantiM at 
the jKobiD Cub, vni aronni unonff the affiliated duba, May t, 179^ 

• Robiaet, " Piocia dea Damoniita," 39, 45 (wwda of Dunton in the carainitteg on (eocial 
deftnac). — Madame RolaiHl, " M&noirta," IL jo. Od tha ad of S^Kemba Gmdiirt, 
ordered to ttpon to the Mbii t er of the Interior od the Kate of Iba priioDi. waiti far Daotoa 
aa he leav^ the CDnndl and taHa hiia hii foja. "Danten, Lrritaied bj die deacriptioB, cs. 

daimt in hit bcllowioE way, luitijiff the wud to the action. 'J the priaoneri I I^ 

them Lake oat of thetoaelvea 1 ' and be proceeded od in an angry mood. Thia to<A placa bi 
the »ea>Dd ■nte.nnm, b (he pnaence of twenty pcnoru^''-.-AFTUult. II. idi. About the 
time of the September maaaaoea " Danton, in the presence of one of my ftienda, replied to 
aoueocie that urged him to uae hiaamhori^ in atofiping the iptUtDf of blood: 'laB'lla.4<H 
far tb* peopla to talie iheit lereogel '" 
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he who, on the 28th of August, obtains from the Assembly the 
great domiciliary visit, by which the Commune fills the prisons. 
It is he who, on the 2d of September, to paralyse the resistance of 
honest people, causes the penalty of death to be decreed against 
whoever, " directly or indirectly shall, in any manner whatsoever, 
refuse to execute, or who shall interfere with the orders issued, 01 
with the measures of the executive power." It is he who, on 
that day, informs the journalist Prudhomme of the pretended 
prison plot, and who, the second day after, sends his secretary, 
Camille Desmoulins, to falsify the report of the massacres.^ I*, 
is he who, on the 3d of September, at the office of the Minister 
of Justice, before the battalion officers and the heads of the 
service, before Lacroix, president of the Assembly, and P6tion, 
mayor of Paris, before Clavi^res, Servan, Monge, Lebrun, and 
the entire Executive Council, except Roland, reduces at one 
stroke the head men of the government to the position of pas- 
sive accomplices, replying to a man of feeling, who rises to stay 
the slaughter, " Sit down — it was necessary I " * It is he who, 
the same day, despatches the circular, countersigned by him, by 
which the Committee of Supervision announces the massacre, 
and invites "their bretluren of the departments" to follow th« 
example of Paris.' It is he who, on the loth of September, 
" not as Minister of Justice, but as Minister of the People," is to 

* Prudhomme, " Crimes de la R6volution/' IV. 9a On the ad of September, at die alarm 
given by the tocsin and cannon, Prudhomme calls on Danton at his house for information. 
Danton repeats the story which has been gotten up, and adds : ** The people, who are now 
aroused and know what to do, want to administer justice themselves on the worthless scan^x 
now in prison." Camille Desmoulins enters. " Look here," says Danton, " Prudhomme has 
come to ask what is going to be done ? " *' Didn't you tell him that the innocent would not 
be confounded with the guilty T All those that are demanded by their sections will be given 
up." On the 4th, Desmoulins calls at the office of the journal and says to the editors: 
*' Well, everything has gone ofT in the most perfect order. The people even set free a good 
many^ aristocrats against whom there was no direct proof . . I trust that ]roa will stata 
all this exactly, because the youmaldes Revolutions is the compass of public oimuon." 

* Prudhomme, " Crimes de la Revolution," 123. According to the statements of TheotdiOa 
Mandar, vice-president of a section, witness and actor in the scene: he authorises Prod- 
homme to mention his name. — ^Afterwards, in the next room, Mandar proposes to Pftion 
and Robespierre to attend the Assembly the next day and protest against the massacre; 
if necessary, the Assembly may appoint a director for one day. " Take care not to do that^" 
replied Robespierre; " Brissot would be the dictator." — Potion says nothing. "The m jni a- 
ters were all agreed to let the massacres continue." 

* Madame Roland, II. 37. — "Angers et Ic department de Maine-et-Loire de 1787 k zSjo^"* 
by Blordier Langlois. Appended to the circular was a printed address bearing the title oi 
OmtU ttfulu OM peupU souverain^ " countersigned by the Minister of Justice and with llw 
llinister^a seal on the package," and addressed to the Jarobin Quba of the depaxtniait% dial 

^ ioo, jn^giit preach massacre 
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ooDgratnlate and thank the slau^tereis of VeisuUes.' — AAei 
the loth of August, through Billaud-Varennes, his former secre 
taiy, Fabre d'Eglantine, his secretary as Keeper of the Seal^ 
Tallien, secretary of the Commune, and his most trusty hench- 
man, he is present at all deliberations in the HAtel-de-villc, and, 
at the last hour, is careful to put on the Committee of Super- 
vision one of his own men, the head clerk, Desforges," — Not 
only waa the mowing-machine constructed under his own eye, 
and with bis assent, but, again, at the moment of starting it, he 
holds the handle, so as to guide the blade. 

It is well that he does ; if he did not somedmes put on the 
brake, it would go to pieces through its own action. Introduced 
into the Committee as professor of political blood-letting, Marat, 
stubbornly following out a fixed idea, cuts down deep, much be- 
low the designated line; warrants of arrest were already out 
against thirty deputies, Brissot's papers were rummaged, Roland'i 
house was surrounded, while Duport, seized in a neighboring de- 
partment, b brought to the shambles. The latter is saved with 
the utmost difficulty ; many a blow is necessary before he can be 
wrested from the maniac who had seized him. With a surgeon 
like Marat, and apprentices like the four or five hundred leaders 
of the Commune and of the sections, it is not essential to guide 
the knife, for a large amputation is certain beforehand. Their 
names alone tell the story, — in the Commune, Manuel, the 
tyndic-attomey ; Hubert and Billaud-Varennes, his two depu- 
ties; Huguenin, LhuiUier, Marie Ch^nier, Audouin, Uonard 
Bourdon, Boula and Truchon, presidents in successon; in the 
Commune and the sections, Panis, Sergent, Tallien, Rossignol, 
Chaumette, Fabre d'Eglantine, Fache, Hassenlratz, the cobbler 
Simon, and the printer Momoro ; in the National Guard, San- 
terre, commanding-general, Henriot, brigadier- general, and, un- 
der them, the herd of demagogues belonging to the district, the 
■upemumemies of Danton, Hubert, or Robespierre, and who 
ire afterwards guillotined with their file-leaders, in briei^ the 

■ HsttmcT-Tcmin, III. jgt, 391. Wiunsd br Alquler, pmldEnt of the criminal umn 
gf VoiuDa, of the duigs 10 wUch the Orleuu priaoncn woe upoud, Duiton Teptied : 
"What <• that to you t Thu lEGilrdaes not eoncea jrcii. Mbd your own builnai. init da 
BM meddle with thingi cniBilde of It I " " But, UmuiBir, the liw uyi Ihxl priwuun mun 
bepF01eci«d" "What do ytn cue? Some anumg (h«n uc gnat cnmiDals, utdnobodf 
iD»wi yei how the pcoi^e win irgard then uid how br tbdr bdgDadDD wiU cany dwm.* 
B wished lo punue ihe nutta. but Duilon tmiked bk bud on him. 
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flower of the future terrorists.'— They are tating the first step in 
blood, each in the attitude and under impulses peculiar to him- 
self, Chinier denounced as a member of the Sainte-ChapeQe 
dub, and with the more exaggeration because he is suspected ; ' 
Manuel, a poor little excitable fellow, dazed, dragged along, and 
afterwards shuddermg at the sight of his own work ; Santerre, s 
fine circumspect figure-head, who, on the 2d of September, under 
pretence of watching the baggage, climbs on the scat of a beilio 
standing on the street, where he remains a couple of hours, to 
get rid of doing his duty as commanding-general ; ' Panis, presi- 
dent of the Committee of Supervision, a good subordinate, his 
bom disciple and train-bearer, an admirer of Robespierre's 
whom he proposes for the dictatorship, as well as of Marat, 
whom he extols as a prophet;* Henriot, Hubert, and Rossi- 
gnol, simple malefactors in uniform or in their scarfs; CoHot 
d'Herbois, a stage poetaster, whose theatrical imagination de- 
lights in a combination of melodramatic horrors;' Billaud-Va- 
lennes, a former oratorien, bilious and sombre, as cool before a 
murder as an inquisitor at an auto daf/; finally, the wily Robes- 
pierre, pushing others without committing himself, never signing 
his name, giving no orders, haranguing a great deal, always 
advising, showing himself everywhere, getting ready to reign, 
and suddenly, at the last moment, pouncing like a cat on his 
prey, and trying to slaughter his rivals, the Girondists* 

■ Madune Roland, " Liltrcs Bulographia, etc.," Sept, s, 1791 "WtMiE hcnimliT tb* 
kslns of Mnrit and RobMpitrrt. TtiMC fdlowi in iiriving u eidte the ptopls •od am 
them Bgninit the T^adanal Aiumbly ud (liE Council The; hm OT^anuol H Siat Chunbtf 
wid they hjlvQ a BmaU umy undo- paj^, aided by what they found or itolc ui the palace anil 
eUcwhen. or by lupplies purchased by Damon, who u undcrhandedly the chl^UIn of thk 
horde."— Duiaulx, " Mimairei," 441. "On the rolloiniig day (SepL j) I went CO >ee ooe 
ef Ibe penona^eA of nioet inAuence at tbn epoch- *You kaow,'Hid liahim, 'what Dgoin^ 
«t' 'Verywell^ but keep quiet ; it will soon be ovb. A liiile mare blood it <lUI oecc*. 

II. 44]. 

•"Procii-Tetbaus de la Commune," Aug, 17.— Buchei et Roux, XII. 106. Account o< 
tbeffleof Au((. »7; » denundadon ■^ainm CMnier, " who b now called ibnply Cli(~ier >be 
c^pLiin." — Webct, II. V74, 37^. 

* Madame dc StaHl, " Condd^radoni aur la Revolution Fran^aise," 3d part, ch. a. 

• Ptudhomme, "Lei fUvoIutioni de Paiii" (ninober for Sept. aa). At one of the lait 
■■■0111 of the comtauoe " M. Faiut spoke of Man! u of 1 praphet, another Simeon Sct- 
Uta. 'Maratt' laid be, *Teinalned dx weeka uttas on oi» tbifh in a dunf^eon.' "-^Barv 
banno, 64. 

'.Weber, II. 348. Collol dwellt al length, "in eool-Wooded jaiely," on the munler of 
Madame de Lambatle and on the abouiinaiians to which her cotpie was siilj^cled. " He 
added, widli a fifh of tegrel, that if he had been oonsnlted he would have had [he head ef 
Madame de I^ m balle served in a covered diib for the queen's luppet." 

■ Ob Ihc pan played by Robe^iem and hii p 
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Up U> this time, in slaughtering or having it done, it was 
always as insurrectionists in the street; now, it is in places of 
imprisonment, as magistrates and functionaries, according to the 
registers of a lock-up, after proofe of identity and on snap judg- 
ments, by paid executioners, in the name of public security, 
methodically, and in cool blood, almost with the same regularity 
as subsequently under "the revolutionary government." Sep- 
tember, indeed, is the beginning of It, the abridgment of it and 
the type; they will not do otherwise or better in the best days 
of the guillotine. Only, as they are as yet poorly supplied with 
tools, they are obliged to use pikes instead of the guillotine, and, 
as diffidence is not yet entirely gone, the chiefe conceal themselves 
behind manceuvrings. Nevertheless, we can track them, take 
them in the act, and we possess their autographs; they planned 
commanded, and conducted the operation. On the 30th ot 
August, the Commune decided that the sections should try 
accused persons, and, on the ad of September, five trusty sec- 
tions reply to it by resolving that the accused shall be murdered.' 
The same day, September 2, Marat takes his place on the Com- 
mittee of Supervision. The same day, September 2, Panis and 
Sergcnt sign the commissions of "their comrades," Maillard and 
associates, for the Abbaye, and "order them to judge," that is to 
say, kill the prisoners.* The same and the following days, at La 
Force, three members of the Commune, Hubert, Monneuse, and 
Rossignol, preside in turn over the assassin court.' The same 
day, a commissary of the Committee of Supervision comes and 
demands a dozen men of the Sans-Culottes section to help 
c the priests of Saint Firmin.* The same day, a com- 

[, IIL 105. Specdi by Robespiem it tba 

lilon. Wdl, I five their aanwi for Iha 

lie BBtrtid^ Brwot, (he Girondst bctionisa. the rucall} 

the Nukinil AlKmbty ; 1 denaiince them for h^vLpg Hid 

id for baviDg txken in advitncc the reward for their dastvdly «ct.'* 

t of luperviHOD a^nst thirty deputies ud >ciiDn Briuol tnd 
— «6.^7)- 

unc." Aug. 30.— MortioKr-TfTTUili, III. 117 fnxidutlaiHot 
embouTE). — Cnnirr de Cuugsic, IL 1114 (ulheuaa of tlw 
Qiiimo-VLaKt). 

■ Gnnkr de Ciuagiuc, II. 15A- 

■ Mortifficr-Tenuux» IIL tt^—Gnnri dc Cuspgnac, XIL 4ua. (The otha- fiw judgea 

< Gfuier de Catapac, II, jij. Reiser at the Geneml AuemUy tf the lanfftiitllii 
tcAeHf Sept %. U^uuvei Aur ^es Jouid^ dc Scptembic," 131 (d ecl nra l aoB of Joordu^ 
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missary of tbe Commune vmts the difl faent prisons daring the 
slaughterings, and finds that "things are going on well in all ot 
them." ' The same day, at five o'clock in the afternoon, Billaud- 
Varennes, deputy-attomey for the Coramune, "in his well-known 
puce-colored coat and blaclt perruque," walking over the corpses, 
says to the Abbaye butchers : " Fellow-citizens, you are immo- 
lating your enemies, you are performing your duty 1 " That 
night he returns, highly commends them, and ratifies his promise 
of the wages "agreed upon"; on the following any at noon, he 
again returns, congratulates them more warmly, allons each one 
twenty francs, and urges them to keep on.* — In the mean time, 
Santerre, summoned to the staff-office by Roland, hypocritically 
deplores his voluntary inability, and persists in not giving the 
orders, without which the National Guard cannot stir a step.' 
At the sections, the presidents, Ch^nier, Ceyrat, Boula, Momon), 
Collot d'Herbois, send sway or fetch their victims under pikes. 
At the Commune, the council-general votes 13,000 firancs, to be 
taken from the dead, to deftly the expenses of the operation.* 
In the Committee of Supervision, Marat sends off despatches to 
spread murder through the departments. — It is evident that the 
leaders and their subordinates are unanimous, each at his post 
and in the service he performs; through the spontaneous co- 
operation of the whole party, the command from above meets 
the impulse from below;' both unite in a common murderous 
disposition, the work being done with the more precision in pro* 

•BuchcinRoui, XVIII. 109,178. ("L.T«iit 
dTC DfAbM Sksrd, tja, 131. 

* Gnuiier ite CuAkgbkCi It. 99, ^ — O^ Ae pra 
»9-M 

•Monunw-Ttmiiix, IIL !.77»ad .99 {Sept 3)— 
lAmir) of ihe leakni of the Quitte-Nuioiu lUts in hit report th 
diCD ID pay cxpcDKi out of the i&ir."— DeclumtiDii of Jourdui, i;i. — Laif*1«1c, "M6- 
moim," I. 91. The wididve of Ibe Hunmunt is funhe piored by the following deDol: 
"TowBTdifirc o'clock (S«pt j> city officiAkon hane1ucl(» carrying a Bag. rode lluvugh tha 

km; the dty will be buml and giica up to pillage. Have no fear of the mitan and con- 
qinion behind yam baclii. lliey an in the handi of the pstncti, uid befon you leave tkt 
tlaiHJirieU4'>/>talisHaJJ<ulkinul/aJIimtium/"-~^tic}taaRou^yiXyin. 103. Let- 
ter of Chevalier Soibt-Diiier, otember of the finicofflnuEIce of tuperviAJOD, Sept. 10. "Mant, 

Tqigeance. . . Marat tLatei openly that 4O1O00 heads must itUl be knocked oA* u> CDbn* 
the nuocu of the Revolulian." 

et RsBi. XVIIl. 146. " Ha lUiiunction,'- by Halbon de la Varennc. "TIm 
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portion to its being easily done. — ^Jailers have received orders to 
open the prison doois, and give themselves no concern. Through 
an excess of precaution, the knives and forks of the prisoners 
have been taken away from them,' One by one, on their names 
being called, they will march out like oxen in a slaughter-house, 
while about twenty butchers to each prison, from to two to three 
hundred in all,* will suffice to do the work. 



Two classes of men fiimisfa recruits, and here we have to admire 
the eSect of the revotutionaiy creed on crude intellects. — First, 
there are the Federates of the South, lusty fellows, former soldiers 
or old bandits, deserters, bohemians, and bullies of all lands and 
from every source, who, after finishing their work at Marseilles 
and Avignon, have come to Paris to begin over ag^un. " THple 
nom de Dieul" exclaims one of them, "I didn't come a hun- 
dred and eighty leagues to stop with a hundred and eighty heads 
on the end of my pike I " * Accordingly, they form in themselves 
a special, permanent, resident body, allowing no one to divert 
them from their adopted occupation. " They turn a deaf ear to 
the excitements of spurious patriotism";^ they are not going to 
be sent off to the frontier. Their post is at the capital j they have 
sworn " to defend liberty " ; neither before nor after September 
could they be got out of it When, at last, after having drawn 
on every treasury for their pay, and under every pretext, they 
consent to leave Paris, it is only that they may return to Mar- 
soUes ; their operations are limited to the interior, and to polit- 
ical adversaries. But their zeal in this direction is only the 
greater; it is theur band which, first of all, takes the twenty-four 
priests from the mayoralty, and, on the way, begins the massacre 

■"lUnoimia' la joanrfo de Septaubn. Mod lEonie," by Joumiic de Saint-Mfaid 
— Uotuae de In r«iimil«iili). t*. The ijili nT Ausiut abe obuined pcnniuuin u Jofai 
■uTBDdcia priHo: "U. Scrgnt ud othoi uld iHilut Iwu ictiDg impnulaiily; tbu 
Ai ptiumt wtttutu^r 

Tliiiiiiii ill rmm^mr, — II. 97. AccordtDg to Roch MarcaiidieT thar niimbet "did aot 
exceed -fa." AcconSng to Louvet ihere were " »xi, asd perbupi not that number." Ac- 
GordiDg to Brinot, the mava^es were CDnuiuEted by about "h hundred unknown bTiBWidi." 
— P^tioD. at La Fm i/bid., 7J), « September 6. Gndi aboui a doien execunonen. Ac- 
cording u Madame Roland (II. u), " ihete were not Afleeaat ine Ahbaye." Laiilette Ih* 
int day find) only about fifty at the La Fone piisoD. 

;n of the Jacobin Club, Aug. 97), ip eech by a itJmMB 
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with their own hands.' — ^After these came ttie infuriates of the 
Paris commonalty, many of them clerks or shopmen, most oi 
them artisans, and others belonging to every trade, locksmitt^, 
masons, butchers, cartmen, tailors, shoemakers, waggoners, es- 
pecially boat-loaders, dock-hands, and market-porters, and, above 
all, journeymen and apprentices of all kinds, in short, men 
accustomed to hand-labor, and who occupy the lowest grade in 
the scale of professions.' Among these we find beasts of pre)', 
murderers by instinct, or simple robbers,' Others who, like one 
of the disciples of Abb^ Sicard, whom he loves and venerates, 
confess that they never stirred except under constraint.* Others 
are simple machines, who let themselves be driven; for instance, 
a comer "commissionaire," a good sort of man, but who, dragged 
along, plied with liquor, and then made crazy, kills twenty priests 
for his share, and dies at the end of the month, stiU drinking, 
unable to sleep, frothing at the mouth and trembling in every 
limb.' Othere, finally, who, coming with good intentions, are 
seized with vertigo in contact with the bloody whirl, and, through 
a sudden stroke of revolutionary grace, are converted to tiic 
religion of slaughter ; a certain Grapin, deputed by his section 
to save two prisoners, seats himself alongside of MaHlard, joins 
him in his decisions during sixty-three hours, and demands a 
certificate from him.' The majority, however, entertain the same 
opinions as the cook, who, after taking the Bastille, finding btn- 

■ Siaad, Sa-Mihii, iij.~-Vleba, IL ^d—CI, in Jounuu de Sainl-U«i^ hit obdw. 
MtioB with a Piavenfi].— RtdT dc la BretonDC, "La Nuili de Paria," 37s, "AboM ■ 
o*dock IB the motning IScpL 3) 1 beaid a troop of caoaibaLi passing imds 1^ wladoVj DOoa 
of arhom appeared tohavt the Pajiiiaa acoeal ; they were aB loRtsn." 

■ I tlu Abhaye wen a walchnuikei liting io the Rue Ch^deben. a fhnt-deala m the Rub 
UHzuiDfl. a keepef of a public houae u the Rue da Four-Sainl-Geimaia. a JoutDerniafi hab 
tcT in the Rue SaintcMarguerite, uid two othen who« occupatioD ii not ii]eDtioikaL-^& 
the ouapoiitioii oT the nibunai u La Fme, CC Jouniac de Saiat-Miud, >»^ ■ad Weber, 
II, i6i. 

* Urania- dc LBuagoac, II. 507 (on Damiem), 513 (oo L'empetvur). — UaOan. 3SS (oa 
Lofottl ud hii wife, old-cloihea dealen on [he Qiiai du LouR^ who on the jiit of May 
prepare for a Kcood blow, and calculate thii tiioe on havidE fbr tbdr ihare the pillaging of 
fifty bouau). 

< Sicard, }S, 

>De Ferriira {Ifd Bemtleei Bairiire), III. 486— RttiTde la Bietaaike, 3B1. Attheeaa 
of the Rue del Balleu a pritonei had juti been kilted, while (he next one slipped thnugb tba 
failing and escaped. "A nun not belongiag to the bulchen, but one of thou ihoughileis 
vaehines of which there are to many, interposed his pike and trapped hirn. , , Hm pool 
Mlow was ancsied by his ponucn and massacred. ThepikeDiaD caoOy said 1* vat 'IdUi^ 
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self on the spot and having cut off M. de Lauaay's head, regardi 
it as a "patriotic" action, and deems himself worthy of a " medal 
for having destroyed a monster," These people are not com- 
mon malefactors, but well-disposed persons living in the vidnity, 
who, seeing a public service established in (heir neighborhood,' 
issue from their domiciles to give it a lift ; their dose of probity 
is about the same as we find nowadays among people of the 
same condition in life. 

At the outset, especially, no one dreams of filling his pockets. 
At the Abbaye, they come honorably and place on the table in 
the room of the civil committee the purses and jewels of the 
dead.* If they appropriate anything to themselves, it is shoes 
to cover their naked feet, and then only after asking permission. 
As to pay, all rough work deserves it, and, moreover, between 
them and their enticeis, their compensation is understood. With 
nothing but thdr own hands to rely on, they cannot give thai 
time gratis,' and, as the work is hard, it ought to count for two 
days. They require six francs a day, besides their meals and 
wine as much as they want One keeper of a cook-shop alone 
fiimished the men at the Abbaye with 346 pints ; ' with uninter- 
rupted work that lasts all day and all night, and which is like 
that of sewer-clean eis and miners, nothing else will keep thdr 
spirits up. — Food and wages must be paid for by the nation j 
the work is done for the nation, and, naturally, on interposing 
formalities, they get out of temper and betake themselves to 
Roland, to the city treasurer, to the section committees, to the 
Committee of Supervision,* murmuring, threatening, and show- 

> The judfci ukd dughteRn at th« Abbayv^ duccrvcm] in tha cria] c/ihereu- lV..ftliii»t 
■D Hycd ID dte DcighbavfaoDd, in the rue* Deupbin^ de Neren, Gu^^gHud. de Buity, Chil. 
debcR, Tuune, de rEsoSt, du Vieui Coleabis, de I'EcJuudi-Suni-Uenoit, du Four-Seht- 
GetiBBi^ac 

■Sicivd. B6, II7, loi.— Joiirdu, ii^ "The prcsdent of the cominiltH A 
leplied to av thai iheee woe voy hoiuat penont ; that on the previfmi evepinj 
Stfft, prttenied himsdf b*lb»e the 



>IL cov er ed with blood, bringing with him in hi 
found on Ihepcnoa of a man he had killed." — AnolEMr inatance of pmbiEj may ha found Id 
the " Frocte-irefbeiu du conseil-g£n4ral de la Cocnmuoe de VataUlei." 367. 371.— On tha 
foUowing day, SepL 3. nibbcrica commence and ^ oo inoraiinc- 

■NUhie, i-rt- "'Would you believe thai I have enmed only twenty-fbur ftana t ' wd a 

• CranifjdeCaaugnai;. II. i^j--a. Vih./ , lo^m;. dtiaili on the uuali of the woikQiea 
ud on ihe man debcate repaA tji Mailtard and hit a^^istanti- 

■ Motlmer.Temau*, III. 175-176.— Gnuiier de (ningnic, II. 84.— Jonrdan, ala.— HOia, 
IT». "Al midulgbt ibejrcame back iwonnc, curiini-, and foaming with rag^ [hmleiilaf 
n cut the ibnau of tha commime In ■ body if Ibcy were dm iauaaily paid." 

>9* 
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ing tbcir bloody pikes. That is the evidence of having d<Mie 
their work well They boast of it to F^tioD, impress upon him 
how "just and attentive" they were,' their discernment, the time 
given to the work, so many days and so many hours; they ask 
only for what is " due to them " ; when the treasurer, on paying 
them, demands their names, they give them without the slightest 
hesitation. Those who escort a prisoner let off, masons, hair- 
dressers, federates, require no recompense but "something to 
drink"; "we do not carry on this business for money," they say; 
"here is your friend; he promised us a glass of brandy, which 
we will take and then go back to our work."' — Outside of their 
business they possess the expansive sympathy and ready sensi- 
irility of the Parisian workman. At the Abbaye, a federate,* 
on learning that the prisoners had been kept without water 
for twenty-six hours, wanted to "exterminate" the turnkey for 
his negligence, and would have done it if "the prisoners them< 
Eelves had not pleaded for him." On the acquittal of a prisoner; 
dte guards and the butchers, everybody, embraces him with 
transports ; Weber is greeted again and again for more than a 
hundred yards; they cheer to excess. Each wants to escort the 
prisoner ; the cab of Mathon de la Varenne is invaded ; " they 
perch themselves on the driver's seat, at the doors, on top, and 
behind." * — Some of them display extraordinary phases of feel- 
ing Two of the butcheis, still covered with blood, who 
lead the chevalier de Bertracd home, insist on going up stairs 
with him to witness the joy of his family ; after their terrible task 
they need the relaxation of tender emotion. On entering, they 
wait discreetly in the drawing-room until the ladies are prepared 
for the meeting ; the happiness of which they are witnesses melts 
them; they remain some time, refuse money tendered to them 
and leave, with many acknowledgments.* — Still more extraordi- 

I Mortima-Tpiiaux, III, 300. Speecb by Potion od the Ghai;^^ jvciEnvd rufihtt Rgbo- 

• Uuhon d= k Vnreniw, ijt— Joinniae de Swot-Miard, lag. — Mao*% •*/. 

I Jonmiic de Sain^M£ud, 115. 

•Weber, II. 9«j.— Joarniu: de SalnuMtud, iig.— Uithos de U VuesM^ 159. 

*Vvn. lA?.— Cf. Mdouet, II. 140. Malouet, on the evcninK of Sept. i, wi* u Ui 
rfilcMDjaw't; IboretiB domidliaTy tisil a( midnight ; die^ntson hcariog the palrol mouDl 
tb* Main. " I bejged Ihem not to enter the drawing-iDom, u u nut id distuih the poor niT 
fair. ThetifhtefawoDuui in ■ iweoD md plcuingin eppeanDce aflecied then, and they 
itooeBtrilhdrar, Imviiijme •lone with her. "—Beaulieu, '■Ebuu,"!. ioB. {Aprc/xiattn 
«C tki Ahboys bucbm ha BweB b the houac of Joumiac de Siinl-Mianl, and who cha: 
wUbUn (nshbiUm a aafikooDdaa.} "Whumuck ^waa to dacact (BKnoa aeoA 
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nary are the vestiges of innate politeness. A market-porter, 
dearous of embracing a discharged prisoner, first asks his per- 
mission. Old "hags," who had just clapped their hands at the 
slaughterings, stop the guards "violently" as they hurry Weber 
along, in white silk stockings, across pools of blood : " Heigh, 
guard, look out, you are makii.g Monsieur walk in the gutter I"' 
In short, they display the pennanent qualities of their race and 
class; they seem to be neither above nor below the average of i 
ihcir brethren. Most of them, probably, would never have done / 
anything very motistrous had a rigid police, like that which/ 
maintains order m ordinary times, kept them in their shops or atj 
home in their lodgings or in their tap-rooms. 

But, in their own eyes, they are so many kings; "soverdgnty 
is committed to their hands,"* their powers ore unlimited; who- 
ever doubts thb is a traitor, and is properly punished; be must 
be put out of the way; while, for royal coimcillors, they take 
ini'"iq''^ and knaves, who, through monomania or calculation, 
preach that doctrine, just the same as a negro king surroimded 
t^ white slave-dealers, who urge him into raids, and by black 
■oicereis, who prompt him to massacre. How could such a man 
with such guides, and in such an ofhce, be retarded by the for- 
malities of justice, or by the distinctions of equity ? Equity and 
justice are the elaborate products of civilisation, while he b 
merely a political savage. In vain are the innocent recom- 
mended to his merest "Look here, citizen,* do you, too, want 
to set us to sleep? Suppose that those cursed Prussian and 
Austrian beggars were in Paris, would they pick out the guilty ? 
Wouldn't they strike right and left, the same as the Swiss did on 
the roth of August ? Very well, I can't make speeches, but I 
don't set anybody to sleep. I say, I am the father of a iamily— 
I have a wife and five children that I mean to leave here for the 
section to look after, while I go and fight the enemy. But I 
have no idea that while I am gone these villains here in prison, 

Bkoili Lhno(h d>dr fanci^, dwsc of ncq dcCBnuDcd Lo pnMoa rar on* whoH cams tlwf 

iWiba.IL 1,64.34s- 

'Siard, Toi, BDland-VBTauia, addreiBing the tiaughtavn. — Ibid., 75. "Grtntv 
power." replied a member of the couuniuee of HDperrisiDD, "what br^vu thinking off Ta 
give yon greater power would be limiliag tliote fou htve aheady. Hairc ]rou fbrgocten thai 
If of the peoplr it eonfided ^tva, and that jranva 
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and other villains who would come and let them out, should cot 
the throats of my wife and children. I have three boys who I 
hope will some day be more useful to their country than those 
rascals you want to save. Anyhow, all that can be done is to 
let 'em out and give them arms, and we will fight 'em on an 
equal footing. Whether 1 die here or on the frontiers, scoun- 
drels would kill me all the same, and I will sell my life dearly. 
But, whether it is done by me or by some one else, the prison 
shall be cleaned out of those cursed beggars, there, now I" At 
this a general cry is heard: "He's right! No mercy! Let us 
go inl " All that the crowd assent to is an improvised tribunal, 
the reading of the jailer's register, and prompt judgment ; con- 
demnation and slaughter must follow, according to the famous 
Commune, which simplifies things. — ^There is another Amplifica- 
tion still more formidable, which is the condemnation and 
slaughter by categories. Any title suffices, Swiss, priest, officer, 
or servant of the King, " the moths of the civil list " ; wherever 
a lot of priests or Swiss are found, it is not worth while to have 
a trial, as they can be killed in a heap. — Reduced to this, the 
c^ratioD is adapted to the operators; the arms of the new 
sovereign are as strong as his mind is weak, and, through an 
inevitable adaptation, he degrades his work to the level of his 
faculties. 

His work, in its turn, degrades and perverts him. No man, 
and especially a man of the people, rendered pacific by an old 
civilisation, can, with impunity, become at one stroke both sover- 
eign and executioner. In vain does he work himself up against 
the condemned and heap insult on them to augment his fiiry ; ' 
he is dimly conscious of committing a great crime, and his soul, 
like that of Macbeth, " is full of scorpions." Through a terrible 
gdf-shrinking, he hardens himself against the inborn, hereditary 
impulses of humanity ; these resist while he becomes exasper- 
ated, and, to stifle them, there is no other way but to " sup on 
horrors," * by adding murder to murder. For murder, especially 
as he practices it, that is to say, with a naked sword on defence- 
less people, introduces into his animal and moral machine two 
extraordinary and disproportionate emotions which unsettle it, 

■Sioin],Bi. Atlbe be 
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on the one band, a sensation of omnipotence exercised uncon- 
trolled, unimpeded, without danger, on human life, on throbbing 
flesh,! and, on the other hand, an interest in bloody and diversi- 
fied death, accompanied with an ever new series of contortions 
and exclamations;* formerly, in the Roman circus, one could 
not tear one's self away from it; the spectacle once seen, the 
spectator always returned to see it again. Just at this time each 
prison court is a circus, and what makes it worse is that the 
spectators are likewise actors. — ^Thus, for them, two fiery liquids 
mingle together in one draught. To moral intoxication is added 
physical intoxication, wine in profusion, bumpers at every pause, 
revelry over corpses; and we see rising out of this unnatural 
creature the demon of Dante, at once brutal and refined, not 
merely a destroyer, but, again, an executioner, contriver and 
calculator of suffering, and radiant and joyous over the evil it 
accomplishes. 

They are joyous. They dance around each new corpse, and 
Ka^Ha^atrmagrwie;' they arouse the people of the quarter " to 
amuse them," and that they may have th«r share of " the fine 
fhe."* Benches are arranged for "gendemen" and others for 
"ladies " : the latter, with greater curiosity, are additionally anx- 
ious to contemplate at their ease " the aristocrats " already slun ; 
consequently, Ughts are required, and one is placed on the breast 
of each corpse. 

Meanwhile, slaughter continues, and is carried to perfection. 
A butcher at the Abbaye * complains that " the aristocrats die too 
quick, and that those only who strike first hare the pleasure of 
it"; henceforth they are to be struck with the backs of the 
swords only, and made to run between two rows of their bulch- 

UlSag ■ luks, Tcudtjief li&(nl>iitealbai,*ill 
ii,dH*flactcifwlilf]ik ID nndir dwm only Iha mota 

■ OiM may recall to mliid the cSed of buB-flghti, alao Iba ttrcaiilible bidaatlDa whkfa Bl 
Aufctdn expaleibced on fint hearing the death-cry of a fladiator in the amphithaatn^ 

■ MoRiawr-TefBaDi, III, 131. Trial tt tbo SepunilKt mam; the judge'i mnunfag 1^ 
"The third and fcaty-dxth witncaia ataled tbu they taw MmnaoB (nMmberof ibg cooh- 
mune) %o 10 and come from La Fono^ cxpRsa hi* delight ai thoc ud cvcnti that had jua 
occurred, actmf *try fmjBora]ly in rdaEkn thereto, addiog that there iraa viohn pUiyiuif la 
Ui praence, and that Ui cslleicua danced. "—Siciid, BS. 

'Slcard, 91. Sy. So cnHed by a winfrdeaJeT, who nnlt the cuMonof the mBtdvoB.— 
tf II- t^y-aeo. The original btUi far win^ atiawr and MgliA nn pi» 




226 THE REVOLUTION, BOOK IV. 

ers, like soldiers formerly running a gauntlet If there happepi 
to be a person well-known, it is agreed to take inore care in pro- 
longing the torment At La Force, the Federates who come for 
M. de Rulhi^res swear " with frightful imprecations that they will 
cut off the first man's head who gives him a thrust with a pike"; 
the first thing is to strip him naked, and then, for half an hour, 
with the flat of their sabres, they cut and slash him undl he drips 
with blood and is "skinned to his entrails." — ^All the unfettered 
instincts that live in the lowest depths of the heart start from the 
human abyss at once, not alone the heinous instincts with their 
fangs,^ but likewise the foulest with their slaver, both becoming 
more furious against women whose noble or in&mous repute 
makes them conspicuous ; on Madame de Lamballe, the Queen's 
friend ; on Madame Desrues, widow of the famous poisoner; on 
the flower-girl of the Palais-Royal, who, two years before, had 
mutilated her lover, a French guardsman, in a fit of jealousy. 
Ferocity here is associated with lubricity to add profanation to 
torture, while life is attacked through outrages on modesty. In 
Madame de Lamballe, killed too quickly, the libidinous butchers 
could outrage only a corpse, but for the widow,* and especially 
the flower-girl, they revive, like so many Neros, the fire-circle of 
the Iroquois.^ From the Iroquois to the cannibal, the interval 
is narrow, and some of them spring across it At the Abbaye, 
an old soldier named Damiens, buries his sabre in the side of 
the adjutant-general Laleu, thrusts his hand into the opening, 
tears out the heart " and puts it to his mouth as if to eat it " ; 
"the blood," says an eye-witness, "trickled from his mouth and 
formed a sort of moustache for him." * At La Force, Madame 
de Lamballe is cut to pieces. I cannot transcribe what Chariot, 
the hair-dresser, did with her head. I merely state that another 

> liatfaon de la Varenne, 154. A man of the suburbe said to him (Mathon is an advocate ): 
"AD right, Monsieur Fine^in ; I shall treat myself to a glass of your blood I " 

• R6tif de la Bretonne, " Les Nuits de Paris," 9th night, p. 388. " She screamed horriUy, 
wtdbt the brigands amiised themselves with their disgraceful acta Her body even aftei 
death was not exempt These people had heard that she had been beautiful." 

* Pnidhomme, " Les Revolutions de Paris," number for Sept 8, 179a. "The people sub> 
|ected the flower-girl of the Palais-Royal to the law of retaliation." — Granier de Casiutgnac, 
IL 399. According to the bulletin of the revolutionary tribunal, number for Sept 3.>-Mor. 
tinier>Temaux, III. 291. Deposition of the concierge of the Conciergerie. — Buchez et Roux, 
XVIL 198. " Uistoire des hommcs de proie," by Roch Marcandier. 

* Mordmer'TcniaiiJc, III. 357. Trial of the September murderers; depositkn of Ronoel 
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metch, in the Rue Samt-Antoine, bore off her heart and 
"ate it."* 

They kill and they drink, and drink and kill again. Weari- 
oess comes and stupor begins. One of them, a wheelwright's 
apprentice, has despatched sixteen for his share ; another " has 
labored so hard at this merchandise as to leave the blade of his 
sabre sticking in it " ; "I was more tired," says a Federate, " with 
two hours pulling limbs to pieces, right and left, than any mason 
any two days plastering a wall."' The first excitement is gone, 
and now they strike automatically.* Some of them fall asleep 
stretched out on benches. Others, huddled together, sleep off 
the fumes of their wine, removed on one side. The exhalation 
from the carnage is so strong that the president of the civil com- 
mittee faints in his chair,* while the odor of the drinking-bout is 
equal to that of the charnel-house. A heavy, dull state of tor- 
por gradually overcomes their clouded brains, the last glimmer- 
ings of reason dying out one by one, like the smoky lights on 
the already cold breasts of the corpses lying around them 
Through the stupor spreading over the faces of butchers and 
cannibals, we see appearing that of the idiot. It is the revolu- 
tionary idiot, in which all conceptions, save two, have vanished, 
two fixed, rudimentary, and mechanical ideas, one destructioa 
and the other that of puUic safety. With no others in his emp^ 
head, these blend together through an iirerastible attraction, and 
the effect proceeding from their contact may be imagined. " Is 
there any^ing ebe to do ? " asks one of these butchers in the 
deserted court " If that is all," reply a couple of women at the 
gate, "_j'c« must start something more,"* and, naturally, this is 
done. 

As the prisons are to be deaned out, it is as well to clean them 
aQ out, and do it at once. After the Swiss, priests, the aiisto- 

> Depoaliao of llw womin HDlM, OiJ.. 6j.— Weber, II. 350.— Roch MmwuBer, .97, igL 
-Ht6I de la BnMnne. 3S1. 
•HBthoo de la Vaicnne, ijn— Ctanler dc Cutagnnc, jij. joB. TiU of the Septesibct 

■ii4nkr=Fj.rMaorSaiB(e-Foye, Deb*ch*.— /*ii. 507, ;ij Iciuei of Culel, Cnpirr, Lcdvu). 
•Od (his mccbinlcal and murdeioiu ulion Cf Dtiuulr, " Miniaiiei," 440. KeaddRcia 
■he byiunden in Givor of the priioDCn. ud, iflcctud by hij wordi. they hold oiil their hudi 
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crats, ud the "white-skin gentlemen," there remam ccmvicts 
and those coofined through the ordinary channels of justice, 
robbers, assassins, and those sentenced to the galleys in the 
Condergerie, in the Chitelet, and in the Tour St. Bernard, with 
branded women, vagabonds, old beggais, and boys confined io 
fiic^tre and the Salp^tri^re. They are good for nothing, cost 
something to feed,' and, probably, cherish evil designs. At the 
Salp^trifire, for example, the wife of Desrues, the poisoner, is, 
assuredly, like himself, "cunning, wicked, and capable of any- 
thing"; she must be furious at being in prison; if she could, she 
would set fire to Paris ; she must have said so; she did say it*— 
one more sweep of the broom. — This time, as the job is more 
foul, the broom is wielded by fouler hands; among those who 
seize the handle are the fi-equenteis of jails. The butchers at the 
Abbayc, especially towards the dose, had already committed 
thefts;* here, at the Ch4telet and the Condergerie, they cany 
away "everj'thing which seems to them suitable," even to the 
clothes of the dead, prison sheets and coveriids, even the small 
savings of the jailers, and, besides this, they enlist their cronies 
in the service. "Out of 36 prisoners set fi^cc, many were assas- 
sioE and robbers, assodated with them by the butchers. There 
were also 75 women, confined in part for larceny, who promised 
to faithfully serve their liberators." Later on, indeed, these are 
to become, at the Jacobin and Cordeliers clubs, the trkeUutes 
who fill their tribunes.*— At the Salp^tri^re, "all the bullies of 
Paris, former spies, . . . libertines, the rascals of France 
and all Europe, prepare beforehand for the operation," and rape 
alternates with massacre.* — ^Thus &r, at least, slaughter has been 
■easoned with robbery, and the grossness of eating and drink 
tng; at Bicfitre, however, it is crude butchery, the carnivorous 
mstinct alone satisfying itsel£ Among other prisoners are 45 
youths of the lowest class, from 17 to 19 years of age, placed 

I HoRhne-ToBuui, IIL 55!. T^i tuw Us n (bund unong ihe Mnais tnd Parinu 
conqniDg the compuiy 1/ the EcvlitiS wluch brought the Orteuu priscficn 10 Veruillei 
«Bd then tnunleTed theoL They explnia their eoadktct bf iayinf that dbey " hoped to put 
u cad tg lbs cKomvc expenditun ta which Ihc Fmcb em^ ni lubject Ihisusb iLa 
prolonged deteotun of GOfupunton.** 

■ lUtir de la Brubqi^ ]S8. 

> M£hie, ITT- 

« Pmdfaomn, " Lm Oima it la Rfcoludon," IIL ■;■. 

*IUdfdekfintiiDiH,]St. Then wn two ivti of vsnnn u the Silpteiln, tbov whi 
wwa bnuded Bid yonag ^ria brcHifht up ia the phioa. Hence the two vltenulivei. 
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there Ibr correction by their parents, or by those to whom thej 
are bound ; ' one need only look at them to see that they are 
genuine Parisian scamps, the apprentices of vice and misery, the 
future recruits for the reigning band, and these the band falls on, 
beating them to death with clubs. At this age life is tenacious, 
and, no life being harder to lake, it requires extra efforts to 
despatch them. "In that comer," said a jailer, "they made a 
mountain of their bodies. The next day, when they were to be 
buried, the dght was enough to break one's heart One of them 
looked as if he were sleeping like one of God's angels, but the I 
rest were horribly mutilated." * — Here, man has sunk below him- i 
self, down into the lowest strata of the animal kingdom, lower i 
than the woU| for wolves do not strangle their young. ' 

VI. 
There are six days and five nights of tminterruptcd butchery,* 
171 murders at the Abbaye, rGg at La Force, 223 at the Ch&telet, 
328 at the Conciergerie, 73 at the Tour-Saint-Bemard, 120 at 
the Carmelites, 79 at Saint Firrain, 170 at Bic^tre, 35 at the Sal- 
p^triSre ; among the dead, 250 priests, 3 bishops or archbishops, 
. general officers, magistrates, one former minister, one royal 
princess, belonging, to the best names in France, and, on the 
other side, one negro, several low class women, young scape- 
graces, convicts, and poor old men. What man now, little or 
big, does not feel himself under the knife?— And all the more 
because the band has grown larger. Foumier, Lazowski, and 
B&:ard, the chiefe of robbers and assassins, return from OdeaOB 
with fifteen hundred cut-throats.' On the way they kill M. de 
Brissac, M. de Lessart, and 42 others accused of lise-natian, 
whom they wrested ftom their judges hands, and then, by way 
of surplus, " following the example of Paris," twenty-one prisoner* 
taken from the Versailles prisons. At Paris the Minister of Jus- 

■ Monimn-retnaiu, III. 195. See tin of luunn, aiei. mid occupation. 

■ Banh^Lemy Maurice, " Hisltnre politique and anecdotique des piuoH de I* ScImv" 31^ 
'Granierde Ciwiagnac U. 4>i. ODidal rcpon oT (be coniiniaKrT ef poUcc AinoIU. A» 

die Ttb of ^ptember.— Mortiiner-Temauji, III. n%. 

* Mortimer- Temaiij^ III. 299. 599^ fat-^aS, — " ProcAa-Tcrbat dea S, 9, 10 Sepma ht^ 
eimil det tegittrei de b municipalil^ de VenaiJIei." (In the " Mimefaea mr Ie> Jonmtci 
de Seplembrc "), p- 33H and following p^SeiL— Gwiier de Cas&gnitc^ IL 4S3. BoBZHt'l 
exploit tu Oileans, pobled out to Foumier. SepL I. Foumier repllea : "D — -^ laatHtts 
be ordered. When ilw he*d> of the cnned begptti aaaavB in bU najr ooem stfl ~ 
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dee thanks them, the Commune congratuUtes them, and the 
sections feast them and embrace them.' — Can anybody doubt 
that they were ready to begin again ? Can a step be taken in 
or out of Paris without being subject to their oppression or 
encountering their despotism 7 On leaving the dty, sentinels of 
their species are posted at the bamere, while the section com- 
mittees on the inside are in permanent authority. Malouet, led 
before that of Roule,' sees before him a pandemonium of 
fanatics, at least a hundred individuals in the same room, the 
suspected, those denouncing them, co-laborers, attendants, a 
long, green table in the centre, covered with swords and daggers, 
with the committee around it, "twenty patriots with their shirt- 
sleeves rolled up, some holding pistols and others pens," signing 
warrants of arrest, "quarreling with and threatening each other, 
all talking at once, and shouting, Traitor! Conspirator! Off 
to prison with him I Guillotine him ! and behind these, a crowd 
of spectators, pell-mell, yelling, and gesticulating " like wild 
beasts pressed against each other in the same cage, showing 
their teeth and trying to spring at eacn other. "One of the 
most excited, brandishing his sabre in order to strike an antag- 
onist, stopped on seeing me, and exclaimed, 'There's Malouet 1 ' 
The other, however, less occupied with me than with his enemy, 
took advantage of tlie opportunity, and with a blow of his club, 
knocked him down." Malouet is just saved, and that is all, such 
escapes in Paris being mere matters of chance. — If one remains 
in the city, one is beset with funereal iraageiy ; — the hurrying step 
of squads of men in each street, leading the suspected to prison 
01 before the committee; around each prison the crowds that 
have come "to see the disasters"; in the court of the Abbaye 
the cry of the auctioneer selling the clothes of the dead ; the 
rumbling of carts on the pavement bearing away 1,300 corpses ; 
the songs of the women mounted alofl, beating time on the 
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naked bodies.' Is tliere a man who, after one of these encount- 
ers, does not see himself in imagination before the green table 
of the section committee, after this, in prison with sabres over 
his head, and then in the cart in the mi(kt of the bloody pile ? 

Courage falteis before a vision like this. All the journals ap- 
prove, palliate, or keep silent; nobody dares offer resistance, 
Property as well as lives belong to whoever wants to take them. 
At the barriers, at the markets, on the boulevard of the Temple, 
thieves, decked with the tricolor ribbon, stop people as they pass 
along, seize whatever they carry, and, under the pretext that 
jewels should be deposited on the altars of Patriotism, take 
purses, watches, rings, and other articles, so rudely that womeo 
who are not quick enough, have the lobes of their ears torn in 
unhooking their earrings.* Others, installed in the cellars of the 
Toileries, sell the nation's wine and oil for thrir own profit 
Others, again, given their liberty eight days before by the people, 
scent out a bigger job by finding their way into the Garde-meuble 
and stealing diamonds to the value of thirty millions.* 

Like a man struck on the head with a mallet, Paris, felled to 
tbe ground, lets things go; the authors of the massacre have 
fiiHy attained their ends. The faction Tias fast hold of power, 
and will midntain its hold. Neither in the Legislative Assembly 
nor in the Convention will the aims of the Girondists be success- 
fill against its tenacious usurpation. It has proved by a striking 
example that it is capable of anything, and boasts of it ; it ii 
stiD armed, it stands there ever prepared and anonymous on itt 
murderous bads, with its speedy modes of operation, its own 
group of fanatical agents and bravos, with MaHlard and Four- 
nier, with its cannon and its pikes. AH that does not live within 
it lives only through its favor &om day to day, trough its good 
wilL Everybody knows that. The Assembly no longn thinks 
of dislodging people who meet decrees of expulsion with massar 

■ GnBla<kCu«siuc,IL isa— Pnidhoaims, "La OIbk* d* k lUrslado^" m. (tb. 
— UortlmerTcnuRu, III. 631.— Ds Fcnlfa^ IIL »i.— fTlM T»im«)<w quoad mn itariri 
br Ridf dc In Bntmniia.) 

•^MSk»-, XIII. 68S,«98 (Dnmben livSipt. ijudit). AML, Leucrof RfludiTU) 
cf PAtkm, 7T1. — Bochaet Rin]E,XVIlt. 33, 34..— .PradboDm'BJoanul co n tthi u mcnv- 
bf of thU lubjcci (ScpL 14). — " An Engliihiiiiui idiiiittHl u Ihs bur of iIm boue dcnomieH 
to the Nadonal Awembly a nbboj commiiud ui b tume occupied \/f tdm mt ChjdDot \/j 
two boiliK uid thdrmcHiieii Tbe robbay couiiud of tmln AnA, Gn gidnaii five &ao- 
Hittl pounds b HaEnaB, and Kvcn] otber otjectt." Tike coorti bdbn iridch b« ^vMMd 
dU Bot dm uke op hii cue (Bucbs M Rou, XVIL p. i, ScpL it). 
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ere ; it is no longer a question of auditing their accounts, or of 
keeping tfaem within the confines of the law. Their dictatotsh^ 
is not to be disputed, and th«r purifications continue. From 
fijar to five hundred new prisoners, arrested within eleven days, 
\ff Older of the municipality, by the sections, and by this or that 
individual Jacobin, are crowded into cells still dripping with 
blood, and the report is spread that, on the soth of September, 
the prisons will be emptied by a second massacre.' — Let the 
Convention, if it pleases, pompously install itself as sovereign, 
and grind out decrees — it makes no difference; regular or irregu- 
lar, the government still marches on in the hands of those who 
hold the sword. The Jacobins, through sudden terror, have 
maintained their illegal authority; through a prolongation of 
terror they are going to establish their legal authority. A forced 
tuf&age ia going to put them in ofRce at the Hfitel-dc-ville, in 
the tribunals, in the National Guard, in the sections, and in the 
various administradons, while they have already elected to the 
Convention, Maiat, Danton, Fabre d'Eglantine, Camille Des- 
moulins, Manuel, Billaud-Varennes, Panis, Sergent, CoUot d'Her- 
txHS, Robespierre, Legendre, Osselin, Fr6ron, David, Robert, 
Lavicoorteiie, in brief, the instigators, conductors and accom- 
idices of the naiUBflcre.* Nothing that rould force or &lsify votes 
was overlooked. In the first place the presence of the people is 
fanpOBed on the Sectoral assembly, and, to thia end, it is trans- 
ferred to the large hall of the Jacobin dub, under the pressure 
(tf the Jacobin galleries. As a second precaution, every oppo- 
nent is excluded from voting, every constitutionalist, every 
fimner member of the monarchical club, of the Feuillants, and 
of the Sainte-Chapelle club, every signer of the petition of the 
30,000, or of diat of the 8,ooe, and, on the sections protesting 

' Jftiaai w , Xlll. Til (i^ rni rf Sq*. rf). L«tK of ILhnil Id Aa Nnkua) ABcmblr. 
— Duthll « tjaa, XVIIL t^^-Mmtfir, XIU ni (lllillB of S(pl If). Spadi by Pi- 
tbtra «n> lOBa ulk o( «ffdii vWttac dw priion^ tad pinieukilr *iM 
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Mc— HonJDB-TcnMiu. rv. ji (act puKd br the commuDa u tba faaigaliai iJ RiAc» 
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fafaf vox \ «■■ ■m o Bn deJ by duae men widi big dubi and nbrea by wlufD tha fimm difr 
MBKintahnytattHkded, Rube^aR'i body-guud. They tlueatenad maaBdukl ■*!■ 
rmrtaadM Moui 'Sebn boc you •ball have your tunL* lUa fa dw eMta rf te 
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against this, their protest is thrown out on the ground of its 
being the fruit of "an intrigue." Finally, at each ballotting, each 
elector's vote is called out, which ensures the right vote before- 
hand, the warnings he has received being veiy explicit On the 
ad of September, during the first meeting of the electoral bodf, 
held at the bishop's palace, the Marseilles troop, 500 yards 
off, came and took the twenty-four priests &om the mayoralty, 
and, on the way, hacked them to pieces on the Pont-Neuf, 
Throughout the evening and all night the agents of the munici- 
pality carried on their work at the Abbaye, at the Carmelites, 
and at La Force, and, on the 3d of September, on the electoral 
tssembly transferring itself to the Jacobin club, it passed over 
the Pont-au-Change between two rows of corpses, which the 
dat^terers bad broi^ht there ftom the Chfltel t and the Con- 




CHAPTER X 

He departments. — Tlie efddemic and coDtagioni r-'hrnrtrii-r of dM rerola- 
tfonary dueue. — I. Iti etiential principle ii the Jacotnn dc^ma of Ac 
MTOdKnty of the people. — The new right is officUlly proclaimed. — Pnblie 
■tatenent of the new rfgime. — Its object, its opponents, its meOiods. — Id 
extension from Pari* to the provinces. — IL In several department! It ectatv 
Esheiitielf in advance.— An inBtanceofthisin the Var.— in. EadtJacaUa 
band a dictator In its own neighborhood. — Saint-A&iqne daring die iiitei^ 
r^jnom. — IV, Ordiouy practiccB of the Jacobin dictatorship. — The itatlaiw 
arj companies of the dnbs. — Their personnel — Tlteir leaders. — V. Tte 
companies of traveling volonteers. — Qoalitj of the recruits. — Electloa of 
t^Bcers. — Robberiei and mnrders. — VT. A tonr of France in the cabinet of 
die Minister of the Interior. — From Carcassonne to Bordeaox. — Boideaax 
to Caen. — TTie north and the east — ChUons-snr-Mame to LToni. — Tla 
Gmtat and Proveace. — The tone and the responses of the Jacobin adnda- 
ittiation. — The programme of the partj. 

In the departments, it is by hundreds that we enumerate days 
tike the aoth of June, August lo, Sq)tember a. The body hiu 
its epidemic, its contagious diseases ; the mind has the same ; the 
levolutionary malady is one of them. It appears throughout the 
coimtiy at the same time ; each infected point infects others. In 
each city, in each borough, the club is a centre of inflammadon 
which disorganises the sound pans ; and the example of each 
disorganised centre spreads afar like a miasm.* Everywhere the 
same fever, delirium, and convulsions mark the presence of the 
same virus. That virus is the Jacobin dogma. By virtue of the 
Jacobin dogma, theft, usurpation, murder, take on the guise of 
political philosophy, and the gravest crimes against perstm^ 
against public or private property, become legitimate ; for they 
are the acts of the legitimate supreme power, the power that has 
the public welfare in its keeping. 

iGiiin«ibHaiuUDii,I. iH. LcllcrefLuwl,daialPnh,*«diii{ADciB^>IMM*( 
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That each Jacobin baud should be invested with the local 
dictatorship in its own canton is, according to the Jacobins, a 
natural right It becomes the written law from the day that the 
National Assembly declares the country in danger. " From that 
date," says their most widely read journal,' and by the mere foot 
of that declaration, "the people of France are assembled and 
insurgent They have repossessed themselves of the sovereign 
power." Their magistrates, their deputies, all constituted author- 
ities, return to nothingness, their essential state. And you, tem- 
porary and revocable representatives, " you are nothing but pre- 
siding officers for the people; you have nothing to do but to 
collect ther votes, and to armounce the result when these shall 
have been cast with due solemnity." — Nor is this the theory of 
the Jacobins only; it is also the official theory. The National 
Assembly approves of the insurrection, recognises the Commune, 
keeps in the background, abdicates as far as possible, and only 
remains provisionally in office in order that the place may not 
be left vacant It abstains from exercising power, even to pro- 
vide its own successors ; it merely " invites " the French people 
to organise a national convention ; it confesses that it has " no 
right to put the exercise of sovereign power under binding rules"; 
it does no more than " indicate to citizens " the rules for the 
elecdons "to which it invites them to conform."" Meanwhile 
it is subject to the will of the sovereign people, then so-called; 
it dares not resist their crimes; it interferes with assassins only 
by entreaties. — Much more; it authorises them, either by minis- 
terial signature or counter-signature, to begin their work else- 
where. Roland has signed Foumier's commission to Orleans; 
Danton has sent the drcular of Marat over all France. To 
reconstruct Ae departments the council of ministers sends the 
most infuriated members of the Commune and the party, Chau- 
mette, Fr^ron, Westermann, Auduoin, Huguenin, Momoro, Cou- 
thon, Billaud-Varennes,' and others still more tainted and brutal, 
who preach the purest Jacobin doctrine. "They announce 
openly* that laws no longer exist; that since the people are 

■ "LoRindndoiu di Pus," br Piudbomm^ Vol XIII. pp. 59-63 (Mlh of July, 17^}. 

■ Deomof ttic lothand iiihaf Auguit. 1791. 

* PmilbuiuiH. numba' of tlw \sA of ScpMnAir, p. 4S3. — Hordmci-Tcniuu, IV, 430, 
< H<niiHt-Tenuuii, IV. 11. Fuchtt'i npor^ Nor. t, 17}% IV. 91, 14a, Dheoum ol 
IL redBder. ■dDbibBUB fll diB dqwUBt of lb* Ba>d< wd «r U. BAi^ 4a«gkl 4k. 
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Eoveragn, every one is master; that each &sction of the nation 
can take such measures as suit it, in the name of the country's 
safety ; that they have the right to tax com, to seize it in the 
laborer's fields, to cut off the heads of the fanners who lefiise to 
bring their grain to market." At Lisieux, agrarian law is preached 
by Dufour and Momoro. At Doual, other declaimers from Paris 
say to the popular dub, "Prepare scaffolds; let the walls of the 
dty bristle with gallows, and hang upon them every man who 
does not accept our opinions." Nothing is more logical, more 
in conformity with their principles. 1 The journals, deducing con- 
sequences from these, expound to tfie people the use they ought 
to make of their reconquered sovereignty.' " Under the pres- 
ent circumstances, community of goods is the law; everything 
belongs to everybody." Besides, " an equalising of fortunes 
must be brought about, a levelling, which shall abolish the 
vidous principle of the preponderance of the rich over the poor." 
This reform is all the more pressmg because " the people, the 
reid sovereign people, have nearly as many enemies as there are 
proprietois, large merchants, financiers, and wealthy men. In 
a time of revolution, we roust regard all men who have mtm 
than enough as the enemies, secret or avowed, of popular gov- 
emment." Therefore, " let the people of each commune, b^ 
fore they quit their homes " for the army, " put all those who 
are suspected of not loving liberty in a secure place, and under 
the safe-keeping of the law ; let them be kept shut up until the 
war be ended ; let them be guarded with pikes," and let each 
one of their guardians receive thirty sous per day. As for the 
partisans of the fallen government, the membeis of the Paris 
directoiy, "with Rtederer and Btondel at their head," as for the 
general officers, " with Lafayette and d'Affry at their head," ai 
for "the inspecting deputies of the Constituent Assembly, with 
Bamave and Lameth at their head," as for the Feuillant deputies 
of the Legislative Assembly, " with Rainond and Jaucourt at their 

' Pnidhomme. number of S*pt. i, IJ91, pp. 375, 381, 565 ; numbtr of SepL la, pp. 53B-J30. 
— C£ Guillon i.% MonlKon, [, 144. Here sre lonu cf the priiKdplei announced by the Jmco. 
■b leidcra of Lyoiu, CMIicr, Lausd, Cuucl. Rouillol, etc. " The tune fau come aiiem 
Jiii prophecy must be fulfilled^ The rich ihnll be pul in the place af the poor, ond the poor 
b the place of the tich-" — "IF ■ half of their propetiy tie lefl them the rich viQ idD b« 
li«PP»."— "If Ilie l»horing people of Lyons ire desiiluie of work andofhieiul, theyeu|mCt 
by [heie alamitiea in helping themielvei id wealth in the quinei where tbey find it" — "Ko 
eat *Aa ii near a lack of wheat can die of hunger. Do you wiih tba mnl Uutt wfll hqp d 
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head," ' as for "all those who consented to soil their hands with 
the profits of the civil list," as for " the 40,000 hired assassins 
who were gathered at the palace on the night of August 9-to, 
they are fiuious monsters, who ought to be strangled to the last 
one. People I you have risen to your feet; stand firm until not 
one of these conspirators remains alive. Your humanity requires 
you for once to show yourselves inexorable. Strike terror to the 
wicked. The proscriptions which we impose on you as a duty, 
are the sacred wrath of your country." There is no mistaking 
this ; it is a tocsin sounding against all the powers that be, against 
all social superiority, against administrations, tribunals, military 
authority, against priests and nobles, proprietors, capitalists, the 
leaders of business and industry; it is sounding, in short, against 
the whole 6hte of France, whether of old or recent origin. The 
Jacobins of Paris, by their journals, thdr examples, their mission- 
aries, give the signal ; and in the provinces their kindred spirits, 
imbued with the same principles, only wut the summons to hurl 
themselves forward. 

II. 
In many departments * they have forestalled the summons. In 
the Var, for example, pillages and proscriptions have begun with 
the month of May. According to custom, they first seize upon 
the castles and the monasteries, although these have become na- 
tional property, at one time alleging as a reason for this that the 
administration " is too slow in carrying out sentence against the 
itmgrh" and again, that "the chftteau, standing on an eminence, 
weighs upon the inhabitants." ' There is scarcely a village in 
France that does not contain two-score wretches who are always 
ready to line thdr pockets, which is just the nmnber of thieves 
who thoroughly sacked the chiteau of Montaroux, carrying off 

t Pnadhonuoe. number for the aSth of Augui^ i??'* pp^ 184-907, 

■Ct " The Fmicb RcTohitioa," L Mi. In tenof ^sdcpiiraiiaiudwmaith^HriHHk 
CODIiiiue* the lixth witboDt ■ break. Anumg other •xuDple*, Ihk tetter from die "*"**-'■- 
Utanof Tun. June 18, 1791. mar be md ("AichrmMiitioiiak*," F*, 3,171). "Mmur- 
soi buKb ovemn both the dty (Cum) and the country, Tliey Ibrdblr oitBnl dM 
houKt of tlv dtiieiu. broke the furnllura to piecea, and pHk^ed ersytbing that Wl inia 
tboT hanck. Gida and women underwent ihaoxful treaimenL ^ ■"' sent by th« 
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" furniture, produce, clothing, even the jugs and bottles in the 
cellar." There are the same doings by the same band at die 
cUUeau of Tounion ; the ch&teau of Saleme is burned, that of 
Flagose is pulJed down ; the canal of Cabiis is destroyed ; tbea 
the convent of Montrieux, the chilteaux of Grasse, of Canet, of 
Rigusse, of Brovaz, and many others, all devastated, and the 
devastations are made " daily." — It is impossible to suppress thia 
country brigandage. The reigning dogma, weakening authority 
in the magistrates' haods, and the dubs, " which cover the de- 
partment," have diffused the fermentation of anarchy every- 
where. " Administrators, judges, municipal ofHcei^, all who are 
invested with any authority, and who have the courage to use it 
in forcing respect for law, are one by one denounced by pub- 
he opinion as enemies of the constitution and of liberty; be- 
(aus£, people say, ihey talk of twthing but tk£ law, as if th^y did 
not know that the will of the people makes the law, and that we 
are the people'' ' This is the real principle ; here, as at Paris, it 
instantly begets its consequences. " In many of these dubs 
nothing is discussed but the plundering of estates and cutting off 
the heads of aristocrats. And who are designated by this in- 
famous title ? In the cities, the great traders and rich proprie- 
tors; in the country, those whom we call the bourgeois; ever^-- 
where, all peaceable dtizens, the friends of order, who wish to 
enjoy, under the shadow of the protecting law, the blessings of 
the Constitution. Such was the rage of their denundations that 
in one of these dubs a good and brave peasant was denounced 
as an aristocrat; the whole of his aristocracy consisting in his 
having said to those who plundered the ch&teau of their sdgneur, 
already mentioned, that they would not enjoy in peace the fruits 
of their crime." — Here is the Jacobin programme of Paris in ad- 
vance, namely, the division of the Frendi into two dasscs, the 
Epoliation of one, the despotism of the other ; the destruction of 
the well-to-do, orderly and honest under the dictation of those 
who are not so. 
Here, as in Paris, the programme is carried out step by step. 

the idndiuilnLaR of Vu. bUj 17.— This njlng ii dia 
il Tccm OHUUDlly.— C£ the Due dc MoDtpcndci; 
LL Alx Ode of ha guards uid to Uw mu^mirtiKi who wen bnaUni 
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At Beausset, near Toulon, a man named Vidal, captain of the 
National Guard, "twice set at liberty by virtue of two consecu- 
tive amnesties," ' punishes not resistance merely, but even mur- 
murs, with death. Two old men, one of them a notary, the 
other a turner, having complained of him to the public prose- 
cutor, the general alarm is beaten, a gathering of armed men is 
formed in the street, and the complainants are clubbed, riddled 
with balls, and their bodies thrown into a pit. Many of their 
friends are wounded, others take to flight; seven houses are 
sacked, and the municipality, "either overawed or in complicity," 
makes no interference until all is over. There is no way of pur- 
suing the guilty ones ; the foreman of the jury, who goes, escorted 
by a thousand men, to hold an inquest, can get no testimony. 
"Die municipal officers feign to have heard nothing, neither the 
genera] alarm nor the guns fired under their windows. The 
otfaCT witnesses say not a word ; but they declare, softo voce, the 
reason for their silence. If they should testify, "they would be 
sure of being killed as soon as the troops should have gone 
away," The foreman of the jury is himself menaced; after 
remaining three-quarters of an hour, he finds it prudent to leave 
the dty.— After this the clubs of Beausset and of the neighbor- 
hood, gaining hardihood from the impotence of the law, break 
out into incendiary propositions : " It is announced that after the 
troops retreat, nineteen houses more will be sacked ; it is pro- 
posed to behead all aristocrats, that is to say, all the land-owners 
in the country." Many have fled, but their flight docs not 
satisfy the dubs. Vidal orders those of Beausset who took 
refiige in Toulon to return at once ; otherwise their houses will 
be demolished, and that very day, in fact, by way of warning, 
several bouses in Beausset, among them that of a notary, are 
either pulled down or pillaged from top to bottom ; all the riff- 
raff of the town are at work, "half-drunken men and women," 
and, as thdr object is to rob and drink, they would hke to beg^ 
again in the prindpal town of the canton,— The club, accord- 
ingly, has dedared that "Toulon would soon see a new St Bar- 
diolomew"; it has allies there, and arrangements are made; 
each club in the small towns of the vidnity will furnish men, 
while all will march under the leadership of the Toulon dub. 
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At Toulon, as at Beausset, the municipality win let tilings take 
their course, while the proceedmgs complained of by the public 
prosecutor and the district and department administrators will be 
applied to them. They may send reports to Paris, and denounce 
patriots to the National Assembly and the King, if they choose; 
the club will reply to their scribbling with acts. Their turn is 
coming. Lanterns and sabres are also found at Toulon, and the 
fiKtion murders them because th^ have lodged complaints 
against the murderers. 

III. 

We can conjecture what it will do during the interregnum by 
what it dared to do when the government still stood on its feet 
Facts, then, as always, furnish the best picture, and, to obtain a 
knowledge of the new sovereign, we must first observe him on a 
limited stage. 

On the reception of the news of the loth of August, the Jac- 
obins of Saint-AMque, a small town of the Aveyron,' likewise 
undertook to save the country, and, to this end, like their fellows 
in other boroughs of the district, they organised themselves into 
an "Executive Power." This institution is of an old date, 
especially in the South ; it had flourished for eighteen months 
from Lyons to Montpellier, from Agcn to Nismes; but after the 
interregnum, its condition is still more flourishing; it consists of 
a secret sodety, the object of which is to cany out practically 

> "Anhlva NittomlB," F>. 3,193 mud 3.194. Pmlaiu rkoili miybe fbniid In Ibag 
SeA. Ti^ depbtmaic Lb otic of thng bi which the Kvedlh JticqUfrim fi mcrdy ■ prokiagm- 
tknufthe dnh. — C£ F'l 3.193. Lclttr of the royal commuAioDeT al MUhftu. May 5, i^gi. 
" The lituadoa Li getting vone ; the fdminiatradTe bodia cooliDue ptnrerloi ud withovl 
toiu mt , Uoit tt Ihcir moBbsi ira idll uiiiUe (a enter upon thor dutis : while the bc- 
tioai, who Mill mlei multiply their ^nxases m every diredioa. Anotha- house in the coiu^ 
tiy, near the EDwo, hu heen burnt ; uuiher hroken bin, wilb ■ dotmctian of the fumilurr 
ud ■ part of the dinnv^^ervke. wd doon imd windows Ivokea open nad aniuhed ; lOTenl 
houMt vinled, imda the pretence of unu or powder being coocosled hi than : ill ol thii 
tnmd with prime penou and dealen □« 1^ the fictknu paily cairied off; tumukoaut 
ihoati, nocturnal auemblifia, plola for pillage or burning: (Uiturbaacs aiaed hy the nie 
t£ grain, learcha auder tbii preteat in private granariee, forced price* at curwo t redudiODa: 

Into, and which, they aay, ihould have been in Assgnnts. The police and municipal officeri. 

■rilhrr dan auppraa them nor puniih the well.iiaowD aiithon of Ihem. Siak it a Mtf 
t t kdmimfirtlii ifl'aiiifii I 1 iiwflTi Yi'il ten tAan eigAt ^jt-"-^in relation qx^aOy to Sifa^ 
AHqna. C£ F', 3,191, Aa lelta^ Bmniig othot, gf the department admlalKnUn, UmiA tf. 
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the motions and instructions of die club.' Ordinarily, they work 
at ni^t, wearing masks or slouched hats, with long hair foiling 
over the face. A list of their names, each with a number opp<K 
site to it, is kept at the meeting-place of the society. A triangu- 
lar dub, decked with a red ribbon, serves them both as weapon 
and badge; with this club, each member "may go anywhere," 
and do what seems good to him. At Saint-Afiique they numbei 
about eighty, among whom must be counted the rascals forming 
the seventh company of Tarn, staying in the town ; their enroll- 
ment in the band is efiected by constantly "preaching pillage to 
tbem," and by assuring them that die contents of the ch&teaux 
in the vicini^ belong to them.^— Not that the chflteaux excite 
any fear; most of them are empty; neither in Saint- Afrique nor 
in the environs do the men of the ancient regime form a party ; 
for many months orthodox priests and the nobles have had to 
fly, and now the well-to-do people are escaping. The popula- 
tion, however, is Catholic ; many of the shop-keepers, artisans, 
and fermeis are discontented, and the object now is to make 
these laggards keep step. — In the first place, they order women 
of every condition, work-girls and servants, to attend mass per^ 
fonned by the sworn curf, for, if they do not, they will be made 
acquainted with the cudgel. — In the second place, all the sus- 
pected are disarmed ; they enter their houses during the night in 
fiirce, unexpectedly, and, besides thdr gun, carry off their pro* 
viiionfl and money. A certain grocer who pei^sts in his luke- 
warmness is visited a second time; seven or eight men, one 
evening, break open his door with a stick of timber; he takes 
refuge on his roof, dares not descend until the following day at 
dawn, and finds that everything in his store has been either stolen 
or broken to pieces.' In the third place, there is "punishment 
of die ill-disposed." At nine o'clock in the evening a squad 
knocks at the door of a distrusted shoemaker ; it is opened by 
bis apprentice; six of the ruffians enter, and one of them, Bbow< 
ing a paper, says to the poor fellow: "I come on the part of die 
Executive Power, by which you are condemned to a bastinado- 

I ■■ AicUva Kadaulch" F ', 3,193. Bxtncl bom the legistei of thB dofc of tha Jagf- 
iff-'- ol Salal-AfiiqiH, ud npoit bj ibg dcputmnt connniuiDns^ Sen. to, 1191^ *fek 
At todmony of the '' ■■■■. fbrntng a dacnnKDt of 1 1 

■D>T~liDDO(AieikBn),a ' 
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ing." " What for ? " " If you have not done anything wrong, 
you are thinking about it,"* and so they beat him in the presence 
of his family, and many others like him are seized and unmeid- 
.uUy beaten on their own premises. — As to the expenses of the 
operation, these must be defrayed by the malevolent. These, 
therefore, are taxed according to their occupations; this or that 
tanner or dealer in cattle has to pay 36 francs ; another, a hatter, 
73 francs; otherwise "they will be attended to that very night 
at nine o'clock." Nobody is exempt, if he is not one of the 
band. Poor old men who have nothing but a five-franc assignat 
are compelled to give that ; they take from the wife of " a ground- 
digger," whose savings consist of seven sous and a half, the 
whole of this, exclaiming, "that is good for three mugs of 
wine."* When money is not to be had, they take goods in 
kind ; they make short work of cellars, bee-hives, clothes-presses, 
and poultry-yards; they eat, drink, and break, giving themselves 
Up to it heartily, not only in the town, but in the ndghboring 
villages. One detachment goes to Brusque, and proceeds so 
vigorously that the mayor and syndic-attorney scamper off across 
the fields, and dare not return for a couple of days.' At Veistd, 
die dwelling of the sworn cur^, and at Lapeyre, that of the 
sworn vicar, are both sacked; the money is stolen and the casks 
aie emptied. In the house of the cur^ of Douyre, "furniture, 
clothes, cabinets, and window-sashes are destroyed " ; they feast 
on his wine and the contents of his cupboard, throw away what 
they could not consume, then go in search of the cur^ and hii 
brother, a former Carthusian, shouting that "their heads must be 
cut ofi*, and sausage-meat made of the rest of their bodies I" 
Some of them, a little shrewder than the others, light on a piize; 
for example, a certain BourguiSre, a trooper of the line, seized a 
/ineyard belonging to an old lady, the widow of a physidan and 
former mayor ; * he gathered in its crop, " pubhcly In open day," 
for his own benefit, and wams the proprietress that he will kill 
her if she makes a complaint against him, and, as she probably 
does complain of him, he obliges her, in the name of the Execu- 
tive Power, to pay him fifty crowns damages, — As to the roughs 

>Dep«iliDa of CipdEIict, ■ ihDnnalcer. 
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in common, their reward, besides their caroustngs, is perfeot 
license. In all houses invaded at eleven o'clock in the evening, 
whilst the father flies, or the husband screams under the cudgel, 
one of the vilhuns stations himself at the entrance with a drawn 
sabre in his hands, and the wife or daughter remains at the mercf 
of the otheis ; they seize her by the neck and maintain their 
hold.* In vain does she scream for help. "Nobody in Saint- 
Afrique dares go outdoors at night"; nobody comes, and, the 
following day, the juge-de-paix dares not receive the coraplabt, 
because " he is afraid himself." — Accordingly, on the 23d of Sep 
tember, the municipal officers and the town-clerk, who made 
their rounds, were nearly beaten to death with dubs and stones; 
on the loth of October another municipal officer was lefl for 
dead; a fortnight before this, a lieutenant of volunteers, M. Ma- 
zi^res, "trying to do his duty, was assassinated in his bed by his 
own men." Naturally, nobody dares whisper a word, and, after 
two months of this order of things, it may be presumed that at 
the municipal elections of the 21st of October, the electors will 
be docile. In any event, as a precaution, their notification eight 
days before, according to law, is dispensed with; as extra pre- 
caution, they are informed that if they do not vote for the Execu- 
tive Power, they will have to do with the triangular cudgel* 
In consequence of this, most of them stay away; in a town of 
over 600 active citizens, 40 votes give a majority; Bourgougnon 
and Samis, the two chie& of the Executive Power, are elected, 
one mayor, and the other syndic-attorney, and henceforth the 
authority they sozed by force is conferred on them by the law. 

IV. 

Such is about the Qfpe of government which starts up in every 
commune of France after the loth of August; the club reigns, 
but the form and processes of its dictatorship are different, 
according to drcutnstances. — Sometimes it operates directly 
through the executive band ted by it, or through the rioting 
populace which it launches forth. Again, it operates indirectly 
through the electoral assembly, of which it controls the dection. 
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or through the mumcipality, whicb is its aocoinplic& If the 
admirustrationa are Jacobin, it governs through them. If they 
are passive, it governs alongside of them. If Horj are refrac- 
tory, it purges them,' or breaks them up,* and, to put them 
down, it resorts not only to blows, but even to murder* and 
massacre.* Between massacre and threats, all middle-courses 
meet, the revolutionary seal being everywhere impressed with 
inequalities of relief. 

In many places, threats suffice. In regions where the tem- 
perament of the people is cooi, and where there is no resistance, 
it is useless to resort to affrays. Of what use is slaughter in a 
town like Arras, for instance, wliere, on the day of the civic oath, 
the president of the department, a prudent millionaire, stalks 
through the streets arm in arm with Aunty Duchesne, who sells 
cookies down in a cellar, where, on election days, the towns- 
people, through cowardice, elect the club candidates under the 
pretence that "rascals and beggars" must be sent off to Paris to 
purge the town of them ! ° It would be labor lost to strike peo- 
ple who cringe and crouch so well.* The Action is content to 
mark them as mangy curs, to put them in pens, hold them with 
leashes, and to annoy them.' It posts at the entrance of the 
guard-room a list of inhabitants related to an hnigr4; it makes 
domiciliary visits ; it draws up a fancied list of the suspected, on 
which list all that are rich are found inscribed. It insults and 
disarms them ; it confines them to the town ; it forbids them to 
go outside of it even on foot; it orders them to present them- 
selves daily before its committee of public safety ; it condemns 
them to pay their taxes for a year in twenty-four hours; it breaks 
the seals of their letters; it confiscates, demolishes, and sells 
thai family tombs in the cemeteries. This is all in order, as well 
■S the religious persecution, the irruption into private chapels 

1 For tUBple^ ftt Limogo, Aug. 16.—^ Loids Guibert, '^lePstl^RBdlndmbHadl^ 
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where mass is said, blows with gun-stocks BDd the fist bestowed 
on the officiating priest, the obligation of orthodox parents to 
have their children baptised by the schismatic cur6, the expubion 
of nuns, and the pursuit, imprisonment and transportation of im- 
swom ecclesiastics. 

But if the domination of the club is not always a bloody one, 
its judgments are always those of an armed man, who, putting 
his guD to his shoulder, aims at the wayfarers whom he has 
stopped on the road; generally they kneel down, tender their 
punes, and the shot is not fired. But the gun is cocked, never- 
tiieless, and, to be certain of this, we have only to look at the 
shrivelled hand grasping the trigger. We are reminded of those 
Ewanns of banditti which infested the country under the an- 
cient regime ;^ the double-girdle of smugglers and receivers 
embraced within twelve hundred leagues of internal excise- 
duties, the poachers abounding on the four hundred leagues of 
guarded captainries, the deserters so numerous that in eight 
years they amounted to sixty thousand, the mendicants with 
which the prisons overflowed, the thousands of thieves and vag- 
abonds thronging the highways, all that police-game which the 
Revolution let loose and armed, and which, in its turn, fh)m 
game, became the hunters of game. For three years these strong- 
armed rovers have served as the kernel of local /inr^vm^f/ at the 
present time they form the staff of the universal jaeqverie. At 
Nisroes,* the head of the Executive Power is a " dEmdng-master." 
The two leading demagogues <A Toulouse are a shoemaker, and 
an actor who jdays valets.' At Toulon,* the club, more abso- 
lute than any Asiatic despot, is recruited &om among the indi- 
gent, sailors, harbor-hands, soldiers, "stray peddlers," while its 
president, Sylvestre, sent away from Paris, is a criminal of the 
lowest degree. At Rheims,* the principal leader is an unfrocked 
priest, married to a nun, aided by a baker, who, an old soldier, 
came near being hung. Elsewhere,' it is some deserter tried for 

'"TInABCkBlIUgiiiw," jSi, jgi, }^ 
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robbery ; here, a cook or innkeeper, and there, a former lackey 
The oracle of Lyons is an ex-commercial traveler, an enaulatoi 
of Marat, named Chilier, whose murderous delirium is com- 
plicated with morbid mysticism. The acolytes of ChSlier are a 
barber, a hair-dresser, an old-clothes dealer, a inustard and vine- 
gar manufactm-er, a doth -dresser, a silk-worker, a gauze-maker, 
while the time is near when authority is to fall into still meaner 
hands, those of "the dregs of the female population," who, aided 
by "a few bullies," elect "female commissaries," tax food, and 
for three days pillage the warehouses.' Avignon has for its mas- 
ters the Glacifere bandits. Aries is imder the yoke of its porters 
and bargemen. Marseilles belongs to "a band of wretches 
spawned out of houses of debauchery, who recognise neither 
laws nor magistrates, and ruling the city through terror."* — It is 
not surprising that such men, invested with such power, use it in 
conformity with their nature, and that the interregnum, which ii 
their reign, spreads over France a dicle of devastations, robberies, 
and murders. 



Usually, the stationary band of clubbists has an aux3iary band 
of the same species which roves about I mean the volunteers, 
who inspire more fear and do more harm, because they march in 

a body and are armed.^ Like their brethren in the ordinary 
walks of life, many of them are town and country vagabonds; 
most of them, living from hand to mouth, have been attracted 
by the pay of fifteen sous a day; they have become soldiers for 
lack of work and bread.* Each commune, moreover, having 
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been called upon for its army contingent, " they have picked np 
whatever could be found in the towns, all itie scamps hanging 
around street-comers, men with no pursuit, ami, in the country, 
wretches and vagabonds of every description; nearly all have 
been forced to march by money or drawing lots," and it is prob- 
able that the various administrations thought that "in this way 
they would purge France.'" To the wretched "bought by the 
communes," add others of the same stamp, procured by the rich 
as substitutes for their sons.' Thus do they pick over the social 
dunghill and obtain at a discount the natural and predestined in- 
mates of houses of correction, poor-houses and hospitals, with an 
Utter disregard of quaii^, even physical, " the halt, the maimed and 
the blind," the deformed and the defective, "some too old, and 
others too young and too feeble to support the fatigues of war, 
Others so small as to stand a foot lower than their guns," a large 
number of boys of sixteen, fourteen, and thirteen ; in short, the 
reprobate of great cities as we now see him, stunted, puny, and 
naturally insolent and insurgent.^ " One-third of them are found 
unfit for service " on reaching the frontier.* — But, before reaching 
the frontier, they act like "pirates" on the road. — The others, 

>C RouHM, "La Vakuitaiis," lot (Leneiar Gcnenl Bin», Aug. 13, 1791). — »£, Lm 
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trith sounder bodies and better hearts, become, under tbe disd- 
pline of constant danger, good soldiei^ at the end of a year. Id 
the mean time, however, they make no less havoc, for, if they 
are less disposed to robbery, they are more fanaticaL Nothing 
is more delicate than the military organisation, owing to the ^t 
that it represents force, and man is always tempted to abuse 
force; for any free company of soldiers to remain inoffendve in 
a civil community, it must be restrained by the strongest curbs, 
which curbs, either within or without, were wholly wanting with 
the volunteers of 1791.' 

Artisans, peasants, the petty bourgeois class, youthful enthusi- 
asts stimulated by the prevailing doctrine, they are still much 
more Jacobin than patriotic; the dogma of popular sovereignty, 
like a heady wine, has turned their inexperienced brains ; they 
are fully persuaded that, "destined to contend with the enemies 
of the republic, is an honor which permits them to exact and to 
dare all things,"* The least among them believes himself superior 
to the law, "as formerly a Cond^," and he becomes king on a 
small scale, self- constituted, an autocratic justiciary and avenger 
of wrongs, a supporter of patriots and the scourge of aristocrats, 
the disposer of lives and property, and, without delay or formali- 
ty, Uking it upon himself to complete the Revolution on the spot 
in every town he passes through, — He is not to be hindered in 
all this by his officers. " Having created his chiefs, they are of 
no more account to hira than any of a man's creations usually 
are"; far from being obeyed, they are not even respected, "and 
that comes from resorting to analogies without considering mili- 
tary talent or moral superiority," * Through the natural eSects 
of the system of election, all grades of rank have fallen upon 
demagogues and blusterers. "The intriguers, loud-talkers, and 

■ C Rouaet, 4;. Letts of the direcmy of Somme. Feb 96,1793. 
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.:sp«daUy great drinkers, have prevailed against the capable." ' 
Besides, to reUun his popularity, the new officer will go to a 
groggery and drink with his men,* and he must show himself 
more Jacobin than they are, from which it follows that, not con- 
tent with tolerating their excesses, he provokes them. — Hence, 
after March, 1792, and even before,' we see the volunteers be- 
having in France as in a conquered country. Sometimes they 
make domiciliary visits, and break everything to pieces in the 
house they visit. Again, they force the re-baptism of infants by 
the complying cur&, and fire on the orthodox father. Here, of 
their own accord, they make airests; there, they join in with 
niutineen and stop grain-boats; dsewhere, they force a munici- 
pality to tax bread ; farther on, they bum or sack ch&teaux, and, 
■fa mayor happens to inform them that the ch&tean now belongs 
ll the nation and not to an imigri, they reply with "thrusts," 
and threaten to cut his throat.' — As the 10th of August draws 
near, the phantom of authority, which still occasionally imposed 
on them, completely vanishes, and "it costs them nothing to 
massacre" whoever displeases them,* Exasperated by the perils 

■ C RouBM, K) (Lnts (/ Gconl Wimpfen, Dec jo, i:9i).'-*'Saa«arin' tt QatsA 
PeDcpon, pp. 7 ud S. 

■C RouMO, 45 (Repeat of Ceunl Wimpfcu, Jul id, !;$■).— io> LMlor gf G«ai] 
BiioD, Aug. ij, 1791. 

■C, RuuHct,«;, 4&—''AiclilTa Nuunala,"?', 3,349. OSckl npoR of Oa muld. 
pafity (4 Sunt-MucDCak Ju. si, 1791.— F', 3,17;. OlGci^ RpoR cf Itw mimlctpiiEtr 
■A UhJullttault, Dec. 17, 1791.— F', 3,18; and 3,184.— F', j.«ij, Letter o( Sorm, 
^LLciamof War, lo R^isd, Juoa la, 1793: "1 frequeiitly recdvc^ ■• wvU u Toiindf And 
the Minutec of Juiiicx, etuapUnl* ngninn the miioiiiiJ voluDleen. Thsy commit ihe meet 
lepRbeiuible oKnca diOr is plus when they are quanend. ud thiiiD)(h whidi they pan 
l"— /iiU, Leoet of Dunulbon, Miniuer of Juuict, Mar 5: 
' more or kn aggnvntinjE dmraBtniice^ m all th« 
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Aenuelra."— Comle de Seilhac. "Scineiet pcnnuli de la Rtvoluli 
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* ' Afchivet NadonaJo,'* F', 3,170- Dcliboadon of 1h? cauodUgenervI of thecoounu 
of Rity«, Oct- B. 1793 {puugeof two diviaiooi of Fuia^ui gendannea). "The inhabitu 
and municipal officen wtn by lunu th? tpoit of their indolence and bnitality, constanl 
threatened in catc of refuud widi havmg their bead* cut att, and aeeing the vud gendanni 
especially the cannoncera, with naked kabtea in (heir handa, alwayi thrcalcaing. The citii 
aiayor especiallv wu Heated mott outrageously by the aaid tanuooeen . . . Ibnipg htm 
dance tH the Place d'aimet, to vhich they resorted with Tiobu and where they renuia 
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diey are about to encounter on the fruitier, the^ b^n war in 
tbe interior; provisionally, and as a precaution, they sUi^hter 
probable amtocrats on the way, and treat the officers, nobles and 
priests they meet on the road worse than their club allies. For, 
on the one hand, being merely on the march, they are much 
safer from puaishment than local murdcrere ; in a week, lost in 
the army, they will not be sought for in camp, and they may slay 
with perfect security. On the other hand, as strangers and new- 
comers, incapable of discriminating peisons the same as people 
on the spot, on account of name, dress, and qualifications, on 
coffee-house rumors, on appearances, however venerable and 
harmless a man may be, they kill him, not because they know 
him, but because they do not know him. 

VI. 

Let us enter the cabinet of Roland, Minister of the Interior, a 
fortnight after the opening of the Convention, and suppose him 
contemplating, some evening, a foreshortened picture of the state 
of the country administered by him. His clerks have placed 
the correspondence of the past few weeks on his table, arranged 
in proper order; his replies are noted in brief on the margin; 
he has a map of France before him, and, placing his finger on 
the southern section, he moves it along the great highway 
across the country. At every s&ge he recurs to the paper file 
of letters, and passing innumerable reports of violence, he merely 
^ves his attention to the great revolutionaiy exploits.' Madame 
Roland, I imagine, works with her husband, and the couple, 
«tting together alone under the lamp, ponder over the doings 
of the ferocious brute which they have set free in the provinces 
the same as in Paris. 

Their eyes go first to the southern extremity of France. 
There,* on the canal of the Deux-Mers, at Carcassonne, the 
populace has seized three boats loaded with grain, exacted food, 
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[hen a dimiDution of the price of bread, then guns and cannons 
from the magazine, and, lastly, the heads of the administrators; 
an inspector-general has been wounded by an axe, and the 
syndic-attorney of the department, M, Verdier, massacred. — ^Thc 
Mmister follows with his eye the road from Carcassonne to Bor- 
deaux, and on the right and on the left he finds traces of blood. 
At Castres,' a report is spread that a dealer in grain was trying 
to raise the price, whereupon a mob congregates, and, to save 
the dealer, he is placed in the guard-house ; the volunteers, how* 
ever, force open the guard-house, and throw the man out of the 
first-story window; they then finish him with "blows with clubs 
and weights," drag his body along the street and cast it into the 
river. — ^The evening before, at Clairac,* M. Lartigue-Langa, an 
unsworn priest, pursued through the street by a troop of men and 
women, determined to strip off his cassock and ride him on an. 
ass, found refiige, with great difficulty, in his country-house ; they 
go there for Mm, however, fetch him back to the pubhc promenade, 
and there kill him. A number of brave fellows who interfered 
were charged with i/uivisme, and severely handled. Repression 
is impossible; the department writes to the Minister that "at 
this time it would be unpolitic to follow the matter up." Roland 
knows that by experience. The letters in his hands show him 
that there, as in Paris, murder engenders murder; M. d'AIespfe, 
a gentleman, has just been assassinated at N4rac ; " all reputable 
citizens formed around him a rampart with their bodies," but the 
rabble prevailed, and the murderers, "through their obscurity," 
escaped.— The Minister's finger stops at Bordeaux. There the 
federation festivities are marked with a triple assassination.' In 
order to let this dangerous moment pass by, M. dj Langoirac, 
vicar-general of the archbishopric, had retired half a league off, 
in the village of Cauderan, to the residence of an octogenarian 
priest, who, like himself, had never meddled with public matters. 
On the ijth of July the National Guards of the village, excited 
by the speeches of the previous night, take them both out of the 
house, and, by way of an extra, a third priest belonging in the 
neighborhood. There is nothing to lay to their charge; neither 
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the iDuntdpal officers, nor the justices before whom they are 
brought, can avoid declaring them innocent. As a last recourse, 
they are conducted to Bordeaux, before the Directory of the 
department But it is getting dark, and the riotous crowd be- 
coming impatient, makes an attack on them. The octogenariac 
"is so pounded as to make it impossible for him to revive " ; the 
■bbi du Puy is knocked down and dragged along by a rope 
attached to his feet; M. de Lnngoirac's head is cut off, carried 
about on a pike, taken to his liouse and presented to the servant, 
who is told that "her master will not come home to supper." 
The torment of the priests has lasted from five o'clock in the 
morning to seven o'clock in the evening, and the municipal 
authorities were duly advised ; but they cannot put themselves 
out of the way to give succor; they are too seriously occupied 
in erecting a Uberty-pole. 

Route from Bordeaux to Caen, — The Minister's finger turns to 
the north, and stops at Limoges. The day following the federa- 
tion has been here celebrated the same as at Bordeaux.' An 
unsworn priest, the abb£ Chabrol, assailed by a gang of men and 
women, is first conducted to the guard-house and then to tlie 
dwelling of the juge-de-paix ; for his protection a warrant of 
arrest is gotten out, and he is kept under guard, in sight, by four 
ehasseurs, in one of the rooms. But the populace are not satis- 
fied with this. In vain do the municipal officers appeal to it, m 
vain do the gendarmes interpose themselves between it and the 
prisoner; it rushes in upon them and disperses them. Mean- 
while, volleys of stones smash in the windows, and the entrance 
door yields to the blows of axes ; about thirty of the villains 
scale the wmdows, and pass the priest down like a bale of goods. 
A few yards off, "struck down with clubs and other instruments," 
he draws his last breath, his head "crushed" by twenty mortal 
wounds. — Farther up, towards Orleans, Roland reads the follow* 
ing despatches, taken from the hie for Loiret:' "Anarchy is at 
its height," writes one of the districts to tlie Directory of die 
department; "there is no longer recognition of any authority; 
the administrators of the district and of the municipahties are 

l"An:)iivH Naljonula," F', },i>;}. Lelterof Ibc >dininiitnton of Huite-Vi-HK, Jiitf 

• " ArcldvB Naiioiudes," F», ^.m]. L«tef of the Uttcaarf nf the diitrict ot N«u»i|l<" n 
Atdrpanincnt-ulniiniitnton, S«pc. it. 
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insulted, and are powerless to enforce respect . . , Threats 
of slaughter, of destrojing houses and giving them up to pillage 
Dfcvail ; plans are made to tear down all the chflteaux. The 
municipal authorities of AchJres, along with many of the inhab- 
itants, have gone to Oison and Chaussy, where everything is 
smashed, broken up and carried off. On the i6th of September 
six armed men went to the house of M. de Vaudeuil and obliged 
him to return the sum of 300 francs, for penalties pretended to 
have been paid by them. We have been notified that M. Dede- 
ley will be visited at AchSres for the same purpose to-day. M. 
de Lory has been similariy threatened. . . . Findly, all 
those people there say that they want no more local administra- 
tions or tribunals, that the law is in their own hands, and th^ 
will execute it. In this extremity we have decided on the only 
safe course, which is to silently accept all the outrages inflicted 
i.pon us. We have not called upon you for protection, for we 
are well aware of the embarrassment you labor under." — The 
best part of the National Guard, indeed, having been disarmed 
at the county-town, there is no longer an aimed force to put 
riots down. Consequently, at this same date,' the populace, 
increased by the afflux of "strangers" and ordinary nomads, 
hang a corn-inspector, plant his head on the end of a pike, 
drag his body through the streets, sack five houses and bum the 
furniture of a municipal officer in front of his own door. There- 
upon, the obedient municipality sets the airested rioters free, and 
lowers die price of bread one-sixth. Above the Loire, the 
despatches of Ome and Calvados complete the picture. "Our 
district," writes a lieutenant of the gendarmerie,* "is a prey to 
brigandage. . . . About thirty rascals have just sacked the 
chftteau of Dampierre. Calls for men are constantly made upon 
us," which we cannot satisfy, "because the call is general on all 
«dea." The details are curious, and here, notwithstanding the 
Minister's &millarlty with popular misdeeds, he cannot avoid 
noting one extortion of a new species. "The inhabitants of the 
villages' collect together, betake themselves to diiferent chdteaiui, 

I "Aidiina Nitlaiula," report of the adminbti 
nl of the comiDDH of OHeuu, SepL 16 und i 
ttmugb the deem of Aug. 16 and Sept. r) 

« " AnMm NatknMkt," F ', ),149- Leiwr ot the lieutetuint of the fc 
gleiR, Sept. ij (with oificb] npoR dated Sept. 19). 

* " AirUnt Natknaln," dntt of m leuet Iir RoliDd, Oct 4. ud olben of die BO 
33 
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seize the wives and children of thdr proprietois, and keep Uiem 
as bail for promises of re-embursement which they force die 
latter to sign, not merely for feudal taxes, but, again, for ex- 
penses to which this taxation may have given rise," fiist under 
the actual proprietor and then under his predecessors; in the 
mean time they install themselves on the premises, demand pay- 
ments for their time, devastate the buildings on the place, and 
sell the fiimiture. — All this is accompanied with the usual slaugh* 
terings. A letter of the Directory of the department of Ome 
advises the Minister' that "a former noble has been kiUed 
{homiodU) in the canton of Sep^ an ex-cur6 in the town ai 
BellSme, an unsworn priest in the canton of Putanges, an ez- 
capuchin in the territory of Alen^on." The same day, at Caen, 
the syndic- attorney of Calvados, M. Bayeux, a man of sterling 
merit, imprisoned by the local Jacobins, has just been shot down 
in the street and bayonetted, while the National Assembly was 
passing a decree proclaiming his innocence and ordering him to 
be set at liberty.* 

Route of the East — At Rouen, in front of the H6tel-de-ville, 
the National Guard, stoned for more than an hour, finally fire a 
volley and kill four men ; throughout the department violence is 
committed in relation to grain, while wheat is taxed and carried 
off by force;' but Roland is obliged to restrict himself; he can 
note only politick disturbances. Besides, he is obliged to move 
on fast, for murders abound along the whole course ; between 
the edervescence of the army and that of the capital,* each de- 
partment in the vidnity of Paris or near the frontier furnishes its 
quota of murders. They take place at Gisors, in the Eure, at 
Chantilly, and at Clermont in the Oise, at Saint-Amand in the 
Fas-de- Calais, at Cambray in the Nord, at Retel and Charle- 

•-^flW of the munidpaL officcn of Raj, SepL 34.~-Lcttcr of H. DeAtDmC^ p op ii o M r, 

E«t>L JO.— LUKrof Ihe pcrauaciil council ofAigle, OcL i, etc. 
i^'Ardiiva F^Biicniala," I^IUT of the adoiiiiutmoa of thv Omc depwtmen^ SepL j. 

• Hanimn-Tanaul, IlL 337 (5^>. 6)- 

>*^ATthivei Naiiooalti," F', ^af,^. Lcti« of the lieulnunt-gena*] of the gn^^nncrii^ 
Aug, 30. — Officja] report of the Rouen uiunicipBlity on (he riot of Aug. 39. — Leiun of Eho 
dqnitmml-nJminnMton, Sept iS and OcL 11.— Letter gf ibe (unw, OcL 13, etc. — Letts 
of David, cultivator and departtncnl-odimnistralDT, OcL 11. 

• Albert Babeaii, " Letlen of a deputy of the municipality of Troys 10 the inny of Do. 
BOtlliei," p, ft,<— {Sainte-Mcnehould, Sept. 7, 1799)1 "Our Froopi bum with a desiiE BO 
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ville in the Ardennes, at Rheims and at Ch^ons in the Mame, 
at Troyes in the Aube, at Meaux in Seice-et-Mame, and at Ver- 
sailles in Seine-et-Oise.' — Roland, I imagine, does not open this 
file, and for a good reason j he knows too well how M. de Bris- 
sac and M. Delessart, and the other sixty-three persons perished 
at Versailles; it was he who signed Foutnier's commission, the 
head murderer. At this very moment he is forced to correspond 
with this villain, to send him certificates of " zeal and patriot- 
ism," and to assign him, over and above bis robberies, 30,000 
firancs to defray the expenses of the operation.* — But some 
among the despatches he cannot overlook, if he desires to know 
to what his authority is reduced, in what contempt all authori^ 
is held, how the dvil or military populace exercises its power, 
with what promptitude it disposes of the most illustrious and 
most usefiil Uves, especially those who have been, or are now, in 
command, the Minister perhaps saying to himself that his turn 
win come next 

A philanthropist from his youth up, a liberal on Altering the 
Constituent Assembly, elected president of the Paris department, 
one of the most persistent, most generous, and most respected 
patriots from first to last, — who belter deserved to be spared than 
M. dc la Rochefoucauld? Arrested at Gisors* by order of the 
Paris Commune, he left the inn, escorted by the Parisian com- 
missary, surrounded by the municipal council, twelve gendarmes 
and one bimdred National Guards; behind him walked hb 
mother, eighty years of age, his wife following in a carriage; 
tbne could be no fear of an escape. But, for a suspected 
person, death is more certain than a prison ; three hundred volun- 
teers of the Ome and the Sarthe departments, on their way 
through Gisors, collect and cry out: "We must have his head- 
nothing shall stop usl" A stone hits M. de la Rochefoucauld 
on the temple ; he falters, his escort is broken up, and they finish 

■ Mosn. I. 338 (Sept. 4). Ai Ckmont, the murder of m litb-dealer, Ulkd IW imiltbis tba 
buon TalantEen.— foi (SepL r), the un ef the poft-mailet at SaiDbAmuid la Ull«l m «■■ 
pjcioo fif rfrmm nnirathi a *tTh the enemj.^*' Arcluvct NatkpiuJei," F^ 3.04^ Letler of the 
ifiMiici-uJmliiutmon of Senlii, Oct 31 {Aut. ij). Al Chanlillf . M. PigeiD bxanlnUEd 
In the midu of i.iao penoni — C. Rouuel, p. B* (Sept. 11), LinnenanirfiilDiiel ImODiiia b 
•uuiiiHted at ChUaot-iuT-Mune— MgrtimeT-Tenuui, IV. 171 Pour Pnusu Jatmn 

• Monbner-Temiux, III. Yfi, 594 and GiUowifis pageL 

I locKtdLe, " IHx anpfa d'^preuveft" p. sa Docription of tiaDcorat.— " AnJurs Xih 
It-mfM." letH o( the depaniiigindiiiioiitnitoTi of Ibe Eure, Sept. 11 (with ofikaJ npon d 
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him with dubs and sabres, while the municipal council "have 
barely time to drive off the carriage containing the ladies,"— 
Accordingly, national justice, in the liands of the volunteers, 
has its sudden outbursts, its excesses, its reactions, the effect of 
which it is not advisable to wait for. For example, at Cambray,' 
Ji division of foot-gecidarineric had just left llie town, and it 
occurs to them that they had forgotten "to purge the prison "; 
it retraces its steps, seizes the keeper, takes him to the H6tel-de- 
ville, examines ihe prison register, sets at liberty those whose 
crimes seem to it excusable, and provides them with passports; 
on the other hand, it massacres a former royal procureur, on 
whom addresses are found tainted with "aristocratic principles, " 
an unpopular lieutenant-colonel, and a suspected captain.— 
However slight or ill-founded a suspicion, so much the worse for 
the officer on whom it falls ! At Charleville,' two loads of anns 
having passed through one gate instead of another, to avoid a 
bad road, M. Juchereau, inspector of the manufacture of arms 
and commander of the place, is declared a traitor by the volun- 
teers and the populace, torn from the hands of the municipal 
ifficera, clubbed to the ground, stamped on, and stabbed; his 
head, fixed to a pike, is paraded through Charleville, then into 
M&i&res, where it is thrown into the river running between the 
two towns. The body remains, and this the municipality orders 
to be interred ; but it is not worthy of burial ; the murderers 
obtain possession of it, and cast it into the water that it may 
join the head. In the mean time the lives of the municipal offi- 
cers hang by a single thread. One of these is seized by the 
throat ; another is knocked out of his chair and threatened with 
the lantern, a gun is aimed at him and he is beaten and kicked; 
subsequently a plot is devised "to cut off their heads and plun- 
der their houses." 
The disposers of lives, indeed, are also the disposers of prop- 

> ■> Althim NiDoiuilti," F< 4,391. Leceror Roland toltw ccnmidiia, OcL ji (wilha 
BjpTOf the documcDU KiiE by the deparaDcuof the Nordon theenati ijiO&^ 10 end ill. 

■"ArchivB Naiiontlei," F', 3,191. Offidal report aC the munidpAliry of QuHerillc^ 
Sept 4, ind letici, StpL l—^mOnir, XIII. 741, Dumber for Sept >i, 1793 (Later of S^iL 
17, on the Paiisian volunleen orMuihal Lackner'i umy). "The Puisu volunlen isaia 

uIl He had ihimtcned to relum uiu doenoi ta iheir reginieDti. At thk the mea 
BuUiined that the ancient rfgimE no longs eiiiled. that bnitheri ibould not bg trsHt ia 
thii ny, and ihu he gmoml ihould be ureued. SerenJ of than hid ilnwljr MJMd tt» 
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ertf. Roland has only to tum over the leaves of two oi three 
reports to see how patriotism furnishes a cloak for brutal license 
and greed. At Coucy, in the department of Aisne,* the peasant* 
ry of seventeen parishes, assembled for the purpose of fiimishing 
their military quota, rush with a loud clamor to two houses, the 
property of M. des Fossfe, a former deputy to the Constituent 
Assembly, and the two finest in the town ; one of them had been 
occupied by Henry IV, Some of the municipal ofhcers who 
try to interfere are nearly cut to pieces, and the entire munidpal 
body takes to flight M. des Foss6s, with his two daughters, 
succeed in hiding themselves in an obscure comer in the vicinity, 
and aiierwazds in a small tenement ofiered to them by a humane 
gardener, and finally, alter great difficulty, they reach Soissoni. 
Of his two houses, "nothing remains but the walls. Windows, 
casings, doors, and wdnscottings, all are shattered"; twenty 
thousand francs of assignats in a portfolio are destroyed or 
carried off; the title-deeds of the property are not to be found, 
and the damage is estimated at 300,000 francs. The pillage 
lasted from seven o'clock in the morning to seven o'clock in the 
evening, and, as is always the case, ended in a jollification ; the 
plunderers, entering the cellars, drank "two hogsheads of wine 
and two casks of brandy; thirty or forty remained dead drunk, 
and were taken away with considerable difficulty." There is no 
prosecution, no investigation; the new mayor, who, one month 
after, makes up his mind to denounce the act, begs the Minister 
not to give his name, for, he says, "the agitators in the council- 
general of the Commune threaten, with fearful consequences, 
whoever is discovered to have written to you." ' — Such is the 
ever-present threatening under which the gentry live, even when 
venerable in the service of freedom; Roland, foremost in his 
files, finds heartrending letters addressed directly to him, as a last 
recourse. Early in 1789, M. de Gouy d'Arcy* was the firet to 
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put his pen to paper in behalf of popular rights. A deputy erf 
the noblesse lo the Constituent Assembly, he is the first to rally 
to the Third- Estate ; when the liberal minority of the noblesse 
came and took their seats in the hall of the Communes, he had 
already been there eight daj-s, and, for thirty months, he "invari- 
ably seated himself on the side of the 'Left.' " Senior major- 
general, and ordered by the Legislative Assembly to suppress the 
outbreak of the 6,000 insurgents at Noyon, "he kept his rigorous 
orders in his pocket for ten days"; he endured their insults; he 
risked his life " to save those of his misguided fellow -citizens, and 
he had the good fortune not to spill a drop of blood." Ex- 
hausted by so much labor and effort, almost dying, ordered into 
the country by his physicians, "he devoted his income to the 
relief of poverty"; he planted on his own domain the first lib- 
erty tree that was erected; he fiiroished the voltmteers with 
clothes and arms; "instead of a fifth, he yielded up a third of 
his revenue under the forced system of taxation." His childreD 
live with him on the property, which has been in the family four 
hundred years, and the peasantry call him "their father," No 
one could lead a more tranquil or, indeed, a more meritorious 
existence. But, being a noble, he is suspected, and a delegate 
from the Paris Commune denounces him al Compi&gne as hav- 
fflg in his house two cannon and five hundred and fifly muskets. 
There is at once a domiciliary vi^t Eight himdred m^i, 
infantry and cavalry, appear before the chdteau d'Arcy in battle 
array. He meets them at the door and tenders them the keys. 
After a search of six hours, they find twelve fowling pieces and 
thirteen rusty pistols, whicli he has already declared. His dis- 
appointed visitors grumble, break, eat and drink to the extent of 
2, 000 crowns damage.' Nevertheless, urged by their leaders, 
they finally retire. But M. de Gouy has 60,000 francs in rentals, 
which would be so much gain to the nation if he would emi- 
grate; this must be effected, by expelling him, and, moreover, 

MlmbaUc ktln. which, ircapied Eiiiiie, wuuM show ihe chancia' of lbs gendemu of 17)^ 
tt Li TuU of r«lmf u well u of illu^oiu. and sonewhal fotiu] ia ifyt&) Ttia fim atueh 

fioniile>,"F', 3,165, liltncir the iidnimi»niiDrsDrScbK-[DUK<!un,SeirLiB,iT9>). VuUta 
the chlmn dc CBUcville, Sciil. 7, bj- the nuias^ gunrd of Ihe neighbcirfaDoil. "Iht m.. 
tknk] Alturd get dntok, brsk the furniltire to pkc4. add fin repearod ToDeTi At tlu wi&- 
riowi »«d ttbrvi: tbe ch lt e au ia a complete niin-" ThcnuQudpAloffiGcnoaatlatplitxg ta 
inicrfenantieulrkl'U. 
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during tiis expulsion, they may fiU their pockets. For eight days 
this matter is discussed in the Compiigne dub, in the groggeries, 
in the barracks, and, on the ninth day, 150 volunteere iisiie from 
the town, declaring that they are going to kill M. de Gouy ana 
all who belong to him. Informed of this, he departs with his 
lamily, leaving the doors of his house wide open. There is a gen- 
eral pillage for five hours; the mob drink the costly wines, steal 
the plate, demand horses to carry their booty away, and promise 
to return soon and take the owner's head. — In eSect, on the 
following morning at four o'clock, there is a new invasion, a new 
pillage, and, this time, the last one; the servants escape under a 
fire of musketry, and M. de Gouy, at the request of the villagers, 
whose vineyards are devastated, is obliged to quit that part of 
the country.' — There is no need to go through the whole file. 
At Houdainville, at the house of M. de Samt-Maurice, at Noin- 
tel, on the estate of the Due de Bourbon, at Chantilly, on the 
estate of the Prince de Cond6, at the house of M. de Fitz- James, 
and elsewhere, a certain Gauthier, "commandant of the Paris 
detachment of Searchers, and charged with the powers of the 
Committee of Supervision," makes his patriotic circuit, and Ro- 
land knows beforehand of what that consists, namely, a dragon- 
nade in regular form on the domains of all nobles, absent or 
present.* 

Favorite game is still found in the clergy, more vigorously 
hunted than the nobles; Roland, charged with the duty of main- 
taining public order, asks himself how the lives of inofiensive 
priests, which the law recommends to him, can be protected. — At 
Troyes, at the house of M. Fardeau, an old non^confonnist cur£, 
an altar decked with its sacred vessels is discovered, and M. Fat 
deau, arrested, refuses to take the civic oath. Tom from his 
prison, and ordered to shout " Vive la Nation I " he again refuses. 
On this, a volunteer, borrowing an axe from a baker, chops off 

'TtwiMletaKlivriihilielbUawinB: "No,iieTerwnil abandon the Fnnch foil" Hak 
fttfllociixd mt Pam, Theniudor %, rear 11-. u jtn accomplice in Iho pretended pvwn-plot. 

■ " AichitoB Natioiuilei," l>FtEeFof ihc Que ■d m i nh traton, Sept. 13 and 15-.— Letter of iha 
•yndic-Buofncj of the depfutmenl. Sept aj.—Lcttcrof tlie gd mi niHimtoci, Sept. aptwi Ch*n- 
tiOrl. "The vast tituuia ot this doouuo ue bein; plundered." In the fixcn of Ha and 
fa ifae pail belonging loH.de Fltt-Jamett now oatioqal proprrty. " the finest treei aie Hid 
OD the vpot, cut down, and canied off" — F*, 3,766, Letter of the ovenea-gf the pwrioitii 
doBuinsat Ranbouil^ Oct 31. Woods derutated "at a Ua of iDore than tao,ac»aQwu 
•ince August la".— "The agitnton who preach Ubeny to ciliicDa In the runl dkcrictt an 
~ 'jt the disordera with ivhich the coumrf b r— ai^ Tluy p w w to 
th all the acaBpaarliig HmMk" 



tfo THE REVOLUTION. kooKt*. 

tiis head, and this bead, washed in the river, is borne to the 
H6tel-de-ville.> — At Meaux, a brigade of Parisian gendannerie 
murders seven priests, and, as an extra, six ordinary malcfacton 
in conGnemenL* At Rheims, the Parisian volunteeis first mako 
vay with the post-master and his clerk, both under suspidon be> 
cause the smell of burnt paper had issued &om their chimney, 
and, next, M. de Mootrosier, an old retired officer, which is the 
opening of the hunt. Afterwards they fall upon two ecclesi- 
astics with pikui and sabres, whom theii game-beateis have 
brought in from the country, then on the former curfi of Saint- 
Jean, and on that of Rilly; their corpses are cut up, paraded 
through the streets in portions, and burnt in a bonfire; one of the 
wounded priests, die abb^ Alexandre, is thrown in still alive.*-^ 
Roland recognisei, the men of September, who, exposing their 
still bloody pikeb, came to his domicile to demand their wages; 
wherever the band passes it announces, "in the name of the 
people," its "plenary power to spread the example of the cap- 
ital." Now, as 40,000 unsworn priests are condemned by the 
decree of August 26 to leave their departments in a week and 
France in a fortnight — shall they be allowed to depart ? Eight 
thousand of them at Rouen, in obedience to the decree, charter 
transports, which the riotous population of both sides of the 
Seine prevent from leaving. Roland sees in his despatches that 
in Rouen, as elsewhere, they crowd the municipalities for their 
passports,* but that these are often refused ; better still, at Troyes, 
at Meaux, at Lyons, at Ddle, and in many other towns, the same 
thing is done as at Paris ; they are conhned in particular houses or 
in prisons, at least, provisionally, " for fear that they may congre- 
gate under the German eagle"; so that, made rebellious and 
declared traitors in spite of themselves, they may still remain in 
their pens subject to the knife. As the exportation of specie is 
prohibited, those who have procured the necessary coin are 
robbed of it on the frontier, while others, who fly at all hazards, 
tracked like wUd boars, or ran down like hares, escape like the 

> A[ben Bibeiiii, I. y>4 (Aug. »)■ 
• Martiiiier-Ttniauji,!!!. 331 (Sept. 4I. 

» Moilimtr-TmiiUJi, III. 3Jj.~"AnJii™ Nsdonala." F', j.ijj. OSdiJ reponof Ihr 
■Bimidpolity of RhoDB, Sept 6. 

'"ATchiva lindoiukt," F', 4,394. Comtpoudeace of the minuicn in t-^ and 1793. 
Usu prtHnted by Roland ld [be conTCndaa, on (hepait of vDriouidUlricli.inc dcinrtinenuk, 
r£ prifltts dcDundui£ puports (o gd abiwicl, ihoac n 
K depulRieni ujrhinu. 
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oishop of Barral, athwart bayonets, or like the abb6 Guihon, 
athwart sabres, when they are not struck down, like the abb4 
Pescheur, by the blows of a gun-stock,' 

It is getting far into the night. The hies are too numerous 
and too large; Roland finds that, out of eighty- three, he can 
examine but fifty ; he must hasten on ; leaving the East, his eyes 
again turn to the South. — On this side, too, there are strange 
sights. On the zd of September, at Chilons-sur-Mame,' M. 
Chanlaire, an octogenarian and deaf, is returning, with his prayer- 
book under his arm, &om the Mall, to which he resorted daily to 
read his prayers. A number of Parisian volunteers who meet 
him, seeing that he looks like a devotee, order him to shout, 
" Vive la Libertil" Unable to understand them, he makes no 
reply. They then seize him by the ears, and, not marching fast 
enough, they drag him along; his old ears give way, and, ex- 
cited by seeing blood, they cut off his ears and nose, and thus, 
the poor old man dripping with blood, they reach the HAtel-de- 
ville. At this sight a notary, posted there as sentinel, and who 
is a man of feeling, is horror-stricken and escapes, while the other 
National Guards hasten to shut the iron gates. The Parisians, 
still dragging along their captive, go to the district and then to 
the department bureau "to denounce aristocrats"; on the way 
they continue to strike the tottering old man, who ialls down; 
they then decapitate him, place pieces of his body on pikes, and 
parade these about Meanwhile, in this same town, twenty-two 
gendemen ; at Beaune, forty priests and nobles ; at Dijon, eighty- 
three heads of families, locked up as suspected without evidence 
or examination, and confined at their own expense two months un- 
der pikes, ask themselves every morning whether the populace and 
the volunteers, who shout death cries through the streets, mean 
to release them in the same way as in Paris,' — A trifle is sufli- 

■Albeit Bibsu. L JIS-S17, GuiUun dc Momlfan. L m At Lyou afis the lotb of 
Ab^ufi tlu umwoni conceal th^uclva -, lLc municipalitjF offcn then pAupom ; maq j who 
cotne for tbein ue mcarccnited: otlien receive a paaipoit with ■ mark on it whidi iBvet fin 
llhdr TccoEnition on the road, and ivhich eiciia againic them tlie fury of the votunlecn. 
■■ A majnily of the loldien Ailed the air with Iheir cris of -ZImU «r iiiii/> aW/n^j&/ '"— 
Siuta|i, 111. ch. ii., and apedally p. 193: "M. Pocheur, while numing ak»( the nad 
bwa BelEon ta Focenmjy, 11 iccn by a capcoin of the voluateen, tiding along the Hmfl mad 
with other oflicen ; deouudins hit guo, he aimed at M- Petcbciur and ^aot him," 

•"Hiitoinde ChaH>in-(iir.Klanie et de ta monmnenu," by L. fiaibac, pp. (», 41). 

• "AichivsNBtiDnaIe>,"F', 3,107. Letts of the directory of the Cfll* d'Or, Aug. 98 ud 
■apt a6. AddnHoTlheBcaiuw muindpality, SepL 1. Letter cf M. Jam Sallier. Oct. g 
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dent to provoke a murder. On the 19th of August, at Anxeire 
as the National Guard is inarchmg along, three cidxens, after 
having Ulcen the civic oath, "left the ranks," and, on being 
called back, "to make them fall in," one, dther impatient or in 
iU-bumor, "replied with an indecent gesture"; the pc^ulac^ 
taking it as an insult, instantly rush at them, and shoving asidk 
the municipal body and the National Guards, wound one and 
kill the other two.* A fortnight after, in the same town, several 
young ecclesiastics are massacred, and "the corpse of one of 
them remains tliree days on a manure heap, the relatives not 
being allowed lo bury it." About the same date, in a village of 
sabot-makers, fin' leagues from Autun, four ecclesiastics provided 
with passports, among ihcm a bishop and his two grand-vicars, 
are arrested, thon uxamitied, robbed, and murdered by the 
peasantry. — Bdoiv ;\utuii, especially in the district of Roaune, 
the viUagers bum the rent-rolls of national property; the volun- 
teers put property-owners to ransom; both, apart from each 
other or together, give themselves up "to every excess and to 
every sort of iniquity against those whom they suspect of inch 
isme under pretense of religious opinions." " However obhiscated 

" Allow mc to appeal lo yoti fur jusiice and lo iDIcrat yoiinclT in bdutlT of my brother, aj* 
■el^ and li^e scrv'^nb, who E>n (Itc i4Eh uf .ScplFialicr lut, at Ihc onkr of the munidpatity ol 
La Rocbt^n-Bresvy, where we have lived for three years, wen arreated by the naiioruil panl 
of Saulieu, and, firtt impruoned here in thit EDwn, were on the iSlh tnuuferrcd to SsDUr, no 
Raaon lor our detention bein^ ^iven, and where we liave in x-aia dnuajidcd a trial from Iba 
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^ "An±ivei NatiDDalca/' F',^g76. Letten 
nd li.—l6ld.. F'. 3,ij}. Letter d lh< 
■HI, 111. 3j8.— De Lavaleilc, " Minioiie.," 1. ICO. 
•"ArcWva Nationalea," F', 3,155. Letter of the d 
t. Fourteen volunteer) oFthecaoton of Ntroadehet 
Ico belonging 10 M. I>ulieu, a iii|fpohed fmigri, lltey e«act too franca &aiB the keqia ol 
dl of the bouie under penalty of death, which he givei them.— Letter uf the Huai, 
raiK aiE daily beeoiniug a nullity. Juta-4t^mx before whoa 
ot report them, nor tr>' dlirens who catiH Ihenuelvea to be ban<L 
~ ur of being inahnrnteJ or pillaged br ilie*e T*^mnfr- 
■n."— letter of the aaiae, Aug. ai.— OlEgial repuit ufihe uiiuikipoluy orCluittieii, Sept. *, 
ea (^ dtatrvciiDD of the mit-iolL. '^ Wt^ Tt.ifri:>tiiiLa U' iiu;m tUtt uut having liseceatca^ 
B»bd la oppoao tham, since tliey UjcjoMdvea n-eic the force, we wonld retire"— Letter flf ■• 
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Roland's mind may be by the philosophic gcoeralities with which 
it is filled, he has long inspected manufactures in this countiy; 
the name of eveiy place is familiar to him; objects and fonns 
are this time clearly defined to his arid imagination, and he be- 
gins to see things through and beyond mere words. 

Madame Roland rests her finger on Lyons, so familiar to her 
two years before ; she becomes excited against "the quadruple 
aristocracy of the town, petty nobles, priests, heavy merchants, 
and limbs of the law ; in short, those formerly known as honest 
folks, according to the insolence of the ancient regime " ; ' she 
now finds there an aristocracy of another kind, that of the gutter. 
Following the example of Paris, the Lyons clubbists, led by 
Charlier, have arranged for a massacre on a grand scale of the 
evil-disposed or suspected; another ringleader, Dodieu, has 
drawn up a list hy name of two hundred aristocrats to be hung; 
on the gth of September, women with pikes, the maniacs of the 
suburbs, bands of " the unknown," collected by the central club,* 
undertake to clean out the prisons. If the butchery is not equal 
to that of Paris, it is because the National Guard, more ener- 
getic, interferes just at the moment when a Parisian emissary, 
Saint- Charles, reads off a list of names in the prison of Roanne, 
ahready taken &om the prison register. But, in other places, it 
arrives too late. — Eight oflicers of the Royal- Pologne regiment, 
in garrison at Auch, some of them having been in the service 
twenty and thirty years, had been compelled to resign owing to 
the insubordination of their men ; but, at the express desire of 
the Minister of War, they had patriotically remained at their 
posts, and, in twenty days of laborious marching, they had led 
their regiment from Auch to Lyons. Three days after thar 
arrival, seized at night in their beds, conducted to Pierre-Enciz^ 
pelted with stones on the way, kept in secret confinement, and 
with frequent and prolonged examinations, all this merely places 
^ir services and their innocence in stronger light They are 

A— dt Uadui RobiB^" puUiibtd bj Maibm lfa—~l da I^b^ f. 
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* " Aidam Huthmiilw." F*, 3,**$.-~hmtt ct t^ ai»jer tad mwidfill cUcoKitLfama, 
Aug. 1.— Later of (be <kpD>y / uKumf Oi the eonvmiK^ Auf. 19. — CopT of ■ leliB hf 
Dodim, Ad2, it. (Roland nplia iriA Govutonulioo ud Hji that then mot be a pni*. 
cmkn.) — Official report of the <)lh ef Septonber, and leturof the minildpaElT, SepC ii.~> 
MefDotkl of dK officsi of tbo Rorol-Pologiie ngiaMnt, SqM. 7.— Letts of M. Peftfnf, 
bther-in-law of one of the offion ibia, Sapt i^ — MoctIinv.Tawiiu^ IIL 34a.— OriDv dl 
HtaiiUen, I. iif.— BdqFdar, " Hktofee dn pavph dt l^to,' ft. 
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iakcQ from the prison bjr the Jacobin populace ; erf' tbe e^t^ 
seven are killed in the street, and four priests alooK with them. 
while the display of their work by the murderers is still more 
brazen than at Paris. They parade the heads of the dead all 
nig^t on the ends of their pikes; they cany them to the Place 
des Teireaux into the coffee-houses ; they set them on the tables 
and derisively offer them beer ; they then light torches, enter Ae 
C^lestins theatre, and, marching on the stage with theii trophies 
mingle together real and mock tragedy, — The epilogue is both 
grotesque and horrible. Roland, at the bottom of the file, finds 
a letter from his colleague, Danton,' who begs him to release the 
officers, already three months massacred, "for," says Danton, 
"if no charge can be found agaiost them, it would be crying 
injustice to keep them longer in irons." Roland's clerk makes ■ 
minute on Danton's letter: "This matter disposed ot" At this, 
I imagine the couple looking at each other in silence. Madame 
Roland may remember that, at the beginning of the Revolution, 
she herself demanded heads, especially " two illustrious heads," 
and hoped "that the National Assembly would formally try 
them, or that some generous Decius" would devote himself to 
"striking them down."* Her prayers are granted. The trial b 
about to begin in the regular way, and the Decius she hac 
invoked is everywhere found throughout France. 

The south-east comer remains, that Provence, described to 
bim by Barbaroux as the last retreat of philosophy and freedooo. 
Roland follows the Rhdne down with his finger, and on both 
banks he finds, as he passes along, the usual characteristic mis 
deeds. — On the right bank, in Cantal and in the Gard, "the de- 
fenders of the country" fill their pockets at the expense of rate- 

■"AnUnaNitloniki^'* Letter 04' Dnton, Oct j. 

*"biidanirHadua*R(iliiiH],''b;rDaubui,aa. Lener of MkIviic Robad u Bmc, Jnlr 
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IMcluinrike dtem dam, ymiamill ," Ibid., May 17, 179a: "Our ntn] disiictiaa 

nach dimtkScd wMi the decRC od (codd ptivilfigtx. . . A re f orm ii Dccoury, in wlil^ 
aan cUtcuu mDil be buraL It vould n« be ■ Kjioiu evil were Ibere n« »me dinger of 
Iha sKmia of the Serotutioii pnfitiDg by Iheie duciatena to leHea Ilie eonfidem of tiM 
people in the N«tioD«l A9aDb1y."--Sept- 97, 1790 "The went puty ie nicceBlu]: it b 
fatgMtea that iudmctlon ii die most Bcred of dtjtn when Ibe anmiiy it En duiker. "^ 

ladiridiul; but the citiien ibonld draw sa nacy, em to Ida fttha, lAen dm pobBe «fl 

l(n in u Kike." 
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payeis designated by themselves;' this forced subscription is 
called "a voluntaiy gift." "Poor laborers at Nisraes were taxed 
50 francs, others 200, 300, 900, 1,000, under penalty of devasta- 
tion and of bad treatment." In the country near Tarascon the 
volunteers, returning to the old-fashioned ways of brigands, 
brandish the sabre over the mother's head, threaten to smother 
the aunt in her bed, hold the child over a deep well, and thus 
extort from the farmer or proprietor even as much as 4,000 01 
5,000 francs ; generally he keeps silent, for, in case of complaint, 
he is sure to have his buildings burnt and his ohve trees cut 
down.*— On the left bank, in the Is&re, Lieutenant-colonel Spen- 
deler, seized by the populace of Tullins, was murdered, and then 
suspended by his feet to a tree on the roadside ; ' in the Drdme, 
the volunteers of Gard forced the prison at Mont^imait and 
hacked an innocent person to death with a sabre ; * in Vaucluse, 
the pillaging is general and constant. With all public oflices in 
their hands, and they alone admitted into the National Guard, 
the old brigands of Avignon, with the municipality for their 
accomplice, sweep the town and raid about the country; in 
town, 450,000 francs of "voluntary gifts" are handed over to 
the GlaciJre murderers by the friends and relatives of the dead ; 

I "Aichlro Nidonala," F', 3,*«. Repon of the toaaraxaij, member nf dH! Cull) 
d bnJwj . Oct 14. On the i6th of Oclalwr at Chiudeiuguei [he Tulmiieen bnsk oiieii ■ 

■arg. The mror of the pUce, in nnifgmi, teadi Ihem Ui ihe dwelEngi of ■rinocnci, uglni 
Aeu on ED filk^; dkef cnta- a Ddmber of houta bjr force and euci wine. The nen dar 
ml St. Unac dwr bmdc into the bouic of die former cui^ dewtue or [allage it, and " idl 
Ui fomitiin to diEfeicDf pcnoni in the Drighbarhood" The kamc malmcnt is awarded lo 
aiwr Vnoier. maTor. and to dame Lnalelte; their cellan are Ibtco] open, bamk af wina 
an taken to the public iquan, fauceta pal in, and drunk. After tbit " tho talunleer^ go b 
aqnadi bto the ndghboridg paiiibea and conpcL the inhabitants to give them money or 
iflecti." The cammiHaiy and muucipa] oSiceii di Sl Unase aho cried to mediate wen 
vearlr kiHed "^ vere lared ocdy through the eSbrti of a detachment of regular cavabr. At 
to dw Jacobia major of Chaudesaifue^ it wai natural that he ahontd preach pillage ; on Iha 
tall of the eiKcti of the nuni " he kept all bidden away, aod bad thing! knocked down lo 
Um for ftLmoat nothing.'* 

■ " Aichiva Natianalei," P >, 3,117. Latter of Caitanet, an old geDdanne, Miimea, An|. 
n. — Tdlo of U. Griolct, tyndic-atlonieT of the Card, Sepc S i " I beg, nr, that thii Icttn 
B17 be coniiderEd ai coniideniia] : I pray you, do Dot corapraiuke me."— Lata of U. Gilka, 
JmtfJl-t<dt at RocqnemauTE. OcL 31 |wilh ofBcial iepcin(>. 

i^'Aidirvea Nadonala," F', 3.937. Letter of the municipal officer! of TnDint, Sept. a. 

'"ArchinsNaiionala," F', 3,190, Letter oC Danion, Oct j.— Memorial of M. Cadmit 
Aniliffiet (with docuinentl in support of it}. Hia um had been locked up by mtalake. instead 
of another Avdif&el, belonging lathe Comtat^ he waa sabred in priiop Aug. 15. Repon nf 
Iba Burgeon, Oct 17 : " T^ wounded man has two gashes mcne on the bead, rme on the 1 ill 
check, and the right leg ii paialyied : he has been so roughly treated m carrying him fmm 
pkoo tspiamaf la brfajg oa an abaccas en tbewniti if be li kept there bcarill soon die.'- 
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in the couDtiy, ransoms of i,ooo and to,ooo friiia are impoied 
on rich cultivators, to say nothing of the orgies of conquest and 
the pleasures of despots, money forcibly obtained in honor of 
innumeratde liberty trees, banquets at a cost of five or six ban- 
dred francs, paid for by extorted funds, revelling of cveiy sort 
and unrestnuned havoc on the invaded farms; ' in short, eraj 
abuse characteristic of force, delighting in brutality and ptond 
of its perform an ces. 

Following this long line of murders and robbery, the Minister 
reaches Marseilles, and I imagine him stopping at this city some- 
what dumbfounded. Not that he is anywise astonished at pop- 
ular murdeis ; undoubtedly he has had advices of them fixan 
Aix, Aubagne, Apt, Brignolles, and Eyguiires, while there are a 
series of them at Marseilles, one in July, two in August, and two 
in September ; • but this he must be accustomed to. What dis- 
turbs him here is to see the national bond dissolving ; he sees 
departments breaking away, new, distinct, independent, complete 
governments forming on the basis of popular sovereignty ; pub- 
licly and officially, they keep funds raised for the central 
government for local uses; they institute penalties against their 
inhabitants seeking refiige in France; they oi^nise tribunals, 
levy taxes, raise troops, and undertake military expeditions.* 
Assembled together to elect representarives to the Convendoa, 
the electors of the Bouches-du-Rhdne were, additionally, dis- 
posed to establish throughout the department " the reign of liberty 

■ " Archivca Nutioiulci," F<. 3,19$. Lcturof U. Anucl, pRHkntor lb* bumu of con- 
dliuiiHi, Oct. iS. — ttter or ui inlubiBiit of AngiHin, Oct 7.— Oibcr kocn without Agu^ 
him.— LcDcr of H. CiUs, futi-dt-^iaji, Jul 13, 1793. 

■PibR, "Hinoin At MmeiUa." 11, 473 mid fblkxiring pags.— "Aichim tl»rion«h»," 
f I 3-I95' Letter of Ihe WuiUi«r of Justice, M. <lc Joly {with luii^oTling docuipenti), Ao^ 
6,— Offiicul npDiti of tht MarKillta nunidpiUty, July 31, n, i}.— Offida] icpott of th* 
munkiptLlity of Aix, Aug. 34- — Letter of the »yzulJc-*tton>ey rX the <Sc]>ikrtinait (with ■ \rMs 
of the mmucipalily of Aubagne), Sept. 2Vj etc, in which M- JounSin, a nuauteriiil offitxr. Il 
■ cctiied of "arislDctiicy.*' A guard ii auigued 10 him- About mLdiiL£h[ the giiud is am- 
come, he is carried ofl^ and theo killed in tpite of the eottcatiei of his wife and too. Tlu 
letter of the uitDicifAlilr ends with the foUowidg : " Their lamentadODt pierced our bcar^ 
But, alut who CBS niu the Fiench people when uDUKdT We Temiin, gentleiu^ my 
cordially yours, the municipal officcri of Aubagne," 

*MeitiiniT, XIIL ;6a Act palled by the adminiunlan of the Bouchei-du-RhADa, Aug. 
3, " fbrtiiciding qiedal coUcccara &otn heticefbrth paying taacs with the nadofui neamiy." — 
IbiJ., 744. A report by Roland, llie department of Var, having called a meeiing of cm^ 
Binaries at Avignon to ptovide lor the defense of thoe legiona, the Minista- laya ; ** Thii 
tfep, subrcitivfl of all government, nullifies ibc general regulations ri the enciitire powtr-** 
— ."Ardiives Nalianaka," F\ 3,195. Dclibentior of the three administTativcliDdiei aann 
■t HarviUea. Nov, 5, 179a.— Pedtiand'AnHliiii, nciticen rif iliigiiiiii iiiiillin l» Flili 
- ncfiheSi' "' 
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and equality," and to this effect they found, says one of them, 
"an army of 1,300 heroes to purge the districts in which the 
bourgeois aristocracy still raises its bold, imprudent head." Con- 
sequently, at Sonas, Noves, St. R6aiy, Maillane, Eyrages, Grave- 
son, Eygui^es, extended over the territory consisting of the 
districts of Tarascon, Aries and Salon, these twelve hundred 
heroes are authorised to get a living out of the inhabitants at 
pleasure, while the rest of the expenses of the expedition are to 
be borne "by suspected citizens."' These expeditions arc pro- 
longed six weeks and more; one of them goes outside of the 
department, to Monosque, in the Basses-AIpes, and Monosque, 
obliged to pay 104,000 francs to its "saviors and fathers," as an 
indemnity for travelling expenses, writes to the Minister that, 
henceforth, it can no longer meet his impositions. 

What kind of improvised sovereigns are these who have insti- 
tuted perambulating brigandage? Roland, on this point, has 
simply to question his friend Barbaroux, their president and the 
executive agent of their decrees. " Nine hundred persons," Bar- 
baroux himself writes, "generally of slight education, impatiently 
listening to conservatives, and yielding all attention to the effer- 
vescent, cunning in the diffusion of calumnies, petty suspicious 
minds, a few men of integrity but unenlightened, a few enlight- 
ened but cowardly ; many of thetn patriotic, but without judg- 
ment, without philosophy"; in short, a Jacobin dub, and 
Jacobin to such an extent as to "make the hall ring with 
applause' OD receiving the news of the September massacre"; in 
the foremost ranks, " a crowd of men eager for office and money, 

> " Aidiha NuioDila," CII. L ji Offidil Report of the Electanl ABcnblir of Boo- 
Aa-<li>Rlifoc, SepL 4. "To deftmr dw erpcnaq of thii VKpoidituit the ayndic-aDiinkCT df 
ifae dinrict of TuttcoD u AudioriKd to dnvtipm (hccoUeclcTofitunpfl tud of thcngiMij, 
■ad in hldhkoii Ihemo oo the coUectv 1/ tUiect bxUiOD. Hie erpeuei of this cYpeditioa 
will be btine by the end-rtvohjtioiuuT jiginton who have nude it necetiuy, A Uit, thcr^ 
Hare, b 10 be drtvn up uid Knt to the Xbqodii] Auemhtj. The comminionen will be an- 
powcm l to (uapnid tHe diiiHct idninistration*, nuDidpid officen. and genenlly all public 
timclioDsriei who, through imatnima or ioipiDper conduct, ihill hive endangered the public 
wetL Tbey nuy even amst Ihrm u well u luspccled ddieiu. They wiD »e that the law 
RfU^Dff Cheditanmilff of luipected cidjent knd the haniihmaiE nfprieiti be &ithfully e«H 
ailed."— /«*, F', 3,I9J. Letter of Ttuchemenl, commiiuiy of the deputment, Not. ij.— 
Memorial of the c^nJuuBity of Ey^ui^rfe aod letter of ttie uunidpality of Eyguibq, Sept 
■3.— Letter of M. JaubeR, Kcnuiy of the Salon popular dub. Oct. »: "The depinmail 
of Bouchca-du-RhSne ha> for a month pan been ravaged by coffimiuiona. . . The do. 
md we now ttagger under the much moie burdemame yulv of a 
IB of dw depaitment in September and Octobci, 179a (with n^ 
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ctemd denunciators, imagining trouble or exiggeraling it to eh- 
tain fcr themselves lucrative commtssioHS /" ^ in other wirds, the 
usual pack of hungry appetites in full chase. — Perfectly to com- 
prehend them, Roland has only to examine the last file, that of 
the neighboring departments, and consider their colleagues in 
Var. In this great wreck of reason and of integrity, which is 
termed the Jacobin Revolution, a few stray waifs still float on tlic 
surface; many of the department administrations are composed 
of liberals, friends of order, intelligent men, upright and firm de- 
fenders of the law. Such was the Diitxtory of Var.' To gel 
rid of it the Toulon Jacobins contrived an ambush worthy of the 
Borgias and Oliverettos of the sixteenth century.* On the 28th 
of July, in the forenoon, Sylvestre, president of the club, dis- 
tributed among his trusty men in the suburbs and purlieus of the 
town an enormous sack of red caps, while he posted his squads 
in convenient places. In the mean time the municipal body, his 
accomplices, formally present themselves at the department 
bureau, and invite the administrators to join them in fraternising 
vritb the people. The administrators, suspecting nothing, accom- 
pany them, each arm in arm with a municipal officer or delegate 
of the club. They scarcely reach the square when there rushei 
upon it &om every avenue a troop of red-caps lying in wait 
The syndic-attorney, the vice-president of the department, and 
two other administrators, are seized, cut down and hung; an- 
other, M. Debaux, succeeding in making his escape, hides away, 
scales the ramparts during the night, breaks his thigh and lies 
there on the ground ; he is discovered the next morning ; a band, 

■ "AichiveiNaliarulei,"F', 3,196.— Lctten and pedliaii oTciliieiiilcSkdat No*., int^ 
Feb. 17, mi, uhI VcnioH 3, ytu III. ; " Towaidi ihc middle of Sept. i/^t (oU ■trtc), 
tome Maneilles brigiiidi broke into ■ house of mine near Api. No coDtcst widi cwiriiic 
nway lix loads of fuminiTe . - . Uiej broke the immn ud wood-worii." The dama^ ii 
euuniied at 8o,<ioo fniDci. Report of the executive council accmiliiiE to (tus olBdal MMb- 
mentor the municipality of Gate. On the ajthof SepiRnberMonlbrion, conumaioiHref tb* 

On Rachjng Apt Monlhrion and bia coUea^ue Bergier have the vehidei unloaded, puniBC tbfl 
meat valuable effecti on one cart, which iher appropciale to ihemielvea, ukI diive *wmj whk 
it u> iome diatuce out of aight, paying the driver out o( their own pockeli; "No doofat 

of the adminiitntJOD of the dquilmenL" — De Sadea, (he author of " Juuijx^'' pfamda U« 
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led by Jassaud, a harbor-Iaborei, and by Lemaille, calling him 
self "town hanger," come and raise him up, can; him away in 
a bairow, and hang him at the first lantern. Other bands de- 
spatch the public prosecutor in the same &ahion, a districi 
administrator, a merchant, and then, spreading over the country, 
pillage and slay among the country houses. — In vain has the 
commandant of the place, M. Ditmerbion, entieated the munici- 
pality to proclaim martial law. Not only does it refuse, but it 
enjoins him to order one-half of his troops back to their barracks. 
By way of an of&et, it sets free a number of soldiers condemned 
to the galleys, and all that are confined for insubordination. — 
Henceforth every shadow of discipline vanishes, and, in the fol- 
lowing month, murders multiply. M. de Possel, a navy admin- 
istrator, is taken from his dwelling, and a rope is passed around 
his neck; he is saved just in time by a bombardier, the secretary 
of the club. M. Senis, caught in his country-house, is hung on 
the Place du Vieux Palais. Desidery, a captain in the navy, the 
curf of La Valette, and M. de Sacqui des Thourets, are decap- 
itated in the suburbs, and their heads are brought into town on 
the ends of three poles. M, de Flotte d'Argenson, vice-admiral, 
a man of Herculean stature, of such a grave aspect, and so 
austere that he is nicknamed the "Fire EUrml," is treacherously 
enticed to the entrance of the Arsenal, where he sees the lantern 
already dropping; he seizes a gun, defends himsdf, yields to 
numbers, and after having been' slashed with sabres, is bung. 
M. de Rochemaure, a major-general of marines, is likewise 
sabred and hung in the same manner ; a main artery in the neck, 
severed by the blow of the sabre, spouts Mood from the corpse 
and forms a pool on the pavement; Barry, one of the execu- 
tioners, washes his hands in it and sprinkles the by-standeis as if 
bestowing a blessing on them. — Barry, Lemaille, Jassaud, Syl- 
vestre, and other leading assassins, the new kings of Toulon, 
suffidendy resemble those of Paris. Add to these a certain 
Figon, who gives audience in his garret, straightens out sodal 
inequalities, forces the daughters of lai^e &rmers to many poor 
republicans, and rich young men to marry prostitutes,' and, 

'"SooToun.'l^uun'lxl of M. X . M. X wd y> wUg, uoppsl b Plaidr, 

wen broughl to Pun by i memba of the cenunune, ■ udiH, budj-kfgat CeUdw facmatT ■ 
BOO ui hifl puuh drnzdi, bntvcd vub ihe doctnoet of ths ioij ud i dctenbincd let. 
Al tb« villaja irf SubDb llvf pMKil the hooaeof IL dalirrj, BxldiiBuic^OTbi 
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taking the lists furnished by the dub or neighboring municipal* 
ities, ransoming all the well-to-do and opulent persons inscribed 
on them. In order that the portraiture of the band may be com- 
plete, it must be noted that, on the 23d of August, it attempted 
to set free the sixteen hundred convicts ; the latter, not compre- 
hending that they were wanted for political allies, did not dare 
sally forth, or, at least, the reliable portion of the National 
Guard arrived in time to put their chains on again. But here 
its efforts cease, while for more than a year public authority 
remains in the hands of a faction which, as far as public order is 
concerned, does not even entertain the sentiments of a convict. 
More than once during the course of this long review the 
Minister must have been conscious of a blush of shame ; for, to 
the reprimands despatched by him to these lisdess administra- 
tions, they reply by citing himself as an example : " You desire 
us to bring arbitrary arrests before the public prosecucor ; have 
you denounced similar and yet greater crimes committed at the 
capital ? " ^ — From all quarters come the cries of the oppressed 
appealing to " the patriot Minister, the sworn enemy of anarchy," 
to "the good and incorruptible Minister of the Interior, . . . 
his only reproach, the good sense of his wife," and his sole 
return for this is condolence and dissertations : " To lament the 
events which so grievously distress the province, all administra- 
tions being truly useful when they forestall evils, it being ver> 
sad to be obliged to resort to such remedies, and recommend to 
them a more active supervision."* "To lament and find conso- 
lation in the observations made in the letter," which 'announces 
four murders, but calls attention to the fact that "the victims im- 
molated are anti-revolutionists."^ He has carried on written 

■n income of 50,00* fiancs, and the lover of Saunier, an opem-dancer. "He b a good Id- 
low/' nrrlaimit the bandy-legged conductor: " we have just made him manry. Look here, 
we aald to him, it is time that was put a stop to I Down with prgudices I Marquises and 
dancers ought to marry each other. He made her his wife, and it is well he did; otherwiaa 
he would have been done for before this, or caged behind die Luxonbourg waOs." — Fhfr 
there, on passing a chiteau in progress of demolition, the former chairJetter quotes Rons* 
Mfto : " For every chAteau that fidls, twenty cottages rise in its place." His mind was stand 
wbk similar phrases and tirades, uttered by him as the oocasioQ wammted. This man may 
be oooaidexed as an excellent specimen of the average Jacobin. 

■"AicfaiTesNationales,*' F^ 3,907. Letter of the administzaton of the Cdte d'Or to the 
Mhitorr, Oct. 6, 179a. 

'"Aiddres Nationales," F^ 3,195. Letter of the admlnistFatan of Ae Boucbes>dii- 
RhAiie^ Oct 09, and die Mimster^s answer on the margin. 

*" Aidii?ea NatJopales," F^ 3,949. Letter of the adm liiisliimw of ifaie Ome^ Sept 7, and 
■w Minlitei^t Hply noted on uie margini 
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dialogues with the village municipalities, and given lessons in 
constitutional taw to communities of pot-breakers.' But, on this 
territory, he is defeated by his own principles, while the pure 
Jacobins read hira a lesson in turn ; they, likewise, are able to 
deduce the consequences of their own creed. "Brother and 
Friend, Sir," write those of Rouen, "twt to be always ai the knees 
ffftke municipality, we have declared ourselves permanent, delib- 
erative sections of the Commune." * Let the so-called consti- 
tuted authorities, the formalists and pedants of the Executive 
Council and the Minister of the Interior, look twice before cen- 
suring the exercise of popular sovereignty. This sovereign bfts 
its voice and drives its clerks back into their boles ; spoliation and 
murder, all is just that it has done. "Can you have forgotten 
that, after the tempest, as you yourself declared in the height 
of the storm, it is the nation which saves itself? Well, sir, this 
is what we have done.' . . What! when all France was 
resounding with that long expected proclamation of the abolition 
of tyranny, you were willing that the traitors, who strove to re- 
establish it, should escape public prosecution I My God, what 
century is this in which we find such Ministers I " Arbitrary 
taxes, penalties, confiscations, revolutionary expeditions, nomadic 
garrisons, pillagings, what fault can be found with all that p 
"We do not pretend that these are legal ways; but, drawing 




bg the deputid of (he Nk- 

: wbicfa, ttH m 
10 Longer revoke the pinrcn h hai balowed, without ft UKal mbrcib 
* All the docunienu bekaginB to Ihii a&ir onchl lo be given ; then !■ 
x hidicioiu, lud apecully the wrk oT ihe lecietuT-deric. " W* 
on^hnTeulORDeiiiber tbiu theMdminiAtntonorthBdiitnctofSeiilia nnve to jdiiy dkepiit 

■ LetlB of the cenEiml bureau of the Rduch ledioill^ Alls. 3°^ 

■ " Archirei NalimiiW," F ', 3,19s. Letter of the thne ndnuiuitntive bodie* iind caa- 
niwuici of the leclioDi of UuiciUei, No*. 15, 1791. Letter of Ilie elmon li BoucbeKlB- 
RhSoc, Nov. iB.~<Famu of politenes Be omilted 11 ihe md of Ihoe Ictten, tutl do doubc 
pmpcaehr,) Rolud tepliei (Dec 31) : " While fiiUy admirizig the dnim of the brave Mar- 
•eilka people, . . Idooot fn%«grte withjcpoontheeierciieof popnlwBTenignty." 
Hecndi bjr Mating thatill their letlen iriih repliei have beeo tnoimiited lothtdcpn- 
tie* of the Boacbetda-Rhfliie, and thu the latter an In accord with hiin and will ai^ 
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nearer to nature, we demand what object the oppressed have m 
▼iew in invoking justice. Is it to lag behind and vainly pursae 
an equitable adjustment which is rendered fleeting by judicial 
foms ? Correct these abuses or do not complain of the sovereign 
people suppressing them in advance. . • . You, sir, with so 
many reasons for it, would do well to recall your insults and 
redeem the wrongs you have inflicted before we happen to ren- 
der them puUic" . . . '^ Citizen Minister, people flatter you ; 
you are told too often that you are virtuous; the moment this 
gives you pleasure you cease to be so. • . • Discard the 
astute brigands who surround you, listen to the people, and re- 
member that a citizen Minister is merely the executor of the sover- 
eign win of the people." However narrow Roland may be, he 
must finally comprehend that the innumerable robberies and 
murders which he has conned over are not a thoughtless erup- 
tion, a passing crisis of delirium, but a manifesto of the victori- 
ous party, the beginning of an established regimen. Under this 
system, write the Marseilles Jacobins, '^to-day, in our happy 
region, the good rule over the bad^ and form a boify which allows 
mo contamination ; whatever is vicious is in concealment or exier* 
wdnated^^ — ^The programme is very precise, and acts form its 
commentary. This is the programme which the fection, through- 
out the inteni^^um, sets openly before the doctors. 
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Wb now readi the second stage of tlie Jacobin ccmqneat 
AAer August lo the Jacobins, for three cotisecutive months, 
tend and multiply aD vacancies from the top to the bottom of the- 
hierarchy, for the purpose of filling them with their own 
In tbe fiiBt place, the &ction installs representativea on tb» 
'73 
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mits of public authority which represent itself almie, seven hi 
dred and forty-nine omnipotent deputies, in a Convention whicfaj 
curbed neither by collateral powers nor by a previously estab- 
lished constitution, disposes at pleasure of the property, the lives 
and the consciences of all French people. — ^After this, thiou^ 
thb scarcely installed convention, it decrees the complete renewal * 
of all administrative and judicial bodies, councils and directories 
of departments, councils and Commune municipalities, civile 
criminal and commercial tribunals, justices and their assistants in 
the lower courts, deputies of the justices, national commissaries 
of the dvil courts, with secretaries and bailifi belonging to the 
various tribunals and administrations.* The obligation of having 
practiced as a lawyer is abolished by the same stroke, so that the 
first comer, if he belongs to the dub, may become a judge with- 
out knowing how to write, and even without being able to read.* 
— ^Just before this the staff of the National Guard, in all towns 
above fifty thousand souls, and afterwards in all the towns on 
the firontier, has again passed through the electoral sieve.* In 
Hke manner, the officers of the gendarmerie at Paris and through- 
out France once more undergo an dection by their men. 
Finally, all post-masters and post-office comptrollers have to 
submit to election. — ^Again, this administrative weeding reaches 
all fimctionaries and employees not elective alongside of or be- 
low those who are, no matter how insignificant their service may 
be, however feebly and indirectiy their office may be connected 
with political matters, such as tax receivers and assessors, direct- 
ors and other agents of streams and forests, engineers, notaries, 
attorneys, derks and scribes belonging to the administrative 
bureaus, all of whom are subject to dismissal if they do not ob- 
tain a certificate of civism from their municipality : at Troycs, 

> Duvergier, "Collection des lots et d6crets,'* decrees of Sept aa and Oct 29^ 1799. Tte 
electoral assemblies and clubs had already proceeded in many places to renew on dieir mm 
authority the decree rendering their appointments valid. 

'The necessity of placing Jacobins everywhere is well shown in die following lettort 
*' Please designate by a cross, on the margin of the jury-panel for your district, those Jaoo 
fains that it will do to put on the list of 200 for the next quarter. We require patriots." (Let 
ter from the attorney-general of Doubs, Dec 33, 1799. Sauzay, III. aaa) 

* Potion, " M6moires " (Ed. Dauban), p. 1 18 : " The justice who accompanied 
talkative, but could not speak a word of French. He told me that he had been a 1 
before he became a justice, having taken this office on patriotic grounds. He 
draw up a statement and give me a guard of two gendarmes ; he did not know how» w I dfe 
tatfld to Um what to say ; but my patience was severely taxed by his incredibly dov 

'Decrws of Jnfy 6^ Aug. 15 and so. Sept 36, 1790. 
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out of fifteen notaries, it is refused to four,' which leaves four 
places to be filled by their Jacobin clerks. At Paris,* "aU honest 
folks, all clerks who are educated," are driven out of the navy 
offices; the war department is getting to be "a den where every- 
body on duty wears a red cap, where all thee-and-thou each 
other, even the Minister, where four hundred employees, among 
which are a number of women, show off in the dirtiest dress, 
affect the coolest cynicism, do nothing, and steal on all sides." — 
Under the denunciation of the clubs, the broom is applied even 
at the bottom of the hierarchical scale, even to secretaries of 
village mayoralties, to messengers and call-boys in the towns, to 
jail-keepers and door<keepers, to beadles and sextons, to foresters, 
field-custodians, and others of this class.' All these persons must 
be, or appear to be. Jacobin ; otherwise, their place slips away 
from them, for there is always some one to covet it, apply for it 
and take it. — Outside of employees the sweeping operation 
reaches the commissariat ; even here there are the faithfiil to be 
provided for, and nowhere is the bait so large. The State, in 
ordinary times, is always the largest of consumers, and, at this 
moment, it is expending monthly, merely on the war, two hun> 
dred millions extra. What fish may be caught in these disturbed 
waters 1 * Al! these lucrative orders as well as paid employees 

■ DecRe of Nor. i, 1794. — Alberl Babau. 11, 14. 3^ 40, 

*DuniourKi| 111. j^. 355, — Miot de Melito, "UimaJT^" I. 31. 33. — GmwDOT MoRi% 
kuerof Fcb.It, 1793: " The guic of dUorEanuuion ippein u be liRn*(&>ble; TbevoL 
!ty u mdi that, tf Am be K 

• "ArehnraNuioiuJei," F', ; 
J, 1793. TlieT (kncmnR ■ peDti 
itfMt effi ot Iheir pbca. nody all 

uwl] pUcfi he hid ia the atdgnrnt manuliiciar , becMiae, he u^m. " the ipoef insignifkaiil 

tDumourie*. III. 339— MdUaa. "Mjminrei." 17. "Eight diyi lAer hii iniullMioa ■* 
UiBtUa of Wir, BeunonviHe conreued lo me thai he hid been oRered lumi to the unount 
ctf socsooo &aaa to lend himtelf id embenlemenli." He Cries to tveep out the vsmia ot 
nealinf empleyeei. ukd is fbnhwiih denounced by MAnt-^BuinrDUA. "M^oiontA" (Ed 
Diubu). (LeOerof Feb. j, 1793.) "I found the Minuter of Ihe IntErior in uui u lb* 
obnuiacy of Vkilii who vanbcd him lo viotaie Ihe lav of Oct jt, 1791 (on pnunotun)." 
Vltili hud been in Ihe lervicfl onty lour monthi. imtcnd of fite yean, u the Uw required, and 
the Minislei did noldareta nuke an eneny of a man if » much Influence in the daha. 
Buchei elRoui, XXVIIl. 19 (■• Publiqadon da piicet Riadvet an 31 Mai," at Caen, bj 
Bogoing, June 98, 1793^- "My fitend learned that the place had been given u anoLher. 
who had paid yt teiih to the deputy, — The placn in Ihe biinaiu. the anruei, the 
liofu and conunu^oEu art eitiouued at o^ootl I'he depudei of the Mouncaio ha 
dupoaal of them and ^ei iheir price an them, the ralea beiog almoat publicly ati 
number cicatly in.-n-ea during the foUooini year (MaDet-Dupao, II. ]«, M 
"Tbe public employeea al the capital alone aowuDI to 3],doo." 
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are at die dispodtion of the Jacobin people, and it makes the 

distribution of them ; it is a lawful proprietor, who comes home 
after a long absence and gives or withdraws his custom as he 
pleases, while he makes a clean sweep in his own household.-^ 
The administrative and judicial services alone number 1,300,000 
places, all those in the treasury department, in that of public 
works, in that of public education, and in the Church ; all posts 
m the National Guard and in the army, from that of commander- 
in-chief down to a drummer; the whole of the central or local 
power, with the vast patronage flowing from this. Never was 
a pile of similar booty got together at one time on a public 
square. Lots will be drawn, apparently, by vote ; but it is clear 
enough that the Jacobins have no idea of surrendering their 
prey to the chances of a free ballot ; they mean to keep it as 
they got it, by force, and will leave no stone unturned to contrd 
the elections. 

11. 

They begin by opening the way for themselves. From the 
first day ^ a decree has suppressed the feeble and last guarantee 
which the law required in relation to the independence, good- 
standing and competency of the elector and the MgibU, There 
must no longer be any distinction between active and passive 
citizens ; there must be no difference between the qualification 
tax of an elector of the first degree and that of the second de- 
gree; no electoral qualification whatever. All Frenchmen, except 
! domestics, of whom they are distrustful, supposing them under 
their employer's influence, may vote at the primary assemblages, 
and no longer at the age of twenty-five, but at twenty-one, which 
brings to the polls the two most revolutionary groups, on the one 
hand the young, and on the other the indigent, the latter in pro- 
digious numbers in these times of no work, dearth and poverty, 
amounting in all to two millions and a half, and, perhaps, three 
millions of new electors. At Besan9on the number of the reg- 
istered is doubled.^ — ^Thus are the usual clients of the Jacobins 
admitted within the electoral pale, from which they had hitherto 
been excluded,' and, to ensure their coming, their patrons decide 

■Decree of Aug. zi, la, 1799. 

* Sauny, IIL 45. The number bcreasei from 3,000 to 7,00a 

•Dunmd-MaiUaiie, "M^moiret," p. 90: "This proceeding o ou feited tbe Fkench prafo 
llriiil; wUdi had 00 propeitT or tenadtj, into the dominant party at etec^onl aitemblayeo. 
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that every elector obliged to leave his abiding-place "shall re- 
ceive twenty sous mileage," besides " three francs per diem for 
his sojourn." ' 

In gathering together their patrons they at the same time keep 
away their adversaries. Political brigandage, through which 
they dominate and terrify France, has already provided for that. 
So many arbitrary arrests and unpunished murders are a warning 
to all candidates unwilling to join their sect ; and I do not allude 
here to the nobles or friends of the ancient regime that have fled 
or are in prison, but to the Constitutionalists and the Feuillants. 
Any electoral enterprise on their part would be madness, almost 
a suicide. Accordingly, none of them step to the front If any 
discreditable conservative, like Durand-Maillane, appears on the 
list, it is because the revolutionists have adopted him without 
knowing him, and because he is a sworn enemy to royalty.* The 
rest, who are more fiunk, and not disposed to don the popular 
livery and resort to club patronage, carefiilly stay away ; they 
know too well that to do otherwise would mark their heads for 
pikes and their homes for pillage. At the very moment of de- 
positing the vote the domains of several deputies are sacked 
amply because, "on the comparative lists of seven calls by 
name," sent to the departments from Paris by the Jacobins, their 
names are found on the right.' — Through an excess of precau- 
tion the Constitutionalists of the Legislative body are kept at the 
capital, their passports bang refused to them to prevent them 
from returning into the provinces and obtaining votes by publicly 
stating the truth in relation to the recent revolution. — In like 
manner, all conservative journals are suppressed, reduced to 

. . The vaiioiH dub* cuibliihed Is Fnnoc (wen) Ilia nuiBn of the elcakw." tn ifaa 
Boticbcc.du-Riidiie "4DacIcc(on id MaxidlLa, one-iixth of whaia had not the income of ■ 
■hrs mm, dcspoticilly esnmillEd our EIfcioisI AiKoblr. Va ■ tohx wu anowed D> b« 
nacd »EUUt them. Only thooe were elecled whom Barijuwu dcsigna^eil" 

' Decta of Auk. '>> "• "Ardiiva NaDoiukc," CII, jBU 76. OSda] repsR oflha Eltc- 
lon] Aaembly of Ihi Rhdnc-ct-Latc, held al Sl Elienne. Tha declon of St Edoaa 
lemand remmieisiian ihe lamc u the othen, coDiidering >hU Ihey gan diilr tbne fa till 
■une nf. GniiKd. 

■ " Archim t4iti[niile^" CII. i In 31. Officljit repnn of the Electotal AaaBhlr of lb* 
Bouchs^n-RhAne, ipeecti by Dunnd-Mullane: "Coiild I in Ihe Nilioail ConTnlioa b* 
DthcTwiie tluin I have heca in itlAliDD to the Ibnner Louii XVI., who, after hii fli^I oi tin 
asd of June, appeared to me unwDnhy of the Ihmie f Can I do otherwbe l3uo ibhcr nj' 

'Mtnilnr, XlII 69}, leuiDD of .Sept. B, speech by I.ativit>e--."Archivei Tfadonalei,- 
CI1. t to Aj. {Theoffida] reportimalK frequent meplioo of the despatch c^ thti compuatm 
|M, and Ibe JatoUni who (bhI it nquat the Eketoral ABemtily te han it lead fanh«kh.< 
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silence, or compelled to turn palinodists. — Now, when one hai 
no organ for discussion, nor candidate for representative^ of 
what use is it to vote ? Anii especially, since the primajy as- 
semblies are places of disorder and violence,^ patriots alone, in 
many places, being admitted,^ a conservative being "insulted 
and overwhelmed with numbers," and, if lie utters an opinicMi, 
exposed to danger, also, if he remains silent, incurring the risk 
of denunciations, threats, and blows. To keep in the back- 
ground, remain on one side, avoid being seen, and to strive to 
have it forgotten that one exists, is the rule under a pacha, and 
especially when this pacha is the commonalty. Hence the ab 
senteeism of the majority; around the ballot*box there is an 
enormous void. At Paris, in the election of mayor and munici- 
pal officers, the ballottings of October, November and December 
collect together only 14,000 out of 160,000 registered voters, then 
10,000, and, again, 7,000.^ At Besan^on, 7,000 registered voters 
result m less than 600; there is the same proportion in other 

* R6tif de ia Bretonme, " Les Nuits de Paris" Night X. p. 30Z : "Primary assemblies were 
soon formed, the intriguer* were active, electors were nominated, and through the vicious 
sy&tero adopted in the sections, upror-r tock t}:e place of a majority of voices.*' QL Schnudtt 
"Tableaux de la Revolution Fran^t^e," I. 98. Letter of>Damour, vioe-prendent of the !teo- 
tion of the I'hd&trc-Fraii^ais, Oct 29. — " Un S^jour en France," p. 89. "The primaiy 
assemblies are already begun in this department (Pas-de-Calais). We happened to enter a 
church, where we found young Robe^icrre haranguing an audience as small in point of num- 
ber as it was in that of respecubility. In other respects noise made up for all deficiencies.** 

* Albert I^abeau, I. 5x8. At Troyes, Aug. 36, the revolurionists to most of the sections 
have it decided that the relations of an itmgri^ designated as hostages ano the signen of roy- 
alist addresses, shall not be entitled to vote : " llie sovereign people in their primaxy assem- 
bly may admit among its members only pure citizens against whom there is not die sfightest 
reproach " (resolution of the Madeleine section). — Sauzay, III. 47, 49 and following pages. 
At Quingey, Aug. 36, Louvot, working the Chatillon furnaces, along vath a hundred of his 
men armed with clubs, keeps away from the ballot-box the electois of the commune of Cour- 
celles, "suspected ot tncfviswe." — "Archives Nationales," F', 3,917. Letters of Gille$. 
justice in the canton of Roquemaure (Gard), Oct 31, 1792, and Jan. 93, 1793, on the elec- 
toral proceedings employed in this canton : Dutour, president of the club, left his chair to 
support the motion for "lanterning" the cross-grained and all fidse patriots. . . On dfts 
4th of November " he forced contributions by threatemng to cut off heads and destroy 
houses.*' He was t\tcttdijuffe-/ie-/Mx. — ^Another, Magire, " approved of the motion for set- 
ting up a gallows, provided that it was not placed in front of his windows, and stated openly 
in ^e club that if people followed the law they would never accomplish anything to be rsmea- 
bered " He was elected member of the department directory. ~-A third, Foumier, "wrote 
that th£ gii\s which citizens made to save their lives were voluntary gifts,** He b made n 
department councillor. " Peaceable citizens are storing their furniture in safe places la order 
to take to flight . . There is no security in France ; the epithet of aristocrat, of FeuiHanta 
of moderate affixed to the most honest citizen':* name suffices to make him an ol^ect of spoli*. 
tion and to expose him to losing his life. . . I insist on regarding the fidse idea which is 
current in relation to popular sovereignty as the principal cause of the existing anarchy.'* 

*Sdimid^ "Pariser Zustande," I. 50 and following pages. — Mortimer-Temaux, V. 95^ 
io9k 117, 1S9. (BaHot of Oct 4, 14,137 voters; Oct a?, t^.ooC; Nov, 19, 9,300; Not. -# 
sq^ssj; Dec. < 7,069.) 
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towns, as, for example, in Troyes. In like roanneT, in the rural 
cantons, east of Doubs and west of Loire- InfSrieure, but one- 
tenth of the electors dare exercise their right to vote.' The 
electoral spring is so exhausted, so often disturbed, and so stop- 
ped up as to be almost dry : in these primary assemblies which, 
directly or indirectly, delegate all public powere, and which, in 
the expression of the common will, should be full, there art tack- 
ing six milUom three hundred thousand electors out of seven 
millions. 

IIL 
Through this anticipated purgation the assemblies of the first ' 
degree find themselves, for the most part, Jacobin ; consequentlj j 
the electors of the second degree, appointed by them, are, tot i 
the most part. Jacobin ; in many departments, their assembly be- | 
comes the most anarchical, the most turbulent, and the most i 
usurping of all the clubs. Here there is only shouting, denun- i 
ciations, oath-takings, incendiary motions, cheerings which carry ' 
all questions, furious speeches by Parisian commissaries, by dele- 
gates from the local club, by passing Federates, and by female 
wretches demanding anns.* The Pas-de-Calais assemblage sets 
free and applauds a woman imprisoned for having beaten a 
drum in a mob. The Paris assembly fraternises with the Ver- 
sailles slaughterers and the assassins of the mayor of Etampea. 
The assembly of the Bouches-du-Khdne gives a certificate of 
virtue to Jourdan, the Olaci^e murderer. The assembly ot 

■ SuBar, IIL 49. A »i.-AIbcn Bubeu, I. jit.-Lp]», "La dttrict dc Bbcbecod," 
nj,— Cr. is the ibOTi the hktsfy of tha dectioiu oTSl Aftiqae : sol of aen Ihin 6aa t^b- 
tend decton the major uhI irndi&Httonicy on elected by forty votcL — The ^bitdit tA 
September, 1795, od the couliBiIion of the year III. oUt out only gsS,Daa volen. Repu|< 
Buce to fotiog »tiO eintt. "NiDcty limes out of a himdred, on uLin|;: Tiririm. how did 
die ElecloTil AsKmbly of ytnit cuion go ciffi ' be would leply (Id faielt) : ' Ue, citiien I 
why ibould I go there T They bad a good deal of trouble in getdng along toztAvt-' Or, 
' Whal would you T Theie woe not many there ; honeil people itayed at home 1 ' " (Mdia. 
BO, "Voyage i Paris," towards the end of 1795.) 

("Aniivei Naiiaiialei," CII, i to/C^/ouM, especially the official rnpmti nf [hn mirni 
bila of the Boucbes^du-RhSne, Hirault and Paris. Speech by Baibaroux to (he EkcOol 
Asaembly of ihe Bouches-du-RhAoe : " Brotben and fiiends, liberty will perish If yon do sol 
elect men to the Natimal ConYentiofi whue hcam are blled with hatred of royalty. . . 
Mine is the soul of a freemao ; ever iidcc my fourth year it has been nourished oa hatred to 
kini*' I will relieve Fiance from Ibis detestable race, or I will die in the attempt. Be&ra 1 
leare you I will sign my own dealh-wamot, I wiQ desigoate what I ItTTC meet, I will Aov 
you all my poueuions, 1 will Uy a dagga en the table which shall pioeeny heart If ever in 
■n initanl t prove false to the cuia of the pcoptcl " (■esdoD of S^ }).-~Cnilloa ^ Ha* 
y, IIL 140. 
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Seice-et-Mame applauds the proposal to cast a camion which 
might contain the head of Louis XVI. for a cannon-ball to be 
fired at the enemy. — It is not suipiising that an electonl 
body without self-respect should respect nothing, and practice 
■elf-mutilation onder the pretext of purification.^ The object of 
the despotic majoiity was to reign at once, without any contest, 
on its own authority, and to expel all offensive electors. At Paris, 
in the Aisne, in Haute-Loire. in lUe-et-Vilaine, in Maine-et- 
Loire, it excludes as unworthy the members of old FeuUIants 
and monarchical clubs, and the signers of constitutionalist pro- 
tests. In H^rault it cancels the elections in the canton of 
Servian, because the ilus, it says, are "mad aristocrats." In 
Omc it drives away an old Constituent, Goupil de Pr^eln, be> 
cause he voted for the revision, also, his son-in-law, because he 
IS his son-in-law. In the B ouches -du-Rh doe, where the canton 
of Seign on, by mistake or through routine, swore "to maintain 
the constitution of the kingdom," it sets aside these retrograde 
//«f, commences proceedings against the " crime committed," 
and sends troops against Noves because the Noves elector, 
a justice who is denounced and in peril, has escaped from 
the electoral den. — After the purification of persons it pro- 
ceeds to the purification of sentiments. At Paris, and in, at 
least, nine departments,' and in contempt of the law, it sup- 
presses the secret ballot, the last refuge of timid conservatives, 
and imposes on each elector a public vote by word of mouth, oa 
his name being called ; that is to say, if he does not vote as he 
ought to, he has the lantern before him.^ Nothing could more 
surely convert hesitation and indecision into good sense, while, in 
many a place, still more powerfid machinery is violently opposed 

■ Dunnd-MaULuie, I. 33. In the Elatmot Aucmbly of lb* BoBdmJuJmBe "iben 
»■■ ftdevEi TokDl mn elector $iMp eeMd of ■rigocracy." 

> MoRima-TeRimui, IV. 51. "AnhivaNtiioiuiia," CII. i to 31.— OfficU i^on of ilw 
Elactonl Aoembl; of Boucha-du-RhAiH. Speech by PicfTS Bayle, Sept. 3 : " TtuI man b 
BM fiee who trie* to '*'^'***^ his CDudcDce in the thadovr of a vote. The Romuu opcnij 
dected Iheir tn'buaes. . . Who unongU u> wDuld reject » wi« a meum t Tin gmOtr- 
ia ^ Oa HalitHal AiamUf kaoi had tt mvK ta ilc mlk /eiUring Iki Rnitbttirit ai Uu 
ti^autt f/' falrirli."— la Sdne-etMarne the Aiuinbly u Am deoded Coi the nret nn; 
■( ^ lequeu of ihe Paiii comsiuuies, Rooiiii and Laooii. it reuiadi iti dccuioo and 
Hlopti TOtiof aloud aod hy ^L 

■ Barbaioiu, " MiaeBO," 179 : " One daji, dd pnceedlag to the elacdnu. maiiltiiDW 
Aoon breakout: *That li aa anti-TevdliidDiust from Arlea, hang him I' An ArieaiaA ha^ 
bdaed, been ancated en the atoaic, bioD^t into Ok AiKably, aod Ibqr van iMiay ttnt 
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to the elections. At Faiis the elecdons are carried on in the 
midst of atrocities, under the pikes of the butchers, and con 
ducted by their instigators. At Meaux and at Rheims tht 
electors in session were within hearing of the screeches of the 
murdered priests. At Rheinis the butchers themselves ordered 
the electoral assembly to elect their candidates, Drouet, the 
famous post-master, and Armonville, a tipsy wool-carder, upon 
which one-half of the assembly withdrew, while the two candi- 
dates of the assassins are elected. At Lyons, two days after the 
massacre, the Jacobin commander writes to the Minister: "Yes- 
terday's catastrophe puts the aristocrats to flight, and ensures ui 
the majority in Lyons."' From universal suffrage thus sub-1 
jected to so much siiting, submitted to such heavy pressure, 
heated and refined in the revolutionary alembic, those who 
control it obtain all they want, a concentrated extract, the quiit- 
tessence of the Jacobin spirit. [ 

And yet, should this extract not seem to them sufficiently 
strong, wherever they are sovereign, they throw it away and be- 
gin over again. At Paris,' by means of a purifying and surplus 
ballot, the new Council of the Commune undertakes the expul- 
sion of its lukewarm members, while d'Ormesson, the mayor 
elect of the moderates, is assailed with so many threats that, on 
the verge of his installation, he resigns. At Lyons,' another 
moderate, Niviire-Chol, twice elected, and, by 9,000 out of 
1 1,000 votes, b twice compelled to abandon his place ; after him, 
Gilibert, the physidan, who, supported by the same voters, is 
about to obtain the majority, is seized suddenly and cast into 
prison; even in prison, he is elected; the clubbists confine him 
there more rigidly, and do not let him out even after extorting 
his rc^nation. — Elsewho^ in the rural cantons, for example, in 
Franche-Comt^,* a number of elections are cancelled when the 
person elected happens to be a Catholic. The Jacobin minority 
frequently secede, meet in a tavern, elect their mayor or justice 

I Moniiiicr-Taiiuu, III. 338.— Dc Sybel, "Histuiic de rEurope pendant b RfroludoQ 
FnD(ii»" (Doiquei'i tmukdoD), I. jij. (Uonnpand«ice of ill* umy of iha South, lettB 
by n'*'W Ac Heae, co mip mid ui g tht regular troopa at Lyaa&> 

' Cmnim da HaelUoo, I. 171, 196 and falJawjng pogtl. 

• SauoT, IIL HI ud [olhnnnK piitci..~Albcrt Babau, II. 1$. At tnjm, twv ■^an 
t]«icd nfuse ia tiDiL At Ifac third ballot in tba town of from 39,00a to 33*000 ohH Af 

n 400 out of j5j vDiea, 
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of the peace, and the validity of his election is secured 
he is a patriot ; so much the worse for that of the majority, whose 
more numerous votes are null because given by ^ fimatics.^— 
The response of universal suffi^ge thus appealed to cannot be 
other than that which is framed for it Indisputable facts axe 
to show to what extent this response is compulsive or perverted^ 
what a distance there is between an official choice and public 
opinion, how the elections give a contrary meaning to popular 
sentiment The departments of Deux-Sfcvres, Maine-et-Loirey 
la Vendue, Loire-Inf&rieure, Morbihan, and Finistfere, send only 
anti-catholic republicans to the Convention, while tliese same 
departments are to become the inexhaustible nursery of the great 
catholic and royalist insurrection. Three regicides out of four 
deputies represent Loz^re, where, six months later, thirty Uiou- 
sand peasants are to march under the white flag. Six regicides 
out of nine deputies represent la Vendue, which is going to rise 
from one end of it to the other in the name of the King.^ 

IV. 

However vigorous the electoral pressure may have been, the 
voting machine has not answered what was expected frx)m it 
At the opening of the session, out of seven hundred and forty- 
nine deputies, only about fifty * are found to approve of the Com- 

1 MomUur^ XV. 184 to 223 (the roll-call of those who Yoted for the death of Lonis XVI).— 
Dumouriez, II. 73 (Dumouriez reaches Paris Feb. a, 1793, after visiting the ooftsts of Du» 
kirk and Antwerp) : '* All through Picardy, Artois, and maritime Flanders Dumouxiei fotiad 
the people in consternation at the tragic end of Louis XVI. He noticed that the voy name 
of Jacobin excited horror as well as fear." 

* This number, so important, is verified by the following passages \'-^Moniieur^ season ol 
Dec 09, 1793. Speech by Birotteau: "Fifky members against 69a . . About twenty 
former nobles, fifteen or twenty priests, and a dozen September judges (want to pcevmfl 
against) 700 deputies." — Ibid., 851 (Dec 36, on the motion to defer the trial of the king) : 
" About fifty voices, with energy, No I no ! " — Ibid.^ 865, (Dec 97, a violent speedi by LequL> 
nio, applauded by the extreme "Left" and the galleries: the president calls them to ofder) : 
" The applause continues of about fifty members of the extreme ' Left' "— MortimeroTer> 
naux, VI. 557. (Address by Tallicn to the Parisians, Dec 33, against the banishment of the 
Duke of Orieans) : " To-morrow, under the vain pretext of another measure of general safely, 
the 60 or 80 members who on account of their courageous and inflexible adherence to imnci- 
ples are ofiensive to the Brissotine faction, will be driven out" — MonHtnr, XV. 74 (Jan. 6). 
Robespierre, addressing Roland, utters this expression : " the factious ministers.** " Cries of 
OnUr/ A voU 0/ censu^tt To tht Abbayet * Is the honest minister whom all Francs 
esteems,' says a member, ' to be treated in this way f ' — Shouts of laughter greet the exd»- 
oiation from about suty manben." — Jbui,, XV. X14 (Jan. xx). Denunciation of the party ol 
anardiists by BuxoL Gamier replies to him: "You calumniate Paris; you preach chrl 
war! " ** Yes! yes! ' exclaim about sixty members.— Buchet eC Rous, XXIV. 368 (F«U 
I'i). The qoestioo s* whether Marat shall be indicted. " Murmurs from the e a tre n ie ' i 
about a doeea members vodfcrously demanding the order oCtbe day," 
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muse, neaily all of them elected, as at Rheims and Paris, where 
terror has the elector by the throat, " under the clubs, axes, dag* 
gers, and Uudgeons of the butchers." ' In other quartcre, where 
the physical impressions of murder have not been so tangible 
and keen, some sense of propriety has prevented too glaring 
elections. The inclination to vote for well-known names could 
not be wholly arrested; seventy-seven members of the Constitu- 
ent Assembly, and one hundred and eig'<ity-six of the Legislative 
Assembly enter the Convention, and the practical knowledge 
which many of these have of government business has given 
them some light In short, the consciences of six hundred and 
fift? deputies are only in part perverted. 

They are all, unquestionably, decided republicans, enemies of 
tradition, aposdes of reason, and trained in deductive politics ; 
only on these conditions could they be elected. Every candi- 
date is supposed to possess the Jacobin faith, or, at least, to recite 
the revolutionary creed. The Convention, consequently, at its 
opening session votes unanimously, with cheers and enthusiasm, 
the abolition of royalty, and three months later it pronounces, 
by a large majority, Louis XVI. "guilty of conspiring against 
the liberty of the nation, and of assaults on the general welfare 
of the State."* — Nevertheless, social habitudes still subsist under 
political prejudices. A man who is bom in and lives for a long 
time in an old community, is, through this alone, marked with its 
imprint; the customs to which he conforms have crystallised in 
him in the shape of sentiments; if it is well-regulated and civil- 
ised, he has involuntarily arrived at respect for property and for 
human life, and, in most characters, this respect has taken very 
deep root. A theory, even if adopted, does not wholly succeed 
in destroying this respect ; only in rare instances is it successful, 
when it encounters coarse and defecdve natures ; to take full hold, 
it is necessary that it should fall on the scattered inheritors of 
former destructive appetites, on those hopelessly degenerate souls 
in which the passions ofan anterior date are slumbering; then only 
does its malevolence fully appear, for it rouses the ferocious or 
plundering instincts of the barbarian, the raider, the inquisitor, and 
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the pacha. On the contrary, with the greatest number, do what 
it will, integrity and humanity always remain powerful moton. 
Nearly all these legislators, bom amongst the average of the mid- 
dle class, are at bottom, whatever momentary excitement may stir 
their minds, what tliey alwajrs have been up to the time being, 
advocates, attorneys, merchants, priests, or physicians of the 
ancient regime, and what thf^y continue to be later on, docile 
administrators or zealous functionaries of the empire,' that is to 
say, ordinary civilised persons belonging to the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, sufficiently honest in private life to have a 
desire to be equally so in public life. — Hence their horror of an- 
archy, of Marat,* and of the September butchers and robbers. 
Three days after their assembling together they vote, " almost 
unanimously," the preparation of a law '' against the instigators 
of murder and assassination." " Almost unanimously," they de- 
sire to raise a guard, recruited in the eighty-three departments, 
against the armed bands of Paris and the Commune. P6tion is 
elected as their first president by "almost the totality of suf 
frages." Roland, who has just read his report to them, is greeted 
with the "loudest" applause firom nearly the "entire" Assembly, 
In short, they are for the ideal republic against actual brigands. 
This accounts for their ranging themselves around those upright 
and sincere deputies, who, in the two preceding Assemblies or 
alongside of them, were the ablest defenders of both principles 
and humanity, around Buzot, Lanjuinais, P6tion, and Rabaut- 
Saint-Etienne ; around Brissot, Vergniaud, Guadet, Gensonn6, 
Isnard, and Condorcet; around Roland, Louvet, Barbaroux, 
and the five hundred deputies of the " Plain," marching in one 

1 " Dictknnaire biographtque," by Eymery, 1807 (4 voU.). The situation of the coores- 
tioolsts who turvire the RevoIutioD may here be ascertained. Most of them become dWl Of 
criminal judges, prefect^ commissaries of police, heads of bureaus, post^ffice employees, or 
registry clerks, collectors, review-inspectors, etc. The following is the proportion of regicides 
among those thus in ofTice : Out of 23 prefects ax voted for the king's death ; 49 out of 43 
■ugistrates voted for it, the 43d being ill at the time of the sentence. Of 5 senators 4 voted 
Cor his death, and 14 deputies out of x6. Out of 36 other functionaries of various kinds 33 
voted for death. Among the remaining regicides we again find 2 councillors of state, 4 <fip- 
.omatic agents and consuls, 2 generals, 2 receiver-generals, i commissary-genexal of ^ 
poUce, z minister in the cabinet of King Joseph, the minister of poUce, and the ardi-cfaaaosl 
for of the empire. 

* Baches et Roux, XIX. 97, session of Sept 25, T792. Marat states: '* ' I hsve msajr p« 
Boosl enemies in this assembly.' ' All ! all I ' exclaim the entire Assembly, r'Hf" ■ iii T^f di 
}m%r~^Hd., XIX. 9. 49. 63» 338. 
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body under the leadership of the one hundred and eighty Giron- 
dists who now form the " Right" * 

The latter, among the republicans, are the most sincere and 
have the most faith; for they have long been such, through 
reflection, study and system. Nearly all of them are reading 
men, reasoners, philosophers, disciples of Diderot or of Rous- 
seau, satisfied that absolute truth had been revealed by their 
masters, thoroughly imbued with the Encyclopidie or the Control 
Social, the same as the Puritans formerly were with the Bible.* 
At the age when the mind is maturing, and fondly clings to gen- 
eral ideas,^ they espoused the theory and aimed at a reconstruc- 
tion of society according to abstract principles. They have ac- 
cordingly set to work as pure logicians, rigorously applying the 
superficial and false system of analysis then in vogue. They 
have formed for themselves an idea of man in general, the same 
in all times and ages, an extract or minimum of man; they 
have pondered over several thousands or millions of these ab- 
stract mortals, erected their imaginary wills into primordial 
rights, and drawn up in anticipation the chimerical contract 
which is to regulate their impossible union. There are to be 
no more privileges, no more heredity, no qualifications of any 
kind; all are to be electors, all eligible and all equal mem- 
bers of the sovereignty ; all powers are to be of short date, and 
conferred through election; there must be but one assembly, 
elected and entirely renewed annually, one executive council 
elected and one-half renewed annually, a national treasury- 
board elected and one-third renewed annually ; all local admin- 
istrations and tribunals must be elected; a referendum to the 
people, the electora. body endowed with the initiative, a con- 
stant appeal to the sovereignty, which, always consulted and 
always active, will manifest its will not alone by the choice of its 
mandatories but, again, through "the censure" which it will 

iMdllan, *' M^moires," ao. — Buchez et Roux, XXVI. Session of April 15, 1793. D^ 
aundadon of the Twenty-Two Girondists by the sections of Pari< : Royer-FcmfrMe r^;rets 
"that his name is not inscribed on this honorable list. 'And all of us— cdl! aBl' exdaia 
three-quarters of the Assembly, rising firom their seats." 

* " Archives Nationales,'* AF. 45. Letter of Thonuu Piune to Danton, May 6, 1799 ^ 
English). " I do not know better men or better patriots." This letter, compared with the 
speeches or publications of the day, produces a singular impression through its practical good 
sense. This Anglo- American, however radical he may be, relies on nothing but 1 
and example in his potitical ^scussions. 

*C£ tbe memoirs of Buzot, Barbarous, Louret, Madame Rcrfand, elo. 
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apply to the laws— €uch is the Constitution thcf forge for them- 
selves.^ ''The English Constitution," says Condorcet, "is made 
for the rich, that of America for citizens well-off; the French 
Constitution should be made for all men." — ^Thus entitled, it is 
the only legitimate one ; every institution that departs from it is 
opposed to natural right and, therefore, fit only to be put down. 
— This is what the Legislative Assembly has done, and we are 
well aware through what persecution of Catholic consciences, 
through what violations of feudal property, through what en- 
croachments on the legal authority of the King, with what 
passion against the remains of the ancient regime, with what 
toleration of crime by the people, with what rigidity, haste and 
rashness, and with what illusions,' even to plimging France into 
an European war, even to arming the vilest classes, even to see- 
ing, in the overthrow of all government, the advent of philos- 
ophy and the triumph of reason. — The Girondist, where his 
Utopia is concerned, is a sectarian, and he knows no scruples. 
Little does he care whether nine out of ten electors vote; he 
regards himself as the authorised representative of the ten. 
Little does he care whether the great majority of Frenchmen 
£Eivor the Constitution of 1791 ; it is his business to impose on 
them his own. Little does he care whether his former opponents. 
King, imigris^ unsworn ecclesiastics, are honorable men or at 
least excusable ; he will launch against them every rigorous legal 
proceeding, transportation, confiscation, civil death and ph3rsical 
death.' In his own eyes he is the justiciary, and his investiture 
is bestowed upon him by eternal right. There is no human in* 
fatuation so pernicious to man as that of absolute right ; noth- 
ing is better calculated for the destruction in him of the hered* 
itary accumulation of moral conceptions. — ^Within the narrow 
bounds of their creed, however, the Girondists are sincere and 
consistent. They are masters of their formulae; they know how 
to deduce consequences from them ; they believe in them the 
same as a geometrician in his theorems, and a theologian in the 



> Bodies eC Rous, XXIV. xox. (Plan drawn up by Condorcet, and r epor t ed in the 
if dM Committee on the Constitution. April 1 5 and 16. r 703. ) Condorcet adds to thit a repoct 
ff hb own, of which he publishes an abstract in the Ckrtmiqn* di Paris. 
* Buchef et Roux, XXIV. 103. Condjrcet's abstract contains the following extxaoitfiiuny 
1: *' In all free countries the influence of the populace is feared with reaaoa; bat giv« 
the tame rights and there will be no populace " 
•Ct EdmoQdBir6, '* La l^gende des Ciraiidiiii." on the part cf the Gfc tmdhte k d| 
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Mtides of his i»th ; tfaey are anxious to apply them, to devue a 
constitution, to establish a regular government, to emerge from 
ft barbarous state, to put an end to fighting in the street, to pil- 
laging, to murders, to the sway of brutal force and of naked 

The disorder, moreover, so repugnant to them as logicians ii 
still more repugnant to them as cultivated, polished men. They 
have a sense of what is proper,' of becoming ways, and their 
tastes are even refined. They are not familiar with, nor do they 
desire to imitate, the rude manners of Danton, his coarse lan> 
guage, his oaths, and bis low associations with the populace 
They have not, like Robespierre, gone to lodge with a boss- 
carpenter, to live with him and eat with his family. Unlike 
Facbe, Minister of War, no one among them "feels honored" 
by "going down to dine with his porter," and by sending his 
daughters to the club to give a fraternal kiss to drunken Jaco- 
bins.* At Madame Roland's house there is a salon, although it is 
stiff and pedantic; Barbaroux sends verses to a marchioness, who, 
after the sd of June, elopes with him to Caen.' Condorcet has 
lived in high society, while his wife, a former canoness, possesses 
the channs, the repose, the instruction, and ^z- finesse of an 
accomplished woman. Men of this stamp cannot endure close 
alongside of them the inept and gross dicUtorship of an anned 
rabble. In providing for the public treasury they require regu- 
lar taxes and not tyrannical confiscations.* To repress the 

■Than DdBmwdl (Mnad faidw duijaof dw popular puty ■.(Miiiit tbcm aain \if 
Fttn d'EgbntiH. UbBu, " lUmoin," jij. (Spach of Pabre d'Ecluliiie u the Jics- 
Un Qgb tn nktioii (o the iddicH of die oommuac, daunding Ibe cipuliioii of As TwBity. 
Tvo.) " Vouhan often takni tha people to tult; you hiva even maaedms tried to fliltei 
dwiai bul [henvu ibiHil thk Battery that vitUavtIc idrrf celiLtta and iStUkt ti\aii\ 
Gflttld dccenc agbody Your wt^t^a httrrguit pattidantn alwayi perceptible In yovt 
yrtwAi Bad acta ; ynt wfwf vitmUd tc mix wilk Ikg fitoftf- Hoe ia jvna dixAine in lev 
wnda: after ihe people hare aencd in lertAuliODi they auat ntum (o duit. be of do account 
and allow tbemaclTca lo be led by tboae who know moie ihan ihey an] who are wining ID 
take the tnubte u lead ihcni. Von, Biiuot, and especially you, P&ion, yon ban noiMd 
na fansidly, hiughiily, and with nxervE. Vou eitend u ua one finger, bin yen nenr giMp 
tlw whi^ hand. Ytni bave not even refmed youiidvea tbal keen daEfilit of dia amHfiimTi 
Idaoknce and diidain-" 

■ Buiol, " M^nita," fS. 

aEdmohdBb^ "tAltgendedeiGiTcindina.'* (Ineriited fiagi 
lien and Bubanxu, quoted by Vatel m "Chailotte Coday u 
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malevolent the)' require "punishments and not prosct^ptioiiL* ' 
In all State trials they oppose irregular couils, and strive to maio* 
tain for those unilcr indictment some of the usual safeguardc' 
On di^claring \\\e King guihy thcj- hesitate in pronoundng sen- 
tence of death, and try to lighten their responsibility by appealing 
to the people. " I.atvs and not blood," an expression uttered 
with great efRct in a drama of the day, is the statement in 
brief of their political ideas. — Now the law, in its essence 
especially Republican law, is the law of all ; once enacted, no* 
body, no citi/en, no city, no party, can refuse to obey it without 
being criminal. It is monstrous that one city should arrogate to 
itself the privilege of ruling the nation ; Paris, like other depai^ 
meats, ought to be reduced to its one -eighty -third proportion at 
influence. It is monstrous that, in a capital of 700,000 sonl^ 
five or six thousand radical Jacobins should oppress the section 
and alone elect their candidates ; in the sections and at the polla, 
all citizens, at least all republicans, should enjoy an equal and 
free vote. It is monstrous that the principle of popular sover- 
eignty should be used to cover up attacks against popular sover- 
eignty, that, under the pretence of saving the State, the first- 
comer may kill whom he pleases, that, under the color of resisting 
oppression, each mob should have the right to put the govern- 
ment down. — Hence, this militant right must be moderated, 
kept within legal bounds and subjected to a &xed process.* 
Should any individual desire a law, a reform or a public measure 
let him state this on paper over his own signature and tiiat of 
fifty other citizens of the same primary assembly; then the prop- 
osition must be submitted to his own primary as&ombly; then, 
in case it obtains a majorit}', to the primary assemblies of his 
arrondisseaunt ,■ then, in case of a majority, to the primary 
assemblies of his department ; then, in case of a majority, to the 
Legislative body; then, in case of rejection, to all the primary 
assemblies of the empire, so that after a second verdict of the 
same assemblies twice consulted, the Legislative body, yielding 
to the majority of primary suffrages, may dissolve and a new 



■Bucb«ttR(n».XXIV. 109. PUn of ■conr.miitii: 
den B^ri^htl, uticla yi, *'\v evsy ine govcniment 1: 

-'Dak Conn da Ut." 
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Legislative body, in which all old members shall be dedared 
ineligible, take its place. — This is the final expression, and the 
roaster idea, of the theory. Condorcel, its able constructor, sur- 
passed himself. No more ingenious nor more corapHcated piece 
of mechanism could be drawn out on paper. The Girondists, 
in the dosing article of this unobjectionable constitution, think 
that they have discovered a way to muzzle the brute and give 
the sovereign full sway. 
■ Just as if the brute could be muzzled with any constitution, 
and especially this one I Just as if it was in the humor to let 
the muzzle be put on I Robespierre, on the part of the Jaco- 
bins, replies by an artide opposing that of Condorcet' "To 
subject resistance to oppression to legal formalities is the last 
refinement of tyraimjr, , . , When a government violates 
the people's rights, a general insurrection of the people, as weU 
as of portions of the people, is the most sacred of duties." Now, 
political orthodoxy, dose reasoning, and oratorical talent are 
no arms against this ever-muttering insurrection. "Our phi- 
losophers," says a good observer,* "want to attain their enda 
by persuasion; which is equivalent to saying thAt battles are 
won by doquence, fine speeches, and plans of a constitution. 
Very soon, according to them, ... it will suffice to take 
complete copies of Machiavelli, Rousseau and Montesquieu into 
a fight instead of cannon, it never occurring to them that these 
men, like their works, never were, and are not still, anything but 
umpletons against a cut-throat provided with a good sword." 
—The parliamentary ground is fiillen away; things have returned 
to a state bf nature, that is, to a state of war, and not discus- 
rion but fqrce is the question now on hand. To be in the right, 
to convince the convention, to obtEun majorities, to pass decrees, 

> Bntiei ct Roax, XXFV. g> Sanon gf the Jncoto Qab, April ii, 1793. 

•Sdunldt, "T^Umi de k RfmludDn Yna^ix," II. 4. (Report of Dulad, Jon* 4 
iT9>)— Tbe maial nlu of the JacobiiH fnnn ■MnDiK ud uc Mr nible in Oe Mlvwh^ 
■peec bw ; " We doire detfciinSy 9 popular anudtudon-" (Addres of the Pari! JeCDUa 
dub to the duU In tli« depaRmesti, Jan. ;, 1793.)— BiuAci B Roojt, XXIIt, gBS.— AUC, 
t;4. (Speed) by Legm in the jKotiin Oub, Jmo. I.) " Patriot! vc ooc couBted : tbc; fo 
by wtl(ht. . . Ooe patHol in a ica>e weitha mon Ih 
mighimn tfaan io,ac»Feni]luili. One npubBcan wi 
One patriot of the Moodcud wdgha more than ioo,o« 
Ifav cooventioa ihonld Dot be Mopped by the large namber cf «d 
<f Loon XVI.. (nnd IhiU cnn Qt Atn •bould be) but ■ mavitr of Iba b 
Captti dwh."— "A|>|ilHdad.' (I tm ttUg 
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would be suitable in ordinary times, under a g ove i' um ent pro 
vided with an armed force and a regular administration, bj 
which, from the summits of public authority, die decrees of a 
majority descend through submissive functionaries to a sympa- 
thetic and obedient population. But, in times of anarchy, and 
above all, in the den of the Commune, in Paris, such as the 
loth of August and the 2d of September made it, all this is of 
DO account. 

V. 

And, first of all, because in this great city of Paris they are 
isolated, and have no group of zealous partisans to depend upon. 
For, if the large majority is opposed to their adversaries, that is 
not in their favor, it having secretly, at heart, remained " consti- 
tutionalist." ^ " I would make myself master of Paris," sa)rs a 
professional observer, " in ten days without striking a blow if I 
had but six thousand men, and one of Lafayette's stable-boys to 
command them." Lafayette, indeed, since the departure or con- 
cealment of the royalists, represents the old, fixed, and deep- 
seated opinion of the capital. Paris submits to the Girondists as 
well as to the Montagnards as usurpers ; the mass of the public 
regards them with ill-will, and not only the bourgeoisie^ but like- 
wise the majority of the people, is opposed to the established 
i6gime. 

Work is scarce and food is dear ; brandy has tripled in price ; 
only four hundred oxen are brought in at the Poissy market 
instead of seven or eight thousand; the butchers declare that, 
the following week, there will be no meat in Paris except for the 
sick. To obtain a small ration of bread it is necessary to wait 
five or six hours in a line at the baker's shops, and,' as is custom- 

I Biuot, " M6moires," 33 : " The majority of French people yearaed after royahy aad cha 
Constitution of 1790. This was the strongest feeling, and especially at Paris. . . Thb 
people b republican under the guillotine. . . All its desires, all its hopes mclme to Um 
constitution of 1791."— Schmidt, I. 233 (Dutard, May 16). Dutard, an old advocate and 
friend of Garat, is one of those rare men who 5ee facts behind words : clear-sighted, eiiei']getiCp 
active, abounding in practical cotin<:cls, and deserving of a better chief than GasaL 

'Schmidt, ibid.^ I 173. 179 (May i, 1793). 

*Dauban (** Diurnal de Hcaulicu," April 17), " La Dcmagogie 2k Paris en 1793,** pt 15a.— 
"Archives Nationale^," AFll. 45 (report by the police. May 30). "The deanieia <^ sit|h^ 
pBes is the leading cause of agiution and complaints." — {Ibid. , May 34). " The tnmqiitlfity 
which DOW prevails in Paris will soon be disturbed if the prices iA the prime neceantiea of Hfc 
db not shortly diminish." — {IHdt May 35). " Compbmts against dear food increaae dallj 
tud tlib drcumatanoe locrfca as if it might become one of the motivw of forthooming < 
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aiy, workmen and housekeepers impute all this to the govern- 
ment This government, which so poorly provides for its needs, 
injures them yet more in their deepest feelings, in the habits most 
dear to them, in their faith and worship. The common people, 
even at Paris, is still at this time very religious, much more so 
than at the present day. When the priest bearing tie Host 
passes along the street, the crowd " gathers from all sides, men, 
women, and children, young and old, and fall on their knees in 
adoration." ' The day on which the relics of Saint- Leu are 
bome in procession through the Rue St. Martin, "everybody 
kneels; I did not see a man," says a careful observer, "that did 
not take off his hat At the guard-house of the Mauconsei] 
section, the entire company presented arms." At the same time 
the "citoyentus aroimd the markets talked with each other to 
know if there was any way of decking houses with tapestry.'" 
The following week they compel the revolutionary committee 
of Saint- EusC ache ' to authorise another procession, and again 
each one kneels : " everybody approved of the ceremony, no one, 
that I heard of, making any objection. This is a striking pic- 
ture, ... I saw repentance, I saw the parallel each is forced 
to draw between the actual state of things and the former one. 
I saw what a privation the people had to endure in the loss of 
that which, formerly, was the most imposing of all church cere- 
monies. People of all ranks and ages were deeply affected and 
humble, and many had tears in their eyes." Now, in this 
respect the Girondists, by virtue of being philosophers, are more 
iconoclastic, more intolerant than any one, and there is no reason 
for preferring them to their adversaries. At bottom, the govern- 1 
ment installed by the recent dectcral comedy, for the major \ 

■ Schmidt, L 19a (Dunnl, May 9), 

• Sdunldl, I. 3So; IL 6 (Dutard, May jcs Jima 7 ud t). 

■ Dunnd-M«IlaDe^ 100 : '* The Cinuidut pvty vai yet more irapoui than RobaploRB." 
'—K deputy having demaadol tliai mendop thould be made of the Supmnc Bein( ia dm pit- 
amhLe of the coivtiiutioTi, Vcrgniaud replied: "Wc have no more to do withNunu'i nymph 

cheiei RoLui, XJIl. 414- Robapietrc having ipoken of the Erapem Lmpold'i death 11 ■ 
voke of Providence, Guadcl replies that he sect " no teiiu in that idea," aod Uamea Robc^ 
plerte for "codeavortng to ntKom the people to the lUviihtieu of anpeiaiitioiL"— /M^ 
XXVL 62 («*uoD of April ig, 179^}- Speech by Verpuaud a^ut artide IX. of thoDao. 
bntini t»f Righu. which tiates that "all mea are &ee to woisbip u they please." Tint 
mick, uya Vergniaud, " is a result of the despotism and tupersliiiDii under which we hava 
an knf grDaned." — SaDea : " I aik the Codvbilioii to drav up ui aziicle by which each cht 
■CB, wbaleicf hii form of wonhip» iball btud himaelf to submiE to the Ian " Tiinjaliiah, 
(An lankad aloDC wiih iat Clfoadbi^ it a Calhdk ud con&nned GilUcaa. 
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portion of the ParisUns, has no authorii^ but ^ &ct of its ^ 
istence ; people put up with it became there is no other, fiil^ 
recognising its worthlessness ; * it is a govenunoit of strangen, 
of interlopeis, of cavillers, of bunglers, the weak and the violent 
The Convention has no bold either on the petqple or oo the 
bourgeois class, and in proportion as it glides more rapidly down 
the revolutionary hill, it severs one by one the ties which still 
bind it to the indifierent 

In a reign of eight months it has alienated public opinion en- 
tirely. " Almost all who have prop^ty of any kind are cooseiva- 
tive," * and all the conservatives arc against it. " The gcodarmes 
here openly talk against the Revolution, even up to the revolution- 
ary tribunal, whose judgments they loudly condemn. All the 
old soldiers detest the actual order of things." ' — ^The volunteen 
" who come back from the army appear angry at putting the King 
to death, and on that account they would flay all the Jacobins." * 
— No party in the Convention escapes this universal disaSbctioa 
and growing aversion. " If the question of guiUodniog the 
members of the Convention could be put to an open vote, it 
would be carried against them by a majority of nineteen-twend* 
eths," * which, in fact, is about the proportion of electors who, 
through ftigbt or disgust, keep away from the polls. Let the 
"Right" or the "Left" of the Convention be victors or van- 
quished, that is a matter which concerns them ; the public at 
large does not enter into the discussions of its conquerors, and no 
longer cares for either Gironde or " Mountain." Its old griev- 
ances always revive " against the Vergniauds, Guadels" and com- 
pany ;° it does not like them, and has no confidence in them, 
and will let them be crushed without helping them. The infuri- 
ates may expel the Thirty-Two, if they choose, and put them 
under lock and key. "There is nothing the aristocracy (meaning 
by this, owners of property, merchants, bankers, the rich, and 
the well-to-do), desire so much as to see them guillotined."^ 



■ SchniUl, L HI (Dutiinl, Mny 30). "Wh»i do 1 1 
^a6BS ihe Coovutton, il in ulniuiiiDiuacH tai. ihs k 

■Schmidl, L 178 (DuDud, Mir aj). 

■Sduniill, L si6 (DuBrd, Mar ij). 

•Schnudl, L 1411 (Dutard, M>t >T)- 

IScbmidl, L ai; (Duont, Mir '3>' 

*SclmiIil[, L iSj (Dulanl, April >>). 

•Sdmudt, II. 37 (Duaid, June ij). 
pdoiog of tba ThlRy-Two voe 
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'Even the inferior aristocracy (meaning petty tradesmen and 
head-work men) take no more interest in thw fate than if they 
were so many escaped wild beasts . . . again caught anc 
put in their cages." ' "Guadet, Potion, Brissot, would not find 
thirty persons in Paris who would take their part, or even take 
tb"^ first step to save them."' 

Apart from all this, it makes but little difference whether the 
majority has any preferences ; its sympathies, if it has any, will 
never be other than platonic. It no longer counts for anything 
in either camp, it has withdrawn from the battle-field, it is now 
simply the sport of the conflict, the prey or the booty of the 
fiiturc conqueror. For, unable or unwilling to comply with the 
political system imposed on it, it is self-condemned to utter pow- 
erlessness. This system is the direct government of the people 
by the people, with all that ensues, permanence of the section 
assemblies, debates in public of the clubs, uproar in the galleries, 
motions in the open air, mobs and manifestations in the streets; 
nothmg is less attractive and more impracticable to occupied and 
civilised beings. In our modem communities, work, the family, 
sod social intercourse absorb nearly all our time ; hence, such a 
system suits only the indolent and brutal, who, without homes or 
a calling, pass their days at the club, the same as in a tavern oi 
caf(5, and there find themselves in their place; the others refuse 
to enter a circle which seems wholly and expressly shaped for 
cdibates, fotmdlings, and persons with no profession, Uving in 
lodgings, foul-mouthed, destitute of the sense of smell, with a 
gift of the gab, robust arms, tough hide, solid haunches, expert 
in hustling, and with whom blows are the substitute for argu- 
ments.' — After the September massacres, and on the opening ol 

dKlan to 70a tlul every R^ectatile nun would hasKa to from the countiy Eo give ha rat^ 
ud due Done of those dow m Puis would 1ai] 10 betake themselveA to tfacu leclicDL" 

I Schmidt, II. 3S (Duurd, June 13). On the tastt at theie (wo wonb, 6fArirr w 
TatT, CC all of Dutinl'l lepom and ihwe of olhei ob«r 

^SdlInid^ II. J7 IDutanl. >M 13). 

• Scbmidt. I. 318 (Perri^ May >8): "Ipldligoit a 

■or'i toDEue."— .iVnitrxr-, XV. 114 liusiaa of Jan. 11, ipcsh by Buioc). " There ii not ■ 
mao LD Ihb town who owns anything, that a not aJraid of bdn^ iuiulted and acmck la Ua 
■ectiQii if he gases raise bts voice against the ruling pover. . . The pccmuiait nieniiiiiliii 
of Pali* consist ot a small number of men who havo succeeded in keepisig other dtinns 
■war."— Schmidt, L 335 (Duiard, May 18): "Another plan would be la drin yatiBg okb !■ 
iIh use of the club. One must be a tam-cultrit, must line with taaMiuUtB, U find OW 
upedients cl this Ivf. There is UDtbiag the umt-etilrtUt (ear so much aa a club. A ann^ 
bs of ynmg Bua laid; CBiied them in their pintalosu, ud enrfboif ttewUed n tfcsf 
(•■ed. IwlshOMAtfiMlduwengaioaL" 
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the banieis, a Dumber of proprietois and penoni firing on Adr 
incomes, Dot alone the suspected but those wbo dion^t A^ 
m^t become so, escaped from Paris, and, during the following 
months, the emigration tncieases along with the danger. Towaidi 
December listshavebeen reported against forma FeuiUants; "we 
are assured that during the past eight days more than foutteea 
thousand persons have lefl the capital." * According to the re- 
ix>rt of the Minister himself;* "many who are independent in 
fortune and position abandon a city where the renewal of pFX>- 
Ecription is talked of daily." — " Grass grows in the finest streets," 
writes a deputy, " while the silence of the grave reigns in the 
Th^batdes of the faubourg Saint-Germain." — As to the conserva- 
tives who remain, they confine themselves to private life, from 
which it follows that, in the political balance, those present are 
of no more account than the absentees. At the municipal elec- 
tions in October, November, and December, out of 160,000 
registered, there are 144,000, then 150,000, and then 153,000 
who stay away from the polls ; these, certainly, and for a much 
stronger reason, do not show themselves at the assemblies of 
their sections. Commonly, out of three or four thousand dti- 
leos, only fifty or sixty attend ; one of these, called a general 
assembly, which signifies the will of the people to the Conven- 
tion, is composed of twenty-five voters.' Accordingly, what 
would a sensible man, a friend of order, do in these dens of 
fanatics? He stays at home, as on stormy days; he lets the 
shower of words spend itself, not caring to be spattered in the 
gutter of nonsense which carries off the filth of his district 

If he leaves his house at all he goes out for a walk, the same 
as in old times, to indulge the Castes he had under the old regime, 
those of the well-cared-for {admimstri) Parisian, those of the 
talkative, loitering, refined cockney. " Yesterday evening," writes 
a man who feels the coming Reign of Terror, " I took my stand 
in the middle of the right alley of the Champs-Elys^es;* it wu 

llf™i!n>r, XV. 9J (Lill« of Chatla Vinetle, dipury). 

tMtmliur.V/. ij9(Lii«T of Roland, Jan. ii. ijjjl. 

*Mtmlt>n; XV. 66, Kuion of Jan. i, kp«di of lUe mayor of Pnii: XV. im, HHin ri 
Jia. MtipceiJiby Duioti XV. 136, lu^ion of Jan. 13, ipccch by ■deputadoB of FadMMn, 
- Budici CI Roux, XXVIII. 91 (Lclln cf G-jdol to RoLiud, OcMber, 1^1).— XXL 417 (Dm 
w, mlds by Marat] : " Tba mftnblin ait daened Ihnwtb mail ami ditciiit" — "■— HH. 
n. «s (Dutud, Jww i«). 

•fidmldi, L aiq (Dntud. Miy 10). The ciigr.i«^Kt publiihul duitnf dw aolr P«M* 
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thronged with — who do 70U think ? Would 70a bdieve it, with 
moderates, aristocrats, those who have any property, and very 
pretty women, elegantly dressed, seeking the caresses of the 
balmy spring breeze 1 It was a charming sight All were gay 
and smiling. I was the only one that was not so. ... I 
withdrew hastily, and, on passing through the Tuileries garden, 
I saw a repetition of what I had seen before, forty thousand 
proprietors scattered here and there, almost as many as Paris 
contains," — These are evidently the sheep ready for the slaugh- 
ter-house. They no longer think of defence, they have aban- 
doned their posts to the sans-cuhtUs, "they refuse all civil and 
military functions,"' they avoid doing duty in the National 
Guard and pay their substitutes. Id short, they withdraw from 
a game which, in 17S9, they desired to play without understand- 
ing it, and in which, since the end of 1791, they have always 
burnt their fingers. The cards may be handed over to others, 
especially as the cards are dirty and the players fling them in 
each others' faces; as for themselves they are content to be 
lookers-on. — "Leave them their old enjoyments,* leave them the 
pleasure of going and coming throughout the kingdom; do not 
force them to take part in the war. Subject them to the heaviest 
taxation and they will not complain ; nobody will even know 
that they exist, while the most serious question that disturbs them 
in their thoughtful days is, can one amuse one's self as much 
under a repubhcan form of government as under the andent 
regime ? " They hope, perhaps, to escape under cover of inof- 
fensive neutrality. Is it likely that the victor, whoever he ia, 
will regard people as enemies who are resigned to his rule before- 
hand ? "A dandy' alongside of me remarked, yesterday mom- 
ing, 'They will not take my arms away, for I never had any.' 
Alas,* I repUed to him, ' don't make a boast of it, for you may 
find forty thousand ninnies in Paris that would say die same 
diing, and, indeed, it is not at all to the credit of Paris.' "—Such 
is the blindness or self-complacency of the dty denizen who, 
having always lived under a good police, is unwilling to change 
his habits, and is not aware that tiie time has come for him to 
turn fighting man in his turn. 
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The shopman, bdow the manufacturers, the merchants and tbe 
man living on his income, is still less disposed to give up his 
private aflQurs for public affairs, inasmuch as his business will not 
wait for him, he being confined to his office, store or counting- 
loom. For example, '^the wine-dealers ^ axe nearly all aristocrats 
in the sense of this word at this period," but '* never were their 
sales so great as during the insurrections of the people and in 
revolutionary days." Hence the impossibility of obtaining their 
services in those days. "They are seen on their premises very 
active, with three or four of their assistants," and turn a deaf ear 
to every appeal. " How can we leave when custom is so good ? 
People must have their wants supplied. Who will attend to 
them if I and the waiters should go away ? " — ^There are other 
causes of weakness. All grades in the National Guard and all 
places in the municipality having been given up to the Jacobin 
extremists, they have no chiefe; the Girondists are incapable 
of rallying them, while Garat, the Minister, is imwilling to em- 
ploy ^em. Moreover, they are divided amongst themselves, 
no one having any confidence in the other, " it being necessary 
to chain them together to have anything accomplished." * Be- 
sides this, the remembrance of September weighs upon their 
spirits like a nightmare. — ^All this converts people into a timid 
flock, ready to scamper at the slightest alarm. " In the Contrat 
Social section," says an officer of the National Guard, "one-third 
of those who are able to defend the section are off in the coun- 
try ; another third are hiding away in their houses, and the other 
tWrd dare not do anything." • "If, out of fifty thousand of the 
canservaHsed^ you can collect together three thousand, I shall be 

■Sdunidc, IL (Dutard, Jane zi) — Ibid., IL (Dutard, June i8): "I should like to vfak 
wMi you," if it ffCfe poaS>Ie, "the 3,000 or 4,000 wine-dealers, and as many other places of 
refrrshmfnt in Paxis; ytm would find the 15,000 clerks they employ constancy busy. If we 
■boold then go to the offices of the 1x4 notaries, we should again find two-thirds of dieae gea- 
demen in dieir caps and red slippers, also rery much engaged. We mi^it then, again, cd 
10 the aoo or 300 printing establishments, where we should find 4,000 or 5,000 editon^ com- 
positon, derics, and porters all coiutwaHsed because they no longer earn wliat tbejr dU 
before; and some because they have made a fortune.** — ^The inoompatibiUty b e tw een moden 
life and direct democratic rule strikes one at every step, owing to modem life being carried ob 
under odier condidons than diose which characterise life in ancient times. For modexn Hft 
tiMse cooditicns are, the magnitude of States, the division of labor, the snpptessian of daveiy 
and the requirements of personal comforts and prosperity. Neither the GiroodiBis nor A» 
Montagnards, who aimed to revive Athenian and Spartan wigra» fanpidiciKfed dw pnchilli 
ty p os iie condidons on which Athens and l^wita iloyxish«L 

tsdamldt, L soy (Dutard, Biay 10) 

• Schaidi, n. (DoiHd; Jma 19^ 
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very much astonished. And if, out of these three thousand, five 
hundred only are found to agree, and have courage enough to 
express their opinion, I shall be still more astonished. The loiter^ 
for instance, must expect to be Seplemberised ! " ^ This they 
know, and hence they keep silent and bend beneath the yoke. 
"What, indeed, would the majority of the sections do when it is 
demonstrated that a dozen raving maniacs at the head of a sans- 
culottes section puts the other forty-seven sections of Paris to _ 
flight ? " * — Through this desertion of the commonwealth and ; 
their self-abandonment, they surrender in advance, and, in this 
great city, as formerly in ancient Athens and Rome, we see 
alongside of an immense population of subjects without any 
rights, a small despotic oligardiy in itself compoang the sover- 
eign people. '-' 

VI. 

Not that this minority has been on the increase since the loth 
of August, but on the contrary. — On the 19th of November, 
1792, its candidate for the mayoralty, LhuUlier, obtains only 
4,896 votes.* On the i8lh of June, 1793, its candidate for 
the command of the National Guard, Henriot, will secure 
but 4>573 votes; to ensure his election it will be necessary to 
ca n cel the election twice, impose the open vote, and relieve 
voters from showing their section tickets, which will permit 
the trusty to vote successively in other quarters and appar- 
ently double their number by allowing each to vote two or 
three times.* Putting all together, there are not six thousand 
[acobins in Paris, all of them sons-culottes and partisans of the 
"Mountain."* Ordinarily, in a section assembly, they num- 
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ber ''ten or fifteen," at inost "thirty or fortj," ^organised into a 
permanent tyrannical board." . • • ''The rest listen and 
i^ise their hands mechanically." . . . "Three or four hun> 
dred visionaries, whose devotion is as firank as it is stupid, and 
two or three hundred more to whom the result of the last revo- 
lution did not bring the places and honors they too evidentlj 
relied on," form the entire staff of the party ; " these are the dam- 
orers of the sections and of the groups, the only ones who have 
clearly declared themselves against order, the aposdes of a new 
sedition, scathed or ruined men who need disturbance to keep 
alive," while under these comes the train of Marat, vile women, 
worthless wretches, and "paid shouters at three fi-ancs a day.*** 
The quality, again, of the factious is still more reduced than 
their number. Plenty of worthy men, small tradesmen, wine- 
dealers, cook-shop keepers, clerks, who, on the loth of August, 
were against the Court, are now against the Commune.* The 
September affair, probably, disgusted them, and they were not 
disposed to recommence the massacres. A workman named 
Gonchon, for example, the usual spokesman of the faubourg 
Saint-Antoine, an upright man, sincere and disinterested, sup- 
ports Roland, and, very soon, at Lyons, seeing how things are 
with his own eyes, he is to loyally endorse the revolt of the mod- 
erates against the Maratists.^ " Insensibly," say observers, " the 
respectable class of the arts is leaving the faction to join the 
hedthy party." * " Now that water-carriers, porters and the like 
storm the loudest in the sections, it is plain to all eyes that the 
gangrene of disgust has reached the fruit-sellers, tailors, shoe- 
makers, keepers of refreshment saloons," and others of that class.* 
— ^Towards the end, "butchers of both classes, high and low, are 
aristocratised." — In like manner, "the women in the markets, 

> MonittuTt XV. tt4, session of Jan zx, speedi by Busot-— /Mi£, 136^ teaston of Jan. 13, 
speech of the federates. — XIV. 853, session of Dec S3, 1799, qieech of the Fedcnfes of Fb- 
fatene.— Buchex et Roux, XXVIII. 80, 81, 87, 91, 93 (Letter of Gadol to Roland, Odobflr 
179a).— Schmidt, I. 007 (Dutard, May xo, X793). 

s Schmidt, II. 37 (Dutard, June X3). 

• Mortimer-Temaux, IV. 369 (petition presented by Gonchon). — Buchez et Roia^ XXVIII. 
Sst 83, 93 (Letter by Gadol, testimony in relation to Gonchon). — "Archives Natknalea, AF, 
IL 4^ (Letters of Gonchon to the Minister (Tarat, May 3X, June i, June 3, X793). ThcM 
letters are very ingenuous and interesting. He addresses the Minister: "Citizen Gam.** 

« Schmidt, I, 954 (Dutard, May X9).— t^mcHWrr, XIV. 529 (Letter addrtased to 
Bomber for Nov. ax, X79a) : " The sections (axe) composed o^ or at leart fiaqiiMlii^ 
Iwn twentif thi of diem, by the Unrest dasii, both hi mannrw and InfonBatfof.** 

*8^aBidt» IL J9 (Dutaxd, Jma 13). 
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except a few who are paid and whose husbands are Jacobins, 
curse and swear, fume, fret and storm." "This morning," saya 
a merchant, "four or five of them were here; they no longer 
insist on being called eitoyeiints ; they declare that they "spit on 
the republic." ' — There are no patriot females now but the lowest 
of the low class, the harpies who pillage shops as much through 
envy as through necessity, "boat-women, embittered by hard 
labor,* . . . jealous of the grocer's wife, better dressed than 
herself as the latter was of the wives of the attorney and coun- 
sellor, as these were of those of the financier and noble. The 
woman of the people thinks she cannot do too much to degrade 
the grocer's wife to her own level" 

Thus reduced to its dregs through the withdrawal of its toler- 
ably honest recruits, the faction now comprises none but the 
scum of the populace, first, "subordinate workmen who look 
upon the downfall of their employeis with a certain satisfaction,' 
then, the meanest of petty vendois, old-clothes dealers, huck- 
sters, " those who offer second-hand coats for sale around the 
market, fourth-class cooks who, at the cemetery of the Innocents, 
sell meat and beans under umbrella tops," ' next, domestics highly 
pleased with now being masters of their masters, sculUons, grooms, 
lackeys, eoiuierges, every species of valet, who, in contempt of 
the law, voted at the elections * and formed at the Jacobin club 
" stupid people " satisfied " that they were univeraal geographers 
because they had ridden post once or twice," and that they were 
politicians " because they had read ' The Four Sons of Aymon.' " ' 
—But, in this oversowing slime, spreading around in broad sun- 



cuTTCt. pu Jacob, ffS?).— ^On th« piDaga of 
ibopa, Feb. asuHJ sA. 1793), 

•Schmidt, tl, 611 I. 165 (DuewI, Marii and June ij). 

•Schmidt. I. 9« (Lettgr of ddica Laucboa m the ptcBdent of Ihs CaOTaitkin, Oct 11, 
i7)a).— I!. 37 (Duaid, June 13). SalemEm of « barher'i wife. "Ther bo ■ »ile Bt, the 
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■Scnmidt, I. lafi (Dutard. May iB).— GrJioire. " Mjmofrea," I. 387. The DKOtal and 
nonJ dcdioe of the paity ia well ihm-n in (he new componiiDn of tlic Jacobin Club aAa 
September, ijji: "' I went baick there," layi Giigoire in September, ij9» (after a yeai'' 
abiemx), "and found it latecotni'sbie ; no opinioni could be eapnaaed there other than 

belL"— BiKbsiet Koui, XXVI. ai4(>eKiao of April 30, 1793, apeecb by Bfliotl. ■' BcboU 
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shine, it is the ordinary scum of great cities which forms the 
grossest flux, the outcasts of every trade and profession, dissi- 
pated workmen of all kinds, the irregular and marauding troops 
of the social army, the class which, " discharged from La Piti6, 
run through a career of disorder and end in Bic^tre." ^ ^^From 
La PitU to Bicitre is a well known popular adage. Men of this 
stamp are without any principle whatever. If they have fifty 
fiuncs they live on fifty, and if they have only five they live on 
five ; spending everything, they are always out of pocket and 
save nothing. This is the class that took the Bastille,* got up 
the loth of August, etc It is the same class which filled the 
galleries in the Assembly with all sorts of characters, filling up the 
groups," and, during all this time it never did a stroke of work. 
Consequently, "a wife who owns a watch, ear-rings, finger-rings, 
any jewels, first takes them to the pawnbrokers where they are 
at last sold. At this period many of these personages owe the 
butcher, the baker, the wine-dealer, etc.; nobody trusts them 
any more. They have ceased to love their wives, and their 
children cry for food, while the father is at the Jacobin dub or 
at the Tuileries. Many of them have abandoned their pursuits 
and lost standing," while, either through " indolence " or con- 
sciousness "of their incapacity," . . . "they would see this 
pursuit prospering with a sort of regret." That of a political 
gossip, of a paid clamorer, is more agreeable, and such is the 
opinion of all the loungers which the bugle summons to the 
works on the camp around Paris. — Here,' eight thousand men 
are paid forty sous a day " to do nothing"; " the workmen come 
along at eight, nine and ten o'clock in the morning. If they re- 
main after roll-call , . . they merely trundle about a few 
wheelbarrow loads of dirt Others play cards all day, and most 
of them leave at three or four o'clock, after dinner. On asking 
the inspectors about this they reply that they are not strong 
enough to enforce discipline, and are not disposed to be killed.'* 

1 Schmidt, I. 189 (Dutard, May 6). 

* Cf. R6tif de la Bretonne, " Nuits de Paris/' vol. XVI. (July xa, 1789). At thk 
R6tif is in the Palais-Royal, where " since the 13th of June Dumerous meednga lunre 
hdd and motions made. . . I found there none but brutal fellows with keen eyeSi 
Ing themselves for plunder rather than for liberty." 

*Mortimer-Teraaux, V. 326 and following pages (address of the tatu-culotUs MCtloii, SepC 
«5).— " Archives Nationales," F ^ 146 (address of the Roule sectioo. Sept 93). u* idldoB 
ta the threatening tone of those at work on the camp, the petitionen add: "Sudi w fkm 
ttmguMge of the woikihQps in 1789 and 179a" 
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Whereupoo, on the Convention decredng piece-woric, die pi^ 
tended workmen fall back on their equality, remind it that diejr 
had risen on the loth of August, and wish to massacre the com- 
missiooets. It is not until the ad of November that they an 
finally dismissed with an allowance of three sous per league 
mileage for those of the departments. Enough, however, re- 
main in Paris to increase immeasurably the troop of drones 
which, accustomed to consuming the store of honey, think they 
have a right to be paid by the public for biuzing around the State. 
As a rear-guard, they have " the rabble of the suburbs of Paris, 
which flocks in at every tap of the drum because it hopes to 
make something."' As advance-guard they have "brigands," 
while the front ranks contain "all the robbers in Paris, which the 
&Ction has enrolled in its party to use when required;" the sec- 
ond ranlcs are made up of "a number of former domestics, the 
buUies of gambling-houses and of houses of ill-fame, all the 
vilest class,"' — Naturally, lost women form a part of the crowd, 
"CiUyentus" Henriot says, addressing the prostitutes of tht 
Palais-Royal, whom he has assembled in its garden, " aUyattus, 
are you good republicans?" "Yes, general, yesl" "Have 
you, by chance, any refractory priest, any Austrian, any Prus- 
sian, concealed in your apartments P " " Fie, fie 1 We have 
nobody but sans-culottes I " ' — Along with these are the thieves 
and prostitutes out of the Ch&telet and Condcrgerie, set at Uberty 
and then enlisted by the September slaughterers, under the com- 
mand of an old hag named Rose Lacombe,* forming the usual 
audience of the Convention; on important days, seven or eight 
hundred of these may be counted, sometimes two thousand, 
stationed at the entrance and in the galleries, from nine o'clock 
in the morning.* — Male and female, "this anti-social vermin'" 

■ Scfcmtd(,IL II (DuBidiJuu;): " Durinf u few iIit* part I hn* m ma b^ N<bL 
\f, VcnBiZIq» vid St Gcnnaiii ttarviff bo^ BSnctect by the KeDL" 

•Scbnidl, I. <M (DmMid, liby 19).— Ai ihii diK nUm ■wmn in Fnh; UmmK^mr 
ban. In hii icpon to the CoBniituii, himicU' HliiBti k. (MMtlnr, XV. 67, ao^Mi tt Jib. 
fc'TOJ-l 

■ Da CoDCODR, " Li SodM n 
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chus crawls around at the sessions of the Assembly, the Com 
mune, the Jacobin club, the revolutionary tribimal, the sections 
and one may imagine the physiognomies it offers to view. " It 
would seem,*' says a deputy,^ " as if every sink in Paris and other 
great cities had been scoured to find whatever was foul, the most 
hideous, and the most infected. . . . Ugly, cadaverous feat- 
ures, black or bronzed, surmounted with tufts of greasy hair, and 
with eyes sunken half-way into the head. . . . They belched 
forth with their nauseous breath the grossest insults amidst sharp 
cries like those of carnivorous animals." Among them there 
can be distinguished " the September murderers, whom " says an 
observer * in a position to know them, " I can compare to nothing 
but lazy tigers licking their paws, growling and trying to find a 
few more drops of blood just spilled, awaiting a firesh supply." 
Far firom hiding away they strut about and show themselves. 
One of them, Petit-Mamain, son of an innkeeper at Bordeaux 
and a former soldier, " with a pale, wrinkled face, sharp eyes and 
bold air, wearing a scimetar at his side and pistols at his belt," 
promenades the Palais-RoyaP "accompanied or followed at a 
distance by others of the same species," and " taking part in 
every conversation." "It was me," he says, "who ripped open 
La Lamballe and tore her heart out. ... All I have to re- 
gret is that the massacre was such a short one. But we shall 
have it over again. Only wait a fortnight ! " and, thereupon, he 
calls out his own name in defiance. — Another, who has no need 
of stating his well-known name, Maillard, president of the 
Abbaye massacres, has his head-quarters at the caf6 Chretien,* 
Rue Favart, firom which, guzzling drams of brandy, " he de- 
spatches his moustached men, sixty-eight cut- throats, the terror 
of the surrounding region ; " we see them in coffee-houses and in 
^t foyers of the theatres " drawing their huge sabres," and telling 
inoffensive people : " I am Mr. so and so ; if you look ugly at me 

> Buzot, 57. 

* Budiec et Roux, XXVIII. 80 (Letter of Gadol to Roland). 

■BeauUeo, "Essals," I. xo8 (an eye-witness).— Schmidt, II. 15. Report by PenttrH^ 
June 8. 

^ Beaufieti^ Ihid,^ I. xoa " Maillard died, his stomach eaten away by brandy " (April 15, 
i^^). — Alexandre Sorel, " Stanislas Maillard," pp. 32 to 43. Report of Fabre d'EglantixM 
on Maillard, Dec 17, 1793. A decree subjecting him to indictment along with Ronsin and 
Vincent, Maillard publi^es his apology, in which we see that he was already active in dit 
Roe Farart before the 31st of May. " I am one of the members of that meeting of trae patii- 
oli and I am proud of it, for it is there that the spark of that tacred insuirectioa of A# 91^ 
tfTJUrwaakiiidkd." 
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ru cut you downl " — ^A few nionths more and, under the com- 
mand of one of Henriot's aids, a squad of this band will rob 
and toast (chauffer) peasants in the environs of Corbcil and 
Meaux.* In the mean time, even in Paris, they toast, rob, and 
commit lape on grand occasions. On the 35th and 36th of 
February, 1793,' they pillage wholesale and retail groceries, 
" save those belonging to Jacobins," in the Rue des Lombards, 
Rue des Cinq-Diamants, Rue Beaurepaire, Rue Montmartre, in 
the He Saint-Louis, on the Port-au-Ble, before the H6tel-de- 
ville, Rue Saint-Jacques, in short, twelve hundred of them, not 
alone articles of prime necessity, soap and candles, but again, 
sugar, brandy, cinnamon, vanilla, indigo and tea. " In the Rue 
de la Bourdonnaie, a number of persons came out with loaves 
of sugar they had not paid for and which they re-sold," The 
afiair was arranged beforehand, the same as on the sth of Octo- 
ber, 1789; among the women are seen "several men in disguise 
who did not even take the precaution of shaving," and in many 
places, thanks to the confiision, they heartily abandon themselves 
to it. With his feet in the fire or a pistol at his head, the master 
of the house is compelled to give them " gold, money, assignats 
and jewels," only too glad if his wife and daughters are not 
outraged before his eyes as in a town taken by assault 

VIL 

Snch is Ae political populace which, alter the last months 
of the year 1793, rules over Paris, and, through Paris, over the 
whole of France, &ve thousand brutes and blackguards with two 
thousand hussies, about the number a good police force would 
expel from the city, were it important to give the capital a clean- 

I AtexAodn Sonl, ^id. (dCDtmcudoD of the dicuiiiAtaiicc by LecomDt, Dec 14, 1793. 
iiccoiDiHiiied with offidat EeportB of the Juiika). — "Aichivo Naiionalei." F*, ^idS (l^w 
of the dinctoy of CoriKJ] to the Mimiter. with officul [cpor^ Not. iS, t;9i). On the tftb 
of Noircmber eighE or tcd eimed lata, foot^uldiers. ud othen on honcbuk. cntoed th* 
luntbouK of 11 aiu nuned Ruelle. in the conunune of liue. They dsdl him two bknn 
with (hdr ubrea, ihen put a bag over hu head, lucked bim in the &Cfl, tonp ea ted him, Ukd 
■IjDoat tDuMbered hit wife uid cwo women servants, to nuke him gWe up hi« money. A 
cuter wifl ihol vilh a potol in the thoulder OAd twice itTudE with ■ nbre ; the huidi ■bout 
the premiaa woe lied ud bound tike la many cntde. Hoally the buditi went away, cai. 
rrinf with them slver pluc a watch, rin^i, beet, two gima, etc 

*Mindlrar, XV. jGs.— Buchs et Roiu, XXIV. 33J and foUowing pagea.— R&if da la 
BcetoDse, "Nidadafuia," VIIL tfn (u eye-witiiai). The law i( tbae detailt aa gn«ii 
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I ing out ; ^ tiey also, convinced of their rights, axe aJl the more 
I ardent in their revolutionary faith, because dieir creed conveita 
their vices into virtues, and transforms their misdeeds into public 
services.* They are really the sovereign people, and it is their 
innermost thought which has to be brought to light. If we 
would clearly understand passing events we must discern die 
emotions which spontaneously arise in them on the trial of the 
King, at the defeat of Neerwinden, at the defection of Dumou- 
riez, on the insurrection in La Vendue, at the accusation of 
Marat, the arrest of Hubert, and each of the dangers which in 
turn fall on their heads. For, this is not borrowed emotion; it 
does not descend from above ; they are not a trusty army of dis- 
ciplined soldiers, but a suspicious accumulation of temporary ad- 
herents. To command them requires obedience to them, while 
their leaders must always be their instruments. However popu- 
lar and firmly established a chief may seem to be, he is there 
only for a short time, for what he is worth as a speaking-tnimpet 
for their passions, and as purveyor to their appetites. Such was 
Potion in July, 1792, and such is Marat since the days of Sep- 

> C£ Ed. Fleury, '* Babocu^" pp. 139 and 150b Through a striking coincidence the poxtjr 
•taff b Btill of the same order in 1796. Baboeiif estimates his adherents in Paris as "4,000 
tevolutionists, 1,500 members of old governments, and 1,000 bourgeois cannoneers,*' benda 
•oldiers, prisoners, and a police force. He also recruited a good many prostitutes. TIm 
mtn who come to him sre workmen who pretend to hxve arsouiUd in the Revolution and 
who are rt€uiy to repeat the Joh^ provided it is for the purpose of kiUim^ tk^te rwh rasced*^ 
ike mtemopoUurs^ merchants^ informers ^ and panachis at the Luxentbottrg** (Letter tA ibc 
agent of the Bonne-Nouvelle secdon, April 13, 1796.) 

s The proportion, composition and spirit of the party are everywhere the same, espedafly 
at Lyons (Guillon de MontI6on, *' M6moires," and Rilleydier, " Htstoire du peuple de Lyon,** 
passim)', at Toulon (Lauvergne, "Histoire du department du Var"): at Marseilles, Bor- 
deaux, Toulouse, Strasbourg, Besan^n, etc — At Bordeaux (RiouiTe, "Mdmoires," 33) **ii 
consisted wholly of vagabonds, Savoyards, Biscayans, even Germans, . . errand-men and 
water-carriers, so powerful that they arrested the rich, and so well-oflf that they travelled by 
post" RiouflTe adds: "When I read this passage in the Conciergerie men from every cor- 
ner of the republic exclaimed in one voice: ' It Is the same in all the communes!"* — C£ 
Durand-M^ullane, "M^moires," 67: "This people, thus qualified, since the suppresaiiMi of 
the silver marc has been the most vicious and most depraved in the community." — Dumou- 
riez, II. 51. "The Jacobins, taken lor the most part, from the most alg'ect and most brutal 
of the nation, unable to furnish men of sufficient dignity for offices, have degraded offices to 
their own level . . They are drunken, barbarous Helots that have taken the places of the 
Spartans." — ^The sign of their advent is the expulsion of the liberals and of the refined of 
S789. ("Archives Nationales," F^ 4,434* No. 6. letter of Richard to the Committee oa 
Public Safety, Ventdse 3, year II.). During the proconsulate of Baudot at Toulouse "almost 
all the patriots of 1789 were excluded from the popular club they had founded; an im fne ntw 
number were admitted whose patriotism reached only as far back as the 10th of August. 
Z793, if it even went so far as the 31st of last May. It Ls an established &ct thai out of 
more than z,ooo persons who now compose the club there are not fifty whose paH ^^^tfa ^ 
dates as fiu- bade as the beginning of the Revolutioa." 
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tember. <' One Marat more or less (which will soon be seen J 
would not change the course of events." ^ — " But one only would 
remain,' Chaumette, for instance ; one would sufRce to lead the 
horde," because it is the horde itself which leads. " Its attach- 
ment will always be awarded to whoever shows a disposition to 
follow it the closest in its outrages without in any respect caring 
for its old patrons. ... Its liking for Marat and Robes- 
pierre is not so great as for those who will exclaim, Let us kill, 
let us plimder!" Let the leader of the day stop following 
the current of the day, and he will be crushed as an obstacle 
or cast off as an incubus. — Judge if they are willing to be en* 
tangled in the spider's web which the Girondists put in their 
way. Instead of the metaphysical constitution with which the 
Girondists confront them, they have one in their own head ready 
made, simple to the last point, adapted to their capacity and 
their instincts. The reader will call to mind one of their chie&i 
whom we have already met, M. Saule, ''a stout, stimted little 
old man, drunk all his Ufe, formerly an upholsterer, then a peddler 
of quackeries in the shape of fourpenny boxes of hangman's 
grease, to cure pains in the loins," ^ afterwards head applauder in 
the galleries of the Constituent Assembly and driven out for ras- 
cality, restored imder the Legislative Assembly, and, under the 
protection of a groom of the Coiut, favored with a spot near the 
Assembly door, to set up a patriotic coffee-house, then awarded 
six hundred francs as a recompense, provided with national quar- 
ters, appointed inspector of the tribimes, a regulator of public 
opinion, and now "one of the madcaps of the Corn-market" 
Such a man is typical, an average specimen of his party, not 
only in education, character and conduct, but, again, in ambi- 
tion, principles, logic and success. ''He swore that he would 
make his fortune, and he did it His constant cry was that 
nobles and priests should be put down, and we no longer have 
either. He has constandy shouted against the civil list, and the 
dvil list has been suppressed. At last, lodged in the house be- 
longing to Louis XVI., he told him to his face that his head 
ought to be struck off, and the head of Louis XVI. has frdlen.**— 
Here, in brief compass, is the history and the portrait of all Ai 

> RfOedeKr, " Cbroniqtie des dnqnante joon^* 
•Sdimid^ L u>^ (Dutaid, May x8). 
•Schaid^ L ni (Dotard, Hay a).) 
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est ; it is not surprising that genuine Jacobins compi ehcnd tl 
Revolution in the same way as M. Saule,^ when, for them, tli 
sole legitimate Constitution is the definitive establishment c 
their omnipotence ; when they call order and justice the boiHK 
less despotism they exercise over property and life ; when tiiei 
instinct, as narrow and violent as that of a Turkish bey, con 
prises only extreme and destructive measures, arrests, traospoi 
tations, confiscations, executions, all of which is done with hea 
erect, with delight as if a patriotic duty, by right of a mon 
priesthood, in the name of the people, either directly and tumuli 
uously with their own hands, or indirectly and legally by di 
hands of their docile representatives. This is the sum of thd 
political system, firom which nothing will detach them ; for ther 
are anchored fast to it with the full weight and with every hol< 
upon it that characterises their immorality, ignorance and folly 
Through the hypocritical glitter of compulsory parades, thei 
one fixed idea imposes itself on the orator that he may utter i 
in tirades, on the legislator that he may put it into decrees, oi 
the administrator that he may put it in practice, and, fix>m thd 
opening campaign up to their final victory, they will tolerate bu 
one variation, and this variation is trifling. In September, 1792 
they declare by their acts : " Those whose opinions are opposes 
to ours will be assassinated, and their gold, jewels and pocket 
books will belong to us." In November,- 1793^ Uiey are U 

>Biicfaei et Roux, XXV. 156 (extract from the Pairioit FraMfmis, March 30^ 1793] 
Speedi by Chasles at the Jacobin Qub, March 97: "We have announced to our fidkni 
Mtitens in the country that by means of the war-tax the poor could be fed by the rich, tm 
that they would find in tlie purses of those egoists the wherewithal to Uve on." — lUeL, afij 
Speech by Rose Lacombe : " Let us make sure of the aristocrats ; let us ferae them to moc 
the enemies which Dumouriex is bringing against Paris. Let us give them to understan 
that if they prove treacherous their wives and children shall have their throats cut, and tha 
we will bum their houses. . . I do not want patriots to leave the dty ; I want dxem t 
guard Paris. And if we are beaten, the first man who hesitates to apply the tordi, let hk 
be stabbed at once. I want all the owners of property who have grabbed everything an 
excited the people's anger, to kill the tyrants themselves or else be killed." [Applause- 
April i.\—IlneL, 30a (in the Convention, April 8) : *' Marat demands that too,ooo relatioB 
and fiiends of the imigris be seized as hostages for the safety of the comnussnoers in tb 
hands of the enemy." — C£ Balleydier, 117, xaa. At Lyons, Jan. 36, 1793, Challier addresse 
the central club: ** SaHs<ulotUs^ rejoice I the blood of the royal tiger has flowed in sight c 
his den ! But full justice is not yet done to the people, lliere are still 500 among yo' 
deserviug of the tyrant's fate ! " — He proposes on tho 5th of February a revolutionary tribunt 
for trying arrested persons in a revoliittonary manner. " It is the only way to force it (th 
Revolution) on royal and aristucratic factioni^its, the only rational way to avengt t/u S0t>tf 
ttgtUyqftht bravt sans-culctUs, who belong only to w."— Hydena, a national commtssiooa 
adds: " Let 85,000^000 of Frenchmen perish a hundred timet over nttber tluui one siogli 
mdivinbkReiMiblicr 
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declare through the official inauguration of the revolutionary 

government: "Those whose opinions differ fix)m ours will be 
guillotined and we shall be their heirs." ' Between this pro- 
gramme, which is supported by the Jacobin populace and the 
programme of the Girondists which the majority in the Conven- 
tion supports, between Condorcet's Constitution and the summary 
articles of M. Saule, it is easy to see which will prevail "These 
Parisian blackguards," says a Girondist, "take us for their 
valets ! " ' Let a valet contradict his master and he is sure to 
lose his place. From the first day, when the Convention in a 
body traversed the streets to begin its sessions, certain significant 
expressions enabled it to see into what hands it bad fhllen: 
" Why should so many folks conae here to govern France" sayi 
a by-stander, " haven't we enough in Paris ? " * 

■ MiDetJlopan, the laa opiBdon, 

■ Buiot, 64. 

■ Michclel, IV. 6 lucordiDg lo in [ml BUtement by Diunso).— Budwt El RoDi, ni <Li» 
lerof Lcuvet toKobnd): " Aiih? monienl of tlic pnKntadDn of their peddod ft|*Inil atidm 
Una (dtpaniimul) by the sa-colleil cDirnniuiancn orihe 4S uclioiu of Puk, I haidSub 

, That alt canafroBfiftjr.mhimik^n* 
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IVecfiOM dtaadon of a central government within the pnxincts of 
local jurisdiction. — L Jacobin advantages. — Their sway in the sectk 
assemblies. — Maintenance, re-election and completion of the Commmie.- 
Its new chiefs, Chanmette, Hubert and Pache.— The National Gnanl v 
cast — Jacobins elected officers and sub-officers. — The paid band of roii|^ 
--Private and pnblic Ihnds of the party. — II. Its parliamentary recmits.- 
Their characters and minds. — Saint- Jost — ^Violence of the minority in tl 
Convention. — Pressure of the galleries. — Menaces of the streets.— >II] 
Defection among the minority. — Effect of physical fear. — Effect of mon 
cowardice. — Effect of political necessity. — ^Internal weakness of the Gironc 
ists. — ^Accomplices in principle of the Montagnards. — IV. Principal decrei 
of the Girondist majority. — Arms and means of attack surrendered by it 1 
its adversaries. — ^V. Committees of Sa|)ervision after March 28, 1793. — "^ 
regime of August and September, 1792, revived. — Disarmament. — Certil 
cates of dvism. — Forced enlistments. — Forced loans. — Use made of th 
sums raised.^Vain resistance of the Convention. — Marat, indicted, is ac 
quitted. — ^Vain resistance of the population. — Manifestations by young me 
repressed. — Violence and victory of the Jacobins in the assemblies ot th 
sections. — ^VI. Jacobin tactics to constrain the Convention. — Petition g 
April 15 against the Girondists. — Means employed to obtain signatures.- 
The Convention declares the petition calumnious. — The commission o 
Twelve and arrest of Hubert. — Plans for massacres. — Intervention of th 
Mountain leaders. — VII. The 27ih day of May. — ^The central revolutionar 
committee. — ^The municipal body displaced and then restored. — Henriot 
commanding general. — The 31st of May. — Measures of the Commune. - 
The ad of June. — Arrest of the Twelve and of the Twenty-two. — VIII 
Character of the new governors. — Why France accepted them. 

"Citizen Danton," wrote the deputy Thomas Paine, "th 
danger, eveiy day increasing, is of a rupture between Paris an< 
the departments. The departments did not send their deputie 
to Paris to be insulted, and every insult shown to them is an in 
suit to the department that elected and sent them. I see bu 
one efi^sctual plan to prevent this rupture taking place, and tha 
308 
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18 to fix the residence of the Convention and of the future as- 
semblies at a distance firom Paris. ... I saw, during ths 
American Revolution, the exceeding inconvenience that arose 
from having the government of Congress within the Hmits of 
any municipal jurisdiction. Congress first resided in Philadel- 
phia, and, after a residence of four years, it found it necessary 
to leave it It then adjourned to the State of Jersey. It after- 
wards removed to New York. It again removed from New 
York to Philadelphia, and, after experiencing in every one of 
these places the great inconvenience of a government within 
a government, it formed the project of building a town not 
within the limits of any municipal jurisdiction for the future 
residence of Congress. In every one of the places where Con- 
gress resided, the municipal authority privately or publicly op- 
posed itself to the authority of Congress, and the people of 
each of those places expected more attention firom Congress 
than their equal share with the other States amounted to. The 
same thing now takes place in France, but in a greater excess." 
— Danton knows all this, and he is sufficiently clear-headed 
to comprehend the danger; but the furrow is laid out, traced, 
and by himselfl Since the loth of August Paris holds France ■ 
down while a handful of revolutionists tyrannise over Paris.^ i 

I. 

Owing to the composition and the holding of the section 
assemblies, the original source of power has remained Jacobin, 
and has become of a darker and darker hue ; accordingly, the 
electoral processes which, under the Legislative body, had fiash- 
ioned the usurping Commune of the loth of August, are perpet- 
uated and aggravated under the Convention.* " In nearly all the 

I Moore, II. 185 (Oct ao) : " It is evident that all the departments of FVance are in dfteoty 
allowed to have an equal share in the government: yet in Cut the stn^ department of Paris 
has the whole power of the government" l*hroagh the presswe of the mob Paris makes dM 
law for the Convention and for all France.— /M(£, II. 534 (during the king's trial). "Al 
the departments of France, including that of Paris, are in reality often obliged to submit t* 
the clamorous tyranny of a set of hired ruffians in the tribunes who usurp the name and 
functions of the sovereign people, and, secretly directed by m iew demagogues, govern dib 
unhappy nation." Cf Ibid,, II. (Nov. 13). 

* Schmidt, L 96. Letter of Lauchou to the president of the Convention, Oct ii» 179a! 
^'The section of X79a on its own authority decreed on the 5th of this month that all pecsom 
ki a menial service shouki ba allowed to vote in our primary assemblies. . . It would be 
wcU for the National Conventiin to convince the inhabitants of Paris that dic| alooe do doI 
ODUlitote tke Miare lepnblic. However absurd this klea may be^ it b fdaiDf pctad tifiy 
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secdonsy^ those who occupy the chair are sans-cuiotUs^ and wfac 
arrange things inside the chamber, place the sentinels and estab* 
lish the censors and auditors. Five or six spies, familiar with 
the section, and paid forty sous a day, remain during the session, 
and dare do all things. These same individuals, again, are in- 
tended for the transmission of orders from one Committee of 
Supervision to another, ... so that if the sans-culottes o\ 
one section are not strong enough they may call in those of a 
neighboring section." — In such assemblies the elections are de- 
cided beforehand, and we see how the faction keeps forcibly in its 
hands, or obtains by force, every elective position. The Coun- 
cil of the Commune, in spite of the hostile inclinations of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Convention, succeeds at first ^ 
maintaining itself four months ; then, in December,* when it is 
at last compelled to break up, it reappears through the author- 
isation of the suffrage, reinforced and completed by its own class, 
with three chiefs, a syndic-attorney, a deputy and a mayor, all 
three authors or abettors of the September massacre ; witli 
Chaumette, Anaxagoras, so-called, once a cabin-boy, then a 
clerk, always in debt, a chatterer, and given to drink ; Hubert, 
called " P^re Duchesne," which states about all that is necessary 
for him ; Pache, a subaltern busy-body, a bland, smooth-faced 
intriguer, who, witr. his simple air and seeming worth, pushes 
himself up to the head of the War Department, where he used 
all its resources for pillaging, and who, bom in a door-keeper's 
lodgings, returns there, either through craft or inclination, to take 
his dinner. — ^The Jacobins, with the civil power in their hands, 
also grab the military power. Immediately after the loth of 
August,^ the National Guard is reorganised and distributed in as 

day/* — IbieL, 99. Letter of Daraour, vice-president of the Pantheon section, Oct 99 : " Ql. 
inm Paris . . . has declared that when the law is in conflict with general (^linion no attea 
don must be paid to it . . These disturbers of the public peace who desire to mooopoHae 
all places, either in the munidpality or elsewhere, are themselves the cause of the greatsit 
tumult" 

* Schmidt, L 333 (report by Dutard, May 14). 

'Mortimer>Temaux, VI. 1x7; VII. 59 (ballottings of Dec a and 4). -In moat of theae and 
the following ballottings the number of voters is but one-twentieth vX. those registered. Chai^ 
mette is elected in his section by 53 votes ; Hubert by 56; Geney, a master^ocqier, by 34; 
Lachenard, a tailor, by 39 : Douce, a building-hand, by 34. — Padie is elected mayor Feb. 15, 
S793, by zi,88i votes, out of 160,000 registered. 

* Budiez et Roux, XVII. loi (decrees of Aug. 19, 179a).— Mortimer-Temaux, IV. vty^ 
Bwmliwi, "Essaii," III. 454. "The National Guard ceased to exist after the xo^ of 

vgust**— Busot, 454. — Schmidt, I. 33 (Dutard, May 99). *' It b certala tlwt ^an ii ^f 
Hftd force belonging to Paris." 
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many battalions as there are sections, each battalion thus becom- 
ing "an armed section"; by this one may divine its composition, * 
and what demagogues are selected for its officers and sub- 
officers. " The title of National Guard," writes a deputy, " can 
no longer be given to the lot of pikemen and substitutes, mixed 
with a few bourgeois, who, since the loth of August, maintain 
the military service in Paris." There are, indeed, 110,000 names 
on paper ; when called out on important occasions, all who are 
registered may respond, if not disarmed, but, in general, almost 
all stay at home and pay a sans-culotie to mount guard in their 
place. In fact, there is for the daily service only a hired reserve 
in each section, about one hundred men, always the same indi- 
viduals. This makes in Paris a band of four or five thousand 
roughs, in which the squads may be distinguished which have 
already figured in September— Maillard and his 68 men at the 
Abbaye, Gauthier and his 40 men at Chantilly, Audouin, the 
"Sapper of the Carmelites," and his 350 men in the suburbs of 
Paris, Fournier, Lazowski and their 1,500 men at Orleans and 
Versailles.' — As to the pay of these and that of their civil auxil- 
iaries, the faction is not troubled about that; for, along with 
power, it has seized money. To say nothing of its rapine in 
September,* and without including the lucrative offices at its dis- 
position, four hundred of these being distributed by Pache alone, 
and four hundred more by Chaumette,^ the Commune has 
850,000 fi-ancs per month for its military police. Other bleed- 
ings at the Treasury cause more public money to flow into the 
pockets of its clients. One million per month supports the idle 
workmen which fife and drum have collected together to form 
the camp around Paris. Five millions of fiuncs protect the petty 
tradesmen of the capital against the depreciation in value of cer- 

■ Beaulieu, Ihid,^ IV. 6.— "Archives Nadonales," F^ 3,349 (Oiae).— Letters of the Oise 
administrators, Aug. 24, Sept la and 90, 1793. Letters of the a dministr a to ra of the dblHct 
of Qermont, Sept 14, etc 

*C£ above, ch. ix. — "Archives Nadonales," F^ 3,349. Letter of die rindnlstniton oi 
the district of Senlis, Oct 31, 1793. Two of the administrators of the Seniis hospital were 
•nested by Paris commissaries and conducted " before the pretended Committee of Public 
Safety ii. Paris, with all that they possessed in money, jewels, and assignats." The tam« 
commissaries carry off two of the hospital sbters of charity, with all the silver plate in the 
establishment; the sbters are released, but the plate is not returned.— Buchex et Rous 
XXVL 309 {PatrioU Frattfois). Session of April 30, 1793, the final report of the commia 
tion appointed to examine the accotmts of the old Committee of Supenriaion : " Pania and 
Scrgent are convicted of breaking seals." . . ** 67*580 firaaca found in Septanil'a doaofcib 
kave disappeared, aa well aa many artidea of ndn^" 

• Sdintdl, L a70^ 
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tificates of credit Twelve thousand francs a day ke^ dowD 
the price of bread for the Paris poor.' To these r^ularly allowed 
subsidies add the funds which are diverted or extorted. On one 
«de, in the War Department, Pache, its accomplice before be- 
coming its mayor, organizes a Mtady stream of waste and steal- 
ings; in three months he succeeds in bringing about a deficiency 
of 130,000,000, "without vouchers."' On another side, the 
Duke of Orleans, become Philippe- Egalit6, dragged along by 
bis old stipendiaries with a rope around his neck and almost 
strangled, has to pay out more than ever, even down to the very 
depths of his purse; to save his own life he consents to vote for 
the King's death, besides resigning himself to other sacrifices;* 
it is probable that a large portion of his 74,000,000 of indebted- 
I ness at his death is due to all this. — Thus in possession of civil 
' and military ofhces, of arms and money, the faction, masters of 
Paris, has nothing to do but master the isolated Convention, and 
this it invests on all sides.* 

II. 

Through the elections, its advance-guard of fifty deputies is 
already posted there ; while, owing to the charm it exercises over 
excitable and despotic natures, over brutal temperaments, narrow, 
disjointed minds, weak imaginations, doubtful honesty, and old 
religious or social rancor, it succeeds in doubling this number at 
die end of six months.* On the benches of the extreme " Left," 

' Mortimer.TCTTMUi. IV, an to m^, i 

•1> Sybel, "Hiiloin! (k ['Europe pentUnl 1> B«vo]udoD '. 
Rolud, U. 153, *^ll wu not only imposible to nuke out \ 
where 130,000,000 had gooe . . The day he was dismu4cd 
. , . from hu aonJn-law. who, a vicar, waa mode a dijectar k 
bur-dnuer, a tdusk icapegiace of nineteen, whom he makes 
" Ii wai proifed thai he paid in Full regimenU thai were actually itdueed to a fcw mm." — 
UetUao, ao. '^I'he laclioii became the master uf Paris through hired bhipuldB, ailed by tb« 

■Sec LD the " Memoiri of Mme. Elbot," the paniculara of this vote. — Heaulieu, I. 44^ "I 
■ftw a placard ligoed by Marat poated on the comeift of the atreeu, ileiiDE that he had dfr- 
BUmded ij,aoa francs oriheDukeafOtleiniisconipeDsitiDO for what he had done lor him." 
— GounrDeur Mortii, L 161 (Letter cf Dec. ai, 1799). Tia gilleriea foca the Cmveniisa 
B> levoke iu decree aEUntt the eapubkn of die Bouiboiu.— On the tad of Decembs tbi 
nclkiiii pceaent a pctitioa in iIh aama leoH, while [hen ii ■ ion of rkx b the aoboiba b 
iinrofPbilippe-Egalil^ 

•Schmidt, I. a4fi IDunrd, U^ 13). "Tba CooTeuioB cumi couot in all Pub d^ 
Mmiiiii la la panr." 

•BuchaKRaiui,XXV. 46}. "- ■^- -n -* -^f \~nn. flrril 1 j. ijqj. t\w»i \n Uy* 
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around Robespieirey Danton and Marat, the original nucleus of 
the September faction, sit men of their stamp, first, the corrupt, 
like Chabot, Tallien and Barras, wretches like Fouch6, Guffroy 
and Javogues, crazy enthusiasts like David, savage maniacs like 
Carrier, paltry simpletons like Josep)i Lebon, common fanatics 
like Levasseur, Baubot, Jean Bon St. Andr6, Romme and Lebas, 
after which and especially, the future representatives who have a 
grip, rough, domineering, dull fellows, who make good troopers 
for a political mihtia, Bourbotte, Duquesnoy, Rewbell, and Benta- 
boUe, '*a lot of beggarly ignoramuses," exclaimed Danton,' 
'^ without any common sense, and patriotic only when drunk. 
. . . Marat is nothing but a yelper. Legendre is fit for noth- 
mg but to cut up his meat. The rest do not know how to vote 
either sitting or standing, but they have nerves and back-bone." 
From amongst these energetic nullities arises a young monster, 
with calm, handsome features, Saint- Just, a sort of precocious 
Sylla, who, twenty-five years of age and a new-comer, springs 
at once from the ranks and, by dint of atrocities, obtains a 
prominent position.' Six years before this he began life' by 
a domestic robbery ; on a visit to his mother, he left the house 
during the night, carrying off the plate and jewels, which ht 
squandered while living in a lodging house in the Rue Ero- 
menteau, in the centre of Parisian prostitution ; ^ on the strengtli 
of this, and at the demand of his friends, he is shut up in a i;ort 
of house of correction for six months. On returning to his 
abode he occupied himself with writing an obscene poem in the 
style of La PucelU and then, through a fit of rage resembling a 
spasm, he plunged headlong into the Revolution. With " blood 
calcined by application to study," colossal self-conceit, a con- 
science that has broken its bounds, a sombre, extravagant im- 

> Pradhomme, " Crimes de la R6ToIuttoii,*' V. 133. Cooversadon with Danton, Decenw 
ber» 179a. — De Barante, III. 133. The same conversation, probably after another verbal trap 
ditkm.— I am obliged to substitute less coarse terms for those of the quotation. 

* He is the first speaker on the part of the " Mountam " in the king's trial, and at once be- 
oomes president of Uie Jacobin Club. His speech against Louis XV I. is sigpificant " Louts 
b anodMT Catifine." He should be executed, first as traitor taken in the act, and next »m 
king ; that is to say, as a natiual enemy and wild beast taken in a neL 

* Vatel, " Charlotte Corday and the Girondists," I. preface, CXLL (with all the documents^ 
die letters of Madame de Saint-Just, the examination on the 6th of October, 1786, etc) The 
articles stolen consisted of six pieces of plate, a fine ring, gold-mounted pbtols, packets cf 
silver bee, etc — ^Tbe youth declares that he is "about to enter the Comte d*Artois' rcgimea 
of guards until ha is cdd enough tQ eplei U)e king's guards." He also had an idea of ealm 
«f tba Oialoin. 
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agmziion haunted with the bloody recotds of Rome and Sputm 
a mind so warped and perverted as to find rest only in the wild 
est laradoxes, in shamdess sophistry, and in m ur dero u a fals» 
hoods;' al] these perilous mgredients, minted in the cnioble 
of suppre^ed, concentrated ambition, long and slendy bcnling 
withia him, eod io roastatit defiance, in detennined callousness^ 
in automatic rigidity, and in the absolute policy of the Utopian 
dictator and Dihilist. — It is plain that such a minority will not 
obey pariiamemarj- rules, and, rather than yield to the majority, 
that it will use in debate vociferations, insults, threats, and 
scuffles with dagger^ pistols, sabres and even the "blunder- 
busses " of a veritable combaL 

" Vile intriguers, calumniators, scoundrels, monsteis, awamn^^ 
blackguards, foob and hogs," such are the usual tenns in which 
they address each other, and these form the least of their out- 
rages.* The president, at certain sessions, is obliged three times 
to put CD his hat and, at last, breaks his belL They insult him, 
force him to leave his seat and demand that " he be removed." 
Bazire tries to snatch a declaration presented by him "out of bis 
hands." Bourdon, from the department of Oise, cries out to 
him that if he "dares to read it he will assassinate him." * The 
chamber "has become an arena of.gladiators."* Sometimes the 
entire " Mountain " darts from its benches on the lefi, while a simi- 
lar human wave rolls down from those on the right ; both clash 
in the centre of the room amidst furious screams and shouts ; in 
one of these hubbubs one of the " Mountain " having drawn a 
pistol the Girondist Duperret draws his sword.* After the middk 
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snployed by Danton, David, Legendn, and Marat). 

' ■jrox/fc-r, XV. 74.— Buchei « Koui, XXVIL im, i;?, Rcrioiu of Jan. « and Uay ■}. 
• J/mtor, XIV. Ssi. (ScHionoTDtc. 16, 1793. Spetth by JuUeo, 1 
•J/«i'(n'r, XIV. ;6B(ieiiiDD0f Dec 16I. I'hc preiidait laya: " I han called Caloa H 

onkrihicc timea, and ihno Dme* hai be uiitEd." — Vetguiaud dslana that " Tba ndoiltf 

tt iht Aiacmbly b under the yoke of a Kdidatia vaBonvt."~liU., XIV. Iji, Ijj, |6j ^gf. 
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of December prominent members of the "Right," " cooEtantly 
persecuted, threatened and outraged," reduced to "being out 
every night, are compelled to carry arms in self-defense," ' and, 
jfter the King's execution, " almost all " bring them to the ses- 
sions of the Convention. Any day, indeed, they may .00k for ' 
the final attack, and they are not disposed to die unavenged: 
during the night of March 9, finding that they are only forty- 
three, they agree to launch themselves in a body "at the first 
hostile movement, against their adversaries and kill as many as 
possible " before perishing,* 

It is a desperate resource, but the only one. For, besides the 
madmen belonging to the Convention, they have against them 
the madmen in the galleries, and these likewise are September 
murderers. The vilest Jacobin rabble purposely takes its stand 
near them, at Srst in the old Riding-school, and then in the new 
hall in the Tuileries. They see above and in a circle around 
them drilled adversaries, eight or nine hundred heads packed "in 
the great gallery at the bottom, under a deep and silent vault," 
and, besides these, on the sides, a thousand or fifteen hundred 
more, two immense tribunes completely filled.* The galleries of 
the Constituent and Legislarive Assemblies, compared with these, 
were calm. Nothing is more disgraceful to the Convention, 
writes a foreign spectator,* than the insolence of the audience. 
One of the regulations prohibits, indeed, any mark of approval 
or disapproval, "but it is violated every day, and nobody is ever 
punished for this delinquency." The majority in vain expresses 
Its indignation at this "gang of hired ruffians," who beset and 
oppress it, whSe at the very time that it utters its complaints, it 
endures and tolerates it "The struggle is trightful," says a 
deputy,* "screams, murmurs, stampings, shouts. . . , The 
foulest insults were launched fi^m the galleries." "For a long 
time," sap another, "no one can speak here without obtaining 



—Moon, II. i]j (Ocuin, 1791). t 
CUKd uid podrctputok. 

• Daubui, "La DemEOsle en 1793," p- loi. Docriptioii of tha hail b7 Fi 
4rli3i Elustntkiru. — ihiiL, 1^ Lcoer of Bruut tohuconuituefiii: " Tbe brifuidi SAd Ai 
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■ Haon, L 44 (Oct u>). ud II. 534. 
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dieir permissioQ." ' The (iay that Buzot obtains the floor to 
speak against Marat, "they break out furiously, ydling, stamp- 
ing, and threatening " ; * every time that Buzot tries to begin his 
voice is drowned in the clamor, while he remains half an hour id 
tiie tribune without completing a sentence. On the calb of die 
House, especially, their cries resemble those of the excited aowd 
at a Spanish bull-fight, with their eager eyes and heaving breasts, 
watching the contest between the bull and the picadoresj every 
time that a deputy votes against the death of the King or for an 
appeal to the people, there are the "vociferations of cannibals,' 
and "interminable ye'.b" every time that one votes for the indict- 
ment of Marat. "I declare," say deputies in the tribune, "that 
I am not free here ; I declare that I am forced to debate under the 
knife." ' Charles Villette is told at the entrance that "if he does 
not vote for the King's death he will be massacred." — And these 
are not empty threats. On the loth of March, awaiting the 
promised riot, "the tribunes, duly advised, . . . had already 
loaded their pistols.'" In the month of May, the tattered 
women hired for the purpose, under the title of " Lailies of the 
Fraternity," formed a club, came daily early in the morning to 
mount guard, with arms in their hands, in the corridors of the 
Convention ; they tear up all tickets given to men or women not 
of their band ; they take possession of all the seats, show pistols 
and daggers, and declare that "eighteen hundred heads must be 
knocked off to make thmgs go on right.'" 

Behind these two first rows of assaiianis is a third, much more 
compact, the more fearful because it is undefined and obicure, 
namely, the vague multitude forming the anarchical set, scattered 
throughout Paris, and always ready to renew the loth of August 
and 2d of September against the obstinate majority. Incendiary 
motions and demands for riots come incessantly from the Com- 
mune, and Jacobin, Cordeliers, and I'Evgch^ clubs; from the 

■BuchuuRoui, XX. J, 396. Speech brDupemt,iaLdon of Apnl II, 1791. 

•Diubui, 143. Lciur of VaUi^ ApKJ 14.— Cf. MmSlnr, XIV. 746, Kuaa of t>«. 14. 
—im. goo. Muion of Dec JO— M.V/., 853, iBiioii of Dec. nS. 

■ Speech by Satlu- — Lanjuinais bIjd sayi; "One Kemi lo deliberate \iert in a tnt CfB. 
mdoo; bui it i. onlj under die daKSe^MJ onnonoruif fiu:lioin--«™V«r, XV. ilg, 
■BIBail OT Jan. 16, Speech by N , deputy, iti deliTciy iniisied on by Cbatia Villnib 

• '■AtchivB Natiaulo." At. 11. 4S- Pohce icpmo. Majt iS, ig, 19. "Tlxnbhn 
«fa bloody Kcne the lint (Uy.'—BudiBM Rout, XXVILia}. RepoRarGau loipM 

M> ii( ih> Cuamlioii hiU. 
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assemblies of the sections and groups stationed at the Tuileriei 
and in the streets. "Yesterday," writes the president of the 
Tuileries section/ "at the same moment, at various points about 
Paris, the Rue du Bac, at the Marais, in the Church of St. Eus- 
tache, at the Palace of the Revolution, on the Feuillants terrace, 
scoundrels were preaching pillage and assassination." — On the 
following day, again on the Feuillants terrace, that is to say, 
right under the windows of the Convention, "they urge the 
assassination of Louvel for having denounced Robespierre." — 
Minister Roland writes : " I hear of nothing but conspiracy and 
plans to murder." — ^Three weeks later, for several days, " an up- 
rising is announced in Paris";* the Minister is warned that 
"alarm guns would be fired," while the heads are designated 
beforehand on which this ever muttermg insurrection will burst 
In the following month, in spite of the recent precise law, 
"the electoral assembly prints and circulates gratis the list of 
members of the Feuillants and Slainte-Chapelle clubs ; it likewise 
orders the printing and circulation of the list of the eight thou- 
sand, and of the twenty thousand, as well as of the clubs of 1789 
and of Montaigu."' In January, "hawkers cry through the 
streets a list of the aristocrats and royalists who voted for an apn 
peal to the people." * Some of the appellants are singled out by 
name through placards ; Thibaut, bishop of Cantal, while read- 
ing the poster on the wall relating to him, hears some one along 
side of him say : " I should like to know that bishop of Cantal ; 
I would make bread tasteless to him." Roughs point out cer- 
tain deputies leaving the Assembly, and exclaim : " Those are 
the beggars to cut up I " — From week to week signs of insurrec- 
tion increase and multiply, like flashes of lightning in a coming 
tempest. On the ist of January, " it is rumored that the barriers 
are to be closed at night, and that domiciliary visits are going to 
begin again." * On the 7th of January, on the motion of the 

^MomUur, XIV. 36a (Not. i, \T^).^lbid.t 387, session of Nov. 4. Speech by Royer 
and Gorsas. — Ibid.^ 38a. Letter by Roland, Nov. 5. 

> Maniteur, XIV. 699. Letter of Roland, Nov. 38. 

*MamUur, XIV. 697, number for Dec 11. 

^MoniUur^ XV. 180, session of Jan. 16. Speech by Lehardy, Hugues, and Thibaut— 
MeiUan, 14: "A line of separation between the two sides of the Assembly was then tiaoed. 
Several deputies which the &ction wished to put out of the way had voted for death (of thf 
Idng). Almost all of these were down on the list of those in &vor of the appeal to the pw^ 
pfe, ;rhich was the basis preferred. We were then known as appeUaftU.** 
: ^Momitur, XV. 8. Speech by Rabaud St Ecienne.— Brcht^ et Roux, XXIII. 14.^ 
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GravflKers section, the Commune demands of die Minister of 
War 132 cannon stored at Saint-Denis, to divide among the sec- 
tions. On the 1 5th of January the same section proposes to the 
other forty-seven to appoint, as on the loth of August, special 
commissaries to meet at the Ev^ch^ and watch over public 
safety. That same day, to prevent the Convention from misun- 
derstanding the object of these proceedings, it is openly stated 
in the tribunes that the cannon brought to Paris "are for another 
lolh of August against that body." The same day, military 
force has to be employed to prevent bandits from going to the 
prisons "to renew the massacres." On the 28th of January the 
Palais-Royal, the resort of the pleasure-seeking, is surrounded 
by Santerre, at eight o'clock in the evening, and "about dx 
thousand men, found without a certificate of civism," are arrested, 
subject to the decision one by one of their section. — Not only 
does the lightning flash, but already the bolt descends in isolated 
places.' On the 31st of December a man named Louvain, 
formerly denounced by Marat as Lafayette's agent, is slain in 
the faubourg St. Antoine, and his corpse dragged through the 
streets to the Morgue. On the 25th of February, the grocer- 
shops are pillaged at the instigation of Marat, with the conniv- 
ance or sanction of the Commune. On the 9th of March the 
printing establishment of Gorsas is sacked by two hundred men, 
armed with sabres and pistols. The same evening and on the 
next morning the riot extends to the Convention itself; "the 
committee of the Jacobin club summons every section in Paris 
to arms" to "get rid" of the a//f//fln/ deputies and the ministers; 
the Cordeliers club requests the Parisian authorities "to take 
sovereignty into their own hands and place the treacherous dep- 
uties under arrest"; Foumier, Varlet, and Champion ask the 
Commune "to declare itself in insurrection and close the bar- 
riers" ; all the approaches to the Convention are occupied by the 
"dictators of massacre," Potion* and Beumonville being recog- 

MonimcT.Tcmiui, V. tii.—Mcmlnir. XV. iSo. •coion o( Jan. i«.— Budio a. Vmox, 
XXIV. ii^—M<-mliHr. XV. igi. Utur oT the mayor oT Ym%. Jan. A—lUd., tj^ iM- 
Id of Roland, Jnn. i6 — Bushei ci Roui. XXIV. 4t». Rtpon by Sanlene. 

■Bucheiet Rom, XXV. ?j la t6.— Moriiincr-Tcmaui. VI. 184 (MaoiTEsW of llie ouD^ 
toamiUBc. MimJi g, 3 o'clock in Ihc momatt.—liiJ., 193. Nanative of Foumier al tlw 
bar of the Connntion, ManJi 1 1.— Repon of the mayor 1^ Pari^ Much to.— Repoit of th* 

•P«ti(u."M(meiR*,"io«<EiLDaubiiii|: " Hov many lima I hsud, ■ Yon nK^wcIl 
baTe]rourlMadl' II nil 1 hi in iin ilnulir clial 1I1111 nftm |ili 1 111 1 twliallw " 
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nised on tlieii passing, pursued and in danger of death, whik 
furious mobs gather on the Feuillants terrace " to award populai 
judgment," "to cut off heads" and "send them into the depart- 
ments." — Luckily, it rains, which always cools down populai 
effervescence, Kervilegan, a. deputy from Finist^re, who escapes, 
finds means of sending to the other end of the faubourg St. 
Marceau for a battalion of volunteeis from Brest that had 
arrived a few days before, and who were still loyal ; these come 
in time and save the Convention. — Thus does the majority live 
under the triple^ressuifi.o£ the " Mountain," the galleries and the 
outside populace, and from month to month, especially sfier 
March lo, the pressure gets to be worse and wmse. 

III. 
Under diis pressure &om month to month the majority Mters, 
^-Some are overcome by purely physical fright On the King's 
trial, at the third call of the House, when votes for death came 
down from the galleries above, a deputy near Daunou "showed 
in a most energetic manner his disapproval of this." On his 
turn coming, "the galleries, which had undoubtedly noticed his 
attitude," burst out in such violent threats that for some minutes 
his voice could not be heard; "silence was at length restored, 
and he voted — death." ' — Others, like Durand-Maillane, " warned 
by Robespierre that the strongest party is the safest," say to them- 
telves "that it is wise and necessary not to oppose excited peo- 
ple," making up their minds " to keep aloof under the shield of 
their silence and insignificance." * Among the five hundred 
deputies of the Plain, many are of this stamp. They begin to 
be called "the Marsh Frogs." In six months they settle down 
of themselves into so many mute figureheads, or, rather, homi- 
cidal puppets, "whose hearts, shrunk through fear, rise in their 
ttiroats"* every time that Robespierre looks at them. Long 

■ T^DukHb. "DocuineiiB biagraphiqua," on [>)iuiiou INamlin b]r Dauiioii), p. jl— 
Doulect de Pooifcouknt, "MfanoiTM," I. rjg: "It wuihen ihit the 'Mounain* used d 
Ihe meuu of Intiaiidatiaa it kaew lo well how to bring into play, lilluig Ibe gaDoiq with lli 
HUcDil?*, who ihouEcd Dul to ckIi oihVT the name of each dopury u he itepp«d up lo tb« 
~ ot'otcfocln 
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facet atreadr disclose "die poUor of fear or die Teagnation of 
despair.'' ' Cambaccres bean to die windward, and dien takes 
R^ge in his Committee on LegisIaDon.* Boirbe, hara a valet, 
aztd a valet rcadr for anything, places his sonthem mode of do- 
ing things zt the sorice of the probable majantr, ap to the time 
of derocng his cmel rhetonc to the service of the dominant 
minority. Si^es, after ca.<itiDg his vote for death, maintaini 
ofcsiinaie silence, as much th-ongh disgust as throogb pradoice : 
" Of what avail is my ^as of wine in this torrent of dram-drink- 
ing?"' — Many, even among die Giroodists, use sophistry to 
color their concessions in their own eyes. Some amcmg dicse 
"think that they enjoy some degree of popularity, and fear thai 
this win be c^Hnpromned.' Again, they pot forth the pretext ot 
the necessity of maintaining one's influeiKX for important occa- 
sions. Occasionally, they afiect to say, or say it in good faith. 
Let them (the extravagant) keep on, they will god each other 
out and use themselves up."— Frequently, the modves alleged 
are scandalous or grotesque. According to BariMroux, immedi- 
ate execution roust be voted, because that is the best way to 
exculpate the Gironde and shut the mouths of their Jacobin 
calumniaton.* According to Berher, it is essential to vote death 
for, why vote for exile ? Louis XVL would be torn to pieces 
before reaching the frontier,* — On the eve of the verdict, Ver- 
gniaud says to M. de S^gur: " I vote Death ? It is an Insult to 
■Uppos.; me capable of such a disgracefiil act I " And, "he sets 
forth the frightful iniquity of such a coiuse, its uselcssness, and 
even its danger." " I would ladier stand alone in my opinion 
than vote Death!"' The next day, having voted as is wdl 
known, he excuses himself by saying " that he did not think he 

■ Hf**-" RoUad, "JAtmaiwm," bL BarriiicM Berrille, II. 59. — (Noo: by KoUnd.) 

tJ/jiitfJWfr, XV. fB7. Cunbac^T^ vDtaf : "Loiiif hat iiicitn«d dK peidltia cfObtBhof 

In ih* ptiul coda agaiiut canipinton. . . The cicculiaa m he poKpaned uma tuMiUda 

OIBH. In Qua of iavHop of the French irrritoTy by the Eoemiea of the republic, tbe docna 

la b« mfoned"— On Bantre. kc Micaulay'i cruihing 3/Ticie in " EionniphiQl Cnayi.' 

*8alnu-BeiiTa, "Cauiaiodu Luadi," V. 109. ("ijiiyem," accoRlini 10 hn nnpablukad 
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ought to put the life of one mxa in the scale against the public 
wel&re." ' Fifteen or twenty deputies, influenced by his exam- 
ple, voted as he did, which support sufficed to turn the majority.* 
^The same weakness is found at other decisive moments 
Charged with the denunciation of the conspiracy of the loth ol 
March, Vergniaud attributes it to tlie aristocrats, and admits to 
Louvet that "he did not wish lo name the real conspirators foi 
fear of embittering violent men already pushing things to excess."' 
The truth is, the Girondists, as formerly the Constitutionalists, | 
at too dvilized for their adversaries, and submit to force for tack / 
of resolution to employ it themselves. / 

"To put down the faction," says one of them,* " can be done 
(Uily by cutting its throat, which, perhaps, would not be difficult 
to do. All Paris is as weary as we are of iti yoke, and if wr 
had any liking Tor or knowledge how to deal with insurrections, 
we could soon throw it off But how can measures of atrocity 
be adopted against men who would make them > reproach 
against their adversaries ? And yet they would have saved the 
country." Consequently, incapable of action, able only to talk, 
reduced to protests, to barring -the way to revolutionary decrees, 
to making appeals to the department against Paris, they stand 
as an obstacle to all the practical people who are heartily en- 
gaged in the brunt of the actioo. — "There is no doubt that Cor- 
net is as honest as they are, as faoneat as a booby fiuiatic can 
be."* Cambon, undoubtedly with ai much integrity as Roland, 
pronounced as loudly as he against the 2d of Sqitembor, the 
Commune, and anarchy.* — But, to Camot and Cambon, who 
pass their nights, one in establishing his budgets, and the other 
in studying his cards, they require, first of all, a government 
which will provide them with millions and with armies, and, 
therefore, an unscrupulous and unanimous Convention; that is to 
say, there being no other expedient, a Convention under com- 
]iubion, which means, finally, a Convention purged of ttonbl^ 

'Humawl if i. M— * (.-^l— rf ■»». f i[ ), "A— f„^M ||| n I 1 lliili 

• MtusKT, ■■VonP^P-rifc'aMBwntoortiU). T» ri » ii i > )ro(tt> ,l i t li 4i ilJ> 
> Louicl. n 

• Uollu. iG. 

'MtmUi^, XIV. 4^», i nrim i rf Nmr. in, 17^1, Spcwk by Cadn : "Thlth«hBI» 
■on wky 1 ihill il«Ti dcteM Iha sd <■( Setnemba ; for nnir *1II I ■rppnm oT aM^te 
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some, dissentient orators ; * in other words, the dictatorship of 
the Parisian populace. After the 15th of December, 1792, Cam- 
bon gives himself up to it entirely, and even erects the terrorism 
of the rabble into an European system ; from that date on,' he 
preaches universal sans-culotierie^ a regime which will have the 
poor for its administrators and the rich for its rate-payers, in 
short, the restoration of privileges in an inverse sense ; already 
the expression is true which Si^yes subsequently utters ; the ques- 
tion is no longer an application of the principles of the Revolu- 
tion, but the salvation of its men. In the presence of this ever 
keener and keener necessity, numbers of hesitating deputies fol- 
low the stream, letting the Montagnards have their own way and 
separating themselves from the Girondists. 

And, what is graver still, the Girondists, above all these defec 
tions, are untrue to themselves. Not only are they ignorant of 
how to draw a line, of how to form themselves into a compact 
body; not only "is the very idea of a collective proceeding 
repulsive, each member desiring to keep himself independent^ 
and act as he thinks best," ^ make motions without consulting 
others, and vote as the occasion calls for against his party, but, 
through its abstract principle, they are in accord with their ad- 
versaries, and, on the fatal declivity whereon their honorable 
and humane instincts still retain them, this common dogma, like 
a concealed weight, causes them to sink lower and lower down, 
even into the bottomless pit, where the State, according to the 
formulae of Jean Jacques, omnipotent, philosophic, anti-catholic, 
anti-Christian, despotic, levelling, intolerant, and propagandist, 

>'*Le Mar6chal Davcust, ' by Madame de BlocquevtDe. Letter of Davoust, battalion 
officer, June a. 1793 : 'We are animated with the spirit of Lepelleder, which is all that need 
be said with respect to otir opinions and what we will do in the coming crisis, in which, per> 
haps, a /action vriU try to phtnge us anen. into a civil tear between the departmenU mnd 
Petri*. Perfidious eloquence . . . conservative Tartufes." 

^Moniteur^ XIV. 738. Report by Cambon, Dec 15. " On the way French generals are 
to act in countries occupied by the armies of the republic." This important document is a 
tnie manifesto of the Revolution. — Huchez et Roux, XXV II. 140, session of May so^ and 
XXVI. 177, session of April 27, speech by Cambon : ** The department of H6rault says t« 
this or that individual : * You arc rio'i ; your opinions cause tis expenditiue. . . I mean to 
fix you to the Revohttioii in spite of yourbeif. You shall lend your fortune to the republic, 
•nd when liberty is esublisl.ed the re>,^ublic will return your capital to you. — * I should like, 
tfien, following the example uf the department of H^rault, that the Convention ttiould orgaa« 
be a dvic loan of one billion, to be supv>Ued by egoists and the lukewarm. *** cr p e of Miqr 
■0^ "passed almost tmanimously. A forced loan of one billion shall be ouMloon wealthy 



* Meillan, zoo. 
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forbids education, levels fortunes, persecutes the Church, op- 
presses consciences, crushes out the individual, and, by military 
force, imposes its forms abroad.* At bottom, save an excess of 
brutality and of precipitation, the Girondists, setting out from 
the same principles as the " Mountain," march forward to the 
same end along with the " Mountain." Hence the effect of sec- 
tarian prejudice on them in mollifying their moral repugnances. 
Secretly, in their hearts, revolutionary instincts conspire with 
those of their enemies, and, on many occasions, they^ bebay 
themselves. — ^Through these devices and multiplied weaknesses, 
on the one hand, the majority diminishes so as to present but 
279 votes against 228;' on the other hand, through frequent 
failures it surrenders to the besiegers one by one every com- 
manding post of the public citadel, so that nothing remains but 
to fly, or beg for mercy, at the first attack. 

IV. 

On principle, it carries a vote for a departmental guard, but, 
owing to the opposition of the Montagnards^ it fails to put the 
principle into operation. — For six months it is protected, and, on 
the loth of March, saved, through the spontaneous aid of pro- 
vincial federates, but, far from organising these passing auxiliaries 
into a permanent body of faithful defenders, it allows tliem to be 
dispersed or corrupted by Pache and the Jacobins. — It passes 
decrees frequently for the punishment of the abettors of the Sep- 
tember crime, but, on their menacing petition, the trials are 
indefinitely postponed.' — It has summoned to its bar Fournier, 
Lazowski, Deflieux, and other leaders, who, on the loth of 

I Speech by Ducos, March 30. ** We must decide between domestic education acd lib- 
erty. So long as the poor and the rich are not brought close together through a common 
education, in vain will your laws procLiim sacred eg^iaWy ! " — Rabaut-Saint-Etienne : *' la 
every canton a national temple will be erected, in which every Sunday its municipal officers 
will give moral instruction to the assembled citizens. This instruction will be drawn from 
books approved of by th; legislative body, and followed by hymns also approved of by the 
legislative body. A cattchism, as simple as it is short, drawn up by the legislative body, 
ihall be taught and every boy will know it by heart." — ()n the sentiments of the Girondists 
in relation to Christianity, see chapters v. and n. of this volume—On the means for equalit- 
ing fortuaes, see articles by Babaut-Saint-£tienne (Buchez et Roux, XXI II. 467).— 
Ibid.y XXIV. 475 (March 7-1 1) decree abolishing the testamentary right.— Condorcct, in 
his '* Tableau des progrte de I'Esprit humain," assigns the levelling of conditions as 
the object of society. — On propagandism abroad, read the report by Cambon (Dec 
15). This report is nearly unanimously accepted, and Buzot makes it worse by add- 
ing an amendment. 

* Buchez et Roux, XXVII. 387, session of May a8, vote on the maintenance of the 
Commission of Twelve. 

* Momittur^ XV. 395, sessioo of Feb. 8, 1793, 
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March, were disposed to throw it out of the windows, but, oa 
making their impudent apology, it sends them away acquitted, 
fr^, and ready to begin over again.* At the War Department 
it raises up in turn twocunping Jacobins, Pache and Bouchotte, 
who are to work against it unceasingly. At the Department of 
the Interior it allows the fall of its firmest support, Roland, and 
appoints Garat in his place, an ideologist, whose mind, composed 
of glittering generalities, with a character made up of contra- 
dictory inclinations, fritters itself away in reticences, in falsehoods 
and in half-way treachery, under the burden of his too onerous 
duties. — It votes the murder of the King, which places an insur- 
mountable barrier of blood between it and all honest persons.*- 
[It plunges the nation into a war in behalf of principles,* and 
excites an European league against France, which league, in 
msferring the perils arising fix)m the September crime to the 
{{frontier, permanently establishes the September regime in the 
' Interior. — It forges in advance the vilest instruments of the forth- 
coming Reign of Terror, through the decree which establishes the 
revolutionary tribune, with Fouquier-Tinville as public prosecu- 
tor, and the obHgation for each juryman to utter his verdict aloud; ' 
through the decree condemning every hnigri to civil death, and 
the confiscation of his property " of either sex," even a simple 
fugitive, even returned withm six months;^ through the decree 
which "outlaws aristocrats and enemies of the Revolution";* 
through the decree which, in each commune, establishes a tax 
on the wealth of the commune in order to adapt the price of 
bread to wages ; ^ through the decree which subjects every bag 
of grain to declaration and to the maximum ; ' through the de- 
cree which awards six years in irons for any traffic in the cur- 

> Decrees of March 13 and 14. 

* Moore, II. 44 (October, 1793). Danton declares in the tribune that "the ConTentiao 
should be a committee of bstruction for kings throughout the universe." On which Moora 
remarks that this is equivalent to declaring war against all Europe except Switzerland— 
Mallet-Dupan, "Considerations sur la Revolution de France," p. 37: "In a letter which 
chance has brought to ray notice, Brissot wrote to one of hb minister-generals towards th« 
close of last year : ' The four quarters of Europe must be set on fire ; that is our salvation.* ** 

* Duvergier, "Collection des lois et dtorets." Decree of March zo-ia. Title I. articles i, 
la, 13: title IL articles a, 3. Add to this the decree of March a9>3X, establishing the pen- 
alty of death against whoever composes or prints documents favoriag the re-cstablishmeat of 
royalty. 

« Decree of March a8, April 5 (article 6).— C£ the decre es of Biarch x8 and April m^ 84 

* Decree of Mardi 87-90. 

* Decree of April 5-7. 

Wecree of Ma74- A law fixing the highest piioe mt vUdi grata ibal be sold.— Ta 
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rency;' through the decree which orders a forced loan of a 
billion, extorted from the rich;* through the decree which raises 
in each town a paid army of sans-culotUs " to hold aristocrats 
under their pikes " ; * in fine, through the decree which, institut- 
ing the Committee of Public Safety,* fashions a central motor to 
set these sharp scythes agoing and mow down fortunes aiid 
lives with the utmost rapidity. — To these engines of general de- 
suuclion it adds one more, which is special and operates against 
itself. Not only does it furnish its rivals of the Commune with 
the miUions they need to pay their bands; not only does it ad- 
vance to the different sections,* in the form of a loan, the hun- 
dreds of thousands of fcancs which are needed to satisfy the 
thirst of their yelpers; but again, at the end of March, just at 
the moment when it happens to escape the first Jacobin invasion, 
it provides for the election by each section of a Committee of 
Supervision, authorised to make domiciliary visits and to disarm 
the suspected;* it allows this committee to make arrests and 
inflict special Uxes ; to facilitate its operations it orders a list of 
the inmates of each house, legibly "stating names, surnames, 
ages and professions," to be affixed to the entrance,'' a copy of 
which must be left with the committee, and which is subject to 
its control. To end the matter, it submits itself, and, "regard- 
less of the inviolability of a representative of the French 
nation," * it decides that, in case of political denunciation, iti 
own members may be brought to triaL 



" I seem to hear you," writes a sarcastic observer,' " address- 
ing the faction in these terms : Now, look here, we have the 
means, but we are not disposed to make use of them against 
you ; it would be unfair to attack you unarmed. Public powei 
emanates from two pdnciples, legal authority and armed force. 
Now we will at once create committees of supervision, of which 

■ Dtcne of April ii-iG (beatiaiM Itumlucliaa in value oT Ihc lagil cuinDC)>. — Tn.). 

• Dtcne of May ta-ts. 

' Decree at April 5-7. Wofdi ucd \rj Duum in ihc onma of lb* dsfaMB. 

* Decne of April 5-iT. 

• Dccna uf Miy 13. i(^ », >3, t4> ■$■ AuKl tf, June ■■ 

* Decreet of March at-sj uti Blutfa 96-39. 
' Deem of March aj^^i- 

■ Decree &r A^jiil 1-^ 

•Sdimidi. L 13a. RcpoR by Dutud, Un w. 
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jou shall appoint the heads, for the reason diat, wttib a w]^ ol 
this kind, you can lash every honest man in Paris, and thus leg 
nlate public opinion. We will do more than this, for the sacrifice 
would not be complete ; we are disposed to make you a present 
of our armed force, with authority to disarm anybody that you 
may suspect As far as we are concerned, we are ready to sur- 
render even our pocket-knives,' and remain apart, content with 
our virtues and talents. — But mind what you are about Should 
you be so ungrateful as to attack our sacred persons, we shall 
find avengers in the departments." "What good will the depart- 
ments do you, let loose against each other, after you are out of 
the way ? " — No summary could be more exact nor any predic- 

\ tion more accurately based. Henceforth, and by virtue of the 
Convention's own decrees, not only have the Jacobins the whole 
of the executive power in their hands, as this is found in civilised 
countries, but likewise the discretionary power of the antique 
tyrant oi modem pacha, that arbitrary, strong arm which, sing- 
ling out the individual, falls upon him and takes &om him his 
aims, his freedom, and his money. After the aSth of March, we 

' Bee in Paris a. resumption of the system which, instituted by the 
loth of August, was completed by the 2d of September. In the 
morning, drums beat to arras ; at noon, the barriers are shut, the 
bridges and passages guarded, and sentinels stand on the comers 
of the streets; no one is allowed "to pass outside the limits of 
his section," or circulate within them without showing his certifi- 
cate of civism ; houses are invested, numbers of persons are 
arrested,' and, during the succeeding months, this operation is 
carried on under the sway of the Committee of Supervision. 
Now, this Committee, in almost all the sections, "is made up of 
lans-cuhtUs" not fadiers of families, men of judgment and ex- 
perience, people living a long time in the quarter, but "strangers, 
or young men trying to be something," ' ambitious underlings, 




■ Bucbu et Roui. XXV. i; 
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igDoiant dare-devils, despotic intenneddlers, implacable, ^oomy, 
raw inquisitors. 

The first thing is the disarmament of the suspected. "It suf- 
fices that any citizen shall be denounced as such, and that the 
said case of suspicion be known to the Committe " ; ' or that his 
certificate of civism be delivered to him only within a month,* 
for any delegate, accompanied by ten armed men, to resort to his 
house and search it. In the section of the Reunion alone, on 
the first day, 57 denounced persons are thus disarmed for "acts 
of incivism or expressions adverse to the Republic," not merely 
lawyers, notaries, architects, and other prominent men, but petty 
tradesmen and shop -keepers, hatters, dyers, locksmiths, mechan- 
ics, gildets, and keepers of refreshment saloons. One section, 
in defiance of the law, adds to these in block the signers of the 
petition of the eight thousand and that of the twenty thousand. 
"Through such contrivances," says an observer,* "ail the guns 
in Paris, numbering more than a hundred thousand, pass into 
the hands of the faction." None remain for its adversaries, even 
in the gunshops; for, through an ordinance of the Commune, no 
one may purchase a gun without a certificate issued by the Com- 
mittee of Supervision of the section.' — On the other hand, owing 
to the power of granting or refusing certificates of dvism, each 
Committee, on its own authority, interposes bairieis as it pleases 
in all directions, public or private, to every inhabitant within its 
bounds. It is impossible for any person who has not obtained 
his certificate * to have a passport for travelling, although a trades, 
man ; no public employee, no clerk of the administration, advo- 
cate or notary can keep his place without it; no one can go out 
of Paris or return late at night. If one goes out to take an air- 

n«t nil the KcdoB Igitum w« •oucbi.*'— "Aichira ntnalo," P, j,a^ ud 3,197, 
Kcadi of ddMB la dia committRi ol (npsrUoa bekmgmji ts [be lectloni of the lUimlon 
■od Dti^ de rHoDUbe. Quality of mind vtd eAi^miiim mn both ladKalcd by oilbag- 
ttfbt- Pb 111 mini "-L* M J/MT tt MH «wr ilirfia; orkigei; Lccnin d'uBc ktrei du 
■t (W ll ooPBiTkm qid imite k comit^ a h tmupfrrtB de smtca cbu 
~ ' lefleu de bire pcrquiiilion chei lid ct duu tool cm 

. SectkBiirdKKtiiBUB,afficUlrepott,Hanbaa. 
I, XXV. Its. AnorduuoaortlKoiouiuiiKtMuchif. 

• Scbmldi, L taj. Report b]r Duiaid. May 14. 

• Bucba et fjHX, XXV. 167. Ordinuce of May aj. XXXVII. iji. On&Mno* <t 
M^aa 

"Mrrhi-Til*i"U-'— i"^'i],TH Se^ la panicuki, dMcAcWnrpnttaf IfaaBHalbof 
ApriL-BadkB <■ Ran, XXV, M» and XXVL Ma (ofdinoca* «( do csnmqi^ Uwk ■; 
wdlUra). 
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big, there is duiger of being airested and brought back between 
two soldiers to the committee of the section; if one stays at 
home, it is with the chance of being inspected as a haiborei of 
j^ests or nobles. Any Parisian opening his windows in the 
morning may find his house surrounded by a company of tar- 
magnoles, if he has not the indispensable certificate in his pocket' 
In the eyes of a Jacobin committee, there is no civism but in 
Jacobinism, and we can imagine whether this patent would be 
willingly conferred on opponents, or even on the lukewarm ; what 
examinations they would have to undergo ; what questions they 
would be obliged to answer; how many goings and comings, 
solidtadons, appeaiances and w^dngs would be imposed on 
them; with what persistency it would excite delay, and with 
what satisfaction it would be refused. Buzot presented himself 
four times at the Committee of Quatre- Nations to obtain a cer- 
tificate for his domestic, and failed to get it.* — There is another 
still more efiectual expedient for keeping the ill-disposed in check. 
The committee of each section, aided by a member of the Com- 
mune,* designates the twelve thousand men drafted for the expe- 
dition into La Vend^ and picks them by name, one by one, as 
it may select them; the effect of this is to purge Paris of twelve 
thousand anti-Jacobins, and tranquillise the section assembhes, 
where opposition is often objectionable. To this end the com- 
mittee selects fiist, and gives the preference to, the clerks of law- 
yers and notaries, those of banking-houses, the administradon, 
and of merchants, the unmarried m all othces and counting- 
rooms, in short, all cehbates belonging to the middle class of 
Paris, of which there are more than twenty-five thousand;* 
according to the ordinance, every other one is taken, those un- 
doubtedly in worst repute with the Committee, this proceeding 

iBacbsMRixsi, XXVT. 401 (nddf frooi die AfrMr A>iai^iift, Hit S). "Ammxtn 

■ iiMt Ji n] ktcly to ■ ftiffatfol ertent. Tlw najtwtiij anBtawi wah jKhonn. Nobodf 
bM ur Ida of die 1~J— — ud '■"-*™— witb whicJi ciniBii ne Baud. Sai^tK ud 
■ Sabl.BulhillDIilcw iRalltlutm talked of "—UolLui, jj. "Let uiTbadTlq iiiij KBI !■ 

uiBted die Iblkiwiiic sight. "—Gmii'Biieur Morrii, Much 19, 17;]. "VotEidiT 1 wia 
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ntenciiig the tongues of the others and preveoting evil talking ia 
Acir sections.' 

While one I.md dutches [he collar, the other rummages the 
pocket. The Committee of Supervision of each section, always 
aided by a member of the Commune,* designates all persons in 
easy circumstances, estimates their incomes as it pleases, 01 
according to common report, and sends them an order to pay a 
particular sum in proportion to their surplus, and according to a 
progressive tax. The allowance which is exempt for the head of a 
family is 1,500 francs per annum, besides 1,000 francs for his wife 
and 1,000 francs for each child ; if the excess is over 15,000 or 
10,000 francs, they assess it 5,000 francs ; if more than 40,000 or 
50,000 francs, they assess it zo,ooo ; in no case may the surplus re- 
tained exceed 30,000 francs; all above this amount goes to the 
State. The first third of this sudden contribution to the public funds 
b required in forty-eight hours, the second in a fortnight, and the 
remaining third in a month, under serious penalties. If the tax 
happens to be exaggerated, if an income is uncertain or imag- 
inary, if receipts are yet to come in, if there is no ready money, 
i, like Francceur, the opera manager, a man "has nothing but 
debts," so much the worse. " In case of refusal," writes the sec- 
tion of Bon-Conseil, "his personal and real property shall be 
sold by the revolutionary committee, and his person declared 
suspected,"' — Even this is simply an installment on account: 
"There is no desire on the part of the Committee at the present 
moment to demand more than a portion of your surplus," that 

idHB n nn aftiad cT impriiOD- 
it Lyou iVToibttioaBti nukt tba 
r addieiMd to the repnmu- 
iel{li6«,j™4,,7,3. Th. 
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which remains will be taken hereafter. De^eux, the bankrupt,' 
has already, in the tribune of the Jacobin club, estimated the 
fortunes of one hundred of the wealthiest notaries and finandeis 
in Paris at 64.0,000,000 francs ; the municipality sent a list of their 
names to the sections to have it completed ; if only one-tenth 
was taken from them, it would amount to 64,000,000, which 
"big sponges," thoroughly squeezed, would disgorge a much 
larger amount. "The richest of Frenchmen," says Robespierre, 
"should not have more than 3,000 francs a year."* The con- 
tributions of " these gentlemen " suffice to arm the iam-tulottes, 
" remunerate artisans for their attendance in the section meetings^ 
and support laborers without work."* Already through the 
sovereign virtue of summary requisitions, everything is spoil 1 
cairiage-horses are seized in their stables, while vehicles belong 
ing to aged ladies, mosdy widows, and the last of the berlins 
Etill remaining in Paris, are taken out of the livery-stables.' — 
With such poweis used in this way, the section makes the most 
of the old deep-seated enmity of the poor against the rich ; * it 
secures the firm attachment of the needy and of vagabonds; 
thanks to the vigorous arms of its active clients, it completely 
overcomes the feeble, transient, poorly-contrived resistance which 
the National Convention and the Parisian population still oppose 
to its rule. 

On the 13th of April Uarat, accused three months before and 
daily becoming bolder in his factiousness, is finally indicted 
through a decree of the incensed majority ;' on the 34.th he ap- 

■ Bncba et Roui, XXVL 4«3, lodcia itf.tiw Jwililii Oub, H^ 11. 

■ Heaiu, IT- 

>BucheiclRaui,XXVt.463.MaHnaf <b«J>cciliiaClab,MaTii. Spsedi br Ku»- 
tiu.—lUiL, 4J1, loiiaa at [be jkcobbi aufa, Hv IS, •pecch br Robsqten. "Tlie ricb 
U<«1I iinli-TmfoLiirinniui : oaly !>;{(■>*■«■ (tw people on mt Ihe emB^." — lUd., 4;], 
K^^: " BvTolutkoiutrT batuEonft afaould be fAuntuned in (be depvrtnwat at Lhe ex p u,]^ 
cl tbe rich, who an covardi."— /iU£, XXVIL 317. PetkioD of ttui Faubouif Samt-Ao- 
tobe, M17 II.— Schmidt. I. 315 {Report by Dutird, May 13). "TbeiE b bd nciuUiiif is 
tbe bubourgj. becaiue people then kninr thai ihey hr more muted ban than b La Ve&. 
Mt. They let Ihe rich ga and Sgfat. They watch ihingt here, and truil aubody but dnt- 
advei to guard Pvia^'' 

*"ARbiva Nationalea," F', 9.194. Scctioa of ibe R«uiu<hi, officia] tepsni of Hay i; 
and i& — Buchei et Roux, XXV. 167, otdiiiaiice of (he commune, March 17, 

• Schmidt, I. 337. Report of Peiiitie, May sg. "Our group iucif Kcmcd to be J/n- 
amed by nothing but hatred of the rich by [he poor. OnemuA be a dull obtcrtn Dot [oaae 
by a ihoutand vymptnnu that theae [wo natural awmH imnd in baule amy, only awaiting 
llw Hgnal or [he opportunity." 

• BuflMi et Roux, XXV. ifa. Tbe papcn eumincd by the aocuien are the imdm « 
Hnrat'i jounial for the jth of Jaauary and the 15th of Febniaiy. Hh arddc wfekk t>9 
Taked Iha docrea la hli " Addreai to Aa National CoDventioa," pp. 446 toA 4jia 
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pears before the revolutionary tribunal. But the revolutionary 
tribunal, like other newly organised institutions, is composed of 
pure Jacobins, and, moreover, the party has taken its precau- 
tions. Marat, for his escort to the court-room has " the munici- 
pal commissaries, envoys from the various sections, delegates 
fix)m all the patriotic clubs" ; besides these, "a multitude of good 
patriots" fill the hall beforehand; "early in the morning the 
other chambers of the Palais de Justice, the corridors, the courts 
and adjacent streets" overflow with ^*' sans -culottes ready to 
avenge any outrage that may be perpetrated on their favorite de- 
fenier**^ Naturally, with his supreme infatuation, he speaks 
not like an accused person, but "as an aposde and martyr." He 
is overwhelmed with applause, unanimously acquitted, crowned 
with laurel, borne in triumph to the Convention, where he thun- 
ders a song of victory, while the Girondist majority is compelled 
to enduie his presence, awaiting his forthcoming proscriptions. — 
Equally as impotent as the moderates of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, the moderates in the street recover themselves only to be 
again felled to the ground On the 4th and 5th of May, five or 
six hundred young fellows, well-dressed and without arms, have 
assembled in the Champs-Elys6es and at the Luxembourg to 
protest against the ordinance of the Commune, which drafts them 
for the expedition to La Vendue ; * they shout, " Vive la Re- 
publique I Vive la Lot I Down with anarchists I Send Marat, 
Danton and Robespierre to the Devil I " Naturally, Santerre's 
paid guard disperses these young sparks ; about a thousand are 
arrested, and henceforth the rest will be careful not to make any 
open demonstration on the public thoroughfares.— Again, for 
lack of something better to do, we see them fi-equently returning 
to the section assemblies, especially early in May; they find 
themselves in a majority, and enter on discussions against Jaco- 
bin tyranny ; at the Bon-Conseil section, and at those of Mar- 
seilles and rUnit6, Lhuillier is hooted at, Marat threatened, and 
Chaumette denounced.' — But these are only flashes in the pan ; 

■Buches et Rous, XXVL 149; Nanadre by Marat, X14. Bulletin of the revoludonaiy 
tribunal, aession of the Convention. 

' Buchez et Roux, XX VI. 358, article in the Ckronkj^u de Paris ; 358, article by Maxat.- 
Schmidt, I. 184. Report by Diitard. May 5.— Paris, *' Histoire de Joseph Lebon," I. 8& 
Letter by Robespierre, Jr., May 7. 

• Buchez et Roux, XXV. 240 and 746. Protest of the Mail section, of the electoral bodjr 
rf the Arsenal, Marais, Gravilliers, and Ards sections. (The Convention, sowioa of Apii 
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To maintainlasting sway b these permaoeDt aKcmblies, die mod- 
erates, like the sans-eulottes, would have to be in constant anend- 
ance, and use their fists every night Unfortunately, the young 
(oen of 1793 have not yet arrived at that painful experience, that 
implacable hate, that athletic niggedness which ii to sustain ibaa 
in 179S- "After one evening, in which the seats everywhen. 
ffere broken " ' on the backs of the contestants, they falter, and 
oever recover themselves, the professional roughs, at the end ot 
a fortnight, being victorious all along the One. — The better to 
put resistance down, the roughs form a special league amongst 
themselves, and go around from section to section to give each 
other help.* Under the title of a deputation, under the pretext 
of preventing disturbance, a troop of sturdy fellows, despatched 
by the neighboring section, arrives at the meeting, and suddenly 
transfonns the minority into a majority, or controls the vote by 
force of clamor. Sometimes, at a late hour, when the hall is 
nearly empty, they declare themselves a general meeting, and 
about ttieatf or thirty will cancel the discussions of the day. At 
other times, being, through the municipality, m possession of the 
police, they summon an armed force to their aid, and oblige the 
refractory to decamp. And, as examples are necessary to secure 
perfect silence, the fifteen or twenty who have formed themselves 
into a full meeting, with the five or six who form the Committee 

■ ; thioimiDnsE, leniciii of April ■.)~XXVL3jS. : 

■ad i1k Unite (Mays).— XXVII. fi Ddal of the u 

HduBu. '-A gnvt mmnY KCIimu Dpatlr iklw ■ del 

(/Vlnlr ^iMpDi, May \t,).—ItiJ., 137. PiMehi of the PuAioa Frucali, HqiiEi, Udl 

ud Duny other KCIioDi {PalriaU fnmfaiM, Mt tg].—/Ud., 175. FnttM of th* Fnts-- 

■M (cction (leuioD al the Connntkm, lUj 13). 

I Schmidt, I. TB9. Duutd, May 6. 

■ Mortimer' TernAUk. V1 1. 11S. OfficM leport at the Trnnhn fif the two le cl fcM Ol dH 
Ijubudt uid Bon-Consdt {April iij» "hy whidi the two mad ■e ct jom pro na cBed rwTM 
tmion. aid, fralsnilT, and munal help, in cue llie ariitocncy He ditpoied 10 dotioy Ib- 
Btr."— "Cciuequenlly," nyi the BoD-Canial Kclian, "muiy oF die ciliteaior d» Luai- 
budi tectkmi jivtly lUuiiied Ht the ditturbance* occuoned by the ml^mptmei, cuae and 
proflcnd their aukitaace."— Adhesion of the Kctioa of Let Ami> de la Patric— ^fiucha «l 
R01U, XXVIt, IjS- (Artide of the Patriott Frvnfail, May 19): "Tfaii brigandage la 
otJXtA mttintiy ^ttmh'nid ifeHeiu." — JHd,, m^ May 16, KBiaii of the ccoDrnuDe. "Dei^- 

Uce of the Anenal patriots ; the aristocnti took to diglit, leaving their ham beldnd them." 
—Schmidt, t, 113, 31} (Dutaid, May 13 and 17). Violent matmcat ot the imdenEa In Am 
Bon-Coniei] imd Aneoal leeiiani : " innick with chain, aeTenil penoni •ounded. o» oip- 
lahi carried off on a bench ; the gutter-Jumpen and dumpy ahorJceepTi deiivd out, leaTiDi 
iha lam-nbUa mancn of the field."— MetUan, p 111 — Bucbei et Roax, XXYII. ij;. ^ 
ri<B of Iha Janbia Oab, May ti. " li 
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of Supervision, issue warrantF of arrest against the most prom 
inent of their opponents. The vice-president of the Bon-Conseil 
section, and the juge-de-paix of the Unit6 section, learn in prison 
that it is dangerous to present to the Convention an address 
against anarchists or sign a debate against Chaumette.^^ — ^To- 
wards the end of May, in the section assemblies, nobody dares 
open his mouth against a Jacobin motion ; often, even, there are 
none present but Jacobins ; for example, at the Gravilliers, they 
have driven out all not of their band, and henceforth no "in- 
triguer"* is imprudent enough to present himself there. — Hav- 
ing become the people in council assembled, with free power to 
disarm, put on the index, displace, tax, send oflf to the army, and 
imprison whoever gives them umbrage, they are able now, with 
the municipality at their back and as guides, to turn the arms 
which they have obtained from the Convention against it, attack 
the Girondists in their last refuge, and possess themselves of the 
only fort not yet siurendered. 

VI. 

To accomplish this they have only to do in all sections simul- 
taneously what they are accustomed to do in each section apart 
from the rest ; thus substituted for the veritable people by force 
and fraud, they are able to conjure up before the Convention the 
phantom of popular disapproval. — From the mimicipality, hold- 
ing its sessions at the H6tel-de-ville, and from the conventicle 
estabhshed at the Evdch6, emissaries are sent forth who present 
the same addresses at the same time in every section in Paris.' 

* Here is a petition for signatures." •* Read it." " But that is 
useless — ^it is already adopted by a majority of the sections." 

* In some of them this felsehood is successful, or several of there 
sign it in good faith without reading it In others they read if 
and refuse to sign it; in others, again, it is read and they pass tc 

> Baches et Roux, 78, XXVII. 00 ^Sait jug^-dt-paix Roux, carried off at night and imprib* 

ooed^ April 16. — Mortiiner-Temaux, IIL sao, 00 the vice-president Sagnier, Bfay xa— 

Bucfaer et Roux, XXVII. 231, May a6, on the fivr citizens of the Umt6 secdon arrested by 

the revolutionary committee of the section "for uaving qx>ken against Robespicne and 

Marat" 

s Buchez et Roux, XXVIL 154. Speedi of Leonard Bourdon to the Jacob i ns, May sa 

* Buchez et Roux, XX VL 3. Address drawii up by the commissaries of the 48 sfirtinii% 

approved of by 35 secdons, also by the commune, and pr»ented to the Convention April 15. 

— Diners nave preceded it, like pilot balloons — IbitL^ XXV. 3x9. Pedtion of tho 

April 8 -XXV saa Peddon of die ;^l»«u.Bl« iecdan, April la 
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ihe order of the day. What happens? The intriguers and 
ringleaders remain until all conscientious citizens have with- 
drawn ; then, masters of the debate, they decide that the petition 
must be signed, and they accordingly affix their signatures. The 
next day, on the arrival of citizens at the section, the petition is 
handed to them for their names, and the debate of the previous 
evening is advanced against them. If they offer any remarks, 
they are met with these terrifying words : Sign, or no certificate 
of civism ! And, as the sanction of this threat, several of the 
sections which are mastered by those who draw up the lists of 
proscriptions, decide that the certificates of civism must be 
changed, and new ones are refiised to those refusing to sign the 
petition. They do not rest content with these manoeuvrings ; 
men armed with pikes are posted in the streets to force the sig- 
natures of those who pass." ^ — ^The whole weight of municipal 
authority has been publicly cast into the scale. " Commissaries 
of the Commune, accompanied by municipal secretaries, with 
tables, inkstands, paper and registers, promenade about Paris 
preceded^by drums and a body of militia." From time to time, 
they make "a solemn halt," and declaim against Brissot, Ver- 
gniaud, Guadet, and then "demand and obtain signatures."*^ 
Thus extorted and borne to the Convention by the mayor, in the 
name of the council-general of the Commune and of the thirty- 
five sections, the imperious petition denounces twenty-two Girond- 
ists as traitors, and insolently demands their expulsion. — Another 
day it is found that a similar summons and similarly presented, 
in the name of the forty-eight sections, is authorised only by 
thirteen or fourteen.' — Sometimes the political parade is still 



> Bucbef et Roux, XXVI. 83. Speech by Vergniaud to the Convention, season of April 
These fiicts are notorious. Nobody can contradict them. More than lo^ooo witnesses 
would confinn them." — ^There are the same proceedings at Lyons Jan. 13, X792, against iIm 
petition for an appeal to the people (Guillon de Montl<k}n, I. 145, 155). The official report 
of the Jacobins claims that the pedtion obtained 40,2x5 signatures. " The petition was first 
signed by about aoo dubbists, who pretended to be the people. . . They spread the 
report among the people that all who would not sign the ndtiress would have a black mark or 
be put on a list of proscriptions. They then had desks i ' (! in all the public squares, and 
seized by the arm all who came, and forced them to dgn. ^ mduig no great result from this 
they made children ten years of age', women, and ignorant rustics put down their names." 
They were told that the object was to put down the price of bread. "I swear to you dut 
dib address b the woric of a hundred persons at most ; the great minority of the dtizens d 
Lyons desire to avail themselves of their own sovereignty in the judgment of Louis.'' (La^ 
Mr of David of Lyons to the president of the Convention, Jan. x6.) 

s " Fkagmenl^*' by Tjin|iiinais ^ the monoirs of Durand.Mailhmi^ pi •97). 
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more incautious. Pretended deputies of the faubourg St. An- 
toine appear before the Convention and assert the revolutionary 
programme. " If you do not adopt it," they say, " we will de- 
clare ourselves in a state of insurrection ; there are 40,000 men 
at the door." ^ The truth is, "about fifty bandits, scarcely known 
in the faubourg," and led by a former upholsterer, now a com- 
missary of police, "have gathered together on their route" all 
they could find in the workshops " and in the stores," the multi- 
tude packed into the Place Vend6me not knowing what was 
demanded in their name.* — Factitious as these tumults may be, 
they are useful ; they show the Convention its master, and pre- 
pare the way for a more effectual invasion. The day Marat was 
acquitted, the whole of his "slums," male and female, came 
along with him ; under pretext of parading before the Conven- 
tion, they invaded the hall, scattered themselves over the benches 
and steps, and, supported by the galleries, installed anew in the 
tribune, amidst a tempest of applause and of clamorings, the 
usual promoter of insiurection, pillage and assassination.'^Not- 
withstanding, however, the energy and persistency of the block- 
ade, the Convention, which has yielded on so many points, will 
not consent to self-injury. It pronounces the petition presented 
against the Twenty-two calumnious ; it institutes a special com- 
mission of twelve members to search the papers of the Commune 
and the sections for legal proofe of the plot openly and steadily 
maintained by the Jacobins against the national representation ; 
Mayor Pache is summoned to the bar of the house ; warrants 
of arrest are issued against Hubert, Dobsen and Varlet. — Since 
popular manifestations have not answered the purpose, and the 
Convention, instead of obeying, is rebellious, nothing is left but 
to employ force. 

"Since the loth of March," says Vergniaud, in the tribune,* 
^murder is openly and unceasingly fomented against you."— "It 
is a terrible time," sa3rs an observer, "strongly resembling that 
preceding the 2d of September." • — ^That same evening, at the 

> Bodies et Rous, XXVL 3x9 (May xa).— MeOlan, 1x3. 

* Buchex cf Roux, XVL 3*7. On being informed of thi» the crowd lent new d eputing tiw 
stating in rdadon to the odben: " We do not racogniae diem." 

> Bodies et Roux, XXVL 143. 

• Bodies et Rons, XXVIL 175, May 83. 
•Sdunidt»L axa. Report of Dutaxd, BCay X3.-4. ax8. "AplocisnaDy nadvwiqri Hi 

■ra ringled oat" (TiiiMamy May s>) 
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Jacobin club, a member proposes to "exterminate the wretcbei 
before leaving," "I have studied the Convention," he says;' 
"it is composed in part of wretches who ought to be punished. 
All the supporters of Dumouriez and the other conspirators 
should be put out of the way ; Are the alarm gun and close the 
barriers 1" The following forenoon, "all the walls in Paris are 
covered with posters," calling on the Parisians to "despatch the 
men at the head of the State as soon as possible." * — " This thing 
must be stopped ! " is the exclamation of the sam-culettes. — The 
following week, at the Jacobin dub, as elsewhere, "immediate 
insurrection is the order of the day. . . , What we formerly 
called the sacred enthusiasm of freedom and patriotism, is now 
metamorphosed into the fury of an excited populace, which can 
no longer be regulated or disciplined except by force. There is 
not one of these wretches who would not accept a counter-revo- 
luHon, provided they could be allowed to crush and stamp on 
the most noted conservatives.* . . . The conclusion is that 
the day, the hour, the minute that the faction believes that it can 
usefully and without risk bring into play all the brigands in Paris,* 
then will the insurrection undoubtedly take place." Already the 
plan of the massacre is under consideration by the lowest class 
of fanatics at the mayoralty, the Ev&h^, and the Jacobin club.* 
Some isolated house is to be selected, with a suite of three 
rooms on the ground floor, and a small court in the rear; the 
twenty-two Girondists are to be caught in the night and brought 
to this slaughter-house arranged beforehand ; ^ch in turn is to 
be passed along to the last room, where be is to be killed and 
his body turn) led into a hole dug in the middle of the court, and 
then the whole covered over with quick-lime ; it will be supposea 
that they have emigrated, and, to establish the fact, false corre- 
spondence will be printed.* A member of the Committee on the 

>Buchei«L Roux, XXVIL 9. Spnch of Giudci to ihc CoovcatioB, Uay 14- 

■BucbcislRoui.XXVIl.il. Patnitt Franfuh, Kiy i^. 

■ Schmidt, I. a*!. Report of Dulard, May 18.— Aim ^45- 

'Schinidl, I. 994. Report of Dutaid, May 19. 

•Baiodng, Chiny. Duboiq, " Pihea tccuallict par U conuniaiaii da Dtnue ct pDWia 
kCun." JiuK ai, 1793 (inihc "Mimurs" of Malbn, pp. 176-148). Altenipnu fflui4w 
bid ilmdy occuntd " Idqjuiiuu came neai bdog kilkd. Muy of thi ''t"H-i wot 
■united lod ibnatEDBi The aimed force fdiu with the maleficton ; we haie ncconfiac^ 
do mBOHOf npreniaii." (Monima-Temaui, VII, jtt, letter of the deputy Ukhd to U 
(onMiiiHBii, Miy «.) 

< Bagoeiiig, "Fiteea, Mc"— MdUao, i 
»ft utoimii. napnpaiiioufatilMmi 
JJUv If, ta, lod *t, iDd tt Oa ConkUen dub Kf n ud 13. 
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Municipal Police declares that the plan is feasible: "We will 
Septemberise them — not we ourselves, but men who are ready, 
and who will be well paid for it." — ^The Montagnards present, 
Leonard Bourdon and Legendre, make no objection. The 
latter simply remarks that the Girondists should not be seized in 
the Convention; outside the Convention "they are wretches 
whose death would save the Republic," and the act is lawful ; 
he would see "every rascal with them on the 'black* side perish 
without interfering." — Several, instead of 22 deputies, demand 
30 or 32, and some 300 ; the suspected of each district may be 
added, while ten or a dozen proscription lists are already made 
out Through a clean sweep, executed the same night, at the 
same hour, they may be conducted to the Carmelites, near the 
Luxembourg, and, "if there is not room enough there," to Bic£- 
tre; here, "they will disappear from the surface of the globe." * 
Certain leaders desired to entrust the purification of Paris to the 
sagacity of popular instinct " In loo^ and disconnected phrases ^ 
they address the people : " Rouse yourselves, and act according 
to your inspirations, since no counsel of mine will enable you to 
banish those you must strike down I" On the contrary, Varlet 
proposes a plan of public safety, very full and explicit, in fifteen 
articles: "Sweep away the deputies of the 'Plain,' and other dep* 
uties of the Constituent and Legislative Assemblies, all nobles, 
priests, pettifoggers, etc.; exterminate the whole of that race, 

> The Jacobins at Lyons plot die same thing (GuiDon de Mondten, 048). Chafier says to 
the dub: " We shall not fail to have 300 noted heads. Get hold of the members of die d»> 
partment, die presidoits and secretaries of die sections, and let us make a bundle of them for 
die guillotine; we will wash our hands in their blood." Thereupon, 00 the night of May aS 
the revolutionary muiudpality seise the anenal and plant cannon on the H6fed-de-vUle. The 
Lyons sections, however, more energetic than those of Paris, take up axms» and after a terri- 
ble fight they get possession of the H6td-de-ville. The moral di£ference b e twe en the two 
parties is very marked in Gonchon's letters. (" Archives Nationales^" AF, IL 43, letters d 
Gonchon to Garat, May 31, June x and 3.) " Ke^ up the courage of the Convention. It 
ored not be afiraid. The dtisens of Lyons have co v e i e d themsdves with glory. They dia- 
flayed the greatest courage in every fight that took phice in various quarters of the town, 
and the greatest magnaminity to their enemies, who behaved most villainously.'' The mn- 
akipal body had sent a flag orT truce, pretending to negotiate, and then treaduarously opened 
fire widi its cannon on the columns of the sections, and cast the wounded into the river. 
''The dtizens of Lyons, so often slandered, will be the first to have set an example of true 
■cpublican character. Find me a similar instance, if you can, in the history of revoludoos! 
being victorious, not to have sled a drop of blood ! " They cared for the woimded, aad 
faised a subscriptiaQ for the widows and orphans of the dead, without distincdon of party. 
Ct Lauveigne, " Histoire du Var," 173. The same occurs at Toulon (insunecdon of tha 
moderates) July za aod tjb t793>.— At Touloo, as at Lyons, there was no murder after dM 
only aqgiilv tdab ml dw le c uri on of two or three aMBiiina wboie cria« wmk 
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and the Bourbons, too, with entire suppression of the Ministers." 
Hubert, for his part, alluding to the Girondists, writes in hia 
gazette that " the last hour of their death is going to strike," and 
that, "when their foul blood shall have been spilled, aristocratic 
brawlers will return to their holes, the same as on the loth of 
August." — Naturally, the professional slaughterers are notified. 
A certain Laforet, an old-clothes dealer on the Quai-du- Louvre, 
who, with his wife, had already distinguished themselves on the 
3d of September, reckons that "there are in Paris 6,000 sans- 
euhiUs ready to massacre at the first sign all dangerous deputies, 
and eight thousand petitioners," undoubtedly those who, in the 
several sections, signed the addresses to the Convention against 
the Commune. — Another "Septemberizer,"' commanding the 
battalion of the Jardin des Plantes, Henriot, on meeting a gang 
of men working on the river, exclaims in his rough voice : 
"Good morning, ray good fellows, we shall need you soon, and 
at better work. You won't have wood to carry in your garbage- 
carts — youll have to carry dead bodies." "All right," replies 
one of the hands, half tipsy, "we'll do it as we did the 2d of 
September. We'll turn a penny by it" — "Cheynard, a lock- 
imitb and machinist at the mint, is manufacturing daggers, . 

. and the women of the tribunes are already supplied with 
two hundred of them." — Finally, on the 2gth of May, Hubert 
proposes, in the Jacobin club,* "to pounce down on the Com- 
mission of Twelve," and another Jacobin declares that "those 
vho have usurped dictatorial power," meaning by that the Gi- 
rondists, "are outlawed." 

All this is extreme, clumsily done, useless and dangerous, or. 
It least, premature, and the chie& of the " Mountain," Danton, 
Robespierre, and Marat himself, better informed and less short- 
lighted, are well aware that brutal murder would be revolting 
to the already half-aroused departments.* The legislative 
machinery is not to be shattered, but made use of; it must be eni- 
ployed agamst itself to effect the required injury; m this way 

I Sduddl, I, 335. RcpoR of Pcm^n, May 39. 

■Bergodng, "Piica, tit", p. 155.— Biichci « Roui, XXVll. ^6. 

' The kBiun«lioii 11 Lynns twli pla« or Msy i!k. On Iht «1 of Jun 

M|BbuKlillbaulu>ukeMcn.U:llbch» ci Kom. XXVI] jS?).— A ihralenbie iddnM 
In Bordeaiu (May u) and frum ihiny-iwo virions in Maneilki (May as) acatuil A* 
Jkootfai (fii^M « Ksiu. XXVIL 3, >i4).-a, Robiiut In " le Fnel* do DuttvlM^' 
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the operation at a distance will appear legal, and, garnished with 
the usual high-flown speeches, impose on the provincial mind.' 
From the 3d of April, Robesi)ierre, in the Jacobin club, always 
circumspect and considerate, had limited and defined in advance 
the coming insurrection. " Let all good citizens," he says, " meet 
in their sections, and come and force us to place the disloyal dep- 
uties under arrest'^ Carefully guarded, this, and quite proper, 
on referring back to principles. The people always reserves the 
right to co-operate with its mandatories, which right it practices 
daily in the galleries. Through extreme precaution, which well 
depicts the man,* Robespierre refuses to go any further in his 
interference. " I am incapable of advising the people what steps 
to take for its salvation. That is not given to one man alone. 
I, who am exhausted by four years of revolution, and by the 
heart-rending spectacle of the triumph of tyranny, am not thus 
favored. ... I, who am wasted by a slow fever, and, above 
all, by the fever of patriotism. As I have said, there remains 
for me no other duty to fulfill at the present moment." More- 
over, he enjoins the municipality "to unite with the people, and 
form a dose alliance with it." — In other words, the blow must be 
struck by the Commune, the " Mountain " must appear to have 
oothing to do with it. But, "it is fully in the secret" ; ^ its chie6 
pull the wires which set the brutal dancing-jacks in motion on 
the public trestles of the H6tel-de-ville. Danton and Lacroix 
wrote in the bureau of the Committee of " Public Safety," the 
insolent summons which the procureur of the Con^mune is to 
read to the Convention on the 31st of May, and, during seven 
days of crisis, Danton, Robespierre and Marat are the counsel- 

I Mortiiner-Ternaujc, VII. 38. 

*Buchex et Roux, XXVII. 397, session of die Jacobbs, May 99. 

' Barrbv, " M^moires," II. 91, 94. Mendaciotis as Barrire it, hb lestiinony here may bt 
accepted. I see no reason why he should state what is not true ; he was well informed, as he 
bdonged to die Committee of Public Safety. His stitements, besides, on the complicity ol 
the Mountain and on the rAle of Danton are confirmed by the whole mass of &cts. — Budtet 
d Roux, XXVIII. 900 (speech by Danton in the Convention, Jime 13). *' Without the 
cannon of the 31st ot May, without the insurrection the conspirators would have triumphed ; 
diey would have given us the law. Let the crime of that insurrecdon be on our heads! 
That msurrwctim^/ mjrst^ denuuuUd HI . . I demand a declaration by the Conven- 
tioa, that without the insurrecdoa of May 31, liberty would be no more 1 " — Ibid.^ aaa 
Speech by Lederc at the CoideKers club, June 27. " Was it not Legendre who rendered 
abortive our wise measures, so often taken, to extominate our enemiesT Ht and DcmIoh k 
mms, fv4», tkrvui^k iknr culfttbb nsistanctt reduced usUtAe moderoHsm^the yiti qfMe^, 
Lagendre and Dantcm are the men who opposed the revolutioLary steps iHikh w« lu^ tdfff 
fB thoae great days U tnuh out mdtke orUtoetToU in Pigrlft" 
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lots, directois and moderators of all pioceedings, and lead, push 
on or restrain the supernumeiaries of the insuirecdOD within the 
limits of this programme. 

VII. 
It is a tragi-comic play in three acts, each winding up with a 
sensation, always the same and always foreseen ; Legendre, one 
of the prindpal machinists, has taken pains to announce before- 
hand that, "If this lasts any longer," said he, at the Cordeliers 
club,' " if the ' Mountain ' remains quiet any longer, I shall call in 
the people, and tell the galleries to come down and take part 
with us in the deliberations." — To begin, on the 27th of May, in 
relation to the arrest of Hubert and his companions, the " Moun- 
tain," supported by the galleries, becomes furious.' In vain has 
the majority declared itself, and still frequently repeats its decla- 
ration. "We shall resist," says Danton, "so long as there are a 
hundred true citizens to help us." "President," exclaims Marat 
to Isnard, "you are a tyrant! a despicable tyrant!" "I de- 
mand," says Couthon, "that the President be impeachedl" 
"Off with the President to the Abbaye I "—The "Mountain" has 
decided that he shall not preside; it springs from the benches 
And tushes at him, shouts "death to him," becomes hoarse with 
its vociferations, and compels him to leave the chair through 
weariness and exhaustion. It drives out his successor, FonfrMe, 
in the same manner, and ends by putting H^rault-S^chelles, one 
of its own accomplices, in the chair. — Meanwhile, at the entrance 
of the Convention, "the regulations have been violated"; a 
crowd of armed men "have spread through the passages and 
obstructed the approaches "; the deputies, Meillan, Chiappe and 
Lydon, on attempting to leave, are arrested, Lydon being 
stopped " by the point of a sabre at his breast," ^ while the lead- 
ers on the inside encourage, protect and justify their trusty aids 
outdoors. — Marat, with his usual audacity, on learning that Raf- 
fet, the commandant, was clearing the pa';sages, comes to him 
"with a pistol in his hand and puts him ua ler arrest,"* on die 
ground that the people, the sacred rights of petition and the 

I Schmdl. L >44. Report br Diiurd. May iS. 
■awba « Rou, XXVII. t]} ud rollawin( pacei, ae 
■■I, VIL •g^.^Badia tt Roux, XXVUL 9 ("Pridin 
*BM&u «t Roox, XXVII. tiB—MdlUm i,y 
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petitioners must be respected. There are "five or six hund ed, 
almost all of them armed," ^ stationed for three hours at the 
doors of the hall; at the last moment, two other troops, de- 
spatched by the Gravilliers and Croix-Rouge sections, arrive and 
bring them their final afflux. Thus strengthened, they spring 
over the benches assigned to them, spread through the hall, and 
mingle with the deputies who still remain in their seats. It is 
after midnight; many of the representatives, worn out with 
fatigue and disgust, have left ; Potion, Lasource, and a few oth- 
ers, who wish to get in, " cannot penetrate the threatening crowd." 
To compensate themselves, and in the places of the absent, the 
petitioners, constituting themselves representatives of France, 
vote with the " Mountain," while the Jacobin president, far from 
turning them out, himself invites them '* to set aside all obstacles 
prejudicial to the welfare of the people." In this gesticulating 
crowd, in the half-light of smoky lamps, amidst the uproar of 
the galleries, it is difficult to hear well what motion is put to vote; 
it is not easy to see who rises or sits down, and two decrees pass, 
or seem to pass, one releasing Hubert and his accomplices, and 
the other revoking the commission of the Twelve.* Forthwith 
the messengers who await the issue run out and carry the good 
news to the H6tel-de-ville, the Commune celebrating its triumph 
with an explosion of applause. 

The next morning, however, notwithstanding the terrors of a 
call of the House and the fiiry of the "Mountain," the majority, 
as a defensive stroke, revokes the decree by which it is disarmed, 
while a new decree maintains the commission of the Twelve ; 
the operation, accordingly, is to be done over again, but not 
the whole of it ; for Hebert and the others imprisoned remain at 
liberty, while the majority, which, through a sense of propriety 
or the instinct of self-preservation, had again placed its sentinels 
on the outposts, consents, either through weakness or hopes of 

> MenUm, 44.— Buchex et Roux, XXVII. 967, 38a 

s Meillan, 44. "Plaoed opposite the president, unthin ten paces of Mm, with ray eyes oo» 
■tantly fixed oa him, because in the horrible din which disgraced the Assembly we could 
baye no other compass to steer fay, I can testily that I neither saw nor heard the decree put 
to ▼oce.*'— Buches et Roox, XXVIL ayS. Speech by Osselin, session of May a8: "I pr». 
sented the decree as drawn up to die secretaries for their signatures this morning. One of 
diem, after reading it, observed to me that the last article had not been de cree d, but that tha 
preceding articles had been." — Mortimer-Temaux, VII. 56a. Letter of the deputy Michel, 
May 89. "The guards were forced, and the sanctuary of the law invested from about fetif 
^ Ilea hours, so that nobody could let die haU even for the most urgent purposes." 
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conciliation, to let tlie prisoners remsun free. The result is they 
have had the woist of the fight Tbdr adversaries, accordingly, 
•le encouraged, and at once renew the attack, thdr tactics, veiy 
smple, being those which have already proved so successful on 
die loth of August 

The matter now in hand is to invoke against the derived and 
provisional rights of the government, the superior and inalien- 
able right of the people; also, to substitute for legal authority, 
which, in its nature, is limited, revolutionary power, which, in its 
essence, is absolute. To this end the section of the City, under 
the vice-presidency of Mailkrd, the " Septemberiser," invites the 
other forty-seven sections each to elect two commissaries, with 
"unlimited powers." In thirty-three sections, purged, terrified, 
or deserted, tiie Jacobins, alone, or almost alone,' elect the most 
determined of their band, particularly aliens and its greatest ras- 
cals, in all sixty-six commissaries, who, on the evening of the 
19th, meet at the £v4ch^, and select nine of their number to 
form, under the presidency of Dobsen, a central and revolution- 
ary executive committee. These nine persons are entirely 
unknown;* all are obscure subordinates,^ mere puppets and 
manikins; eight days after, on finishing their performance, when 
they are no longer needed, they will be withdrawn behind 
the scenes. In the mean time they pass for the mandatories of 
the popular sovereign, with full power in all directions, because 
he has delegated his omnipotence to them, and the sole power^ 
because their investiture is the most recent; under this sanc- 
tion, they stalk around somewhat like supernumeraries at the 
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dniH. (Bnctaa d Rem, XXVII. }i6,affidBl Rporu of UucgamuB^Hiyjl.) UwiJ. 
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Opera, dressed in purple and gold, representing a oondave of 
cardinals or the Diet of the Holy Empire. Never has the 
political drama degenerated into such an impudent farce I — On 
the 31st, at half-past six o'clock in the morning, Dobsen and 
his bullies present themselves at the council-general of the Com- 
mune, tender their credentials, and make known to it its deposi- 
tion. The Council, with edifying complacency, accepts the fiat 
and leaves the department With no less grateful readiness 
Dobsen summons it back, and reinstates it in all its functions, in 
the name of the people, and declares that it merits the esteem 
of the country.^ At the same time another demagogue, Varlet, 
performs the same ceremony with the Council of the department, 
and both bodies, consecrated by a new baptism, join the sixty- 
six commissaries to exercise together the same dictatorship.-— 
What could be more legitimate ? The Convention would err in 
making any opposition : "It was elected merely to condemn the 
tyrant and to frame a constitution ; the sovereign has invested 
it with no other power;' accordingly, other acts, its warrants of 
arrest, are simply usurpations and despotism. Paris, moreover, 
represents France better than it does, for Paris is "the extract of 
aU the departments, the mirror of opinion," ' the advance-guard 
of patriotism. "Remember the loth of August;* previous to 
that epoch, opinions in the Republic were divided ; but, scarcely 
had you struck the decisive blow when all subsided into silence. 
Have no fear of the departments; with a little terror and a few 
teachings, we shall ttun all minds in our fiivor." Fault-finders 
persist in demanding the convocation of primary assemblies. 
"Was not the loth of August necessary? Did not the depart- 
ments then endorse what Paris did ? They will do so this time. 
It is Paris which saved them." * — Consequently,the new govern- 
ment places Henriot, a reliable man, and one of the September 
massacrers, in fiill command of the armed force; then, through 
a proceeding which the law declares a capital offence, it orders 
the alarm gun to be fired; on the other hand, it beats a general 

1 BuciMs et Rou^ ajCvIL 9o& OficU nporti of tfw c kwi ii ii ii w, 'Uay yu-^Wd,^ 316. 
MortJawr-TanMHai, Vn. ai» 

> BodMi d Rou^ XJCyU. aj^. Speech bf HeMenfiats to tfw JaooUa CUfa^ Ifaj ej. 

»Bodw«ctlUwi^ XXVn. 34f6(ipeechbyIJinillierfatheCcgTcadoi^Miy3i^ 

<Bodw« et Rook, XXVU. aoe, ifiiirMi of the ComrcntioB, May 3^ Wondiattvedkf 
flawnnfriff, Vadel^ aad Cbabol^ aod denomiced bf Laqiniaaii^ 

• lfadBiiieRolaii4,«'AppelhrimpartialepostMt£" "" \ ilinii nfUiiliBi Fnlwil HI 
of May m aa tttt PTnr^ << Ca ir oMw l , wUi a 
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call to armSy sounds the tocsin and doses the barriers; the post* 
office managers are put in arrest, and letters are intercepted and 
opened; the order is given to disarm the suspected and hand 
their arms over to patriots; "forty sous a day are allowed to 
citizens with small means whSe under arms." ^ Notice is given 
without M the preceding evening to the trusty men of the quar- 
ter; accordingly, early in the morning, the Committee of Super- 
vision has already selected from the Jacobin sections "the most 
needy companies in order to arm those the most worthy of com- 
batting for liberty," while all its guns are distributed "to the good 
republican workmen." ' — From hour to hour as the day advances, 
we see in the refractory sections all authority passing over to the 
ride oi force; at the Finist^re, Butte-des-Moulins, Lombards, 
Fraternity, and Marais' sections, the encouraged sansculottes 
obtain the ascendency, nullify the deliberations of the moderates, 
and, in the afternoon, their delegates go and take the oath at the 
H6teWe-ville. 

Meanwhile the Commune, dragging behind it the semblance 
of popular unanimity, besieges the Convention with multiplied 
and threatening petitions. As on the 27th of May, the petition- 
ers invade the hall, and "mix in fraternally with the members of 
the ' Left' " Forthwith, on the motion of Levasseur, the " Moun- 
tain," "confident of its place being well guarded," leaves it and 
passes over to the "Right." * Invaded in its turn, the " Right" 
refuses to join in the deliberations; Vergniaud demands that 
^the Assembly join the armed force on the square, and put itself 
under its protection " ; he and his firiends leave the hall, and the 
decapitated majority falls back upon its usual hesitating course. 
All is hubbub and uproar around it In the hall the clamors of 
the " Mountain," the petitioners, and the galleries, seem like the 
constant roar of a tempest Outside, twenty or thirty thousand 

I Bucbei et Roiu, 307-393. Official reports of the ooiiiinuii«^ BCay 31. 

* "Archives Natiooalea^'' F^ 9,494, roister of the revolutionaxy cominittee of tfie lUudoB 
section, official report of BCay 31, 6 o'dodc in the morning. 

* Budies et Roux, XXVIL 335, sesmon of die Convention, May 3X. Petition presented 
bf the conunissaiies in die name of forty-eight secdons; their credentials show diat they are 
not at fint audumsod by more than twenty-six sections. 

* Budies \X Roux, 347, 348. Morttmer-Teniaux, VIL 350 (third despatdi of the Hdtekd^ 
ville ddegates, present at die session) : "The National Assembly was not aUe to accept the 
above important measures . . . until die pertuibators of the Assembly, Imown under the title 
^fim*J!iif^*didtk4m9tbfU thtJmttkti^pertHoetkaiikey mt worthy ^ imkktg 
pmninthem; they evacuated the Assembly, att&^ freal fwtteiilatioos aad ia iji ifif a l i iw^ |i 
«14ch you knovdiey are HablQ;" 
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men will probably clash in the streets ; ^ the battalion of Butte- 
des-Moulins, with detachments sent by neighboring sections, is 
intrenched in the Palais-Royal, and Henriot, spreading the repoit 
that the rich sections of the centre have displayed the white 
cockade, send against it the sans-culotUs of the faubourgs Saint- 
Antoine and Saint-Marceau ; cannon are pointed on both sides. 
-—These loaded cannon must not be discharged ; the signal of 
civil war must not be given ; it is simply necessary " to forestall 
the consequences of a movement which could be only disastrous 
to liberty,"* and it is important to ensure public tranquillity. 
The majority, accordingly, think that it is acting courageously in 
refusing to the Commune the arrest of the Twenty- two, and of 
the Ministers, Lebrun and Clavi^re ; in exchange for this it con- 
sents to suppress its commission of Twelve ; it confirms the act 
of the Commune which allows forty sous a day to the workmen 
under arms ; it declares fi-eedom of entry into its tribunes, and, 
thanking all the sections, those who defended as well as those 
who attacked it, it maintains the National Guard on permanent 
call, announces a general federation for the loth of August fol- 
lowing, and goes off to fi^ternise with the battalions in the Palais- 
Royal, in batde array against each other through the calumnies 
of the Commune, and which, undeceived at the last moment, 
now embrace instead of cutting each other's throats. 

This time, again, the advantage is on the side of the Com- 
mune. Not only have many of its requirements been converted 
into decrees, but again, its revolutionary baptism remains in full 
force ; its executive committee is tacidy recognised, the new gov- 
ernment performs its functions, its usurpations are endorsed, its 
general, Henriot, keeps command of the entire armed force, and 
all its dictatorial measures are carried out without let or hin- 
drance. — There is another reason why they should be maintained 
and aggravated. "Your victory is only half- won," writes Hubert 
in his Fhre Duchesne^ "sdl those b— of intriguers still live I "— 
On the evening of the 31st of May the Commune issues war- 
rants of arrest against the Ministers, Clavitee and Lebrun, and 
against Roland and his wife. That same evening and through- 
out the following day and night, and again the day after, the 

> Daubsn, " La Demagogie en 1793.** Diary of Beanfieo, Majji.— Dedandoaof il«» 
Hoc, Gcraunal 4, y«ar IIL— Baches et Roux, XXVIIL 3sx* 
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Committees of Supervision of the forty-eight aectioiis, confomi- 
sbly with iDstrucdons irom the HAtel-de-viUe,* read over the lists 
of thdr quartcis,* add new names to these, and send coramisBariea 
to disarm and arrest the suspected. Whoever has spoken against 
revolutionary committees, or disapproved of the assaults of the 
3rBtof May, or not openly shown himself on the loth of August, 
or voted on the wrong side in the old Legislative Assembly, is 
eligible ; it is a general, simultaneous raid ; in all the streets we 
see nothing but people seized and sent to prison, or before the 
section committee, under escort, "anti-patriotic" journalists first 
of all, the entire impression of their journals being additionally 
confiscated, and the journal suppressed; the printing -rooms of 
GoTsas are sacked, seals placed on his presses,' and Prudhomme 
himself is locked up. All resistance is overcome in the Contrat- 
Social, Fraternity, Marais and Marseilles sections, leavbg the 
^ Commune free, as far as the street is concerned, to recommence 
its attack on the Convention. " Lists of ians-cuhttes wotkmen" 
have been drawn up in each section, and six fiancs a head is 
allowed them, payable by the Convention, as indemnity for their 
temporary suspension firom work; < this is a premium offered to 
voters, and as nothing is more potent than cash in hand, Pache 
provides the funds by diverting 150,000 firancs intended for the 
colonists in San Domingo; the whole day on the ad of June, 
trusty men go about among the ranks distributing five-franc 
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assignats.' Vehicles loaded with supplies accompany each bat 
talion, the better to keep the men under arms ; ' the stomach 
needs filling up, and a pint of wine is excellent for strengthening 
patriotic sentiment Henriot has ordered back from Courbevoie 
the battalions of volunteers which a few days before had been 
enlisted for La Vendue,' the dissolute pillaging " adventurers ,** 
later known as '* the heroes of the 500 francs." Besides these 
he has under his thumb Rosenthal's hussars, a body of German 
veterans who do not understand French, and will remain deaf to 
any legal summons. Finally, he surrounds the Convention with 
a circle of picked sons-culottes^ especially cannoneers, the best of 
Jacobins,* who drag along with them the most formidable park 
of artillery, 163 cannons, with grates and charcoal to heat the 
balls. The Tuileries is thus encircled by bands of roughs and 
fiwatics ; the National Guard, five or six times as many,' brought 
out '' to give the air of a popular movement to the proceedings 
of five or six thousand bandits," cannot come to the aid of the 
Convention, it being stationed out of reach, beyond the Pont- 
Toumant, which is raised, and behind the wooden fence separat- 
ing the Carrousel fit)m the palace. Kept in its position by its 
orders, merely serving as a stationary piece of scenery, employed 
against itself unbeknown to itself,* it can do no more than let the 
factionists act who serve as its advanced guard. — Early in the 
morning the vestibules, stairs and passages in the hall of the 
Convention have been invaded by the frequenters of the gal- 

> MdDaD, 307—'' Fragment,** by Lanjumais.— '< Diurnal," of Beanlfon, June t. Bucbn 
ct Roux, XXVIL 399 (speech bf Bairbe). 
s Bodies et Roux, XXVIL 357. Official report* of the oonunune^ June t. 

• MeiUan, 58, 53, 307. Buchei et Roux, XXVIII. 14 (" Pi^da." by Goitlat). 
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erics and the women under pay; the commandant of the post, 
with his officers, have been confined by '* men with moustaches,'* 
armed with sabres and pistols ; the legal guard has been replaced 
with an extraordinary guard,^ and the deputies are prison^^rs. If 
one of them is obliged to go out for a moment, it is under the 
supervision of four fusileers, '^ who conduct him, wait for him, and 
bring him back." * Others, in trying to look out the windows, 
are aimed at; the venerable Dussaulx is struck, and Boissy 
d'Anglas, seized by the throat, returns with his cravat and shirt 
all in shreds. For six hours by the clock the Convention is un« 
der arrest, and when the decree is passed, ordering the removal 
of the armed force bearing upon it, Henriot replies to the officer 

who notifies him of it : " Tell your d president that he and his 

Assembly may go to h — . If he don't surrender the Twenty-two 
in an hour, I'll send him there I " ' 

In the hall the majority, abandoned by its recognised guides 
and its ^vorite spokesmen, grows more and more feeble firom 
hoiur to hour. Brissot, Potion, Guadet, Gensonn£, Buzot, Salic, 
Grangeneuve, and others, two-thirds of the Twenty-two, kept 
away by their fiiends, remain at home.* Vergniaud, who had 
come, remains silent, and then leaves; the '^ Mountain," probably, 
gaining by his absence, allows him to pass out Four other 
Girondists who remain in the Assembly to the end, Isnard, Dus- 
saulx, Lauthenas, and Fauchet, consent to resign; when the 
generals give up their swords, the soldiers soon lay down thdr 
arms. Lanjuinais, alone, who is not a Girondist, but a Catholic 
and Breton, speaks like a man against this outrageous attack on 
the nation's representatives ; they rush at him and assail him in 
the tribune; the butcher, Legendre, simulating ^the cleaver's 
blow," cries out to him, " Come down or 111 knock you down ! " 
A group of Montagnards spring forward to help Legendre, and 

> Buches et Roux, XXVII. 40a Seition of the CooTentioo, June «.— XXVIIL 43 (report 
by Saladtn). 

* Mordmer-Ternaux, VII. 393. Official report of die Jacobin Qnb) Jnue a "Tlie dqpn- 
ties were to tunounded as not to be aUe to go out even lor qtedal puip oa ea .** / Wt, 568 
Letter of die deputy Loiseau. 

'Buchez et Roux, XXVIII. 44. Report by Saladtn.— MeiDan, 837.— MoitinieivTemaia^ 
VII. 547. Declaration of the deputies of the Sonune. 

«Meillan, 53.— Potion, "Mtootres/' 109 (Edidon Dauban).— Lanjufnab (" Fragment **> 
•^ '* Neariy all those called Girondists thought it best to stay away. **— Letter of Vetgnbod 
/aBt3(intheJ?isM^XM^^hMy)MSi^June5,i793). "Ileft tbtAsMmblyycaterdijbetiPMa 
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one of them claps a pistol to his throat ; ^ he clings fast to the 
tribune and strives in vain, for his party around him lose their 
spirits. — At this moment Barrfere, remarkable for expedients, pro- 
poses to the Convention to adjourn, and hold the session " amidst 
the armed force that will afford it protection." * All other things 
failing, the majority avails itself of this last straw. It rises in a 
body, in spite of the vociferations in the galleries, descends the 
great staircase, and proceeds to the entrance of the Carrousel. 
There the MonUgnard president, H6rault-S6chelles, reads the 
decree of Henriot, which enjoins him to withdraw, and he offi- 
cially and correctly summons him in the usual way. But a large 
number of the Montagnards have followed the majority, and are 
there to encourage the insurrection; Danton takes Henriot's 
hand and teUs him, in a low voice, <' Go ahead, don't be afraid ; 
we want to show that the Assembly is free, be firm."' At this 
the tall bedizened gawky recovers his assurance, and in his husky 
voice, he addresses the president : " Hdrault, the people have 
not come here to listen to big words. You are a good patriot 
... Do you promise on your head that the Twenty-two 
shall be given up in twenty-four hours?" "No." "Then, in 
that case, I am not responsible. To arms, cannoneers, make 
your guns ready I " The cannoneers take their lighted matches, 
" the cavalry draw their sabres, and the in£uitry aim at the dep- 
uties."* Forced back on this side, the unhappy Convention 
turns to the left, passes through the archway, follows the broad 
avenue through the garden, and advances to the Pont-Toumant to 
find an outlet There is no outlet ; the bridge is raised, and every- 
where the barrier of pikes and bayonets remains impenetrable ; 
shouts of " Vive la Montagne / Vvve Marat! To the guillotine 
with Brissot, Vergniaud, Guadet and Gensonn^ I Away with bad 
blood!" greet the deputies on all sides, and the Convention, sim- 
ilar to a flock of sheep, in vain turns round and round in its pen. 
At this moment, to get them back into the fold, Marat, like a bark- 
ii^g dog, runs up as fast as his short legs will allow, followed by 
his troop of tatterdemalions, and exclaims : " Let all loyal depu- 

1 LftnjuiDais, " Fragment," 999. 
•Buchez et Roux. XXVII 40a 

•Robinef, "Le Procte de Danton," 169U Wonls of Daoton (aooonfing 10 ^ BOtH <[f Ji 
iByaum, Topino-Lefarun). 
«Bwfaa ec Rous, XXVIL 44- Report bf Saladin.— MoObo, jp I inliilMi^ yA, Si» 
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ties return to their posts!" With bowed heads, they mechan- 
ically return to the hall ; it is immediately closed, and they are 
once more in confinement To assist them in their ddiberations 
a crowd of the well-disposed entered pell-mell along with them. 
To watch them and hurry on the matter, the sans-culotUSy with 
fixed bayonets, gesticulate and threaten them from the galleries. 
Outside and inside, necessity, with its iron hand, has seized them 
and holds them fast. There is a dead rilence. Couthon, a par- 
alytic, tries to stand up ; his firiends carry him in their arms to 
the tribune ; an intimate friend of Robespierre's, he is a grave 
and important personage ; he sits down, and in his mild tone of 
ytHotj he speaks : ''Citizens, all members of the Convention must 
now be satisfied of their freedom. . . . You are now awaie 
that there is no restraint on your deliberations." ^ 

The comedy is at an end. Even in Moliftre there is none like 
it The sentimental cripple in the tribune winds up by demand- 
ing that the Twenty-two, the Twelve, and the Ministers, Clavifcre 
and Lebrun be placed in arrest Nobody opposes the motion,* 
^because physical necessities begin to be felt, and an impression 
of terror pervades the Assembly." Several say to themsdveSy 
''Well, after all, those who are proscribed will be as well off at 
home, where they will be safe. ... It is better to put up 
with a lesser evil than encounter a greater one." Another ex- 
claims: ''It is better not to vote than to betray one's trust'' 
The salvo being found, all consciences are easy. Two-thirds of 
the Assembly declare that they will no longer take part in the 
discussions, hold aloof, and remain in their seats at each calling 
of the vote. With the exception of about fifty members of the 
"Right," who rise on the side of the Girondists, the "Mountain," 
whose forces are increased by the insurgents and amateurs sitting 
fiatemally in its midst, alone votes for, and finally passes the de- 
cree. — Now that the Convention has mutilated itself, it is check- 
mated, and is about to become a governing machine in the 
service of a clique ; the Jacobm conquest is completed, and in 
the hands of the victors, the grand operations of the guillotine 
are going to commence. 
.i"^""""^^^"^^-"^^"^""^^"^^^"^"^"— ■■^^^^"^^^"^^■^■^^■^■^■^"^""^'^"^^■^■— ^■^^^^"^^^^™^^^^"^'^™^"^'^'"^'— ^"^ 

1 BadMf ct Rous, XXVII. 40T 

TMiBiiimiTi , YIT ifiu Lca«r of the <ieiNity 
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VIII. 

Let us observe them at this decisive moment. I doubt if any 
such contrast ever presented itself in any country or in any age. 
-^Through a series of purifications in an inverse sense, the fac- 
tion has become reduced to its dregs ; nothing remains of the 
vast surging wave of 1789 but its froth and its slime; the rest 
has been cast off or has withdrawn to one side; at first the high- 
est class, the clergy, the nobles, and the parliamentarians ; next 
the middle class of traders, manufacturers, and the bourgeois ; 
and finally the best of the inferior class, small proprietors, farmers,' 
and master-workmen — in short, the prominent in every pursuit, 
profession, state, or occupation, whoever possesses capital, a rev- 
enue, an establishment, respectability, public esteem, education, 
and mental and moral culture. The party in June, 1793, is com- 
posed of little more than shiftless workmen, town and country 
vagabonds, inmates of hospitals, trulls and trollops of the gutter, 
a degraded and dangerous populace,' outcasts from society, those 
gcme astray, libertines, the crazy of every description; and in 
Paris, fipom which they command the rest of France, their troop, 
an insignificant minority, is recruited from that refuse of human- 
ity infesting all capitals, amongst the epileptic and scrofulous 
rabble whidi, inheriting vitiated blood and rendering this still 
more so by its misconduct, imports into civilisation the degen- 
eracy, imbecility, and in&tuations of shattered temperaments, 
retrograde instincts, and bad cerebral organisations.' What it 
did with the powers of the State is narrated by three or four con- 
temporary witnesses ; this is revealed in its work and in its chiefs ; 
we stand face to face with the men of action and of enterprise 
who have managed the last attack and who represent it the best. — 
Snce the 2d of June " nearly one-half of the deputies in the Con- 
vention refrain from taking any part in its deliberations; more 

> Bocbei et Roox, XXVI. 341. Speech by Chasles in the ConTentioii, Maj a "The 
adthraton . . . are nearly all tuistocrats." 

'Si&yes (quoced by Barante, "Histotre de la Canventaon,** IIL 169) thus dcacribci ks 
"That fidK people, than which the French people never had a more mortal enemy, iooaa- 
•antly obstructed the approaches to the Convention. . . At the entrance or «ik of dw 
Convention the astonished spectator thought that a new invasion of barbarian hordes hao 
ioddenly occurred, a new irruption of voradous, sanguinary harpies, flocking there to aeiaa 
hold of the Revolutionasifit were the nattmU iney of their spedes." 

*Gouvenieur llonir, II. 341. Letter of Oct. 93, 1793. "The populace — somethings 
Ibank God, that is vaknamn in America ! ** — He often insists on this essential characteristic 
tf die Fkeadi Rfdatoa Op dias ever-present cbss, see the accurate and complete work 

of Di; Loaibiiaok "L'Uomo ddinquente." 
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ULhaO-OS g^huPcired and fifty have fled or dwappeared;"* there it 
its work—the mute, theabsenc, the condemned. On the even- 
ing of June 2 the friend of its heart, the director of its con- 
science, the foul abortion, Marat, the charlatan, monomaniac, 
and murderer, who regularly every morning pours his political 
poison into its bosom, has at last obtained the discretionary 
power craved by him for the last four years, that of Marius and 
Sylla, that of Octavius, Antony, and Lepidus ; the power of add- 
ing or removing names from lists of proscription : '' while tht 
reading was going on he indicated retrenchments or augmenta- 
tions, the reader effacing or adding names as he suggested them, 
without any consultation whatever with the Assembly."* — ^At the 
H6tel-de-ville on the 3d of June, in the Salle de la Reine, P6tion 
and Guadet, under arrest, see with their own eyes this Central 
Committee which has just started the insurrection, and which 
through its singular delegation sits enthroned over all other 
established authorities. " Some stretched out on the benches 
and others leaning on the tables with their elbows, were snoring;' 
others were barefoot or wearing their shoes slipshod like slippers; 
almost all were dirty and poorly clad ; their clothes were unbut* 
toned, their hair uncombed, and their faces frightful ; they wore 
pistols in their belts, and sabres, with scarfs turned into shoul- 
der-straps. Bottles, bits of bread, fragments of meat and bones 
lay strewn around on the floor, and the odor was intolerable." 
It looks like a robber's den. The chief of the band here is not 
Chaumette, who entertains legal scruples,* nor Pache, who under 
a mask of Swiss phlegm is cunningly trimming his sails, but an- 

■^ other Marat, more brutal and yet more depraved — Hubert, who 
profits by the opportunity to " put more coal into the furnace of 
his Fire Duchesne^* striking off* 600,000 copies of it, pocketing 
135)000 francs for the numbers sent to the armies, and gaining 
seventy-five per centum on the contract.* — In the street the active 

* Mordmer-Teniaux, VII. Letter of the deputy Laplaigne, July 6. 

* Meillan, 51. — Buchez et Roux, XXVII. 356. Official report of the oommtme, leaikm ol 

June X In the afternoon Marat comes to the commune, harangues the council, and gives 

the insurrection the last impetus. It is plain that he was chief actor on both these dajn 
(June X and a). 

*P^on, xx6. 

^Schmidt, I. 370. — Mortimer-Temaux, VII. 391. Letter of Marchand, member of fStm 
Central Committee. " I saw Chaumette do everything he could to hinder this glorious revo- 
lotion, . . exclaim, shed tean, and tear ^ as hair." — Buchei et Roux, XXVIII. 46. Aooavd 
iDg to Saladin, Chaumette went so £u- a» 4> demand Hubert's arresL 

' JfofiaiCfwTemaux, VIL 90a— C£ *' Le vieux Corddier/' hf C Dennouyni^ No^ f. 
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body of supporters consists of two bands, one military and the 
other dvil, tfie former composed of roughs who are soon to fur- 
nish the revolutionary army. ''This army^ exists (in reality) 
smce 1789. The agents of the Duke of Orleans formed its first 
nudeus. It grew, became organised, had officers appointed to 
it, mustering points, orders of the day, and a peculiar slang. • • 
An the revolutions were effected by its aid; it exdted popular 
violence everywhere, even when not present in a body. On the 
iith of July, 1789, it had Necker's bust carried in public and the 
theatres dosed; on the 5th of October it started the populace off 
to Versailles; on the 20th of April, 1791, it caused the king's arrest 
in the court of the Tuileries. . . . Led by Westermann and 
Foumier, it formed the centre battalion in the attack of August 
10, 2793; it executed the September massacres; it protected the 
Maratists on the 31st of May, 1793, ... its composition 
is in keeping with its exploits and its functions. It contains the 
most determined scoundrels, the brigands of Avignon, the scum 
of Marseilles, Brabant, Liige, Switzerland and the shores oi 
Genoa." Through a careful sifting,* it is to be inspected, 
strengthened, made worse, and converted into a legal body of 
janissaries under triple pay; once "augmented with idle hair- 
dressers, lackeys out of place, outdoor motion-makers and other 
wretches unable to earn their bread honorably," it will supply the 
detachments needed for garrison at Bordeaux, Lyons, Dijon and 
Nantes, still leaving ''ten thousand of these mamdukes to keep 
down the capitaL** 

The dvil body of supporters comprises, first, those who haunt 
the sections, and are about to receive 40 sous for attending each 
meeting; next, the troop of figure-heads who, in other public 
places, are to represent the people, about 1,000 damorers and 
daqueurs^ "two-thirds of which are women." "While I was 



> ICaOet-DniMU, II. 5* (March 8, 1794).— The dtuhr geneni of the ign Jud oa i y 
Roonn. ** Previous to die Reroludon he was a seedy audior timting hit KviB( aM 
wpufation by working for die boulevard stalls. . . One day a penon tafocm ed Urn tet 
hb staff 'was behaving very badly, acting tyrannically in the most outrageooi mamMr at tht 
d i es ti e s and everywhere else, striking women and tearing dieir bonnets to pieoet. Your BMS 
eommit rape, pillage, and massacre.' To which he replied: 'Wdl, iHiat shaD I dot I 
kaowthattheyarealotofrufliansaswellasyoudo: but those are die feflows I need far Bf 
fevohitiooaryarmy. Find me honest people, if you can, that wUl do that hariaMik"' (RniA 
bowae^ •• Crimes de b RAvolmkm," V. 13a) 

tBoobai at RoQJit XXDL isa. 

9^ 
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free," says Beinlieu,' " I closely observed dieir noTementa. U 
was a magic-lantern coostantly in operadon. They travelled to 
tad fro from dw ConveDtion to the Rev* hitionaty IVibunal, and 
fixHD this to the Jacobin Club, or to the Commune, which held 
its meetings in the evening. . . . They scarcely took time 
for their natural requirements ; they were often seen dining and 
supping at their posts when any general measure or any impot- 
lant murder was on the carpet" Henriot is the commander-in- 
chief of both hordes, formerly a swindler, then a police-spy, then 
imprisoned at Bicttre for robbery, and then one of the Septem- 
ber murderers. His military bearing and popularity are due to 
parading the streets in the uniform of a general, and appearing 
in humbug performances ; he is the type of a swaggerer, always 
drunk or soaked with brandy. With the head of a numbskull, a 
cracked voice, blinking eyes, and a face distorted by nervooi 
twitchings, he possesses idl the externals characteristic of bis 
employment. "In talking, he vociferates like men with the 
■curvy; his voice is sepulchral, and when he stops talking his 
features come to rest only after repeated agitations ; he blinks 
three times, after which his face recovers its equihbrium." ^— Ma- 
> rat, Hubert, and Hennot, the maniac, the thief and the brute. 
Were it not for the dagger of Charlotte Corday, it is prob- 
able that this trio, master of the press and of the armed 
force, aided by Jacques Rome, Leclerc, Vincent, Ronsm, and 
other madmen of the slums, would have put aside Danton, siq)- 
pressed Robespierre, and governed France. Such are the coun- 
sellors, the ftivorites, and the leaders of the ruling class ; * did 
one not know what was to occur during the next fourteen months, 
one might form an idea of its government ftom the quality of 
these men. 

And yet, such as this government is, France accepts or sub- 
mits to it In fact, Lyons, Marseilles, Toulon, Nismes, Bordeaux, 
Caen, and other cities, feeling the knife at tb«r throats,* turn 
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aside the stroke with a movement of horror. They rise againsl 
these local Jacobins ; but it is nothing more than an instinctive 
movement They do not think of forming States within the 
State, as the '< Mountain" pretends that they do, nor of usurping 
the central authority, as the '< Mountain" actually does. Lyons 
cries, "Long live the Republic, one and indivisible," receives 
with honor the commissioners of the Convention, permits con- 
voys of arms and horses destined for the army of the Alps to 
pass ; to excite a revolt there, requires the insensate demands of 
Parisian despotism just as in La Vendue, to render that province 
insurgent, requires the brutal persistence of religious persecution. 
Without the prolonged oppression that weighs down consciences, 
and the danger to life always imminent, no city or province would 
have attempted secession. Even under this government of in- 1 
quisitors and butchers no community, save those of Lyons and 
La Vendue, makes any sustained effort to break up the State, 
withdraw from it and live by itself. The national sheaf has been 
too ^strongly bound together by secular centralisation. One's 
country exists ; and when that country is in danger, when the 
armed stranger attacks the frontier, one follows the flag-bearer, 
whoever he may be, whether usurper, adventurer, blackguard, or 
cut-throat, provided only that he marches in the van and holds 
the banner with a firm hand.^ To tear that flag from him, to con- 
test his pretended right, to expel him and replace him by another, 
would be a complete destruction of the common weaL Brave 
men sacrifice their own repugnances for the sake of the common 
good ; in order to serve France, they serve her unworthy govern- 
ment In the committee of war, the engineering and stafl" officen 
who give their days to studying the military map, think of nothing 
else than of knowing it thoroughly ; one of them, d'Arcon, "man- 
aged the raising of the siege of Dunkirk, and of the blockade 
of Maubeuge;* nobody excels him in penetration, in practical 
knowledge, in quick perception and in imagination; it is a 

**iStm wsknl of oounter-ievolntioo waa nodung dae than the Mntmient of Mif-prefcnfadoa.** 
It WM die mne tUng at Lyons. (Nolhac, <*Soiivcoir do trob aante de b R^rolutioo k 
Lgroo," p. I4-) 

> Gowreniear Moni% II. 395. Letter of Jan. ai, 1794. "Adndttiiif iHiat Vm been 
aaaorted by peraona fai a aitnadon to know die troth and deqi^ i nl e i e aled lo peof* the co» 
tnty, it b an undoubted truth that nhiety-nine-htuidiedthe aie oppeaed to ell idaM of • ^ 
■aaibnniBnt, andwflUjghttopieyeatit ' 

*ICelfat>I>BpH, IL 44. 
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ipirit of flame, a brain compact of resources I speak of huD,** 
says Mallet-Dupan, ''from an intimate acquaintance of ten years. 
He is no more a revolutionrunre than I am." Camot does even, 
more than this : he gives up his honor when, with his colleagues 
on the Committee of Public Safety, Billaud-Varennes, Couthon, 
Saint-Just, Robespierre, he puts his name to decrees which are 
assassinations. A like devotion brings recruits into the armies 
by hundreds of thousands, bourgeois ^ and peasants, from the vol- 
unteers of 1791 to the levies of 1793 ; and the latter class fight 
not only for France, but also, and more than all, for the Revolu- 
tion. For, now that the sword is drawn, the mutual and grow- 
ing exasperation leaves only the extreme parties in the field. 
Since the loth of August, and more especially since the 21st of 
January, it has no longer been a question how to deal with the 
ancient regime, of cutting away its dead portions or its trouble- 
some thorns, of accommodating it to modem wants, of estab- 
lishing civil equality, a limited monarchy, a parliamentary govern- 
ment The question is how to escape conquest by armed force 
to avert the military executions of Brunswick,' the vengeance of 
the proscribed hnigrSs^ the restoration and the aggravation of the 
, old feudal and fiscal order of things. Both through their tradi- 
,' tions and their experience, the mass of the country people hate 
this ancient order, and with all the accumulated hatred that is 
begotten by an unceasing and secular spoliation. At whatever 
price, the rural masses will never again suffer the tax-collector 
among them, nor the excise man in the cellar, nor the fiscal 
agent on the frontier. For them the ancient regime is nothing 
more than these things; and, in fact, they have paid no taxes, 

1 Among other docomaita, the foOowing ktter will show the quality of these recruits, esp*> 
dally of the recruits of 1791, who were much die best men. (Letter fiom the municipal dB^ 
oen of Domt, December 98, 1793, "Archives Nationales/' F^ 3,375.) "llie commune of 
Dorat is made up of three classes of citizens: The richest class, composed of persons con- 
firmed in the prejudices of the tmcun rigimt, has been disarmed. The second, composed 
of wdl-tOHlo people, fills the administrative positions. It is agaiust them that the fiuy of the 
turbulent u aimed : but ihott qf this class who could tHok* rtsistancs kavt gotu ioJSgkt tko 
entmy abroad. The durd class, and the most numerous, is made up in part of the seditious 
and in part of laborers, who, not daring to mix in tlie revolt, content themselves with coveting 
die tax on grain." — ^Toulongeon, *' Histoire de France depuis la Revolution," IV. 94. "Do 
not degrade a nation by ascribing base modves to it and a servile fear. Every cne, on tbo 
contrary, felt himself informed by an exalted instinct fiar the public welfare." — Gouvion Sainti 
Cyr, "Mdmoires," I. 56: "A young man would have blushed to remain at home when tha 
independence of the nadoo was threatened. Each one quitted his studies or liis profession. 

* Gouvion Saint-Cyr, 96. " The manifesto of Bnxnswick assigns to France more tluui ft 
hundred battalions, which, widiin three weeks, wore raised, anned, and put in the field." 
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or scarcely any, since the beginning of the Revolution. On thii 
matter the people's idea is fixed, positive, unalterable ; and aa 
«oon as they perceive in the distant future the possible re-estab- 
lishment of die tailUy villein-taxes, and seignorial rights, the> 
choose their side ; they will fight to the death. — As to the arti- 
sans and lesser bourgeois^ their excitement is the magnificent 
prospect of careers, to which tlie doors are thrown open, of un- 
bounded advancement, of promotion offered to merit; more than 
all, their illusions are still intact 

In the camp without, before the enemy, tho6e noble generalisa- 
tions which among the Parisian demagogues had become san- 
guinary harlots, remain virgin in the imagination of the officer 
I and the soldier. Liberty, equality, the rights of man, the reign 
of reason — all these vague and sublime images moved before 
their eyes when they climbed the escarpment of Jemmapes under 
a storm of grapeshot, or when they wintered, with naked feet, 
among the snows of the Vosges. These ideas, in descending from 
heaven to earth, were not smirched and trodden under their feet ; 
they did not see them transformed in their hands to frightful 
caricatures. These men are not pillars of clubs, nor brawlers in 
the sections, nor the inquisitors of a committee, nor hired denun- 
ciators, noi providers for the scaffold. Apart from the demonism 
of revolution, brought back to common sense by the presence ol 
danger, perceiving the inequality of talents, the necessity of obe- 
dience, they do the work of men ; they suffer, they fast, they face 
bullets, they are conscious of their disinterestedness and their 
sacrifices ; they are heroes, and they look upon themselves as lib- 
erators.' Over this idea their pride exalts itself. According to 
a great observer * who knew their survivors, " many of them 
believed that the French alone were reasonable beings. To our 
eyes the inhabitants of the rest of Europe, who were fighting to 
keep their chains, were only pitiable imbeciles or knaves sold to 
the despots who were attacking us. Pitt and Cobourg seemed 
to us the chief of these knaves and the personification of all the 
treachery and stupidity in the world. In 1794 our inmost, seri- 
ous sentiment was wholly contained in this idea : to be useful to 
our country ; ail other things, our clodies, our food, advancement, 

1 Ib ropect of these •entiinentB, c£ Gounon Saint-Cyr, " MteMWCii ' nAJtm^nAt " 
pifM de la R^voltttioB Fnofaise dans ks Pyt^nte odttittik*.*' 
'SitBdIuJi Mmofaw lur Nspolioik 
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were poor ephemeral details. As society did not exist, there 
no such thing for us as social success, that leading element in 
character of our nation. Our only gatherings were national 
tivals, affecting ceremonies which nourished in us the love of < 
country. In the streets our eyes filled with tears when we 
an inscription in honor of the young drummer, Barra. . . 
sentiment was the only religion we had. '' ' But it was a religion. \ 
When the heart of a nation is so high it will deliver itself in spite ' 
of its rulers, whatever their excesses may be, whatever their 
crimes; for the nation atones for their follies by its courage; it 
hides their crimes beneath its great achievements. 



> Gouyion-Saint-C3rr, ** Mtooires," p. 43. " Patriotism made up for eTecTthioifs itj 
alone gave us Tktory; it supplied our most pressing needs.** 
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